
The Truth Is Local



Since 2008, more than 2,000 local news outlets 
have closed across the country, signaling the collapse 

of local news in America. 

The “expanding news desert*” means that thousands 
of people in neighborhoods across the country no 
longer have access to credible, thorough news and 

information about their communities and that 
important stories go uncovered.

*As reported in the University of North 
Carolina study “Expanding News Desert.”
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of sexual misconduct. Faced with
questions about its journalists’ in-
dependence, Billboard initiated
an internal investigation into the
matter.

The inquiry into newsroom
practices turned up allegations
against Mr. Amato that included
claims of sexual harassment and
inappropriate comments at com-
pany events, according to three
people with knowledge of the in-
quiry and documents submitted to
the company as part of the inter-
nal investigation. Mr. Amato left
as chief executive of the Billboard-
Hollywood Reporter Media Group
three weeks ago. Two of his top
lieutenants have been the subject
of employee complaints, one for
mistreatment of employees and
the other for inappropriate behav-
ior around business clients.

Valence Media said in a state-
ment that it would investigate
“any claims of misconduct and
take appropriate action after a fair
and thorough review of the facts.”

Mr. Amato, who once started a
taxi advertising company, had
helped transform Billboard from a
dry but widely read organ of the
industry to a hybrid consumer
publication, with glossy covers
and an increasing focus on fashion
and celebrity. In 2014, he and Jan-
ice Min, a veteran magazine edi-
tor, took joint control of Billboard
and The Hollywood Reporter.

The changes that were put in
place helped Billboard remain one
of the last music magazines stand-
ing. But since Ms. Min left last
year — she remains a Valence
consultant — there had been
growing unease among editors
and other employees about inter-
ference from Mr. Amato, and more
broadly about the workplace cul-
ture he fostered.

In interviews, five current or
former employees described an
environment in which corporate
meddling in editorial decisions
was not limited to the coverage of
Mr. Walk, the president of the Re-
public Group, a label owned by
Universal Music. On the business
side of the publication, junior em-
ployees — most of them women —
filed human resources complaints
about inappropriate comments
and bullying behavior by execu-
tives, according to four former
employees and correspondence
with a human resources officer re-
viewed by The New York Times.

Fifteen current or former em-
ployees spoke to The Times about
the culture at Billboard. They
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity for fear of retribution or to
avoid problems at their new jobs.

In complaints submitted to
company investigators, Mr. Am-
ato was accused of a range of be-
havior including unwanted sexual
advances and salacious com-
ments at company events.

Billboard’s parent company
also paid to settle a past har-
assment allegation against Mr.
Amato, according to two people
with direct knowledge of the
agreement who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity to discuss a

previously undisclosed matter.
The people said they did not know
the amount of the payment or the
exact nature of the allegation.

Mr. Amato and his lawyer de-
clined to comment for this article.

“We are well into broad reviews
of company policies — including
investigative processes, training,
human resources and editorial in-
tegrity, and are fully committed to
this effort,” Valence said in a state-
ment. “In working towards
achieving our goal of workplace
safety, we have dedicated signifi-
cant resources and have begun to
implement changes.

“To that end, two months ago
Billboard’s human resources be-
gan reporting directly to Valence,”
the statement continued. “It is im-
perative that leadership heal the
issues in Billboard’s culture
through clear, consistent and sus-
tained action.”

At the company’s recent town
hall-style meeting, Asif Satchu,
one of Valence’s two chief execu-
tives, tried to allay employees’
concerns. According to the people
in attendance, Mr. Satchu said
management was closely study-
ing a survey that showed women
at the company had a more diffi-
cult time succeeding than men.

Efforts would be made, Mr.
Satchu added, to make the man-
agement ranks more diverse. In a
message that employees took as a
sign that there could be a further
shake-up, Mr. Satchu said they
would be “transitioning people
out” if they did not follow com-
pany guidelines.

The cultural changes at the
magazine have collided with
broader industry upheaval; Bill-
board has long struggled to adapt
to shifts in the music business and
in the wider media landscape.

In recent years, even the maga-
zine’s well-known charts have
faced increasing competition from
a flood of data available from on-
line sources like Spotify, Shazam
and YouTube, which executives in
the business watch like stock tick-
ers. On Friday, Penske Media said
it had invested in BuzzAngle Mu-
sic, a data service that will supply
chart information to the Penske
properties Variety and Rolling
Stone.

Yet nothing so far has de-

throned Billboard’s charts as the
arbiter of popularity, said Larry
Miller, an associate professor of
music business at New York Uni-
versity’s Steinhardt School.

“It’s as important as ever for la-
bels to deliver No. 1 records on the
Billboard chart,” Mr. Miller said.
“Even though at lunch, or over
drinks, the executives may be
talking about Spotify streams or
their placement on playlists, the
Billboard chart remains the coin
of the realm.”

According to comScore, Bill-
board’s website has drawn an av-
erage of 15.3 million visitors a
month over the past year in the
United States, more than Rolling
Stone’s site. Still, changes to the
magazine’s coverage priorities
have alienated some of the indus-
try insiders who once made up its
primary audience.

“They’ve become more the Peo-
ple magazine of the industry in-
stead of the bible of the industry,”
said Allen Kovac, a veteran artist
manager whose clients have in-
cluded the Bee Gees, Blondie and
Mötley Crüe.

The employee concerns about
Mr. Amato crested early this year.
In January, a former colleague of
Mr. Walk, the high-ranking music
executive, published an open let-
ter accusing him of sexual miscon-
duct. The music press rushed to
cover it. Yet Billboard and its re-
lated publications lagged.

Spin was preparing an inves-
tigative article that included accu-
sations against Mr. Walk by sev-
eral unnamed women. The com-
pany’s lawyers approved it, ac-
cording to two employees of the
company. But delays followed,
and the article was never pub-
lished.

Journalists at Billboard who
were separately writing a career
profile of Mr. Walk were told by su-
periors to put off publication until
his label completed its own inves-
tigation, according to two employ-
ees. The results of that investiga-
tion were never made public, and
the article also never ran.

Mr. Walk has denied the accusa-
tions. In March, he left his job as
president of the Republic Group.

At most magazines, rank-and-
file journalists perform their du-
ties at a remove from the publica-

tion’s business side. But journal-
ists at Billboard said that a dearth
of high-ranking editors in the
newsroom — it has not had an edi-
tor in chief for two years — had left
the staff feeling vulnerable to the
kinds of management directives
they said occurred with the cover-
age involving Mr. Walk.

In one arrangement that drew
concerns about editorial integrity,
some artists who agreed to per-
form at the Hot 100 Music Festival
— a two-day event at Jones Beach
in New York that was a brainchild
of Mr. Amato’s — were promised
cover stories in the magazine, ac-
cording to three current or former
employees.

Executives at the company
sometimes influenced the look of
those covers. Marshmello, a D.J.
who performs in costume, for ex-
ample, was featured on the front
of a March issue after playing in
last summer’s festival; his man-
ager was pictured with him, al-
though editors initially objected to
the arrangement, according to
two employees and correspond-
ence reviewed by The Times.

On the company’s business
side, multiple employees have left
in recent weeks after making com-
plaints to human resources that
they said had not resulted in any
action.

The company’s chief revenue
officer, Moksha Fitzgibbons,
joined at the beginning of the year
after more than a decade at Com-
plex Media, a pop-culture pub-
lisher with a strong presence on-
line. From the start, four former
employees said, he was verbally
abusive, sometimes demeaning
employees to the point of tears.

Two of those former employees
said that a day after Mr. Fitzgib-
bons returned from a sensitivity
training course, he loudly an-
nounced at a staff meeting that he
did not believe depression was a
legitimate condition and that he
had never been depressed a day in
his life. A Valence spokesman said
the company had not received any
complaint about the alleged
episode. Through Valence, Mr.
Fitzgibbons declined to comment.

According to one former em-
ployee who said she filed two com-
plaints about Mr. Fitzgibbons’s
behavior, a human resources rep-
resentative asked her for sugges-
tions about what to say to him —
Mr. Fitzgibbons was not going
anywhere, the former employee
said the representative told her.

The Daily Beast also recently
reported an accusation that Julian
Holguin, a Billboard executive
vice president, had made obscene
comments in the presence of em-
ployees and sales clients. The
Times confirmed that the com-
plaint was made. Valence dis-
puted the employee’s account and
said it was “without merit.”

Mr. Fitzgibbons and Mr. Hol-
guin, top lieutenants to Mr. Am-
ato, remain at the company. Mr.
Holguin was at the recent staff
meeting, according to several of
the employees who were there,
making them wonder how much
the company’s culture would actu-
ally change.

Amid Reports of Misconduct, Billboard Tries to Heal

John Amato left his position as chief executive of the Billboard-
Hollywood Reporter Media Group three weeks ago.
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As Greece prepares to end
nearly a decade’s worth of inter-
national financial bailouts next
month, European policymakers
have been eager to promote the
country’s economic comeback
story and the symbolic end of the
region’s punishing debt crisis.

But the International Monetary
Fund offered a dose of harsh reali-
ty on Tuesday. In a sobering re-
port, it warned that Greece will
face an uphill battle to tame its
staggering debt, sustain economic
growth and support the rising
number of citizens pushed toward
poverty after years of austerity.

On Aug. 20, Greece will become
the last country to exit financial
bailouts extended by the Euro-
pean Commission, the European
Central Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. The res-
cues were intended to prevent the
19-country euro area from break-
ing apart when Europe’s sover-
eign debt crisis started in 2010.

The country’s economy is now
slowly growing again, and unem-
ployment has fallen from record
highs. Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras recently laid out a plan for
growth, and is refusing the offer of
a precautionary credit line, a fi-
nancial safety net that would
come with new austerity terms af-
ter years of belt-tightening.

The I.M.F. praised Athens for
racking up a number of economic
“successes” since it was placed on
the first of three international fi-
nancial lifelines ultimately total-
ing 320 billion euros, or about $375
billion. Greece reduced an enor-
mous budget deficit and eventu-
ally created a surplus, it said. Suc-
cessive governments forged legal
tool kits to deal with a mountain of
bad loans at the nation’s banks.
They also moved to reduce the
outsize public sector, and curbed
collective bargaining to make
wages “more competitive.”

Yet Greece is the problem that
never quite goes away for Europe,

and the risks to the country’s post-
bailout future read like a laundry
list of adversities.

It still has weak banks and pri-
vate sector balance sheets, the
fund pointed out. Some capital
controls remain in place, and the
government has large arrears. A
significant part of the population
is considered “at risk” of poverty,
weighing on prospects for a sus-
tained recovery. And Greece still
hasn’t made enough progress on
key fiscal and market reforms.

Most worrisome is the coun-

try’s mountain of debt, which Eu-
ropean creditors sought to make
more manageable last month by
easing repayment terms. It was
the latest in a series of efforts over
the years to bring Greece’s ar-
rears down from a staggering 180
percent of economic output — the
largest in the eurozone.

The issue of debt sustainability
has long pitted the I.M.F. against
Greece’s other creditors. Ger-
many, Europe’s austerity enforcer,
has clashed with the fund, and the
I.M.F. has refused to offer finan-

cial backing in the third bailout, a
symbolic step, though one that an-
alysts had been keenly watching
for. Berlin is loath to offer addi-
tional debt relief to Athens, where-
as the I.M.F. has said it does not
believe Greece’s debt can be re-
paid without creditors easing up.

It hit the point home again on
Tuesday. The fund said that de-
spite recent debt relief efforts,
which include extending the pay-
back time for Greece’s bailout
loans, reducing the country’s debt
“can only be sustained over the

long run under what appear to be
very ambitious assumptions
about G.D.P. growth and Greece’s
ability to run large primary fiscal
surpluses, suggesting that it could
be difficult to sustain market ac-
cess over the longer run without
further debt relief.”

Though Greece’s economy is
growing, it is still only three-quar-
ters of its precrisis size. Gross do-
mestic product has expanded
since the middle of last year,
buoyed by an apparent renewal in
exports. But much of the export

growth comes from refining im-
ported oil and exporting the final
product — an activity that sus-
tains tens of thousands of jobs, but
does not filter through to the
broader economy.

Unemployment, which has fall-
en from a peak of 28 percent, is
still stuck above 20 percent, the
highest in the eurozone. Over half
a million Greeks left during the
crisis in a brain drain that has
hampered a recovery. Worryingly,
poverty has “risen dramatically,”
according to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment, a group of rich nations.

The social situation has deterio-
rated so markedly that the I.M.F.,
which many Greeks blame for
worsening their plight as one of
the original enforcers of harsh
austerity, repeated its call for the
Greek government to proceed
with planned increases in tar-
geted social support and invest-
ment spending. It also suggested
reducing tax rates that in some
cases reach as high as 70 percent
of a person’s income. The Greek
government jacked rates up so
sharply in the last couple of years
that the country’s notorious black
market has grown again.

Even as it proposed pulling
back on some of the harshest aus-
terity, though, the fund recom-
mended maintaining elements
that have created hardship for
large numbers of average Greeks.

Among other things, it urged
the government to stick with a
plan to cut pensions further next
year, and to resist restoring col-
lective bargaining agreements,
which cut the iron power of unions
but also led to a drop in wages. Al-
lowing the return of such deals
would reverse a nascent recovery
in employment and competitive-
ness, the fund said.

“Greece has reached this point
thanks to enormous efforts,” the
fund added. “Greece should now
consolidate and extend its success
by addressing, with determina-
tion, its remaining challenges.”

Europe Says Greece Is a Comeback Story. The I.M.F. Isn’t Convinced.

Closed shops in Thessaloniki, Greece. The International Monetary Fund warned that Athens faces an uphill battle as it exits bailouts.
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By LIZ ALDERMAN

The New York Times said on
Tuesday that Clifford J. Levy, a
two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning
reporter and a leader of the news-
room’s digital initiatives, will be
its next metropolitan editor.

Mr. Levy, 51, has served as a
deputy managing editor since
2016, overseeing The Times’s on-
line platforms. Inside the news-
room, he is viewed as an energetic
evangelist of the online-first men-
tality that The Times has increas-
ingly adopted as it adjusts to the
digital age.

His appointment signals a re-
newed focus by The Times on its
coverage of New York City. The
scope of that coverage — and the
staff dedicated to it — has shrunk
in recent years as the paper en-
dured layoffs and shifted its focus
to national and international read-
ers.

This will be Mr. Levy’s first time
running one of the paper’s news
desks, a role commonly seen as a
prerequisite for those who might
ascend to the top newsroom posi-
tion, executive editor. He belongs
to a cohort of Times editors who
could emerge as contenders to
succeed Dean Baquet, who cur-
rently holds that position.

Mr. Baquet will turn 62 this
year, and editors listed on the pa-
per’s masthead, including the ex-
ecutive editor, must leave those
jobs at 65. Among the other poten-

tial successors are the editorial
page editor, James Bennet, 52, and
the managing editor, Joseph
Kahn, 53.

In a memo to the staff announc-
ing Mr. Levy’s new role, Mr. Ba-
quet described the appointment
as “a new opportunity for one of
our finest editors.” He added that
Mr. Levy “will be a leader of The
Times for years to come.”

Mr. Levy succeeds Susan Chira,
a longtime Times editor who had
been running the department on
an interim basis. Ms. Chira
stepped into the role after the pre-
vious metro editor, Wendell Jam-
ieson, resigned in April following
an internal investigation into
workplace misconduct.

For Mr. Levy, who joined The
Times in 1990, the job is a return to
familiar territory. He is a Brooklyn
resident who grew up just outside
the city, in Westchester County,
and previously served as Albany

bureau chief and as a deputy
metro editor, overseeing coverage
of stories like Hurricane Sandy.

As a reporter, he received the
2003 Pulitzer Prize in investiga-
tive reporting for a series in The
Times that exposed abuse of the
mentally ill in state-regulated
homes in New York City. As Mos-
cow bureau chief, he shared a Pul-
itzer Prize for international re-
porting in 2011 with a colleague,
Ellen Barry.

While Mr. Levy’s name will no
longer appear on the Times mast-
head, he will remain an adviser to
the newsroom’s top editors on dig-
ital initiatives. He led the creation
of NYT Now, a Times app that op-
erated from 2014 to 2016 and was
an early experiment by the paper
in digital products, and helped de-
velop the paper’s Smarter Living
section, which focuses on service
and lifestyle journalism.

“In the coming years, we will be
asking many of our senior editors
to take on different roles, as we
broaden their experience and be-
gin to create the leadership team
of the future,” Mr. Baquet wrote.
He called Mr. Levy “one of our
greatest journalistic innovators.”

Mr. Levy takes charge of a
metro desk with a rich tradition of
blockbuster reporting — includ-
ing exposés on the subway sys-
tem, city jails and the scoop that
led to the resignation of former
Gov. Eliot Spitzer — at a time
when local news in New York City
is ailing.

Last Monday, The Daily News
laid off half its editorial staff.
News sites like DNAInfo shut
down last year. The Village Voice
no longer publishes in print, and
The Wall Street Journal has
shrunk its city coverage.

“Local journalism is facing a
growing crisis and this should be
the strongest signal of how seri-
ously committed we are to cover-
ing our hometown,” the publisher
of The Times, A.G. Sulzberger,
said in Tuesday’s memo.

The Times Appoints Levy 
To Be Metropolitan Editor

By MICHAEL M. GRYNBAUM

Clifford J. Levy is a two-time
Pulitzer winner and a leader of
The Times’s digital initiatives.
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Taking over at an
unsettled time for
local news coverage.

No day is complete
without

The New York Times.

As the local journalism crisis deepens, 
The New York Times has renewed its 
focus on covering our own home base.



Because of The Times’s deep political reporting  
and extensive international coverage, many New 

Yorkers don’t think of The New York Times as  
a source for local news. 

But The Times has a rich tradition of important 
investigations in New York, digging into issues  
that affect New Yorkers every day: exposés on  

nail salons, schools, the subway system, city jails 
and the changing landscape of the city as a whole.
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After a drumbeat of transit disasters this year, it
became impossible to ignore the failures of the New
York City subway system.

A rush-hour Q train careened off the rails in south-
ern Brooklyn. A track fire on the A line in Upper Man-

hattan sent nine riders to the
hospital. A crowded F train
stalled in a downtown tunnel,
leaving hundreds in the dark
without air-conditioning for
nearly an hour. As the heat of

packed-together bodies fogged the windows, pas-
sengers beat on the walls and clawed at the doors in a
scene from a real-life horror story.

In June, after another derailment injured 34 peo-
ple, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo declared that the system
was in a “state of emergency.”

But the problems plaguing the subway did not sud-
denly sweep over the city like a tornado or a flood.
They were years in the making, and they might have
been avoided if decision makers had put the interests
of train riders and daily operations ahead of flashy
projects and financial gimmicks.

An examination by The New York Times reveals in
stark terms how the needs of the aging, overburdened
system have grown while city and state politicians
have consistently steered money away from address-
ing them.

Century-old tunnels and track routes are crum-
bling, but The Times found that the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority’s budget for subway mainte-
nance has barely changed, when adjusted for inflation,
from what it was 25 years ago.

Signal problems and car equipment failures occur
twice as frequently as a decade ago, but hundreds of 
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The Making of a Meltdown
How Politics and Bad Decisions Plunged New York’s Subways Into Misery

At Times Square, top, and Union Square.
The city’s subway has the worst on-time rate
of all the world’s major rapid transit systems.

This article is by Brian M. Rosenthal, Emma G.
Fitzsimmons and Michael LaForgia.

SYSTEM FAILURE

A Litany of Errors

Continued on Page 24
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WASHINGTON — On the eve
of the House’s vote to pass a far-
reaching $1.5 trillion tax cut,
Speaker Paul D. Ryan of Wiscon-
sin placed a hasty phone call to his
state’s senior senator, Ron John-
son, in hopes of resolving an un-
likely conflict in his own back
yard.

Mr. Johnson had become the
first Senate Republican to say
publicly that he could not vote for
the Senate’s version of the tax bill.
During the phone call on Wednes-
day afternoon, Mr. Ryan, who had
campaigned heavily for Mr. John-
son in 2016, posed an essential
question, according to the sena-
tor: “What are you going to
need?”

What Mr. Johnson needs, he
said in an interview from Wiscon-
sin on Friday, is for the bill to treat
more favorably small businesses
and other so-called pass-through
entities — businesses whose prof-
its are distributed to their owners
and taxed at rates for individuals.
Such entities, including Mr. John-
son’s family-run plastics manufac-
turing business, account for more
than half of the nation’s business
income, and the senator says the
tax bill would give an unfair ad-
vantage to larger corporations.

“I just have in my heart a real
affinity for these owner-operated
pass-throughs,” he said. “We need
to make American businesses
competitive — they’re not right
now. But in making businesses
competitive, we can’t leave behind
the pass-throughs.”

The sudden fissure between 

G.O.P.’S TAX BILL
FACES OBSTACLE

OVER BUSINESS

FISSURE BETWEEN ALLIES

Wavering by a Wisconsin
Senator Lays Bare the

Challenges Ahead

By JIM TANKERSLEY

Continued on Page 20

GADSDEN, Ala. — It was 1982,
and four circuit judges from rural
Etowah County, Ala., had filed a
state bar complaint against a law-
yer named Roy S. Moore, accusing
him of running “slanderous” poli-
tical ads that had portrayed the lo-
cal legal system as corrupt.

The response from the 35-year-
old Mr. Moore, who had just lost
his own effort to win a judgeship,
was infused with the kind of cru-
sading righteousness — his critics
would call it sanctimony — that
would later fuel his rise to national
fame.

“If the judges of Etowah County
are personally offended, that is
their problem, not mine,” he de-
clared in a letter addressing the
judges’ complaint. Mr. Moore add-
ed a line from Proverbs: “The
guilty flee when no man pur-
sueth.”

Today, rather than flee, or at
least quit his race for the Senate,
as many are demanding, Mr.
Moore is declaring his innocence
and charging ahead despite alle-
gations of improper sexual behav-
ior.

The current furor, in which nu-

Moore Defiance
Is New Chapter
In Long History
This article is by Jess Bidgood,

Richard Fausset and Campbell Rob-
ertson.

Continued on Page 18

WASHINGTON — The son of
Moscow makes his living in Wash-
ington, cheered nightly by locals
who think little of his country.

He has, for a dozen years now,
insinuated himself into the city,
becoming its most cherished Rus-
sian import — digging out of
snowstorms that reminded him of
home, holding court at Russia
House, the vodka-soaked lounge
where he once lost a tooth. Most
important, he became one of the
most accomplished hockey play-
ers in the United States in a gener-
ation, scoring goals for the city’s
championship-starved Washing-
ton Capitals.

“My second home,” the star
player, Alexander Ovechkin, said
of the city.

But about that first home.
In a political season of investi-

gations into Moscow’s interfer-
ence in the 2016 election and the
ever-invisible hand of President
Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, Mr.
Ovechkin — a LeBron James-
style prodigy with three M.V.P.
awards, impish charisma and a
gaptoothed grin — has glided into
the zeitgeist with his own Wash-
ington mystery: He is the stick-
handling hero who may or may
not be a witting font of Kremlin
propaganda in the United States’
capital.

“It’s all about country,” Mr.
Ovechkin said in an interview,
semicryptically, from across a

conference room table at the
team’s practice facility in Arling-
ton, Va. “I just want to do my best
for my country.”

This month, Mr. Ovechkin an-
nounced the creation of a “civic
movement” he has called “#putin-
team,” a demonstration of support
for Mr. Putin, his most powerful
admirer, months before the coun-
try’s election next year. (The two
are close enough that Mr. Putin
called Mr. Ovechkin at his wed-
ding reception last summer, and
gifted him a premium tea set.)

“Let’s come together,” Mr.
Ovechkin wrote, in Russian, in an
Instagram post publicizing the

new group, attaching a photo-
graph of the two embracing in lily-
white shirts, “and show the world
a strong and united Russia!”

Mr. Ovechkin, 32, insists the
idea was his, unconnected to the
Russian leader or his allies.
“Putin’s Team is Putin’s Team,”
Mr. Ovechkin said, in his first ex-
tended interview on the subject.
“It is just for people who support
the country, and basically it’s a
simple thing.”

But experts in Russian politics,
where star athletes are often de-
ployed for popular cover, are ex-
ceedingly skeptical. News reports 

A Washington Hockey Star With a Kremlin Fan
By MATT FLEGENHEIMER

President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia presenting a certificate of
recognition to Alexander Ovechkin outside Moscow in 2012.
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Fall behind on your student
loan payments, lose your job.

Few people realize that the
loans they take out to pay for their
education could eventually derail
their careers. But in 19 states, gov-
ernment agencies can seize state-
issued professional licenses from
residents who default on their ed-
ucational debts. Another state,
South Dakota, suspends driver’s
licenses, making it nearly impos-
sible for people to get to work.

As debt levels rise, creditors are
taking increasingly tough actions
to chase people who fall behind on
student loans. Going after profes-
sional licenses stands out as espe-
cially punitive.

Firefighters, nurses, teachers,
lawyers, massage therapists, bar-
bers, psychologists and real es-
tate brokers have all had their cre-
dentials suspended or revoked.

Determining the number of
people who have lost their li-
censes is impossible because
many state agencies and licensing
boards don’t track the informa-
tion. Public records requests by
The New York Times identified at
least 8,700 cases in which licenses
were taken away or put at risk of
suspension in recent years, al-
though that tally almost certainly

understates the true number.
Shannon Otto, who lives in

Nashville, can pinpoint the mo-
ment that she realized she wanted
to be a nurse. She was 16, shad-
owing her aunt who worked in an
emergency room. She gaped as a
doctor used a hand crank to drill a
hole into a patient’s skull. She
wanted to be part of the action.

It took years of school and thou-
sands of dollars of loans, but she
eventually landed her dream job,
in Tennessee, a state facing a
shortage of nurses.

Then, after working for more
than a decade, she started having
epileptic seizures. They arrived
without warning, in terrifying
gusts. She couldn’t care for her-
self, let alone anyone else. Unable
to work, she defaulted on her stu-
dent loans.

Ms. Otto eventually got her
seizures under control, and pre-
pared to go back to work and re-
sume payments on her debt. But
Tennessee’s Board of Nursing sus-
pended her license after she de-
faulted. To get the license back,
she said, she would have to pay
more than $1,500. She couldn’t.

“I absolutely loved my job, and
it seems unbelievable that I can’t
do it anymore,” Ms. Otto said.

With student debt levels soar-
ing — the loans are now the larg-
est source of household debt out-

Price of Unpaid Student Debt:
The Very Job Needed to Pay It

This article is by Jessica Silver-
Greenberg, Stacy Cowley and Nat-
alie Kitroeff.
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NEW YORK CITY

Firefighters paying their last
respects this month after the
funeral for Steven H. Pollard,
who fell from an overpass
while responding to a car
accident. Mr. Pollard, with
Ladder Company 170 in
Canarsie, Brooklyn, was 30.

Saying Farewell

CHANG W. LEE/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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A woman wearing sunglasses and a fur coat
approached the front desk of the Ace Hotel
in NoMad last week. While a hip, young
concierge helped her, she became dis-
tracted by the outlandish spectacle behind
him: a wall overflowing with hundreds of
wild-haired troll dolls, psychedelic paint-
ings of troll dolls, and obscure troll ephem-
era including play sets and VHS tapes of a
children’s show called “Trollies.”

“So, we have a few room options,” he said,
interrupting her reverie. “Are you sensitive
to street noises?”

“Actually, yes I am a little bit,” she said.
These exchanges continued through the

day, but quietly tending to the trolls was a
petite woman with long black hair known as
Reverend Jen, and she was eager to share
her encyclopedic knowledge about the dolls
with anyone interested. For 16 years, Rev-
erend Jen managed a sprawling version of
this installation in the cramped living room
of her sixth-floor apartment on Orchard
Street. She called it the Lower East Side
Troll Museum, and it became a wacky
downtown landmark accessible by ringing
her buzzer. Fans of the kitschy dolls, which
became popular in the 1960s, made pilgrim-
ages from around the world to visit her col-
lection.

But when she was evicted in 2016, the mu- LUCIA BURICELLI FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Big Hair and Bad Luck
After getting evicted, the 
Troll Museum is back for a 
short run at a Manhattan hotel.

By ALEX VADUKUL

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 Reverend Jen preparing the Troll Museum at the Ace Hotel in NoMad.

Deep under the New York Bay near Brook-
lyn, covered in mildew, seaweed and other
gunk, is what thousands of commuters
would consider a hidden treasure: the start
of a subway tunnel linking Staten Island to
the rest of New York City.

“The idea of a subway to Staten Island re-
ally goes way back,” said Stan Fischler, a
subway historian. “Way, way back.”

The plan, first proposed in 1890, was ap-
proved. Maps were drawn up. Ground-

breaking ceremonies were held. Construc-
tion began.

What followed were dozens of missed op-
portunities that could have prevented the
fastest-growing borough in recent decades
from becoming the most isolated.

Even today, skepticism is high that the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority will
ever consider adding a Staten Island sub-
way to its list of capital projects, especially
amid the recent tug of war over L train re-
pairs, in which the plan to shut the line down
for 15 months was suddenly, and question-
ably, scrapped.

James S. Oddo, the borough president,
said in an email that the Staten Island sub-
way had “no chance of happening.”

For decades, proposals were
floated for a rail link to the rest
of New York City. They all died.

By AMISHA PADNANI

Top, tunnel designs for a
subway to Staten Island and
beyond, on a postcard from
the early 1900s. Left,
workers in 1939 in an
unfinished tunnel that would
have run to Staten Island.

COLLECTION OF HISTORIC RICHMOND TOWN

Subway to Staten Island: A Stalled Idea

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Late Edition

By ERIC LIPTON

WASHINGTON — The govern-
ment of South Korea hired a for-
mer C.I.A. analyst, two White
House veterans and a team of ex-
Congressional staff members to
help secure a few paragraphs in
the giant immigration bill.

The government of Ireland,
during St. Patrick’s Day festiv-
ities, appealed directly to Presi-
dent Obama and Congressional
leaders for special treatment.
And the government of Poland
squeezed Vice President Joseph
R. Biden Jr. and top lawmakers
on Capitol Hill for its own favor, a
pitch repeated at an embassy
party last week featuring pirogi
and three types of Polish ham.

Those countries, and others,
succeeded in winning provisions
in the fine print of the 867-page
immigration bill now before Con-
gress that give their citizens
benefits not extended to most
other foreigners.

Ireland and South Korea ex-
tracted measures that set aside
for their citizens a fixed number
of the highly sought special visas
for guest workers seeking to
come to the United States. Poland
got language that would allow it
to join the list of nations whose
citizens can travel to the United
States as tourists without visas.
And Canadians successfully
pushed for a change that would
permit its citizens who are 55 and
older and not working to stay in
the United States without visas
for as much as 240 days each
year, up from the current 182.

South Korea alone has four lob-
bying firms in the campaign, pay-
ing them collectively at a rate
that would total $1.7 million this
year, according to required dis-
closure reports. Other nations
generally relied on their own am-
bassadors and embassy staff to
make the push, meaning there is
no way to track how much has
been spent on the effort.

The deals are already drawing
some criticism, particularly from
those who worry that some of the
provisions — in addition to al-
ready increased annual visa al-
lotments available generally —
could create an influx of foreign-
ers large enough to undermine
American workers.

“This could turn into a stealth
immigration policy,” said Ronil
Hira, a professor of public policy
at the Rochester Institute of
Technology who studies the im-

SOME COUNTRIES
LOBBY FOR MORE
IN RACE FOR VISAS

SHAPE IMMIGRATION BILL

South Koreans, Irish and
Poles Are Among the

Early Winners

Continued on Page 19

By ARIEL KAMINER

When Amanda Wolfbauer, a
high school senior, received the
admissions verdict from Hamil-
ton College, in Clinton, N.Y., she
posted on Twitter, “What does
one do once they’re on a college
waitlist? #frustrated #worseth-
anrejection.” 

A few minutes later she had
gone from dejected to dogged:
“Well, @HamiltonAdmssn pre-
pare to be dazzled, because I’m
determined to get off that wait-
list.” 

Since then, Ms. Wolfbauer, of
Carver, Minn., says she has writ-

ten the admissions department to
tell it “how much I want to go
there and why Hamilton has been
my No. 1 choice since the be-
ginning of my college search”;
she sent in “a lot of high school
projects,” including one that won
a statewide competition; and last
weekend she started filming a
video with friends — teachers to
be added later — “basically tell-
ing them how awesome I am,
talking about the positive qual-
ities I have and why Hamilton
should accept me.” 

Does she ever worry it might
be too much? “I more worry that
I’m not doing enough,” she said. 

Especially not while other stu-

dents on waiting lists are bom-
barding their dream schools with
baked goods, family photos, craft
projects depicting campus land-
marks and dossiers of testimoni-
als from civic and religious lead-
ers, to name just a few come-ons
that admissions offices have seen
over the past month.

For most applicants to selec-
tive colleges, the letters that ar-
rived by April 1 brought an end to
months of anxious wondering.
But for some small fraction of
those students, the tension is
only now reaching its apex. They
were assigned not to the relief of
the yes pile, or the decisiveness
of the no pile, but to the slender

median of the maybe, with no
idea how their application will be
resolved, or even when. 

The schools generally ask
those students to send word of
whether they wish to stay on the
waiting list or want to be re-
moved from consideration. 

“We encourage wait-listed stu-
dents who remain very interest-
ed in Columbia to send a brief let-
ter affirming that interest and
updating us on their senior year,”
said Jessica Marinaccio, Colum-
bia University’s dean of under-
graduate admissions, “and dis-
courage them from sending extra
letters of recommendation or oth-

On a College Waiting List? Sending Cookies Isn’t Going to Help

Continued on Page 4

By DECLAN WALSH

LAHORE, Pakistan — Former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
once a political exile deposed by
the military, returned to the cusp
of power on Saturday, taking a
commanding lead in a parliamen-
tary election in which Pakistanis
braved Taliban intimidation to
cast ballots with historic pros-
pects for the country’s democra-
cy.

Record turnout was reported
in several cities, incited by an en-
ergized political campaign dom-
inated by the battle between Mr.
Sharif and Imran Khan, the for-
mer cricket star whose appeal as
an anticorruption crusader had
many predicting he could play a
kingmaker role. 

But even with just partial re-
turns in early Sunday, Mr. Sha-
rif’s party appeared to have se-
cured enough seats to form a
government easily. His support-
ers ran cheering through the
streets of Lahore, honking horns
and, in some instances, firing
bursts of celebratory gunshots.

While the raucous election
highlighted the vibrancy of Paki-
stani politics, it also drew atten-
tion to the gaping holes in the
country’s democracy. 

Threats by the Taliban to dis-
rupt voting were borne out in at-
tacks across the country that left
at least 21 people dead, including
at least 11 in a bombing in Kara-
chi and others in Baluchistan
Province, where turnout greatly
suffered.

Accusations of widespread
vote irregularities in Karachi, the
nation’s largest metropolis, led to
the invalidation of results from
dozens of polling places, officials
said. Final results are likely to
wait for days.

Even if Mr. Sharif faces no ob-
stacles in forming a government,
he will have to deal with a stalled
economy, profound infrastruc-
ture failure and grave threats
from an emboldened Taliban in-
surgency. Furthermore, he has
promised to rein in American in-
fluence in Pakistan, leaving ques-
tions about the countries’ often-
stormy relationship.

The election was Pakistan’s
10th since 1970 but the first in
which a civilian government that
has served a full five-year term is
poised to peacefully hand power
to another elected government.

Unlike previous elections, in
which the military’s Inter-Serv-

EX-PREMIER IS SET
TO REGAIN POWER
IN PAKISTAN VOTE

A TEST OF DEMOCRACY

Record Turnout Despite
Taliban Attacks That

Killed at Least 21

TYLER HICKS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s supporters celebrated in Lahore after early results showed an easy victory for his party.

Continued on Page 8

By FRANCES ROBLES 
and N. R. KLEINFIELD

The Brooklyn district attor-
ney’s office has ordered a review
of some 50 murder cases as-
signed to an acclaimed homicide
detective, an acknowledgment of
mounting questions about the of-
ficer’s tactics and the legitimacy
of the convictions.

The office’s Conviction Integri-
ty Unit will reopen every murder
case that resulted in a guilty ver-
dict after being investigated by
Detective Louis Scarcella, a
flashy officer who handled some
of Brooklyn’s most notorious
crimes during the crack epidemic
of the 1980s and 1990s.

The development comes after
The New York Times examined a
dozen cases involving Mr. Scar-
cella and found disturbing pat-
terns, including the detective’s
reliance on the same eyewitness,
a crack-addicted prostitute, for
multiple murder prosecutions
and his delivery of confessions
from suspects who later said they
had told him nothing. At the
same time, defense lawyers, in-

mates and prisoner advocacy or-
ganizations have contacted the
district attorney’s office to share
their own suspicions about Mr.
Scarcella.

The review by the office of Dis-
trict Attorney Charles J. Hynes
will give special scrutiny to those
cases that appear weakest — be-
cause they rely on either a single
eyewitness or confession, offi-
cials said. The staff will re-in-
terview available witnesses, and
study any new evidence. If they
feel a conviction was unjust,
prosecutors could seek for it to be
dismissed.

“People will look for blame,”
said John O’Mara, who leads the
Conviction Integrity Unit. “Our
goal isn’t to look for blame. Our
goal is to correct injustice.”

Mr. Scarcella’s name surfaced
in March after a judge freed Da-
vid Ranta, who had spent 23
years in prison after being con-
victed of murdering a rabbi.
Prosecutors determined that Mr.
Ranta’s conviction resulted in
large part from flawed police
work by Mr. Scarcella and a part-
ner, including failing to pursue a
more logical suspect. An investi-
gation found they removed vio-
lent criminals from jail to let
them smoke crack cocaine and
visit prostitutes in exchange for
incriminating Mr. Ranta. A wit-
ness also said Mr. Scarcella told
him who to choose in a lineup.

Mr. Scarcella, 61, who retired
from the police force in 1999, said
he was surprised to learn of the
review. 

“Are you kidding me?,” he said

Review of 50 Brooklyn Murder Cases Ordered

Disputed Confessions
and Doubts About a

Detective

SUZANNE DECHILLO/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Louis Scarcella, a retired Brooklyn detective, relied on a crack
cocaine addict as a crucial witness in several homicide cases. Continued on Page 16

By JEREMY W. PETERS

WASHINGTON — President
Obama’s latest cabinet-level
nominees are running into deep
resistance in the Senate, pitching
Democrats and Republicans into
another tense standoff over
White House appointments.

Just days after Republicans
used Senate rules to block two
nominees from moving to the
next step in the confirmation pro-
cess despite the fact that both
have the support of a majority of
senators, Democrats are plan-
ning to force committee votes
without Republican consent.

If Democrats do push the
nominees through to the full Sen-
ate, they would almost certainly
set off a Republican filibuster,
which would jeopardize the con-
firmations and, for now, leave va-
cancies at the top of two federal
agencies. 

Republicans have objected to
the nomination of Gina McCarthy
to lead the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, citing what they
said were her insufficient re-
sponses to their questions. They
have also sought to block the la-
bor secretary nominee, Thomas
E. Perez, a lawyer in the Justice
Department, on the grounds that
he is too political.

A third nominee, Penny Pritz-
ker, a wealthy hotel heiress and a

G.O.P. Delays
On Nominees
Raise Tension

Continued on Page 19
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A long-limbed man carrying a black
bag moved with purpose through the
morning bustle of Flushing, Queens. He
walked into the hush of the Chun Fook fu-
neral home and down the marble steps to
where the paperwork of death is handled.

An employee in black led him into the
privacy provided by a wooden screen. On
a table draped with a gold cloth sat a
small white box, and behind it, a framed
portrait of the man’s sister and only sib-
ling, Song Yang.

In late November 2017, she either
jumped or fell from a fourth-floor window
as the police banged on her door to arrest
her, once again, for prostitution. She
landed hard on 40th Road, a truncated
street known for restaurants, illegal mas-
sage parlors and women on its sidewalks
calling out “Massage? Massage?”

Song Yang was 38.
Her brother and mother, Song Hai and

Shi Yumei, rushed from their remote
home in northeastern China to unfamil-
iar Flushing, where they spent the next

15 months. Distrustful of the police ac-
count, Mr. Song, 36, began his own inves-
tigation into her death, distributing infor-
mation-wanted posters, swapping tips
with reporters and interrogating his sis-
ter’s sex-work colleagues.

He became convinced that the police
had thrown his sister from the window
and that the authorities were engaged in
a cover-up. It did not matter that surveil-
lance video demonstrated otherwise, or
that an inquiry by the Queens district at-
torney’s office found no evidence of po-
lice misconduct. Bitter suspicion infused
his grief.

But Mr. Song’s investigation had
stalled. Money had run out. Visas had ex-
pired. And a wife and 5-year-old son were
waiting. It was time to return to China.

Time to bring his sister home.
The funeral home employee, Kevin

Liu, opened the box. He told Mr. Song that
the certificate of cremation — needed for
customs — was inside, along with a
sealed bag containing Song Yang’s ashes.

Mr. Song raised the delicate matter of
payment for more than a year’s rental of
storage space — about $600. But the fu-
neral home was well aware of the family’s
woes. Whenever the brother and mother
visited Song Yang’s remains, the mother
was known to weep without pause.

Mr. Liu settled on $200. Then, at Mr.
Song’s request, he wrapped the box in a
cloth of red, the color meant to convey

wishes for safe passage of the soul.
Mr. Song removed a black backpack

from his bag, and the two men carefully
placed the box and the portrait inside. Mr.
Liu helped to strap the bag to Mr. Song’s
back, shook his hand, and said, “Yilu
shunfeng.”

Have a safe journey.
We spent most of 2018 following the

Flushing travails of Mr. Song and Ms. Shi,
as they inhabited the absence of their
loved one, Song Yang. Then, in October,
The New York Times published “The
Case of Jane Doe Ponytail,” our lengthy
account of her death and its aftermath.

Now, in late March, her brother and
mother had to tend to last-minute mat-
ters before ending their American jour-
ney — including the collection from the
funeral home.

Carrying the remains of his sister on
his back, Mr. Song crossed Northern
Boulevard and headed south on Main
Street. So many times he had walked this
street, searching for clues.

Past the Confucius Manning Phar-
macy. The Rainbow women’s clothing
store. The landmark Episcopal church,
St. George’s, where his grieving mother
had found solace. Its members had given
her a sense of purpose by enlisting her to
volunteer at a weekly food pantry.

A construction worker in a hard hat
leaned against the church’s gray stone
wall, smoking a cigarette. He personified
Flushing’s transformation into an oasis
of glass towers. Mr. Song walked through
the man’s blue-white exhalations.

He crossed the busy intersection at
Roosevelt Avenue, where he had once
grabbed his sister’s “boss”: an elusive,
square-headed man known as Lao Li.
Song Yang had paid him as much as $400
a night for a 40th Road apartment and the
illusion of protection.

Their tense encounter had attracted a
crowd, as Mr. Song waved down a police
car and insisted that this “boss” be ar-
rested. Explaining that things do not
work that way in the United States, the
police had allowed Lao Li to scurry away,
leaving Mr. Song confused and angry.

He continued on, deaf to the street
songs of immigrants. A woman hawking
beauty treatments. A man promoting tax
services. A peddler selling Chinese-lan-
guage books, including “F.B.I. Mind
Reading — U.S. Federal Agents Teach
You to See Through People.”

Mr. Song turned right on 40th Road. He
walked along the sidewalk on the south
side, where his sister had once called out
to men.

Song Yang had come with her much-
older husband to Flushing in 2013, after
an economic downturn in Saipan forced
them to close the two restaurants they
owned. With her husband unable to work,
she had scrambled to find a job. Before
long, she was offering sex for money on
40th Road, a dangerously vulnerable job.

She was beaten, robbed and sexually
assaulted. She was also arrested a couple
of times, which she feared might thwart
her chance to secure legal residence in
the United States.

Arrested again in late September 2017,
Song Yang grew despondent. “I’ve fallen
so low I can’t be saved,” she wrote via We-
Chat to a lawyer trying to help her. “With-
out purpose, without direction, what
meaning is there to keep on living?”

On the night of Nov. 25, she fell prey to

another sting, this time by a team of 10
police officers who had nicknamed her
“Jane Doe Ponytail.” She escorted an un-
dercover officer up to her fourth-floor
apartment in the tired building at 135-32
and offered him sex for $80, but he de-
murred and left. Almost immediately she
saw, on a surveillance monitor in the
apartment, the images of police officers
ascending the stairs.

Song Yang hurried to a small balcony
overlooking 40th Road. She hit the pave-
ment a few feet from the undercover offi-
cer, just as he was exiting the building.

Now her brother was looking up at the
balcony from the exact spot where she
had fallen. He entered the building and
climbed the tile steps leading to her old
apartment, where another massage op-
eration, Heaven on 4th, had opened
shortly after her death. But renovation
work blocked the stairwell. A sign on the
window of the first-floor restaurant ex-
plained in Chinese what was happening.

FOR RENT
Third floor, fourth floor
Suitable for all kinds of offices
Price negotiable

Things had changed along 40th Road.
For one thing, the police were target-

ing johns, in keeping with a stated policy
to focus less on the employees of illicit
massage parlors and more on their own-
ers and customers.

The police also began enforcing nui-
sance-abatement laws. One of the first
operations had targeted a massage par-
lor in a building across the street from
135-32 — one run by Song Yang’s old
“boss,” Lao Li. The authorities had pad-

locked its doors and plastered its win-
dows with “CLOSED By Court Order”
and “RESTRAINING ORDER” signs.

Finally, a task force of several city
agencies — including the police, fire and
buildings departments — began focusing
on property and business owners, zero-
ing in, for example, on apartments with
illegal subdivisions and faulty plumbing.

In addition, the news coverage that fol-
lowed Song Yang’s death — including the
account in The Times — had increased
the political pressure to address the sex
business along 40th Road. City Council-
man Peter Koo, who had long received
complaints about women overtly solicit-
ing sex on the street, began calling land-
lords to put them on notice.

No more renting to illegal businesses,
Mr. Koo said he had warned them. And
make sure your tenants do not sublease
space to shadowy operations.

One recent afternoon, a woman who
calls herself DongDong and often wears a
pink bomber jacket emerged from a 40th
Road restaurant carrying takeout.
“We’ve all split up,” she said in Mandarin.
“We can’t stand on the street anymore.”

Later that night, though, DongDong
was lingering, mostly alone, outside her
old haunt. She and other women now con-
nect with customers after midnight, and
then lead them to locations on other
Flushing streets.

The 40th Road cacophony includes the
ping of basketballs in a playground and a
fruit stand’s chatter. But, at least for now,
you rarely hear “Massage? Massage?”

Mr. Song continued to carry his back-
pack south on Main Street, ignoring a
man under the Long Island Rail Road

trestle who was selling patches sure to
relieve pain. He turned right on 41st Ave-
nue — passing a nine-story structure that
wasn’t there when he arrived in Flushing
15 months ago — and entered a squat
building of subdivided apartments where
kitchens and bathrooms are communal.

His mother, Shi Yumei, was waiting in
the 12-by-12-foot room they share. Its
window looks out at the back of two over-
size Chinese characters that advertise
the senior center downstairs. “Happi-
ness,” the characters say.

On the nightstand sat pill bottles and
cigarette lighters. On the mother’s bed,
one of her daughter’s beloved teddy
bears. And, in the corner, eight over-
stuffed pieces of luggage, a few holding
some of the belongings left by Song Yang.

The mother and brother were leaving
that night for John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport. It would take them a full
day to return home to Liaoning Province
in China, where the family plans to bury
Song Yang on a mountainside.

Ms. Shi, 66, sat bent on her bed. She is
much frailer than when she first arrived
more than a year ago. Several months
ago she required hip-replacement
surgery after tripping or being knocked
down on Main Street. She began talking
of her gratitude to the United States.

But the face of her son, sitting across
from her, darkened with every word of
praise for a government that he believed
had caused and covered up his sister’s
death. Suddenly, he threw a suitcase lock.
It hit a wall and clattered to the floor.

“All that’s left of my sister are her ashes
in a box,” he said. He listed other sorrows.
A mother who was now broken, physi-
cally and emotionally. A father whose
hair had turned white. A wife and son he
had not seen in more than a year. “I feel
like Job from the Bible.”

The small room became smaller in the
ensuing quiet. In the corner were the
eight large pieces of luggage. Nine, now,
with the black backpack containing the
remains of their beloved Song Yang.

Song Hai wondered aloud how he
would carry it all.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

‘All That’s Left
Of My Sister 

Are Her Ashes’
By DAN BARRY

and JEFFREY E. SINGER

From top, Song Hai, left,
retrieved the ashes of his
sister, Song Yang, and car-
ried them in a backpack to
the scene of her death. The
tragedy brought him and his
mother, Shi Yumei, left, to
the United States. Far left,
the police have cracked
down on massage parlors.
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The 396 young men began the
day as students in caps and
gowns, ready to graduate from
Morehouse College — full of hope,
but burdened in most cases with
the debts that financed their edu-
cation.

Then their commencement
speaker went off-script with an
extraordinary pledge: the newly
minted alumni of the historically
black college in Atlanta would go
forth into the world free of student
debt.

Robert F. Smith, the billionaire

investor who founded Vista Equi-
ty Partners and became the rich-
est black man in America, told the
crowd that he and his family
would pay off the entire graduat-
ing class’s student debts, freeing
them to begin their next chapter,
whether it was a master’s pro-
gram, a position with Teach for
America or an internship at Gold-
man Sachs, without loan pay-
ments to worry about.

Across the country, student
loan debt has more than doubled
in the past decade, reaching an es-
timated $1.5 trillion, and there are
growing calls to do something
about the mounting burden,

which can leave graduates strug-
gling financially for years after
college. Presidential candidates
like Senator Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts have made debt
cancellation a key plank in their
campaign platforms, and some
states and institutions are moving
to make college tuition-free.

“We’re going to put a little fuel
in your bus,” Mr. Smith, dressed in
academic regalia to receive an
honorary doctorate, said near the
end of his address on Sunday at
the school’s 135th commencement
service. He turned to Morehouse
alumni and issued a challenge.

A Gift to Graduates: Your Loans Will Be Paid Off
By AUDRA D. S. BURCH

and DAVID GELLES

Morehouse College graduates hearing that the billionaire Robert F. Smith would pay their debts.
STEVE SCHAEFER/ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS
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BENI, Democratic Republic of
Congo — When Ebola came to this
city, Janvier Muhindo Mandefu
quit farming and got work bury-
ing the highly contagious bodies
of the victims.

But Mr. Muhindo is less afraid of
Ebola than of the mourners he en-
counters at funerals. He and his
burial team have been attacked by
relatives of the dead, one swing-
ing a hoe. Mourners have shouted
at team members, accusing them
of stealing the organs of corpses,
and have threatened to throw
them into the open graves. Last
month a mourner brandished a
hand grenade, he said, sending
everyone scattering and leaving a
3-year-old Ebola victim unburied.

“Someone like me can be buried
alive,” Mr. Muhindo said as his col-
leagues hosed down their trucks
at the Red Cross compound after
another day of burials.

This outbreak in eastern Congo,
the second-largest ever recorded,
is now spiraling out of control. De-
spite some early success — helped
by a new and effective vaccine —
the disease has come roaring back
in the past two months.

Efforts to combat the epidemic
have been hobbled by attacks on
treatment centers and health
workers; deep suspicion of the na-
tional government, which is man-
aging the eradication efforts; and
growing mistrust of the interna-
tional medical experts who have
struggled to steer patients into the
treatment centers, according to
interviews with dozens of family
members, politicians, doctors and
health workers in recent weeks.

When a doctor was killed, and
treatment centers attacked by
gunmen or set on fire, front-line
health workers suspended their

work, giving the virus time to
spread. Some medical and aid
groups have decided to pull some
of their personnel from the very
areas where Ebola has hit hard-
est.

Nearly 1,150 people have died in
the outbreak so far, according to
the World Health Organization.
But that is a significant under-
count, aid groups said in inter-
views. Health workers have been
turned away regularly from
homes where someone has died,
leaving them unable to test for
Ebola.

Earlier in the outbreak, the po-
lice would remove these bodies
from homes, at gunpoint if neces-
sary, said Philemon Kalondero, 39,
who is often the first member of
his Ebola response team to arrive
at a grief-stricken home.

“The new protocol is that we
just abandon the body,” he said.
“They will learn their lesson when
they get sick.”

When the outbreak was discov-
ered last summer, health workers
had reason to worry. This part of
eastern Congo has long been be-
set by dozens of armed groups
fighting over land, natural re-
sources, ethnicity and religion —
including one outfit with ties to the
Islamic State.

Yet optimism ran strong among
the arriving wave of international
health experts and humanitarian
workers, many of whom had expe-
rience treating Ebola, an often fa-
tal disease caused by a virus that
is transmitted by body fluids.

They came with lessons learned
from the outbreak that tore across
West Africa starting in 2013,
killing over 11,000 people. And
they were buoyed by a recent suc-

Ebola Outbreak Worsens
As Doctors Dodge Attacks

Mourners in Democratic Republic of Congo
Fight Leaders and Health Workers

By JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN

An Ebola survivor with a child whose mother was being tested for the disease in Beni, a city in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
FINBARR O’REILLY FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A12

At a cramped desk on the 22nd
floor of a downtown Manhattan of-
fice building, Gary Roth spotted a
looming disaster.

An urban planner with two
master’s degrees, Mr. Roth had a
new job in 2010 analyzing taxi pol-
icy for the New York City govern-
ment. But almost immediately, he
noticed something disturbing:
The price of a taxi medallion — the
permit that lets a driver own a cab
— had soared to nearly $700,000
from $200,000. In order to buy me-
dallions, drivers were taking out

loans they could not afford.
Mr. Roth compiled his concerns

in a report, and he and several col-
leagues warned that if the city did
not take action, the loans would
become unsustainable and the
market could collapse.

They were not the only ones
worried about taxi medallions. In
Albany, state inspectors gave a
presentation to top officials show-
ing that medallion owners were
not making enough money to sup-
port their loans. And in Washing-
ton, federal examiners repeatedly
noted that banks were increasing
profits by steering cabbies into
risky loans.

They were all ignored.
Medallion prices rose above $1

million before crashing in late
2014, wiping out the futures of
thousands of immigrant drivers

and creating a crisis that has con-
tinued to ravage the industry to-
day. Despite years of warning
signs, at least seven government
agencies did little to stop the col-
lapse, The New York Times found.

Instead, eager to profit off me-

dallions or blinded by the taxi in-
dustry’s political connections, the
agencies that were supposed to
police the industry helped a small
group of bankers and brokers to
reshape it into their own money-
making machine, according to in-
ternal records and interviews
with more than 50 former govern-
ment employees.

For more than a decade, the
agencies reduced oversight of the
taxi trade, exempted it from regu-
lations, subsidized its operations
and promoted its practices,
records and interviews showed.

Their actions turned one of the 

Taxi Drivers Fell Prey While Top Officials Counted the Money
By BRIAN M. ROSENTHAL

TAKEN FOR A RIDE

A Failure to Regulate

Continued on Page A22

Over the past two weeks, a
Staten Island man named James
received an unexpected FedEx
delivery. Then a certified letter.
His phone rang constantly with
calls from people on the 13th
floor of Police Headquarters in
Lower Manhattan. A taxi was
parked outside his home, waiting
for him.

James did not open the FedEx,
the mail or the taxi door.

No matter the entreaties,
James said, he was not going to
testify at the disciplinary trial of
a police officer, Daniel Pantaleo,
who is accused of recklessly
using a chokehold that led to the
death of Eric Garner. One of the
most important witnesses to Mr.
Garner’s death, James, who had
twice given his account under
oath in earlier proceedings, said
this latest one trivialized the
killing of a man. In fear of police
retaliation, he said, he does not
want his last name published.

“I’m done,” he said.
The unanswered calls, the

unopened letters, might well
stand for the dwindling urgency
of coming to grips with a police
encounter and a death that not
long ago had galvanized the
country.

Mr. Garner’s final moments,
calling out “I can’t breathe” 11
times, were captured on video
nearly five years ago and helped
propel the Black Lives Matter
movement. Mr. Garner, who was
being arrested on suspicion of 

Main Witness
In Garner Case

Has No Words

ABOUT NEW YORK

By JIM DWYER

Continued on Page A21

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Anti-
money laundering specialists at
Deutsche Bank recommended in
2016 and 2017 that multiple trans-
actions involving legal entities
controlled by Donald J. Trump
and his son-in-law, Jared Kushner,
be reported to a federal financial-
crimes watchdog.

The transactions, some of
which involved Mr. Trump’s now-
defunct foundation, set off alerts
in a computer system designed to
detect illicit activity, according to
five current and former bank em-
ployees. Compliance staff mem-
bers who then reviewed the trans-
actions prepared so-called suspi-
cious activity reports that they be-
lieved should be sent to a unit of
the Treasury Department that po-
lices financial crimes.

But executives at Deutsche
Bank, which has lent billions of
dollars to the Trump and Kushner
companies, rejected their employ-
ees’ advice. The reports were
never filed with the government.

The nature of the transactions
was not clear. At least some of
them involved money flowing
back and forth with overseas enti-
ties or individuals, which bank
employees considered suspicious.

Real estate developers like Mr.
Trump and Mr. Kushner some-
times do large, all-cash deals, in-
cluding with people outside the
United States, any of which can
prompt anti-money laundering re-
views. The red flags raised by em-
ployees do not necessarily mean
the transactions were improper.
Banks sometimes opt not to file
suspicious activity reports if they 

Trump Activity
Raised Red Flag
Inside His Bank

By DAVID ENRICH

Continued on Page A16

WASHINGTON — The unem-
ployment rate is at a 50-year low,
companies are adding jobs and
the gross domestic product grew
by 3.2 percent in the first quarter,
undercutting predictions of a com-
ing recession.

Yet for all that political upside,
Republicans demonstrated re-
peatedly last week that they were
not positioning themselves to
wage the 2020 election over the
strength of the economy.

President Trump and his top ad-
visers sent mixed signals about a
possible war with Iran. Mr. Trump
outlined a hard-line immigration
proposal that had little chance of
passing, but refocused attention
on the most incendiary issue of his
presidency. His drumbeat about
tariffs on China sent the stock
market gyrating. And in Alabama,
the Republican governor signed a
bill that would effectively ban
abortion, the most recent and far-
reaching of new state restrictions
and a step toward a possible Su-
preme Court showdown over
abortion rights.

Such divisive and destabilizing
stands — driven by Mr. Trump’s
political impulses and by embold-
ened conservatives — could end
up alienating swing voters and
could help Democrats who might
otherwise be on the defensive
over the nation’s relative prosper-
ity, politicians and strategists in
both parties said. And the long-
standing verity that Americans
vote with their pocketbooks may
be tested in 2020 like never before.

G.O.P. Worry:
Hot Economy
Is a Cold Topic

By JONATHAN MARTIN
and ALEXANDER BURNS
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In Belarus, a visit to the salt mines can
evoke memories of prison camps. But
it’s not so for allergy sufferers. PAGE A6
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Draymond Green, the do-it-all forward
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Late Edition
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WASHINGTON — The special
counsel, Robert S. Mueller III, on
Friday delivered a report on his
inquiry into Russian interference
in the 2016 election to Attorney
General William P. Barr, bringing
to a close an investigation that has
consumed the nation and cast a
shadow over President Trump for
nearly two years.

Mr. Barr told congressional
leaders in a letter that he may
brief them on the special counsel’s
“principal conclusions” as early
as this weekend, a surprisingly
fast turnaround for a report antici-
pated for months. The attorney
general said he “remained com-
mitted to as much transparency
as possible.”

In an apparent endorsement of
an investigation that Mr. Trump
has relentlessly attacked as a
“witch hunt,” Mr. Barr said Justice
Department officials never had to
intervene to keep Mr. Mueller
from taking an inappropriate or
unwarranted step. The depart-
ment’s regulations would have re-
quired Mr. Barr to inform the lead-
ers of the House and Senate Judi-
ciary committees about any such
interventions in his letter.

A senior Justice Department of-
ficial said that Mr. Mueller would
not recommend new indictments,
a statement aimed at ending spec-
ulation that Mr. Trump or other
key figures might be charged
down the line.

With department officials em-
phasizing that Mr. Mueller’s inqui-
ry was over and his office closing,
the question for both Mr. Trump’s
critics and defenders was
whether the prosecutors con-
demned the president’s behavior
in their report, exonerated him —
or neither. The president’s law-
yers were already girding for a
possible fight over whether they
could assert executive privilege to
keep parts of the report secret.

Since Mr. Mueller’s appoint-
ment in May 2017, his team has fo-
cused on how Russian operatives
sought to sway the outcome of the
2016 presidential race and
whether anyone tied to the Trump
campaign, wittingly or unwit-
tingly, cooperated with them.
While the inquiry, started months
earlier by the F.B.I., unearthed a
far-ranging Russian influence op-
eration, no public evidence
emerged that the president or his
aides illegally assisted it.

Nonetheless, the damage to Mr.
Trump and those in his circle has
been extensive. A half-dozen for-

mer Trump aides were indicted or
convicted of crimes, mostly for ly-
ing to federal investigators or
Congress. Others remain under
investigation in cases that Mr.
Mueller’s office handed off to fed-
eral prosecutors in New York and
elsewhere.

Dozens of Russian intelligence
officers or citizens, along with
three Russian companies, were
charged in cases that are likely to
languish in court because the de-
fendants cannot be extradited to
the United States.

Republicans immediately
seized upon the news that no more
indictments are expected as a vin-
dication of Mr. Trump and his
campaign. Those reports “con-
firm what we’ve known all along:
There was never any collusion
with Russia,” Representative
Steve Scalise of Louisiana, the
second-highest-ranking House
Republican, said in a statement.

Democrats, including some of
those hoping to supplant Mr.
Trump in the White House in the
2020 election, insisted that Mr.
Mueller’s full report be made pub-
lic, including the underlying evi-
dence. In a joint statement,
Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Califor-
nia and Senator Chuck Schumer
of New York, the top Senate Dem-
ocrat, warned Mr. Barr not to al-
low the White House a “sneak pre-
view” of the document.

MUELLER SUBMITS TRUMP INQUIRY FINDINGS
Attorney General Could Brief Congress in

Days on Report’s ‘Principal Conclusions’

Robert S. Mueller III wrapped
up a nearly two-year inquiry.

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

By SHARON LaFRANIERE and KATIE BENNER
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After nearly three years of
investigation, after hundreds of
interviews and thousands upon
thousands of pages of docu-
ments, after scores of indict-

ments and court
hearings and guilty
pleas, after endless
hours of cable-

television and dinner-table spec-
ulation, the moment of reckoning
has arrived.

It will be a reckoning for Presi-
dent Trump, to be sure, but also
for Robert S. Mueller III, the
special counsel, for Congress, for
Democrats, for Republicans, for
the news media and, yes, for the
system as a whole. The delivery
of Mr. Mueller’s report to the
Justice Department on Friday
marked a turning point that will
shape the remainder of Mr.
Trump’s presidency and test the
viability of American govern-
ance.

Washington has been waiting
for Mr. Mueller’s findings for so
long and invested in them so
much that it may be hard for
what he has delivered to live up
to the breathless anticipation.
But once released, the Mueller
report will transform the political
landscape, fueling calls for the
president’s impeachment or
providing him fodder to claim
vindication — or possibly, in this
live-in-your-own-reality moment,
both at the same time.

Democrats on Friday played
down the notion that the report
would be the final word, fearing
that anything less than a bomb-
shell would undercut their own
drive to investigate Mr. Trump
not only on Russia’s election
interference but on the myriad
other subjects that have drawn
their attention. Mr. Trump, for
his part, had engaged in a partic-
ularly manic Twitter spree lately,
assailing the “witch hunt” and
the “hoax” and everyone he
blames for them, like his fellow
Republicans John McCain and
Jeff Sessions, in what some had
interpreted as a sign of his own
anxiety before the special coun-
sel’s verdict. But he was reported
to appear relieved with early
reports on Friday.

The fact that Mr. Mueller
issued no further indictments as
he wrapped up on Friday and
never charged any Americans
alleging criminal conspiracy
between the Trump campaign
and Russia emboldened the
president’s Republican allies, 

Turning Point
Becomes Test

For President
By PETER BAKER
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WASHINGTON — The mak-
ings of an epic constitutional bat-
tle over the executive branch’s
power to keep information secret
from Congress started to take
shape on Friday, as Attorney Gen-
eral William P. Barr began to
weigh how much to disclose about
the findings of the special counsel,
Robert S. Mueller III.

As Mr. Barr officially informed
Congress that Mr. Mueller had
handed in his long-awaited report

about the Trump-Russia investi-
gation to the Justice Department,
Democrats on Capitol Hill imme-
diately reiterated their demands
to see the entire document — and
more.

Democrats have made clear
they are also determined to gain
access to the Mueller team’s sup-
porting evidence and other inves-

tigative files, virtually guarantee-
ing a fight.

“Now that Special Counsel
Mueller has submitted his report
to the attorney general, it is imper-
ative for Mr. Barr to make the full
report public and provide its un-
derlying documentation and find-
ings to Congress,” Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Senator Chuck Schu-
mer, the Democratic leader, said in
a joint statement.

In a letter to Congress on Fri-
day, Mr. Barr said he might re-
lease Mr. Mueller’s principal con-

What Should Be Made Public? A Battle Looms
By CHARLIE SAVAGE Questions of Executive

Privilege and Secrecy

Continued on Page A17

Sarai Pridgen had just gotten
home from debate practice on
Monday evening when she
opened her laptop to find her
Facebook feed flooded with
stories about a staggering statis-
tic: Only seven black students had
been admitted into Stuyvesant
High School, out of 895 spots. The
number was causing a wrenching
citywide discussion about race
and inequality in America’s larg-
est school system.

Sarai said she felt sickened by
the statistic — yet unsurprised. A
16-year-old sophomore, she is one
of just 29 black students out of
about 3,300 teenagers at
Stuyvesant.

“I go to this school every day, I
walk through the hallways of this
school, and I don’t think I see a
black person usually through my
day,” said Sarai, who lives in Park
Slope, Brooklyn. “It wasn’t shock
that I felt, it was the same wave of

disappointment I feel every time I
look at the demographics of this
school.”

New York is being rocked by a
fight over the future of its selec-
tive schools, but at Stuyvesant,
the admission statistics are espe-
cially piercing. For students, it is
hard enough being a teenager, bal-
ancing grades and homework

with social pressures and a bar-
rage of Instagram Stories.

But imagine being one of the
few black and Hispanic students
at one of the country’s most selec-
tive public schools.

The nine black and Hispanic
students who gathered for an in-
terview after school on Wednes-

Fed Up and Pushing for Diversity at Elite School
By ELIZA SHAPIRO

New York’s Stuyvesant High has few blacks and Hispanics.
CHRISTOPHER LEE FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
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WASHINGTON — President
Trump undercut his own Treasury
Department on Friday with a sud-
den announcement that he had
rolled back newly imposed North
Korea sanctions, appearing to
overrule national security experts
as a favor to Kim Jong-un, the
North Korean leader.

The move, announced on Twit-
ter, was a remarkable display of
dissension within the Trump ad-
ministration. It created confusion
at the highest levels of the federal
government, just as the presi-
dent’s aides were seeking to pres-
sure North Korea into returning to
negotiations over dismantling its
nuclear weapons program.

“It was announced today by the
U.S. Treasury that additional
large scale Sanctions would be
added to those already existing
Sanctions on North Korea,” Mr.
Trump tweeted. “I have today or-
dered the withdrawal of those ad-

ditional Sanctions!”
The Treasury Department an-

nounced new sanctions on Friday
against Iran and Venezuela, but
not North Korea.

However, economic penalties
were imposed on Thursday on two
Chinese shipping companies sus-
pected of helping North Korea
evade international sanctions.

Those penalties, announced with
news releases and a White House
briefing, were the first imposed
against North Korea since late last
year and came less than a month
after a summit meeting between
Mr. Trump and Mr. Kim collapsed
in Hanoi, Vietnam, without a deal.

It was initially believed that Mr. 

A Defiant Trump Mutes North Korea Sanctions
By ALAN RAPPEPORT

Continued on Page A11

President Trump rescinded new penalties affecting North Korea.
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LONG WAIT Not even the president’s personal lawyer seemed to have
any idea what was happening as Friday dragged on. PAGE A18
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By SCOTT CACCIOLA

If you have somehow missed
watching the Golden State War-
riors this season, you might have
a quaint notion of how basketball
is played.

You might believe, for instance,
that 3-point shots are difficult. Or
that players should generally
avoid hoisting jumpers 35 feet
from the basket. Or that, in the
N.B.A., a team cannot clinch a
playoff berth in February, with
six weeks left in the season.

None of that is true anymore,
thanks to one player: Stephen
Curry, a butterfly with a jump
shot who is reshaping people’s
understanding of the game.

Jargon usually found on air-
port bookstore display racks has
come to the hardwood, thanks to
Curry. He is an outlier. He has
caused a tipping point in basket-
ball. The biggest disrupter in
sports is on display in — where
else? — the Bay Area.

In recent days, Curry has bro-
ken the league record for 3-point-
ers in a season — which he did
for the first time two seasons ago
— and the Warriors (53-5) still
have 24 games left to play, start-
ing Tuesday night at home
against the Atlanta Hawks. He
has made 288 3-pointers this sea-
son, eclipsing the 286 he made
last season. (So he is now No. 1,

No. 2 and, you guessed it, No. 3
on the single-season list, with 272
during 2012-13.)

The Warriors could lose the
rest of their games and still make
the playoffs. They will not lose 

He Shoots. He Scores at Will.
He Forever Reshapes a Sport.

Continued on Page B10
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Stephen Curry can regularly
hit shots from 35 feet away.

By KATE ZERNIKE

SAN FRANCISCO — The fifth
graders in Jade Cooney’s class-
room compete against a kitchen
timer during lessons to see how
long they can sustain good be-
havior — raising hands, disagree-
ing respectfully and looking one
another in the eye — without los-
ing time to insults or side con-
versations.

As reward for minutes without
misconduct, they win prizes like
20 seconds to kick their feet up on
their desks or to play rock-paper-
scissors. And starting this year,
their school and schools in eight
other California districts will test
students on how well they have
learned the kind of skills like self-
control and conscientiousness
that the games aim to cultivate —
ones that might be described as
everything you should have
learned in kindergarten but are
still reading self-help books to
master in middle age. 

A recent update to federal edu-
cation law requires states to in-
clude at least one nonacademic
measure in judging school per-
formance. So other states are
watching these districts as a po-
tential model. But the race to test
for so-called social-emotional 

Testing for Grit?
Schools Pushed
On Social Skills

Continued on Page A20
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The Macedonian police used tear gas to repel migrants trying to cross from Greece. Page A4. 
Desperate Scramble

By AMY CHOZICK 
and PATRICK HEALY

In the days after Donald J.
Trump vanquished his Republi-
can rivals in South Carolina and
Nevada, prominent Democrats
supporting Hillary Clinton ar-
ranged a series of meetings and
conference calls to tackle a ques-
tion many never thought they
would ask: How do we defeat Mr.
Trump in a general election?

Several Democrats argued that
Mrs. Clinton, should she be her
party’s nominee, would easily
beat Mr. Trump. They were confi-
dent that his incendiary remarks
about immigrants, women and
Muslims would make him unac-
ceptable to many Americans.
They had faith that the growing
electoral power of black, Hispan-
ic and female voters would de-
liver a Clinton landslide if he
were the Republican nominee.

But others, including former
President Bill Clinton, dismissed
those conclusions as denial. They
said that Mr. Trump clearly had a
keen sense of the electorate’s
mood and that only a concerted
campaign portraying him as dan-
gerous and bigoted would win
what both Clintons believe will be
a close November election.

That strategy is beginning to
take shape, with groups that sup-
port Mrs. Clinton preparing to
script and test ads that would
portray Mr. Trump as a misogy-
nist and an enemy to the working
class whose brash temper would 

Democrats Prepare a Trump Battle Plan
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Voting on Super Tuesday
Tuesday is the largest voting day of 
primaries and caucuses for both parties, 
with 11 states apiece and about a 
quarter of all delegates at stake. Poll 
closings are shown in Eastern time.

The Republican Contests

Donald J. Trump’s success with 
evangelicals is expected to help 
him dominate these six 
Southern states. 

Recent polls show Ted Cruz 
ahead of Mr. Trump in Texas.  
It’s hard to see how Mr. Cruz 
stays in the race if he loses.

Minnesota appears to be 
Marco Rubio’s best 
chance for a win.

Home to some of the country’s 
most liberal Democrats, 
Massachusetts is a must-win 
for Bernie Sanders.  

Note: Republicans from Colorado and 
American Samoa will allocate their 
delegates at a later date. Alaska’s 
Democratic caucuses are scheduled 
for March 26.

Hillary Clinton is expected to win 
most of the Southern states, 
including Arkansas, where she 
was once the first lady.

The Democratic Contests
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Polls in some areas of Texas
and Alabama close at different times.
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Continued on Page A14

Urgent Strategizing
for a Challenge
Few Expected

ON THE FRINGE Donald Trump’s
message is resonating with white
supremacists. PAGE A15

By ADAM LIPTAK

WASHINGTON — Breaking a
decade-long silence, Justice Clar-
ence Thomas on Monday sudden-
ly started asking questions from
the Supreme Court bench. 

After saying nothing for years
during oral arguments that have
helped shape the fabric of Ameri-
can law, Justice Thomas seemed
eager to re-engage as he sub-
jected a government lawyer to a
number of pointed inquiries. But
Justice Thomas said nothing to
clear up why he had chosen to
end his silence now, exactly 10
years and one week after his last
question. 

His record will stand for a long
time — it has no modern competi-
tion. It has been at least 45 years
since any other member of the
court went even a single term
without asking a question.

Justice Thomas’s explanations
for his disengagement have var-
ied, but he has said lately that the
other justices simply asked so
many questions that they were
rude to the lawyers before them.
The member of the court who
asked the most questions was
Justice Antonin Scalia, whose
empty seat next to Justice Thom-
as’s remained draped in black.

It was hard to escape the con-
clusion that the absence of the
voluble Justice Scalia, who had
dominated Supreme Court argu-

Continued on Page A19

Thomas Ends
10-Year Silence

On the Bench

Justice Asks Questions
in Gun Rights Case

By THOMAS ERDBRINK

TEHRAN — Nearly three
years after Iran’s reform-minded
president was elected, the most
reactionary voices in Iranian
politics are losing ground to mod-
erates buoyed by the sweeping
nuclear deal with big powers, in-
cluding the United States.

Though hard-liners still control
the most powerful positions and
institutions of the state, two na-
tional elections last week ap-
peared to build on the slow but
unmistakable evolution toward a
more moderate political land-
scape — now and into the future.

Allies of President Hassan
Rouhani made strong gains in
parliamentary elections, control-
ling the entire 30-seat delegation
representing the capital, Tehran,
and carving out an influential mi-
nority bloc. At the same time, the
two most radical clerics were
ousted from the Assembly of Ex-
perts, a panel with the constitu-
tional duty to select the nation’s
next supreme leader, should that
position become vacant.

The voting was seen as a refer-
endum of sorts on the nuclear
deal, and virtually every promi-
nent critic of the pact was de-
feated.

The results also gave some
weight to President Obama’s
carefully couched hopes that the
nuclear deal — which was heav-

Continued on Page A9

IRAN MODERATES 
MAKE BIG GAINS

IN 2 ELECTIONS

LOSSES FOR HARD-LINERS

Votes Were Seen as a
Referendum on
Nuclear Deal

In briefs for the Supreme
Court, more than 100 women told
of their abortions. Page A18.

Support for Abortion Rights

Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr., chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, above right
with Defense Secretary Ashton B. Car-
ter, said that American-backed forces
were getting set to retake the Iraqi city
from the Islamic State. PAGE A8

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

Preparing for Battle of Mosul

The Obama administration has warned
that a cyberattack like one on Ukraine’s
power grid in December could happen
in the United States. PAGE A6

An Alert on Cyberattacks

It is not unusual for two families to
share an apartment, and laborers to
share rooms, in parts of New York City,
posing health and safety risks. PAGE A22

NEW YORK A22-27

Housing Crisis Spurs Crowding

The city, which has emerged from bank-
ruptcy and is eking out a tentative re-
covery, now faces a crisis with its public
schools. With falling enrollment and a
debt of $3.5 billion, the district could run
out of money by April. PAGE A12

NATIONAL A12-20

Detroit Schools in Fiscal Peril

Senior Chief Special Warfare Operator
Edward C. Byers Jr. received the award
for valor in a hostage rescue. He is a
member of SEAL Team 6, famous for
killing Osama bin Laden. PAGE A12

SEAL Wins Medal of Honor

A judge has denied a government re-
quest that Apple extract data from an
iPhone in New York, giving the compa-
ny some support as it resists being com-
pelled to do so in other cases. PAGE B1

BUSINESS DAY B1-7

A Privacy Ruling Favors Apple 

Viewers turned away from the broad-
cast, though all eyes are now on the film
academy to keep its promises of in-
creasing diversity. PAGE B1

Oscar Ratings Tumble Further

Military veterans are seeking help for
infertility suffered as a result of combat
or training. PAGE D1

SCIENCE TIMES D1-7

Healing the Wounds of War 

As the final Italian
collections were
shown, designers
took a variety of ap-
proaches to looks
worthy of the
boardroom. The
Marni fall 2016 col-
lection, left, fea-
tured sweeping
capes and pleated
pants. 

MILAN FASHION WEEK A21

The Power Suit
Returns, Softly

David Brooks PAGE A29

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A28-29

When a New York State labor
investigator entered a Long Is-
land nail salon last July, she spot-
ted two women sneaking out the
back. The owner insisted that they
did not work there.

But the truth emerged several

days later, when one of the women
called the investigator and said
her boss had told her to flee so she
could not be interviewed about
her wages. When the investigator
returned to the salon, American
Beauty, in Port Washington, N.Y.,
she was surprised when the
owner lied to her again about the
woman.

“I said, ‘Oh my God, I can’t be-

lieve this,’” the investigator, Ceci-
lia J. Maloney, recalled.

Labor investigators have swept
through nail salons across the
state since May, when Gov. An-
drew M. Cuomo ordered them to
step up their scrutiny of the indus-
try in response to a series of arti-
cles in The New York Times that
revealed abysmal pay and work-

Nail Salon Checks Show Abuses and Confusion

Continued on Page A26

By KIM BARKER 
and RUSS BUETTNER
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Leveraging our “Truth Is Worth It” campaign,  
we wanted to highlight our local reporting in  

New York and show New Yorkers how The Times  
is committed to covering issues that affect them.



“The Truth Is Worth It,” our global brand 
campaign, focuses on the time, effort and 
rigor that go into our journalists’ pursuit of 
the truth, from following leads to cultivating 
sources to tirelessly checking every detail. 

The campaign highlights individual pieces 
of Times journalism, such as reporting on 
child separation at the U.S.-Mexico border, 
investigating the Trump family finances,  
and recounting the experiences of the  
Rohingya minority in Myanmar.



To bring the campaign home to New York, we identified key pieces of 
reporting that showcased the rigor and persistence of our local journalism.



We called the campaign, “The Truth Is Local.”



In June 2019, we launched a 
multifaceted campaign, showing  
New Yorkers why Times journalism  
in New York is valuable to them  
and worth supporting.



Television, audio, OOH, print ads, 
email and paid social revealed how 
Times journalists reported on the city’s 
aging subway system to show how 
and why the system was falling apart.



Other paid social and banner ads emphasized the rigor and persistence of Times 
journalism across the city—highlighting reporting that exposed wrongdoing,  

held power to account and revealed the significance of an evolving city.



In keeping with the local intent of our campaign,  
we brought important Times journalism to life right 

where the reporting happened — creating high-
impact storefronts across the five boroughs.



After a Times reporter spotted a headline crassly 
summarizing a woman’s death during a police 

sting operation, he and a colleague spent nearly 
a year uncovering her story. They revealed the 

exploitative world of massage parlors — where 
the woman worked — the dreams and struggles 
of recently arrived immigrants, and the fullness 
of the woman’s life, symbolized by the butterfly 
image she had used since childhood in China.

HONORING THE LIFE OF A QUEENS WOMAN



Queens



After learning of a long-abandoned subway 
tunnel intended to connect Staten Island  

and Brooklyn, a Times journalist dove into two 
years of extensive research. Stonewalled by the 

M.T.A., she spoke with historians and uncovered 
Times archival reporting from the early 1900s. 

She uncovered together the fascinating story  
of how this subway project failed — and how  

its absence shaped Staten Island today.

UNEARTHING STATEN ISLAND’S LOST HISTORY



Staten Island



In 2019, only a handful of Bronx students  
made it into the city’s top high schools.  

To determine why, our reporters conducted 
dozens of interviews with officials, students  

and families. They visited schools and facilities 
all over the city, and located and analyzed the 

most complete statistics on school enrollment — 
to show how Bronx kids have been shut out  

from educational opportunity.

EXPOSING EDUCATIONAL INEQUALITY IN THE BRONX



The Bronx



A New York Times reporter spent months 
revealing how a well-known homicide detective 

and a win-at-all-costs district attorney’s office 
used fake confessions, discredited witnesses 
and other tactics to put innocent men behind 

bars. Our reporter’s work led to the ouster of the 
district attorney, and, over the next few years, the 
overturning of about a dozen murder convictions.

BRINGING JUSTICE TO BROOKLYN



Brooklyn



With the taxi industry in crisis, a team of New 
York Times reporters uncovered how a small 
group of industry leaders drove up the price of 

taxi medallions and steered thousands of drivers 
into reckless loans and massive debt. During 10 
months of reporting, our reporters interviewed 

more than 400 people, created a database 
of all medallion sales since 1995 and studied 

thousands of financial documents.

INVESTIGATING RECKLESS TAXI LENDING IN MANHATTAN



Manhattan



Each of the five storefronts had an 
accompanying audio narrative that 
featured the journalist explaining  
his or her reporting journey.



A digital Times Square billboard  
on the old New York Times building 
highlighted our legacy in the city.



Unique merchandise inspired New 
Yorkers to express their support for 
their boroughs and Times journalism.



We encouraged New Yorkers to  
support our journalism by subscribing 
to The Times. Around our storefronts, 
we distributed a special section — 
focused on local journalism — with  
a custom offer. This offer also appeared 
in on-site banners surrounding local 
coverage on nytimes.com.



The campaign drove more than  
1.1. billion earned social impressions  
and coverage from local media outlets. 



The campaign also saw significant lifts in brand 
perception across several attributes, including 

agreement that The Times is a news source that 
creates impactful change and an increase in 
understanding what it takes for The Times  

to produce quality journalism.



The local campaign also saw a strong rise in purchase 
intent, particularly among a millennial audience — 

outperforming our national campaign.



Our effort in New York showed that taking over 
a local market with a compelling message across 
integrated assets can have a strong impact on our 
business and the way readers perceive our brand.




