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T he ideal time to make holiday 
reservations — booking a flight or
cruise, reserving hotel rooms, signing
on for a tour — is a subject that can
prompt great debate. Escape asked
travel insiders to share their secrets

about booking early and the savings it brings.

CRUISES
Adam Armstrong, Royal Caribbean Australia’s 
managing director, says with more than 
1.2 million Aussies holidaying on the high seas 
every year, it’s more important than ever to book 
well in advance. 

This can help secure great fares as well as your
preferred sailing dates during busy seasons such 
as the summer school holidays.

“The ideal booking time is different for 
different locations and start-of-the-year and 
midyear sales — usually six to 12 months in 
advance of the summer cruise season — offer the 

best deals for our local Australian, South Pacific 
and New Zealand sailings,’’ he says. 

“We recommend booking up to 12 months in 
advance for the northern summer, with European 
and Alaskan cruises best booked from around 
October when airlines release their early bird 
offers. Caribbean and Asian sailings don’t follow 
the same seasonal booking trends and we find 
Australians book throughout the year.”

FLYING
According to Skyscanner, the website that has 
developed a planning tool that shows travellers 
when airline tickets are at their lowest, the ideal 
time to book is several months before departure.

“Airlines have a sophisticated seat 
management system that ensures they fill seats 
on their planes, which leads to volatile airfares, 
especially when it gets close to departure dates,’’ 
Skyscanner principal growth manager Emily 
Callahan says. “The general rule is to plan early 

and set up price alerts to monitor the rise and fall 
in flight prices, and the Skyscanner ‘best time to 
book’ tool aims to help travellers identify the 
ideal time to book and save.’’

HOTELS
HotelsCombined Australia’s head of marketing 
Chris Rivett says the best time to book holiday 
accommodation is five or six months before 
hitting the road, with the benefits of early 
reservations more than just economic.

“Hotel availability and selection is the most 
important factor in booking hotels in advance, 
to ensure you not only get the best room but 
have the most choice,’’ he explains. 

“Another advantage of booking early is you 
have time to plan and budget for other aspects of 
your trip such as daily activities and tours, even 
having time to monitor the best currency 
conversion rates and travel cards available, and 
not paying express passport processing fees.”

GET IN EARLY
S A R A H  N I C H O L S O N  

Holiday savings start with early bird bookings

T R A V E L  W I S D O M  

P I C T U R E S :  I S T O C K

ASIA
9-DAY PACKAGE
$1999
Explore South-East Asia with an eight-night 
package including return flights from Australia 
from $1999 a person. The trip includes a seven-
night cruise on board Costa Victoria, stopping at 
Ko Samui, Bangkok and Sihanoukville and a 
night of pre-cruise accommodation in 
Singapore. The offer is valid for a February 2, 
2018, departure. 
PH 1800 924 692, IMAGINECRUISING.COM. AU

US
14-DAY PACKAGE
$4699
See the best of the US when you book a 14-night 
package priced from $4699 a person, including 
return flights from Australia. Tick Alaska, Las 
Vegas and Waikiki off your bucket-list and set sail 
on a seven-night Alaskan cruise on Royal 
Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas. The price 
includes all port taxes and a twin-share inside 
cabin on the cruise. Offer valid for a May 24, 2018, 
departure and is for sale until August 31, 2017. 
PH 1300 655 492, HOOTCRUISES.COM. AU 

CHINA/JAPAN
14-DAY PACKAGE
$1599
Combine a trip to Japan and China on a 13-night 
itinerary, now priced from $1599 a person, 
including return flights from Sydney. Enjoy a 
seven-night escorted tour of China seeing all the 
highlights including the Great Wall, then 
embark on a five-night cruise through Japan on 
Royal Caribbean’s Quantum of the Seas, 
stopping at Hiroshima and Kochi. The offer is 
valid for a March 19, 2018, departure. 
PH 1300 596 34 5, CRUISE1ST.COM. AU

WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
20-DAY TOUR AND CRUISE PACKAGE
$4999
Tour Spain and Portugal over seven days before 
embarking on a seven-night cruise on Royal 
Caribbean’s Symphony of the Seas, visiting five 
ports of call in the western Mediterranean. Then 
enjoy three nights at leisure in Dubai. This deal 
includes Emirates flights, all transfers, and all 
on-cruise meals. Departures are available 
between April 28 and September 29.
1300 315 802, NE XUSHOLIDAYS.COM. AU

K O  S A M U I

TUESDAY’S BEST DEALS 

Important Information: For full terms and conditions including travel dates and availability visit www.hootcruises.com.au. Lead in price  per person, 
based on twin share interior cabin, and are correct at publication. Price inclusive of all taxes and fees, are subject to availability and may change without 
notice. Must be booked before 14th September 2017 or until sold out. $100 onboard credit is per cabin and applies to new balcony cabin bookings only. 
Offer not combinable with any other offer or promotion unless otherwise stated. Individual cruise line terms and conditions may apply. Hoot Cruises IATA, 
TAANZ and CLIA accredited.       HTC195

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

for cruises to Asia or 
New Zealand.

Hurry, call now 1300 732 029
Visit hootcruises.com.au

Fly, Stay, Cruise 9 nights from 

$2499
Cruise 10 nights from just

$1799
Airfares ex Sydney

1 night Singapore (pre & post cruise)

Hop-On Hop-Off 24hr bus pass

7 night cruise on Mariner of the Seas

USD $100 OnBoard credit per cabin

Departs 21 Mar 18

10 night in an Interior Cabin with 
Royal Caribbean International on 
the Ovation of the Seas

Departs 13 Mar 1830 30

Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Phuket , 
Penang, Langkawi, Singapore

Sydney, Fiordland National Park, 
Dunedin, Wellington, Napier, 
Picton, Sydney

Book by 26 August and get 
USD $100 OnBoard credit per cabin

Family Quad rates available 
on request

twin share
per adult

twin share
per adult

To enter visit 

hootcruises.com.au/competitions

WIN a 7 night cruise 
valued at $849pp + 
US$500 Onboard Credit!
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P O R T  R E P O R T  ®  N O U M E A

TAKE THE PLUNGE
Situated on the edge of the world’s 
largest lagoon, Noumea boasts plenty 
of stunning bays and white-sand 
beaches. Most renowned are Anse 
Vata (the largest beach) and Baie de 
Citrons (or Lemon Bay), which is the 
more family-friendly of the two. 

Irrespective of the patch of sand 
you park yourself on, exploring the 
famous lagoon should be on your 
agenda. Its warm waters entice more 
than 2000 species of tropical fish, 
including stingrays and New 
Caledonia’s native giant marine snail, 
the nautilus. Either grab your snorkel 
and jump in, or go scuba diving with 
one of the many diving operators. 

The coral reef bordering the lagoon
is only 45km away and is actually 
more accessible than the Great 
Barrier Reef.

INTO THE WILD
From adventures at sea, to ones on 
land — an hour to two by road south of
Noumea, at the Blue River Provincial 
Park (Parc Provincial de la Riviere 
Bleue), beaches and coconut trees 
give way to dense rainforest and 
bright orange, mineral-rich soil. 

Its 9000ha of untouched 
wilderness offers great hiking and 
mountain biking, alongside 
refreshing waterfalls and lakes. You 
can even camp overnight. 

The park is also the habitat for New
Caledonia’s endangered national 
bird, the cagou. 

ISLAND HOP
Even if you’re only on a shore 
excursion, you can still do a quick hop 
to one of the nearby islands. The 
closest — and the quickest to get to — 
is the beautiful Ile aux Canards (Duck 
Island). Catch a five-minute water 
taxi ride from Anse Vata beach and 
you’ll discover everything you need 
for a few hours of bliss under the sun 
— umbrellas, cabanas under palm 
trees and a handy hut with a bar 
serving ice-cold drinks and snacks. 

Rich in marine life, the underwater
snorkel trail is a must-do to explore 
brightly coloured coral and tropical 
fish just 50m from shore. 

THE CORAL REEF 
BORDERING THE 

LAGOON IS MORE 
ACCESSIBLE THAN THE 
GREAT BARRIER REEF

B etween Australia and Fiji,
New Caledonia offers year-
round sunshine, pristine
beaches, world-class diving
and sparkling seas; and its
capital Noumea is a

gateway to all that the beautiful 
French territory has to offer. And for 
Australian cruisers, who have ranked 
New Caledonia as their No. 1 
destination, it’s officially our 
favourite port of call. 

Recent tourism statistics reflect the
love affair we’re having with the South
Pacific gem — Aussie visitor numbers 
have risen 34 per cent in three years, 
and in 2017 alone, the number of 
tourists increased more than 1000 
from February to March. 

Considering the port’s natural 
beauty, this isn’t surprising. 

A little piece of France in the Pacific
Ocean, Noumea is both cosmopolitan 
and relaxed at the same time. Pretty 
bays, beaches and a huge lagoon (the 

largest in the world, no less) are home 
territory for 100,000 people, a 
cultural melting pot of French and 
indigenous cultures. 

Whether you’re visiting on an 
organised day tour or in town for a 
night or two, here are six essential 
experiences to add to your hit-list. 

CULTURE VULTURE
Kickstart your Noumea adventure by 
getting an appreciation and 
understanding of the local heritage at 
the Tjibaou Cultural Centre.

Situated just out of town, the 
museum is made up of 10 wooden 
structures reflecting the shape of 
traditional Kanak (the indigenous 
people of New Caledonia) ceremonial 
houses. 

Exhibiting tribal relics and 
examples of huts, clothing and 
farming practises, the centre is also 
home to the world’s largest collection 
of Pacific art.

EAT UP
Whether it’s a buttery pain au 
chocolat or an expertly cooked coq au 
vin, New Caledonia is distinctively 
French and Noumea has French fare 
on every corner. From chichi 
restaurants with white tablecloths to 
tempting bakeries, if you’re already 
packing a few extra kilos thanks to the 
shipboard buffet, you might want to 
exercise restraint here as there’s 
seriously good eating to be had.

Start at the island’s oldest baker, La
Vieille France, where locals queue 
early for croissants and pastries. 

For dinner with a touch of celebrity,
check out La Pirogue at Chateau 
Royal Beach Resort and Spa where 
head chef and New Caledonian 
Master Chef judge Ludovic Copleux, 
serves up delectable French-Asian 
fusion food. 

If your bank balance or your tastes
don’t swing to five-star dining, go the 
picnic route — supermarkets have all 

the staples you would expect to find 
in any good Parisian store, and pick 
up some wine at Le Pavilion des Vins. 

For a decadent addition to your 
picnic hamper, head for the shop of 
artisan chocolatier, Patrick Morand, 
in the Latin Quarter. The island’s 
Willy Wonka gives the treats a South 
Pacific twist with flavours such as 
mandarin and kaffir lime. 

MAKE TRACKS
Looking for the perfect view and an 
excuse to walk off the irresistible 
butter-laden French treats? 

Exercise and ease your conscience
at the same time by hiking up to Ouen 
Toro Lookout. At 132m, the hill is a 
haven for local walkers and joggers 
with well-posted signs making it easy 
to explore the area. 

It also has some of the best views of
the town and the lagoon. Time your 
visit for either early morning or dusk 
to catch a stunning sunrise or sunset. 

SHIP TO
SHORE

Noumea’s many eateries and restaurants offer picturesque bayside vistas with their beachside settings.

P I C T U R E :  T O U R I S M  N E W  C A L E D O N I A

P A U L  E W A R T  

flightcentre.com.au
131 600
book@flightcentre.com

 
▼Restrictions & conditions apply. Please ask us for further details or visit our website at www.flightcentre.com.au/lowest-airfare-guarantee. †Interest Free: Approved applicants only on a Lombard 180 Visa card. Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply including a $99 Annual Fee charged on the account open date and annually on the 
anniversary of the account open date. Minimum finance amount applies and is valid on holidays over $999. Interest, currently 22.99% p.a., is payable on any balance outstanding after the interest free period. Ask in store for details. Credit provided by Lombard Finance Pty Limited ABN 31 099 651 877, Australian Credit Licence number 247415. 
Lombard® is brought to you by FlexiGroup®. *For full terms and conditions please refer to the full page Flight Centre advertisement. Valid for sale until sold out. FROM SYDNEY. Flight Centre Travel Group Limited (ABN 25 003 377 188) trading as Flight Centre. ATAS Accreditation No. A10412.  sdt_22aug_ms_tt

SAVE 
44%*

HAND-PICKED
LUXURY HOLIDAYS

THE WESTIN RESORT, 

NUSA DUA

Airfare + 7 nights



from
$1249

*

Select Travel 1 Sep 17 – 30 Jun 18 Deal 4844069 

Click, call or visit us in store today
flightcentre.com.au/ultimate 131 600

SECURE THESE GREAT DEALS 

NOW WITH A $99 DEPOSIT

WE GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY 

OR YOUR MONEY BACK.* 

STRICTLY LIMITED.

TOTAL
VALUE

$2246
*
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Harrison says that has to do with 
boredom and limited options on 
board. Then there is the theory of ego 
depletion, which affects more than 
just our movie choices when we fly. 

“That means if your senses are 
overwhelmed, you tend not to be as 
rational in your decision-making as 
you are in normal life.” Harrison says 
airports and aeroplanes overwhelm 
us with sensory stimulation with the 
amount of noise, light and smells they 
surround us with. “You’re just not as 
capable of thinking things through in 
a rational way, so you rely on a form of 
emotional decision-making rather 
than rational decision-making.” 

THE THINGS WE’LL WEAR 
When we’re up in the air the good 
travel clothes are off, the pyjamas are 
on, and I’m fresh-faced with a slick of 
rosehip oil to keep my skin hydrated. 
Up in the air it feels right, but I’ll be 
back in my street clothes before I walk 
out of those plane doors. 

Michael Brein, a social 
psychologist who specialises in travel 
and intercultural communication, 
says when people fly the normal 
regulatory constraints don’t apply. 

“People are more oriented towards
letting their hair down a bit more, and 
since they are more anonymous, they 
are less inhibited.” 

So unless I have something that 
needs my full attention when I land, 
I’m going to keep letting myself get 
away with the things that I do. 

After all, as Harrison puts it, airports
and planes are a wacky unreality. “It’s 
not real, and depending on the length 
of your flight, it’s 13 hours of fantasy. 
Why not take advantage of it.” 

plane are limited, so even if we 
wouldn’t eat that food or drink at that 
hour anywhere else, it feels like a 
significant loss to miss out. 

And when it comes to drinking, 
Harrison points out that you don’t 
usually have someone walking along 
your hallway asking if you’d like some 
wine. “It’s so far removed from 
normal life that we think, why not?” 

That said, on any given flight you 
will have those who are indulging and 
those who are not. 

John Demartini, a human 
behaviour expert and founder of the 
Demartini Institute, says everyone 
has their own set of priorities and we 
make our decisions accordingly. 

“When we are doing things that are
aligned with our highest values, the 
blood glucose in our brain goes into 
the executive centre, the prefrontal 
cortex, that is involved in self-
governance. But when we’re not 
living with a high priority intention, 
the blood glucose goes down into a 
more interior part of the brain called 
the amygdala. That’s more about 
instincts and impulses and 
immediate pleasure-seeking.” 

Demartini says if you’re going on a
vacation with no accountabilities, 
you’ll have a higher probability of 
hedonism, which is searching for 
immediate pleasures. You’re more 
likely to drink the champagne, over eat 
and experience whatever there is.

THE THINGS WE’LL WATCH 
Something happens in the air that 
makes movies funnier or sadder, and 
I’ve been on emotional roller-coasters 
in the air only to wonder what I saw in 
it when I watch it again at home.

It’s amazing what I’ll let myself get 
away with when I fly. Champagne with 
breakfast isn’t just acceptable, it 
would be rude not to raise a glass to the
trip ahead; Krispy Kreme doughnuts 
are reasonable snack choices in 
airports, movies that you couldn’t 
have dragged me to see in a cinema 
seem like a good idea, and I’ll put on 
my pyjamas and remove my make-up 
before sitting with strangers. 

I’ve had a loose theory that these 
unusual behaviours take place 
because Holiday Me is in charge and is 
having fun doing all the things Normal 
Me wouldn’t, well, normally do. 

But knowing I’m not the only one to

act this way I decided to turn to some 
experts to find out what’s really going 
on. So, why do we do the things we do? 

THE THINGS WE’LL EAT AND DRINK 
Paul Harrison, Professor of Marketing 
and Consumer Behaviour at Deakin 
University, says as flying is not normal 
life, we change the way we think. 
“Airports are in the middle of nowhere, 
then you’re on a massive tube flying 
through the sky. You’re remote from 
any other reality and therefore you 
adjust your expectations.” 

Harrison says one of the factors at
play is known as the scarcity effect. 
We think about how things on the 

P I C T U R E :  I S T O C K

T R A V E L  W I S D O M  ®  F L I G H T  O F  F A N C Y

A M A N D A  W O O D S

Normal behaviour goes out 
the window when we fly

WHY 
WE’RE 
AIRHEADS

north americaCOLLETTE’S TOURS
100 Years in the Making – Yours Now!

From snow-capped mountains to lively cities and beyond, the 
keys to this vast, diverse and fascinating land can all be held 
in your hands. Turn the pages of Collette’s new North America 
brochure and start planning your holiday!

ORDER YOUR BROCHURE TODAY!  1300 792 195  |  AUsales@collette.com  |  gocollette.com.au

Collette’s new 2018-2019 North America
brochure has just been released!

P R I VAT E 
C H A U F F E U R 
D R I V E  S E R V I C E
S E E  PA G E  9  F O R  D E TA I L S

USA & CANADA
2018–2019

North Am
erican Guided Travel  2018 -2019

ALASKA DISCOVERY with
CANADIAN ROCKIES by TRAIN

featuring Rocky Mountaineer®

Relax as you tour past epic scenery including a 
Princess Cruise through the Inside Passage and 

Glacier Bay. Climb aboard The Rocky Mountaineer® 
as it takes you between Vancouver and Banff  on a 

once-in-a-lifetime picturesque train journey.

NOW FROM $10,190 PP

18 Days • 36 Meals SAVE $1,132 PP

THE BEST OF
EASTERN CANADA

See what makes Canada’s eastern cities so 
unforgettable. Tour the sights and landmarks

from Montreal to Toronto.

NOW FROM $2,627 PP

8 Days • 10 Meals SAVE $292 PP

AMERICA’S
MUSIC CITIES

Embark on a finger-snapping tour of America’s
most famous musical cities: New Orleans,

Memphis and Nashville.

NOW FROM $3,122 PP

8 Days • 11 Meals SAVE $347 PP

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW:  SAVE 10% off  of your North America tour applicable for bookings made by 31 August 2017 on tours departing 1 January 2018 until 30 April 2019. Land tour prices are per person based on twin share and are 
valid for new bookings. Off ers are not valid on group bookings or with any other off er unless specified. The Collette Chauff eur is included within 40km of your departure international airport. Up to 70km for a supplement of $75pp. ABN 32 600 161 671

•  Collette Chauff eur return
   airport transfers
•  Award-winning tour managers
•  Perfectly located hotels 4-star
   & above

the collette difference

book early + SAVE 10% on 2018–2019 North America tours

NEW
BROCHURE!
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H e’s the general manager of
travel company, Luxury
Escapes, which offers
discount five-star holidays
for Australians and it’s fair
to say that Blake Hutchison

knows a thing or two about travel. 
We spoke to Hutchison about his 

big predictions for travel, the next hot 
destination and what he always uses 
on a long-haul flight. 

Here’s what he had to say.

WHAT ARE YOUR TRICKS 
FOR FLYING?
It’s all about planning. Charge 
your phone and tablet. Download 
some music playlists and buy 
yourself a great pair of noise 
cancelling headphones. It really 
does help.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE SEAT 
ON THE PLANE?
I always opt for the aisle seat and as 
close to the front as possible. I don’t 
want to jump over other passengers so 
easy aisle access is my preference.

THE FLIGHT
TIP THAT
CHANGED

MY LIFE

Q & A  ®  B L A K E  H U T C H I S O N

views, fresh produce, stunning 
wineries and country style living?

WHAT’S YOUR BIG PREDICTION 
FOR THE FUTURE OF TRAVEL?
I could say space travel or even virtual 
travel but let’s keep this simple — 
affordability! Luxury travel will 
become more affordable. As more 
markets travel and as new hotels 
pop up in the most-visited markets, 
expect to see great prices.

WHAT’S YOUR ADVICE FOR 
SOMEONE WHO WANTS TO MAKE 
A CAREER OUT OF TRAVEL?
There are three things: 1. Customer 
first. What is it that motivates a 
customer to want to travel and what 
steps do they go through in 
considering a destination; 2. Know 
digital. Customers are more 
comfortable with online research, 
planning and booking than ever 
before, and; 3. Master communication. 
If you can’t communicate well, you 
won’t make it in travel.

AS TOLD TO ROWENA RYAN.

ANY TIPS FOR GETTING AN 
UPGRADE?
Only that I ask every time. You just 
never know … Make sure you have 
joined their loyalty program and try 
and fly the same airline each time.

WHAT’S THE ONE THING YOU 
NEVER TRAVEL WITHOUT?
My laptop. 

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE UNDER 
THE RADAR DESTINATION?
I can’t go past Sri Lanka. Incredible 

and undiscovered beaches and even 
some of the world’s best safaris.

BEST TIPS FOR JET LAG?
Go for a run or a long walk 
immediately after check-in, 
regardless of the time.

ANY TRAVEL TRENDS YOU’RE 
NOTICING?
I think people are time poor, perhaps 
more than ever before and as such 
they want to do less planning. This 
means there’s a move to curated 

holiday package holidays and 
personalisation. 

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO 
TRAVEL TO NEXT?
Italy. I’ve been before but it’s time to 
go back. I’m keen to drive from north 
to south eating and drinking my way 
through the country.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE 
AUSTRALIAN DESTINATION?
Red Hill (Mornington Peninsula, 
Victoria). Can you go past beautiful 

Sri Lanka’s scenic hill country, beautiful beaches and safaris make it an ideal destination for travel expert Blake Hutchison (top right).

P I C T U R E :  S U P P L I E D

U N D E R  T H E  R A D A R

All prices are ‘from prices’ and are per person, based on a twin share and were correct at time of going to print, are valid for new bookings only and are subject to change. Prices are inclusive of taxes and port charges. Transfers and gratuities may not be included in the price, check at time of booking. Visas are required for certain destinations, and are the responsibility of the customer. Cruise1st recommends all travellers purchase travel insurance at time of 
booking. Itineraries, including hotels, airlines and advertised prices are subject to availability and subject to change/increase at any time. Airfares are based on economy flights. Crossing the International Dateline may gain/lose day of cruise. Onboard credit is up to, per stateroom and may vary depending on category booked. Free flights are based when comparing to cruise lines website price. *Transfers are to central London and not to the chosen hotel.

Call today on 1300 366 153
Check out these and 1000’s more offers at www.cruise1st.com.au/press-offers

Quote
SYDNEY

Cruise1st Opening Hours:
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKService Rating:

www.Cruise1st.com.au - Trust the world’s leading cruise experts...

TUESDAYS CRUISE DEALS DEALS OF
THE WEEK

Hong Kong and Japan
Price from $1949pp

Ovation of the Seas • 12 Nights • 14 May 2018 

Web Search Ref: RCOV1405

• Return flights from 
   Sydney
• 2 night stay in Hong Kong 
• 9 night cruise Hong Kong 
   visiting Fukuoka, Nagasaki, 
   Kumamoto, Shimonoseki 
   and Hong Kong
• All meals and 
   entertainment onboard 
• Gratuities onboard the 
   cruise are included in the 
   price

Sydney to Seattle Explorer
Price from $3149pp

Explorer of the Seas • 24 Nts • 22 April 2018

Web Search Ref:  RCEX2204

• 22 night cruise from Sydney 
   visiting Noumea, Lifou, Mystery 
   Island, Suva, Lautoka, Cross 
   International Dateline, Honolulu 
   (Oahu - 2 days/1 night), Maui 
   (Lahaina) and Seattle
• All meals and entertainment 
   onboard
• Gratuities onboard the cruise are 
   included in the price
• US$100 FREE onboard credit
   per stateroom
• FREE flight from Seattle to 
   Sydney

Why not add a 5 night tour
of the Canadian Rockies from

only $1249pp

20 Nights Singapore to Sydney
Price from $2199pp

Carnival Spirit • 20 Nights • 05 June 2018

Web Search Ref:  CARSP0506

• FREE flight from Sydney 
   to Singapore with 
   Singapore Airlines
• 1 night stay in Singapore
• 19 night cruise from 
   Singapore visiting Phuket, 
   Bali (Benoa), Komodo 
   Island, Darwin, Airlie Beach, 
   Gladstone and Sydney
• All meals and entertainment 
   onboard
• Gratuities onboard the 
   cruise are included in the 
   price

Best Of India & Sri Lanka with Golden Triangle Tour
Price from $4199pp

Celebrity Constellation • 25 Nights • 23 February 2018

Web Search Ref: CELCS2302T

• Return flights from Sydney
• 1 night stay in Singapore
• 15 night cruise from Singapore 
   visiting Phuket, Colombo, Cochin, Goa 
   (Mormugao), Bombay (Mumbai), 
    Muscat, Dubai and Abu Dhabi
• All meals & entertainment onboard
• Gratuities onboard the cruise
• 1 night stay in Abu Dhabi
• Flight from Abu Dhabi to Delhi
• 6 Day/5 Night tour from Delhi visiting 
   Agra and Jaipur including tour, 
   transfers, English speaking guides and 
   air-conditioned coaches
• Highlights include: Old Delhi sightseeing, 
   Sunset & Sunrise visit to Taj Mahal, 
   Amber Fortress, Tuk-Tuk Ride in Jaipur 
   Street Bazaar Markets, breakfast daily 
   and much much more!
• FREE 2 night Bangkok stopover

New 3 Queens – New York, Baltics and the Med
Price from $10499pp

Queen Mary 2, Queen Victoria & Queen Elizabeth • 47 Nights • 31 July 2018

Web Search Ref:  CUN3Q3107

• Return flights from Sydney 
• 3 night stay in New York
• 7 night cruise on Queen Mary 2 
   from New York to Southampton
• 14 night Baltics cruise on Queen 
   Victoria from Southampton 
   highlights include Tallinn and
   St. Petersburg (2 days/1 night)
• Return London transfers* with 
   4 night London stay
• 17 night Med cruise on Queen 
   Elizabeth from Southampton 
   highlights include Venice and 
   Dubrovnik
• All meals and entertainment 
   onboard all three cruises

Rocky Mountains & Alaska
Price from $3999pp

Celebrity Solstice • 14 Nights • 06 May 2018

Web Search Ref:  CELSL0605R

• Return flights from Sydney 
• 5 night/ 6 day tour from Calgary to 
   Lake Louise, Banff, Abbotsford and 
   Vancouver
• Highlights include: Head-Smashed-In 
   Buffalo Jump, Lake Louise 
   interpretive walk, Jasper National 
   Park, Athabasca Glacier, Columbia 
   Icefield “Ice Explorer” (optional 
   activity- additional cost) Banff, Yoho 
   and Glacier National Parks, Mount 
   Revelstoke, Vancouver city tour & 
   much more
• 7 night cruise from Vancouver 
   visiting Ketchikan, Tracy Arm Fjord, 
   Juneau, Skagway, cruise Alaska 
   Inside Passage to Victoria and Seattle
• All meals and entertainment onboard
• Gratuities onboard the cruise are 
   included in the price

Japan Cruise and Great Wall Tour 
Price from $1599pp

Quantum of the Seas • 13 Nights • 19 March 2018 

Web Search Ref:  RCIQN2805T

• Return flights from Sydney  
• 7 night escorted tour of China including 
   4* stays in Beijing, Suzhou, Hangzhou and 
   Shanghai 
• Highlights include Tiananmen Square 
   and The Forbidden City, The Great Wall of 
   China, High Speed bullet train experience, 
   UNESCO World Heritage Site Lingering 
   Garden, Meijiawu Tea Village, a boat ride 
   on West Lake another UNESCO World 
   Heritage Site and much much more 
• 5 night cruise from Shanghai (Baoshan) 
   visiting Hiroshima (Japan), Kochi (Japan) 
   and Shanghai (Baoshan), 
• All meals and entertainment onboard 
   cruise 
• Gratuities onboard the cruise are included 
   in the price 

Oceanview upgrade $49pp and
Balcony Upgrade $149pp

New York, Caribbean and Las Vegas
Price from $3799pp

Queen Mary 2 • 21 Nights • 22 November 2018

Web Search Ref:  CUNQM5511

• Return flights from Sydney 
• 3 night stay in New York
• 13 night cruise on Queen 
   Mary 2 from New 
   York visiting St. Thomas, 
   English Harbour (Antigua), 
   Barbados, St. Lucia,
   St. Maarten, Tortola (B.V.I.) 
   and New York
• All meals and entertainment 
   onboard
• Flight from New York to
   Las Vegas
• 3 night stay in Las Vegas
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VISIT THE FORBIDDEN CITY, GREAT WALL & MORE
EXPERIENCE BEIJING, SHANGHAI & SUZHOU
INCLUDES RETURN INTERNATIONAL QANTAS FLIGHTS

10 DAY BUCKET LIST TOUR

2 FOR 1 
CHINA
SECOND PERSON TRAVELS FREE*

RETURN AIRPORT & RAIL TRANSFERS • ENGLISH-SPEAKING GUIDES • TRAVEL ON SELECTED DATES FROM OCTOBER 2017 TO JULY 2018

INCLUDES • Return fl ights ex SYD/MEL/*BNE/*ADL

• Fly with award-winning Qantas Airways

• Frequent fl yer points for Qantas members

• 8 nights in 4 star hotel accommodation

• 1 way high speed train: Shanghai to Beijing

• Enjoy daily breakfast plus 1 feature lunch

• Explore Beijing, Shanghai, Suzhou & more

• Visit the impressive Tiananmen Square

• Tour the UNESCO listed Forbidden City

• Walk along the Great Wall of China

• Visit Suzhou’s picturesque Lingering Garden

*  Surcharges apply ex BNE/ADL

*  International Passenger Movement Fee of AUD $150

 payable by second passenger on arrival into China

• Plus more. See the full list at tripadeal.com.au

$1998FOR
TWO
PEOPLE

$519962 %
THAT’S

OFF
TYPICALLY

WE MAKE TRAVEL DREAMS COME TRUE
BUY ONLINE: tripadeal.com.au
1300 00 TRIP (8747)

CALL US NOW

*6 months Interest Free available. Call TripADeal or visit www.tripadeal.com.au for details.

2017

Offer available for a limited time or until sold out.  Prices and inclusions correct as at time of printing and may fl uctuate due to changes in availability, surcharges, fees, taxes or exchange rates, without notice. Seasonal surcharges & blackout dates may apply depending on date of travel. For full terms and conditions please go to www.tripadeal.com.au or call 1300 00 8747. Offer may be withdrawn at any time without notice. TRIP A DEAL PTY LTD: 50149240433
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R E V I E W  ®  T H E  C A P S U L E  H O T E L ,  S Y D N E Y

T hey’ve been big in Japan for
decades, but it’s taken until
2017 for the capsule hotel
phenomenon to reach
Australia. So, will these tiny
hotels – with their equally

tiny tariffs – take off Down Under?
I booked a stay at Sydney’s first 

capsule hotel to find out what all the 
fuss is about. 

THE CONCEPT 
First emerging in 1970s Japan, the 
aptly named “capsule” style of hotel is 

as far from five-star as you can get. 
However, it’s an accommodation 
trend that has since gone global, 
spreading to the UK and US and – as of 
two months ago – Australia. 

Opened in Sydney’s CBD, The 
Capsule Hotel is the first of its kind in 
the country and its 70 wallet-friendly, 
futuristic-looking pods are touted as 
offering the comforts of a traditional 
hotel room – without the “room” part. 

THE INS AND OUTS
With visions of fast-forward, futuristic 

Tokyo in my head, I climb up and crawl 
into my “pod” to take in the amenities. 

The stark white interior, bright 
lights and tech-y control panel make 
me feel like I’m on the set of Star Trek 
or similar and considering the 
(undeniably) tiny space there’s pretty 
much everything you’ll need. 

One panel houses USB plugs, 
headphone jacks, an alarm clock, 
power point and climate and light 
controls. Above this is a large mirror 
and at the opposite end of the pod a 
decent sized LCD TV on the wall. 

The fitout also includes a smoke 
detector, fire alarm, fire 
extinguisher and “SOS” button for 
the safety conscious. 

For luggage, a small safety deposit
box is inside the pod and outside an 
accompanying large locker. 

Downstairs there are kitchen and
laundry facilities and several 
communal bathrooms are available 
on every floor. $5 will get you a rental 
towel for the night. 

HOW TINY IS IT REALLY?
The pods are designed to 
accommodate one person — at 
200cm long and 119cm wide, it’ll feel a 
little cramped if you’re used to 
sleeping single in a queen bed.

LOCATION LOCATION LOCATION
You simply can’t get more central. In 
the heart — and I mean heart — of 
Sydney CBD, the hotel sits above 
George St’s Century Bar. Chinatown, 
the main cinema complex, Town 
Hall, Central Station and the QVB 
are all minutes walk away in 
different directions. 

TARGET AUDIENCE
My neighbours are a mix of young 
international backpackers and 
business travellers looking for a cheap
hotel alternative. 

Striking up conversation with one
such corporate type, I discover that 
he’s staying here to make his per diem 
allowance go further (namely on few 
drinks and a slap-up dinner) while 
another young tourist is here to avoid 
the precarious hostel dorm room. 

Official check-in is between 2pm 
and 11pm and checkout between 7am 
and 10am. Being local and sans large 
bags, I arrive later in the afternoon, but 
for tourists who want to arrive early 
and explore, luggage can be stored at 
reception until check-in time. 

SHOULD YOU STAY OR 
SHOULD YOU GO? 
Part of the success of capsule hotels in 

BIG SECRETS 
OF TINY HOTEL 
P A U L  E W A R T

Sydney’s Pod Hotel may be 
cheap but the space definitely 
isn’t for the larger person.

P I C T U R E :  S U P P L I E D

T I G H T  S Q U E E Z E

They’re big in Japan, but by definition, they’re tiny. 
So, will pod hotels take off Down Under?

STANDARD CAPSULE
Length 200cm
Width 119cm

QUEEN BED
Length 203cm
Width 152cm

QATAR AIRWAYS A380 
BUSINESS FLATBED 
Length 203cm
Width 84cm

STANDARD COFFIN 
Length 213cm
Width 71cm

S I Z E  M A T T E R S  

the Land of the Rising Sun is its 
customer base of drunken salarymen 
who live away from the CBD who, 
rather than face a lengthy and costly 
ride home, save cash and crash in a 
pod to sleep off it off. 

And for Sydneysiders on a big night
out, depending on how far you live 
out of the city, there’s similar money-
saving potential. 

Use the table below as a guide to 
work out if it’s worth it for you.
10km from the city
Uber $22-$29
Taxi $34-$45
Bus or train $4.20
20km from the city 
Uber $37-$50
Taxi $46-$55
Bus or train $5.20
30km from the city 
Uber $66-$85
Taxi $75-$95
Bus or train $6

THE EXPERIENCE ITSELF
Despite being open for mere weeks 
there’s a rundown feel to the place. 

Most of the sinks weren’t working,
the shared toilets lacked hand wash or 
paper towels and the “secure access” 
swipe card panels didn’t work on 
anything but the pods themselves. 

I try to watch a bit of TV, but like the
inspiration for the capsule hotel itself, 
the TV system has also apparently 
been inspired by Japan. Every word is 
in Japanese and there’s no hint as to 
how to change it to English. 

Bedding down for the night, I 
discover that the mattress is only 5cm 
or so thick, which isn’t exactly 
comfortable, but the main issue 
prohibiting decent shut-eye is the 
noise. Every time someone enters or 
leaves their pod, my flimsy plastic 
pod shakes. 

One of my main concerns was a pod
neighbour who had gotten lucky after 
a night out on the tiles. Happily, 
there’s a strict one-guest-only policy. 

So, if that’s on your radar then 
perhaps wait until Japan’s infamous 
“love hotels” make their Aussie debut.
It can only be a matter of time, right? 

EVERY TIME SOMEONE 
ENTERS OR LEAVES 

THEIR POD, MY 
FLIMSY PLASTIC 

POD SHAKES
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The Royal Edinburgh
Military Tattoo: Scottish Soul, 
Irish Charms & Icelandic Beauty

Cruise itinerary

Day 1-3

Edinburgh
3 Night Hotel Stay
Fine Dining at Edinburgh Castle & 
Military Tattoo performance

Day 4-6
London 
Hotel Stay

Day 7
Southampton (UK)
Embark Celebrity Silhouette

Day 8 Channel Islands 

Day 9 Cork

Day 10 Waterford

Day 11-12 Dublin

Day 13-14 At Sea

Day 15 Akureyri

Day 16-17 Reykjavik 

Day 18 At Sea

Day 19 Belfast

Day 20 At Sea

Day 21
Southampton (UK)
Disembark Celebrity Silhouette

20 
nights

Prices from

$10,999PP

This off er includes
3 night hotel stay in Edinburgh

Fine dining in the heart of Edinburgh Castle 

Premier Seats for the Edinburgh Tattoo

3 night hotel stay in London

14 night full-board cruise on board 
Celebrity Silhouette

- Enjoy song and dance spectaculars in the 
   Main Celebrity Theatre

- Choose from a range of dining options, 
   from innovative sushi to rustic Italian dishes

All fl ights, taxes and transfers

20
nights

DINNER IN THE 

HEART OF

EDINBURGH 

CASTLE

Scotland’s

Greatest Show

Dominating the skyline, Edinburgh Castle is 
the atmospheric location where you’ll enjoy a 
Gala Dinner and the famous Edinburgh Tattoo, 
a unique showcase of military talent.

The enduring legacy of the Tattoo is 
highlighted in the thousands of people 
that are brought together for this annual 
celebration of music and entertainment. As 
the unmistakeable sound of bagpipes fi ll the 
air, and the crowds stamp along to the beat of 
the highland dancers, you’ll be swept away by 
a true sense of Scottish magic.

departing 12 August 2018

Unique Edinburgh 
CASTLE EXPERIENCE

Prices from
Interior

$10,999PP

Ocean View

$11,999PP

Balcony

$12,999PP

Concierge Class

SOLD OUT

ALL FLIGHTS AND TAXES INCLUDED

Monday to Friday: 9am - 7pm (AEST)
Saturday & Sunday 9am - 5pm

Opening hoursCall us on
1800 572 410

Visit us

   Online
For more amazing
cruise holidays

imaginecruising.com.au/sydney

 Soul, 

Terms and Conditions apply, for full details please visit imaginecruising.com.au. All prices are shown in AUS Dollars.  Prices are per person based on 2 adults 
sharing an Interior, Ocean View, Balcony or Concierge Class cabin, fl ights departing from Sydney. Credit Cards charged at 1.5%,  ABN number 48614987718. 
Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change.
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