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The Second World War began 76 years ago 
this week. What followed in the years between 
1939 and 1945 was death and displacement of 
people on a scale never before seen. Europe is 
now at peace. But the continent cannot escape 
the impact of conflicts in the Middle East and 
Africa which are driving millions of innocent 
men, women and children to seek safety in the 
West. European leaders have manifestly failed 
in their response to the crisis, dithering in the 
hope that the migratory tide might turn.

In fact, the situation is growing ever more 
serious. In July alone, more than 100,000 indi-
viduals crossed into European Union countries 
– a record figure. Last week, there were terrible 
scenes at Macedonia’s border with Greece as 
refugees were confronted by security forces. 
This week, hundreds have found themselves 
stuck in Hungary, prevented from boarding 
trains by police. And in Austria, 71 lifeless bod-
ies were discovered in an unventilated lorry. 

Sure enough, responding to this crisis is not 
straightforward. Yet it is clear that many of 
Europe’s existing policies are inadequate. Most 
obviously, there is no point clinging grimly to 
the Dublin Regulation, which requires refugees 
to seek asylum in the first country that they 
reach. To do so places a disproportionate and 
unreasonable burden on Italy and Greece and, 
in principle at least, criminalises those fleeing 
war for crossing one of Europe’s supposedly 
“open” internal borders. 

Whatever the political difficulties, quotas 
are the only solution, at least in the short term. 
The shadow Home Secretary, Yvette Cooper, 
has set out in clear terms how a large number 
of refugees – about 10,000 for the UK – can 
become much less daunting to the public at 
home if we think locally: 10 refugee families 
aided by each and every county and borough 
council. David Cameron’s refusal to budge on 
taking more in may be to his cost. It has not 

Europe’s duty
It is beyond time for EU nations to come together and 

establish a quota system for the apportioning of refugees 

We knew that America’s justice system, and in 
particular its prisons, was one of the least attrac-
tive aspects of the world’s richest civilisation. 
With the largest penal population on the planet, 
often serving in dangerous and neglected con-
ditions, America’s network of federal and state 
penitentiaries sometimes calls into question 
the nation’s very claim to be a civilised nation, 
along with routine use of the electric chair and 
an insane attitude towards gun control. 

Having achieved so much social progress 
during his presidency – healthcare reform 
being the most vital – Barack Obama, by his 
own admission, has failed to make US prisons 
humane. What we did not perhaps know was 
that some inmates in American prisons have 
been kept for up to 30 years in solitary con-
finement. That, to use the famous words of the 
Eighth Amendment to the US Constitution, 

 Released from solitary
Landmark case must bring about prison reform in the US

should count as a “cruel and unusual punish-
ment”, and it is odd that so few challenges to it 
have been made. 

But a landmark lawsuit settlement in Cali-
fornia has led the state to reintroduce 2,000 
inmates – kept in solitary because of their gang 
affiliations – back into the general population. 
The few states which still keep prisoners isolated 
for long periods because of their suspected gang 
ties rather than, say, violent conduct should fol-
low suit. This cruel practice should be employed 
only where it is absolutely necessary for safety. 

Not long ago, Mr Obama became the first 
sitting President to visit a federal prison. With 
America’s penal system as overcrowded and 
racially disproportionate as it is, the case for 
reform needs little explanation. Whether Mr 
Obama’s successor will have the stomach to 
pursue it is far less certain.

impressed Germany’s Chancellor, Angela  
Merkel, whom the PM needs on board if he is 
to secure a favourable renegotiation of Britain’s  
EU membership.

None of this is to suggest that there should 
be a free-for-all. On the contrary, by formally 
renouncing the Dublin Regulation and accept-
ing that each member state must take an alloca-
tion of refugees, work can begin on the estab-
lishment of fully resourced asylum centres in 
every EU country, all conforming to common 
standards. By this process, people could effec-
tively apply for refugee status from the EU, 
rather than a specific country. If claims for asy-
lum fail (and a good many will), there must be 
an agreed and efficient process for facilitating 
migrants’ return to their countries of origin.

For many genuine refugees, of course, action 
will be too late. For those who suffocated in the 
Austrian lorry; for those who have succumbed 
trying to cross the Channel from “the Jungle” in 
Calais; and for the little Syrian boy whose body 
was washed up near Bodrum yesterday.

Our decision to show him on today’s front 
page was not taken lightly. Some will say we 
have put emotion above rational debate. But 
journalism that shocks can be an instrument 
of change. Thousands are dying, some of them 
children. They need our help – and yours. 

Today, we call on our readers to sign a petition 
urging the Government to accept Britain’s fair 
share of refugees fleeing war-torn countries, at 
change.org/refugeeswelcome. We also encour-
age you to join our social media campaign 
– #refugeeswelcome – to prove that those in 
real need of a safe haven will receive a compas-
sionate welcome from many of us here. And 
to political leaders in this country and across 
the EU, we say this: if ever there was a time for 
Europe to work together – and to show how far 
the continent has come since the dark days of 
the last world war – it is now. 
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