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School Board Approves Budgets, Finances Looking Up

The Amador Wa-
ter Agency Board of 
Directors spent their 
latest meeting work-
ing on the agencies’ 
budget for the 2019-
2020 fi scal year.

Meeting Thursday 
morning, June 27, the 
board spent several 

hours examining the 
proposed budget. AWA 
expects to take in a 
total of $18.8 million 
in revenue over the 
coming year, includ-
ing $8.6 million in 
water sales, $1.7 mil-
lion from wastewater 
service, and $2.2 mil-
lion dollars from var-
ious grants. Expen-
ditures are predicted 
to match revenues at 
$18.8 million, with 
the Agency spend-
ing $6.2 million on 
projects, $3.7 million 
dollars on salaries, 
and $2.6 million

By Craig Baracco
Ledger Dispatch

The Amador Coun-
ty School Board, meeting 
Wednesday night, June 26, 
approved budgets for both 
the Amador County School 
District and the Amador 
County Offi  ce of Education.

After much attention and 

additional work, including 
the district bringing in a 
fi nancial crisis team, the 
board approved a budget 
that is projected to run a 
surplus. The school dis-
trict expects to bring in 
almost $42 million in total 
revenue in the 2019-2020 
fi scal year. Planned spend-
ing totals $41.5 million, 
leaving a surplus of close 

to half a million dollars to 
help restore the district’s 
depleted fi scal reserves. 
The District’s three-year 
budget projection shows it 
restoring its state-mandat-
ed reserves, assuming that 
the overall economy stays 
healthy.

On the offi  ce of education 
budget, the board approved 
a budget that is just in bal-

ance on close to $12 million 
in revenue and expenses. 

Unlike the school district, 
the offi  ce of education is 
not projected to restore its 
fi scal reserves in the next 
few years. It was also an-
nounced at the meeting 
that due to a delay in feder-
al funds being distributed, 

Calaveras County Sheriff ’s Marijuana Enforcement 
Unit Eradicates Two More Illegal Grow Operations

Staff  Report
Ledger Dispatch

Last week, the Calaveras County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce Marijuana Enforcement Unit conducted 
multiple searches, resulting in the eradication 
of 4,000 plants total.

On Tuesday, June 25, 2019, the Calaveras 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Marijuana Enforcement 
Unit served a search warrant onto property 
located off  of Star Canyon Trail near Mountain 

Ranch. 
Deputies discovered and eradicated 3,252 

marijuana plants and also seized 38 pounds of 
processed marijuana. The marijuana was found 
to be planted near an established grape vine-
yard. 

No arrests were made at the time of the war-
rant, however, the extensive investigation is 
continuing.

On Wednesday June 26, 2019, a second and

See Busts, Page A3

See Budgets, Page A4
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Clarity and Detail 
Appear AWA’s 

Goals in Budget

By Craig Baracco
Ledger Dispatch

See AWA, Page A4

American Legion Riders Make Stop in Plymouth

LEDGER/Rich Martin

Ione Fire Department unfurls a massive fl ag as they see off  the American Legion Riders.

On Thursday, June 27, approximately 
30-members of the American Legion 
Riders Association departed Plym-
outh, headed toward Bakersfi eld for 
their next destination. The riders were 
welcomed by Amador Fire Protection 

District and the City of Ione Fire De-
partment with a large American Flag 
hung from the Ione Ladder Truck. The 
ALR will be making their way to On-
tario, California for the Annual Con-
vention. The American Legion Riders 
Association raises funds for children’s 
hospitals, schools, veterans homes, 

By Rich Martin
For Ledger Dispatch

See Riders, Page A3 LEDGER/Rich Martin
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Part 2: Growing up in Post-WWII Jackson

Delivering newspapers, begin-
ning at age 8 in 1951 in downtown 
Jackson and later that decade 
working for Raggios market, also 
in downtown, allowed me to know 
many business people. Jackson 

was called “the last wide-open 
town in California” because of the 
illegal prostitution and gambling 
that went on long after Governor 
Brown decided to end it state-
wide. And this was probably due 
to the 16-plus bars in downtown 
Jackson that fl ourished at the 

Cinnamon 
Applesauce 

Muffi  ns

There is rarely an 
opportunity for bak-
ing during the summer, 
but I decided to take the 
opportunity to make 
these Cinnamon Apple-

sauce Muffi  ns (inspired 
by Mom to Mom Nutri-
tion) to use some expir-
ing applesauce from my 
pantry. Honestly these 
muffi  ns are more like 
mini spice cakes. Using 
applesauce for baking 
leads to moist and dec-
adent treats. If you do 
not want to turn on your 
oven, fi le this recipe 
away for the fall! 

Hometown Cooking

By Heather Ralphs
For Ledger Dispatch

See Recipe, Page B7

See Jackson, Page B3

Creativity, Spirituality and Community 
at the Forefront of New Martell Business

By Patrick Holland
For Ledger Dispatch

 “Creative Spirits is designed to 
allow the beauty of the Universe to 
be expressed by many approach-
es, using multiple mediums, thus 
enhancing the spirituality that lies 
within every soul.”

 Creative Spirits, located in the 
Martell Plaza Suite 1 in Jackson, was 
incepted by a local woman named 
Michele Curran, with the assistance 
of her good friend Lisa Niskanen 
and other community friends. It is 

a center focused on building com-
munity, promoting spiritual growth, 
initiating creativity from the mind, 
and most of all, being a place that 
welcomes anyone and everyone.

As soon as you walk in, beaming 
smiles from resident artists and 
other community members welcome 
you and the overall aura of the space 
washes over you with comfort. Right 
next to the entrance is a beautiful 
kitchenette where a group of people 
were sitting at a table conversing 
together over a cup of coff ee or tea 
and some cookies.

The very large space is sprinkled 
with booths from local artists, con-
signments and retail, with an area 
designated as the spiritual center, 
generously donated from Seren-
ity Center that was once located 
upcountry, which has now been 
reconstituted at Creative Spirits. 
The spiritual center is provided for 
drumming classes, meditation class-
es and any form of spirituality that 
brings individuals comfort. Also 
situated in the building is a room 

By Rachel Norris
Ledger Dispatch

The Jackson I Knew

Fourth of July Is Upon Us
By Kat Everitt

Amador County Poet Laureate 

Rivers & Rhymes

LEDGER/Rachel Norris

Fourth of July is coming upon us. 
I’m thinking about America, and 

how it’s not so much about arguing
about what’s right and what’s wrong, 

because we all know right from wrong -
really, we do. 

it’s about the courage to say what is right. 
the courage to stand and say that something

isn’t right. 
it’s being willing to have integrity, and to hold

reasoning to be a fair and thought-full and, yes, 
an informed act of mind and will and heart. 

and then, to bear witness to what is good in us. 
and then, to bear witness to what is not good

among us. 
I hope to move through fears, to attempt to 

learn about what really is happening, and then, 
to demonstrate my own integrity, some way,

all ways, always.
I hope to be able to say, “In My Name”, and, 

“Not In My Name” with equal advocacy. 
I hope to be willing to live for social justice and 

human and civil rights, with the best of us, 
without adding to polarities and cruelties 

among one another. 
I work for the grace to be a decent human 
being, in a very diffi  cult world of humans 

of numbers never known before. 
and, I hope to do this all as an American:

with the pride of having been a Peace Baby, 
born in 1945, between the surrenders: when 
we all expected plowshares to be hammered 

from swords - for freedom to ring like a bell... 
to have grace as our energy, as a Nation, 

as a People....to deserve:  Truth. Freedom....

LEDGER/Archives

Jackson had the only movie theater in the county. In the early 50s, a quarter got 
you in the door, plus an orange soda and popcorn.

See Creative Spirits, Page B6
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Now through 
July 14
Moon Over Buff alo
Murphys Creek The-
atre presents Ken 
Ludwig’s “Moon Over 
Buff alo.” The play 
follows George and 
Charlotte Hay, fad-
ing stage and fi lm 
stars of the 1950s. 
At the moment, 
they’re playing Pri-
vate Lives and Cyrano 
De Bergerac in rep in 
Buff alo, New York… 
with only fi ve actors. 
On the brink of a 
disastrous split-up, 
they receive word 
that they might just 
have one last shot 
at stardom: Frank 
Capra is coming to 

town to see their 
matinee, and if he 
likes what he sees, 
he might cast them 
in his movie “Twi-
light of The Scarlet 
Pimpernel.” Unfor-
tunately for George, 
Charlotte and their 
devoted company 
manager Paul Sing-
er, everything that 
could go wrong does 
go wrong! The play 
runs through July 
14, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday nights 
at 7 p.m. and Sun-
days at 2 p.m. Mur-
phys Creek Theatre 
is located at 580 S. 
Algiers St. Murphys. 
For ticket informa-
tion visit murphy-
screektheatre.com or 
call the Box Offi  ce at: 
(209) 728-8422.

Now through 
July 20
Dancin’ in the 
Street
Dancin’ in the Street 
is held in Amador 
City. This free music 
and dancing event 
runs Saturday nights 
from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. On July 6, Legal 
Addiction will take 
the stage. On July 

13, don’t miss music 
from Double Take 
Band. Finishing the 
season strong on July 
20 will be After Dark 
Band.

Leading Ladies
Main Street Theatre 
Works kicks off  its 
2019 Summer Season 
with the Ken Ludwig 
comedy, “Leading 
Ladies,” directed by 
Allen Pontes. Actors 
Jack and Leo fi nd 
themselves down on 
their luck, when they 
hear that an elder-
ly millionairess is 
about to die and is 
seeking her sister’s 
children to leave a 
bulk of her fortune. 
The boys resolve to 
pass themselves off  
as her beloved rela-
tives to get the cash 
but, they soon fi nd 
out that the relatives 
aren’t nephews, but 
nieces! Desperate 
times call for desper-
ate measures! This 
uproarious comedy is 
set to run Fridays and 
Saturdays from June 
21 to July 20. Gates 
open at 6:30 p.m. 
and the show starts 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are 
available at the gate, 
at Hein & Company 
in Jackson or online 
at mstw.org.

Now through 
August 3
James and the 
Giant Peach
The Volcano The-
atre Company pres-
ents the Roald Dahl 
classic, “James and 
the Giant Peach” on 
Friday & Saturday 
evenings, from June 
28 to August 3 at the 
Volcano Amphithe-
ater. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. for pic-
nicking. Play begins 
at 8 p.m. Music, 
dance, giant critter

Ledger Dispatch
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What’s Up?
Calendar of Events

See Events, Page C2

“On Air” to Play at Detert Park Friday

AmadorArts’ TGIF free concert July 5 will 
feature “On Air”, voted Sacramento’s #1 pre-
mier classic rock band, with sizzling horn 
section, two years in a row. On Air has entered 
its fourth decade. Few Sacramento or North-
ern California bands can claim that. On Air is 
renowned for its white hot rock and exciting 
stage shows, featuring tight harmony, scream-
ing horns, and top-drawer choreography. 
Their renditions of rock classics from groups 
like Tower of Power, Chicago, Doobie Broth-
ers, Steely Dan and more are the real deal. Fans 
insist on On Air standards like “You’re Still A 
Young Man,” “Summertime,” “Vehicle,” or “I 
Wan’na Be Like You.”

 The free concert will be in Jackson’s large 
shady Detert Park alongside Highway 49, start-
ing at 6 p.m. Performing the best of ‘70s and 
‘80s rock and motown, along with contem-
porary selections, “On Air” has been featured 
repeatedly at venues like the Sacramento Music 
Festival in Old Sacramento, the Old Sacramento 
Blues Festival, the California State Fair, Stock-

ton Asparagus Festival, and summer concerts 
throughout the region. They also perform for 
charity events including Thanksgiving Day Run 
to Feed the Hungry.

 With 12 musicians total, the “On Air” rhythm 
section consists of guitarist and founding 
member Bob Lang who shares vocals with lead 
guitarist Brian Hack, bass player Tony Oddo, 
and vocalist Suzanne Weissenberg. Rounding 
out the rhythm section is Barry Reynolds on 
keyboards and Geno Guerere on drums.

 The unique sound of On Air is found in the 
distinctive six piece horn section: Brian Nak-
agawa on trombone, Craig Yamamoto and Raul 
Sandoval on tenor sax, Brad Tom on baritone 
sax, and trumpeters Greg Evans, the band’s 
arranger, and Vahan Kachadorian, who is also 
a vocalist. Members tend to remain, as nearly 
half of the musicians have been with the band 
since or near its inception 40 years ago. Most 
of the rest have been a part of the group for the 
better part of the last decade.

Don’t miss this free musical party for ev-
eryone! Bring your own chairs or blankets and 
picnics to the park. Visit www.amadorarts.org 
for more info about TGIF concerts. 

By Penny West
For Ledger Dispatch

See Stark, Page C2

One aspiration of 
education is to pre-
pare students for the 
workforce. Did you 
know that there are 
a lot of local students 
who have grown-up 
to have successful 
careers in the arts? 
“The arts” include 
disciplines in visual, 
performing, music, 
dance, and media arts. 
From Michael Marks, 
“Your Produce Man” 
on Good Day Sacra-
mento, to notable fi lm 
actor Enver Gjokai, the 
arts programs at Ama-
dor High school have 
produced generations 
of alumni who are 
now thriving profes-
sionally in all kinds of 
arts careers.

One such artist is 
Jolene Stark, class of 
1996. Today, Stark is 
a successful graphic 
design artist, living in 
Sutter Creek, with her 
other offi  ce in Brook-
lyn, New York. Stark is 
co-founder of Diff er-
ent Beast, a full-ser-
vice creative agency 
specializing in brand 

development and 
advertising. Coming 
from a family of art-
ists and designers, she 
knew early in life that 
“I mostly just wanted 
to do art all day.”

Stark immersed 
herself in the arts 
throughout her life 
and especially during 
high school.  At Ama-
dor High school, Stark 
took four years of 
visual art classes with 
Rand Hugget including 
the basics plus con-
centrated education on 
painting techniques. 
Meanwhile, in the 
theatre department, 
Stark used the skills 

from Hugget’s class-
room to help produce 
nearly every backdrop 
for Giles Turner’s 
Drama Department. 

And over in the band 
room, Stark was ex-
celling on the fl ute in

By Meghan O’Keefe
For Ledger Dispatch

Professional Artist Thrives in Amador County

COURTESY PHOTO

Meghan O’Keefe is an 
independent artist and 
arts teacher.

COURTESY PHOTO

Stark graduated from renowned California College 
of the Arts and is the co-owner of Diff erent Beast, a 
bi-costal graphic design and marketing fi rm with 
offi  ces in in Sutter Creek, California and Brooklyn, 
New York.

COURTESY PHOTO



Local mixed martial 
arts fi ghter Katarina 
“The Librarian”  Leg-
orreta came out on the 
wrong end of a narrow 
judge’s decision after 
a dramatic fi ght with 
Nelida Martinez of 
Sacramento at Global 
Knockout 13 on Satur-
day night at the Jack-
son Rancheria Casino.

In what was later 
selected as the “Fight 
of the Night,” Legorre-
ta and Martinez traded 
strikes early in each of 
the three rounds be-
fore the fi ght hit the 
ground. In the fi rst 
round, Legorreta took 
down Martinez and 
controlled the fi ght on 
the ground, only for 
Martinez to reverse the 
positions in the fi nal 
seconds of the round. 

In the second round, 
it was Martinez who 
controlled the action 
on the ground, only for

On Saturday, June 
15 the A&A Shoot-
ers competed in their 
last event of the 2019 
season with a trip to 
Kingsburg Gun Club 
and participation in the 
Scholastic Clay Tar-
get Program and Open 
Invitational Youth Trap 
Championships. 

The Scholastic Clay 
Target Program (SCTP) 
is a nationwide youth 
clay target program 
that promotes youth 
development through 
the shooting sports and 
allows an opportuni-
ty for youth shooters 
to have their scores at 
registered competitions 

be recorded for future 
reference into scholar-
ship programs for uni-
versities and colleges 
that support the clay 
target shooting sports.

Teams from all over 
California participat-
ed in the 200 target 
one-day competition 
held at the Kingsburg 
facility with its 32 trap 
fi elds sandwiched be-
tween the Kings Riv-
er and acres of peach 
orchards. The A&A 
Shooter squads entered 
both the SCTP, a regis-
tered target shoot, and 
the Open Invitational 
non-registered shoot 
and took home awards 
in both concurrent 
events.

In the Varsity cate-
gory, Hunter Seymore 

of Kingsburg Trap 
Club, broke all but one 
target for a 199 and the 
silver buckle for Varsity 
Champion. Runner-up 
was from Redlands 
Barrel Blasters with a 
196. Only one target 
off  the pace was A&A’s 
Jace Jarrett with a 195, 
followed by teammates 
Mason Andelin 194, 
Adam Gutierrez 189, 
Inigo Baxter 189, Lo-
gan Andelin 185 (with 
his fi rst 50 straight), 
Adeline Nordahl 185, 
Kodee Smith 177, Mack 
Jeff ries 176, Seth Har-
lan 173 (with his fi rst 
25 straight), Maci Mae 
Buchanan 167, Ange-
lika Gullette 164 and 
J’Cie Garrett 161.

Ledger Dispatch
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A&A Shooters on the mark in fi nal 2019 competition

COURTESY PHOTO

The A&A Shooters and coaching staff .See A&A, Page C11

See GKO, Page C7

LEDGER/Aaron Johnson

Bryce Barton holds on tight during the calf riding competition at the Clements Junior Stampede Rodeo on June 22. 

LEDGER/Aaron Johnson

From left to right, Michael Gold, Bryce Barton, Jace Roche and Madden Altschuler.

‘Fight 
of the 
Night’ 
honors 
for Kat
Legorreta 
loses close 
decision 
at GKO 13

By Sarah Spinetta
Ledger Dispatch

By Kathleen Lynch
For Ledger Dispatch

PHOTO BY DAVE GEBAUER

Katarina Legorreta

Four Amador 
County boys 
participated in 

the Clements Junior 
Stampede Rodeo on 
Saturday, June 22. 
Michael Gold and Jace 
Roche competed in 
the steer riding com-
petition, while Bryce 
Barton and Madden 
Altschuler participat-
ed in the calf riding 
competition. Ledger 
Dispatch photographer 
Aaron Johnson was 
on hand to grab some 
fun photos of the local 
boys in action. Check 
the photos out here 
and online at ledger.
news (use the free 
Ledger Dispatch app 
on the photo above to 
be taken directly to our 
online photo gallery!).

Letting it ride!
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