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LIGHTING DIYAS/CANDLES TO SHOW SOLIDARITY AT 9 PM

PM Modi has ‘extensive’ talk with US
Prez Trump. ‘We agreed to deploy 

full strength of the India-US 
partnership to fight 
Covid-19,’ Modi tweeted

Pandemic has brought the global economy to 
a standstill & plunged the world into a recession 
that will be ‘way worse’ than the global financial 
crisis a decade ago, IMF MD Kristalina Georgieva 
warned, calling it ‘humanity’s darkest hour’

Coronavirus has killed 59,000 
around the world. US recorded 
1,480 deaths in the last 24 hours,
the highest number of fatalities 
registered in a day in any country

Gautam Adani commits 100cr to 
PM-CARES Fund & also donates 4cr
collected by his employees. Shah
Rukh offers his 4-storey personal 
office to BMC for quarantine facility
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Owing to the extraordinary
circumstances created by

Covid-19 pandemic, Times Life
will temporarily appear within
the main edition of The Times
of India. However, it will 
continue to bring you its 
cutting edge lifestyle content
every Sunday. 
To rev up your life with 
Times Life, turn to P 

DAY

11LOCKDOWN

In a bid to ensure there is
no shortfall of Covid-19

diagnostic kits in India be-
cause of the current surge
in testing, the Centre on Sa-
turday put curbs on export
of such kits. These pro-
ducts could be freely expor-
ted earlier. Bringing them
under the restricted list me-
ans exporters will have to
get a licence from the Direc-
torate General of Foreign
Trade prior to any ship-
ment overseas. 

Govt restricts
export of

diagnostic kits

The price of CNG will co-
me down by Rs 2/kg and

piped cookling gas will get
cheaper by Rs 1/unit from
today following the Centr-
e’s decision to reduce the ra-
tes of domestically produc-
ed natural gas. P3

CNG cheaper by
`̀2, PNG ̀̀ 1/unit

The Centre has asked the
private sector—Maruti,

Mahindra and Tatas—to ra-
mp up production of ventila-
tors, personal protective equ-
ipment, gloves and goggles
and meet the need for extra 2
lakh ventilators by June. P 6

Desi pvt cos to 
make med items

Afghanistan has arrest-
ed the ‘emir’ of IS Khor-

asan Province Mawlawi Ab-
dullah, a Pakistan national,
on charges of orchestrating
the attack on a gurdwara in
Kabul on March 25 that kil-
led 27 people. P 8

IS leader held for
Af gurdwara hit

Keir Starmer on Saturday
beat the challenge of Li-

sa Nandy and Rebecca Bailey
to be elected the leader of the
UK’s Labour Party, sparking
hopes that his win will boost
the party’s strained ties with
India and its diaspora. P 12

UK Labour party
gets a new boss

Ina jolt to former top IL&FS
officials Hari Sankaran

and Ramesh Bawa, the Bom-
bay HC on Saturday stayed
the interim emergency bail
granted to them by a Mumb-
ai sessions court on Friday
in a case of alleged fraud. P 8

HC stays bail to
IL&FS ex-execs 

WATCH OUT FOR TODAY’S
QUESTIONS ON 

THE SPEAKING TREE

The Speaking Tree Sunday
newspaper, offering

content on spirituality,
philosophy, religion, faith
and wellness, will appear in
its new avatar as a special
page, integrated with The
Sunday Times of India,
beginning today P 11

New Delhi: Over 83% of Co-
vid-19 patients in India are be-
low the age of 60 years. The
majority of people (41.88%) so
far infected by the virus in the

country are in the age group
of 21-40 years, according to
health ministry data.

While the elderly are said
to be the most vulnerable to
the disease, people above 60
years account for only 17% of
total cases in the country till
now. This implies others are

also susceptible and the yo-
unger age group, particularly
in the 21-40 bracket, may be
more representative of fore-
ign travellers seen to be the
source of Covid-19 in India.
They include professionals
and students, who have retur-
ned to the country.

However, the mortality ra-
te, warn experts, is higher
among the elderly. Reports of
deaths indicate advanced age
and co-morbidities like diabe-
tes, cardiac diseases and hy-
pertension increase mortality.

Biggest Chunk
Of 42% In Age
Group Of 21-40

83% of Covid-19 patients in
India are aged below 60 yrs

Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

3 OUT OF 4 PATIENTS IN 20-60 AGE GROUP

GOOD NEWS
Senior citizens, among whom 
Covid-19 mortality rate is 
high, account for just about 
17% of cases in India

THREAT
Most patients (3 out of 4) are 
in the working age group of 
20-60 yrs, on whom families 
and employers depend

Age-Wise Break-Up Of Corona Patients So Far

0-20 yrs 
8.6%

21-40 yrs 
41.9%

41-60 yrs 
32.8%

60+ yrs 
16.7%

New Delhi: As many as 1,023
Covid-19 positive cases found
in 17 states have been traced
to the Tablighi Jamaat in Del-
hi, accounting for 30% of all
cases in India, the health mi-
nistry said.

Referring to the Tablighi
Jamaat congregation that
was held last month in the Ni-
zamuddin markaz, health mi-
nistry joint secretary Lav
Agarwal said around 30% we-
re linked to “this particular
place” which he said could
not be managed. Agarwal sa-
id “proactive, preemptive and
graded” response of the go-
vernment had ensured that
doubling of Covid-19 cases in
India was less as compared to
other countries. The Tablighi
incident resulted in a spike
that was not consistent with
the trend line. However, with
no room for complacency, one
slip meant going back to squ-
are one, he added.

The home ministry’s cont-
rol room, along with admini-
strations of states, has laun-
ched a massive effort to track
Tabilighi members, inclu-
ding hundreds of foreigners,
who were in the markaz in
numbers that violated the
Delhi government’s restric-
tions on religious gatherings.
The Centre also remained
concerned about reports of

some Tablighi members in
medical facilities misbeha-
ving with female nursing
staff and senior sources in go-
vernment said their conduct
was under watch. The go-
vernment said 22,000 Tablig-

hi members and their con-
tacts related to the religious
event had been quarantined
and many others were being
traced.

“Massive efforts are going
on in across 17 states which

have reported cases related to
the Delhi Tablighi congrega-
tion,” home ministry joint se-
cretary Punya Salila Srivas-
tava said.

Over 1,000 TJ members infected,
account for 30% of all India cases
‘Doubling Rate

Of Cases In
India Still Low’ 
Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

1,023
corona positive 
cases traced to 
Jamaat event

17
states affected 
by the Jamaat 
infection chain

Tablighi members or their 
contacts under quarantine

➤ Maulana Saad Kandhalvi, head of Tablighi 
Jamaat, responds to police questionnaire sent to 
his residence, claims that he has not fl ed, but is in 
quarantine. Through his lawyer, says in a nine-page 
response that he will appear before cops as soon 
as his quarantine ends

NDMC workers sanitising buildings in central Delhi’s Lodhi Colony on Saturday

22,000

I’M IN QUARANTINE, JAMAAT CHIEF TELLS COPS

The Centre has to tackle
growing communal pola-

risation in the wake of Tablig-
hi’s link to the rise in positive
cases. Government sources
said that feedback from across
the country suggested that TJ
members’ callous disregard
for social distancing and well-
being of doctors have embitte-
red inter-faith ties. P 6

Govt gears up to
tackle polarisation

A 59-year-old Marol resi-
dent, who attended the

event and was tracked down
to Ratnagiri district, has tes-
ted positive. While four of his
family tested negative, they
have been isolated and half of
Ratnagiri town has been sea-
led. Also, 10 of 14 from the
PCMC area, who attended the
meet, have tested negative. P 3

Marol man tests
+ve in Ratnagiri

Fresh coronavirus cases in
the country surged to a

new single-day high of 586,
with Maharashtra along ac-
counting for as many as 145,
even as the death toll rose to
97. Eleven deaths were re-
ported on Saturday. The co-
untry’s count of Covid-19 ca-
ses stood at 3,670 at the time
of going to press. P 8

Fresh cases at new
high of 586, toll 97PM Narendra Modi has cal-

led an all-party meeting
of parliamentary floor lea-
ders on April 8 to discuss the
spread of Covid-19. Trinamo-
ol Congress has said it will
boycott the VC, as the issue
was previously ignored. P 7

PM calls meet
of all parties

The Union health mini-
stry on Saturday issued
an advisory on the use

of homemade protective co-
ver for the face and mouth,
asking people to wear such
masks, particularly when
they step out of their houses.

“We are aware that social
distancing and personal hygi-
ene are keys to prevent Co-
vid-19 infections. Certain co-
untries have claimed benefits
of homemade face cover for
the general public... (it) is a
good method for maintaining
personal hygiene,” it said.

“Therefore, it is sugges-
ted that people who are not
suffering from medical con-
ditions or having breathing
difficulties may use the
handmade reusable face co-
ver, particularly when they
step out of their house. This
will help in protecting the
community at large,” it said.
It added that such masks we-
re not recommended for he-
alth workers or those in con-
tact with Covid-19 patients.

Wear homemade masks to
keep virus at bay, says govt 
‘Not Meant For
Health Workers

Or Patients’
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

OTHER TOP STORIES

Mumbai: Prancing peacocks
and dancing dolphins are all
very well, but one of the less
palatable things that nature
has brought home thanks to
the lockdown is—hair. While
men are desperately seeking
barbers and finally risking
their wives to trim their locks,
women are waking up in the
mornings not recognising the-
ir grey selves.

“There’s no silver lining in
silver hair,” says a homemaker,

adding her husband
was not even aware of
how grey she had go-
ne. “Women are go-
ing mental without
access to the parlo-
ur —the big issues
are grey hair and
bushy eyebrows,”
adds hairstylist
Aneesha Virani.

Hair and bea-
uty expert Kanta
Motwani of Kro-
makay Salons sa-
ys she gets an av-
erage of one call a

day from wom-
en in distress.

“One of my
clients call-
ed to say th-
is (visiting
the parlo-
ur) is the

only thing
that keeps

her sane. You
see, for many wo-

men, going to salons
is therapy. When a client sits

on a hairdresser’s chair, its al-
so about the conversation. We
are like their caregivers—ma-

ny don’t even have the pro-
ducts they need to shampoo
and condition their hair.”

Men don’t worry much abo-
ut the grey. Some have grown
their hair to make a ponytail.
“Or they can just go bald, the
hair will grow back,” Motwani
adds. “But if women really ha-
ve a problem with the grey sho-
wing, I tell them, wear a scarf
or tie it up, or cover it with a
bandana, if it bothers them.
But at least give it a little TLC
by giving yourself a massage.”

Namita Devidayal & 
Nauzer K Bharucha TNN

New Delhi: There is no thre-
at to the stability of India’s
electricity grid from Sunda-
y’s 9-minute public blackout
and “light-a-diya” call5 given
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to show national solida-

rity in the fight against the
ongoing coronavirus pande-
mic, according to power mi-
nister R K Singh.

“There is absolutely no
threat to the grid. A robust

protocol has been laid down
to maintain grid frequency
through the lights-out pe-
riod. The national grid ope-
rator and national despatch
centre will co-ordinate with
regional and state load de-
spatchers to ensure grid sta-
bility,” Singh told TOI on Sa-
turday.

He has been reviewing
the measures with executi-
ves from national grid opera-
tor — POSOCO — and Power-
Grid, the central utility that
builds the grid, since Friday. 

Govt: No threat to grid
from PM’s lights-out call 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The judiciary has
taken a giant leap by deciding
to open virtual courts across
the country to hear urgent ca-
ses during the lockdown and
provide recordings of procee-
dings to litigants and lawyers.
It also resolved to institutiona-
lise e-processes even after nor-
malcy returns.

The Supreme Court’s e-
committee chairman, Justice
D Y Chandrachud, held exten-
sive deliberations with chief
justices and judges heading e-

committees of 23 high courts
on Friday afternoon and resol-
ved that “e-filing will be enab-
led in all courts, including tri-
al courts, across the country
for hearing urgent cases thro-
ugh video-conferencing”.

To dispel any doubt among
litigants and lawyers about
the efficacy of hearing of ur-
gent matters through video-
conferencing, it was decided
that video-recording of proce-
edings in urgent matters will
be hosted on websites of the
courts concerned.

Virtual courts to take up
urgent cases now & later 

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

� Break from colouring, P 2

� Switch on fans, P 7 � E-filing to be free, P 7

�‘Keep two sets’, P 7

� Hidden case challenge, P 7

�Follow precautions, P 7

�5k high-risk contacts, P 2 �22 deaths in city, P 2

New Delhi: The largest-ever
cash transfer scheme launc-
hed on Friday to put Rs 30,000
crore in Jan Dhan accounts of
women has validated the ev-
angelical push for implemen-
tation of the Jan Dhan sche-
me which saw the govern-

ment exhorting crores of peo-
ple to open bank accounts.

By Saturday, the accounts
of around 40% of the 20-crore
women beneficiaries had se-
en cash deposits of Rs 500
each. Similarly, around 8 cro-
re beneficiaries of the Ujjwa-
la scheme will get close to Rs
5,000 crore in their bank acco-
unts to purchase cooking gas
cylinders for three months.

The swift transfer of mo-
ney at a time of countrywide
lockdown is being seen as the
success of the Jan Dhan sche-
me launched by the Narendra

Modi government in its first
term. The transfer into the ac-
counts, which have been see-
ded with Aadhaar, is likely to
ensure the money reaches
those for whom it is intended.

“The prescription to fu-
nd the unfunded is proving
to be an effective remedy, pr-
oving the efficacy of the ar-
chitecture of schemes, inc-
luding the weaponisation of
Aadhaar as a welfare dispen-
sing instrument, which was
put in place five years ago,” a
senior source in the govern-
ment said.

Cash reaches Jan Dhan
account of 40% of 20cr
women beneficiaries

Cracking down on black
marketing and hoarding

of masks and personal prote-
ctive equipment, the state has
invoked provisions of the Ep-
idemic Diseases Act, 1897, to
restrain manufacturers from
selling them without its nod.
It said it would fix the rates
and the products can be sold
only to organisations appro-
ved by it. P 2

State govt bars
sale of PPE sans

its approval

Once the lockdown order-
ed by the Centre ends on

April 14, the state may either
continue it for another 28 da-
ys or stagger it with 5-or 7-
day break periods for certa-
in sectors, a health depart-
ment official indicated. “A
Cambridge University stu-
dy says a 49-day period is the
best way to break the trans-
mission chain most effectiv-
ely,” the official said. P3

Graded lockdown
removal or

extension plan? 

Mumbai: Even as Mumbai
registered four more deaths
due to Covid-19, Maharasht-
ra witnessed its sharpest 24-
hour rise in tally by 145 to re-
ach 635 cases by Saturday ev-
ening. The coronavirus tally
in Mumbai, possibly the
worst-hit city in the country,
too rose significantly by 52
cases to climb to 377 so far.

A six-month-old boy from
Kalyan become the youngest
Covid-19 case in the state. A
Prabhadevi resident who
owns a business in Worli tes-
ted positive after four of his
employees living in the Worli
Koliwada area had tested po-
sitive earlier in the week. In
Dharavi, a 30-year-old wo-
man, who lives in the same
building as a positive patient
who died two days ago, has
tested positive.

Health officials attribut-
ed the rise to the fact that po-
sitive cases from private labs
were added for the first time
in four days. Apart from the
four deaths in Mumbai, one
death each was reported fr-
om Mumbra (Thane) and
Amravati, taking the state’s
toll for the day to 6. 

State logs 145 cases,
its sharpest 24-hr rise
in tally; 4 die in city

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: The civic body
has said that the city’s Co-
vid-19 fatality rate stands at
around 4%, which is less
than the state average (5%).
It was, however, more than
the national average of 3%.
Mumbai had reported 18 de-
aths until Friday, the day
BMC gave out the informa-
tion. 

Speaking to TOI, BMC
chief Praveen Pardeshi sa-
id testing was the key to win
the battle against coronavi-
rus. He said that the city has

tested over 10,000 samples,
which is even ahead of pro-
gressive states like Kerala.
“Mumbai has carried out
658 tests per million and the
positivity rate is around
3%,” he said. In compari-
son, Maharashtra has car-
ried out 51tests per million,
while India had done 36
tests per million. “It is thro-
ugh testing that we are able
to detect and quarantine pe-
ople early before they have
full-blown symptoms and
infect several others,” Par-
deshi said. 

City’s 4% death
rate lower than
state, but more
than nat’l avg

� Guj ranks low in cases,
high in mortality rate, P 6

Vijay V Singh and 
Sumitra DebRoy TNN

The D ward which includes
tony Malabar Hill, Walk-

eshwar and Napean Sea Road
now has Mumbai’s second hi-
ghest number of Covid cases
with 30. Until March 28, the
ward was not even among the
top three in the city. G South
ward that comprises areas li-
ke Worli, Lower Parel and Pr-
abhadevi has the highest nu-
mber of cases with 44. The
maximum number of people
in home quarantine—786—
are in P North ward which
covers Malad. P 2

2nd highest cases
in SoBo’s D ward

Ram

FULL COVERAGE: P 2-4 & 6-13

‘Corona spread in
India mimics H1N1’s’

In a containment plan relea-
sed on Saturday, the Centre

said the geographical distrib-
ution of Covid-19 is mimick-
ing that of H1N1 flu in 2009.
Though it may affect many pe-
ople, it’s unlikely to uniformly
spread to all parts of India. P 6

ICMR on Saturday issued an
advisory to start rapid anti-

body-based blood test, prima-
rily in containment zones, la-
rge gathering of migrants
and evacuee centres. All sy-
mptomatic influenza-like ill-
ness will to be monitored. P 6

ICMR wants rapid
anti-body tests

LIGHTING DIYAS/CANDLES TO SHOW SOLIDARITY AT 9 PM

� Deadline for TDS relief
extended to June 30, P 6

Growing or greying, tresses add to stress

WARD SCENE
Max cases on March 28
G-South: 11 (Worli, Lower 
Parel, Prabhadevi, Mahalaxmi)

E: 8 (Mazgaon, Nagpada, 
Byculla)

M-East: 7 (Deonar, 
Govandi, Mankhurd)

Max cases on April 3
G-South: 44
D: 30 (Tardeo, Girgaum, 
Walkeshwar, Malabar Hill, 
Altamont Road)

K-East: 23 [Vile Parle) (E), 
Andheri (E), Jogeshwari (E)]

A queue outside a bank in Delhi 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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You’ve been washing
your hands diligently
and regularly. You’ve

embraced social distancing.
Now, add another layer of
protection—if you haven’t
already. The Union health
ministry on Saturday reco-
mmended that you wear a
“handmade reusable face
cover’’ when you step out of
home. The CDC (Centers for
Disease Control and Prev-
ention) in the US has issued
asimilar advisory.

A mask is easy to make
—any old cotton T-shirt can
be fashioned into one; even
a dupatta will do. It’ll not
only help keep you safe, it’ll
also protect those around
you. 

But remember, you abs-
olutely need to keep it cle-
an. (Please read the accom-
panying report carefully
for dos and don'ts.) 

Governments around
the world have strongly ur-
ged the public not to stock

up on medical grade ma-
sks; they’re in short supply
and are needed a lot more
by healthcare workers, pa-
tients and other at-risk cat-
egories. 

The Times of India is
today launching a #MaskI-
ndia movement encouragi-
ng all Indians to wear sim-
ple, homemade masks to
cover your nose and mouth.
It’s about self-empowerm-
ent, it's about protecting yo-
urself, your family, and yo-
ur community—and it's ab-
out individual actions add-
ing up to a greater good. 

We have a responsibili-
ty to help India win this
war against the virus. To-
gether we shall overcome.

A TOI initiative to
help keep you and

the nation safe

� Similar income support
policies in India & US, P 7

�MAKE YOUR MASK & WEAR IT, P 4 
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MAKE YOUR MASK. AND WEAR 
IT WHEN YOU STEP OUT

In the early days of the pandemic, WHO was pretty categorical: 
You don’t need to wear a mask unless you are unwell or treating 
someone. But on Saturday, the Union health ministry advised Indians 

to use “handmade, reusable face covers” when they step out of homes. 
Hours before that, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

in the US asked all Americans to wear 
a cloth mask when outside. Latest 
research shows that the novel 
coronavirus might spread through air 
via normal breathing and speaking, not 
just coughing and sneezing. Besides, 
countries like the Czech Republic, 
which made masks mandatory, seem 
to have done much better than others 

that relied only on hand-washing and social distancing. And the best 
part is you don’t need to go out and buy a mask — in fact, that is 
something you shouldn’t do. There is a shortage of surgical and N95 
masks — and you don’t need them, health workers do. A simple, cloth 
mask will do for you, one that you can make sitting at home    

The fear of 
asymptomatic spread
➤ Initial evidence suggests that people 
without symptoms may also transmit the 
coronavirus without knowing they’re infected. 
An article in the journal Science says data from 
“contact-tracing efforts suggest nearly half of novel 
coronavirus transmissions occur before 
the infected person shows symptoms”

➤ The infection can spread through aerosolisation, the 
process by which the virus is released into the air in the form 
of small, light particles. For example, while breathing or speaking 
and particularly when one sneezes or coughs, which according 
to one study can expel particles “as far as 8 metres (26 feet)”

East Asia’s 
made masks 
a habit
➤ After the 2003 Sars virus 
outbreak, which affected 
several countries in the 
region, masks have become 
a common sight in the 
Asia Pacifi c countries

➤ Czech Republic and
Slovakia have now made mask-wearing 
compulsory if someone is stepping out

Research: Kenneth Mohanty & Anjishnu Das | Graphics: Sajeev Kumarapuram
Source: Our World In Data, NYT, BBC, Science, Statista, Vox; Inputs from Govind Vijaykumar

Experts say India will 
benefit from masks
“Widespread use of masks could be the next step 
for India, combined with awareness 
on vigorous hand hygiene and hand 
sanitisers,” said Annelise Wilder-
Smith, the editor-in-Chief of the 
Journal of Travel Medicine and chair 
of the Lancet Commission on 
arboviral diseases. “Enforcing social 
distancing is the right thing to do, but 
how do you do it when homes are so 
small and more people per house. Face masks are the 
answer, combined with proper teaching on how to use 
face masks and how to dispose of them,” she added

Did western countries miss a trick?

This is what CDC 
has to say
➤ You could spread Covid-19 to 
others even if you do not feel sick
➤ Everyone should wear a cloth face 
cover when they have to go out in 
public, for example to the grocery 
store or to pick up other necessities

➤ Cloth face coverings should 
not be placed on children under 
age 2, anyone who has trouble 
breathing, is incapacitated or 
otherwise unable to remove 
the mask without assistance

➤ The cloth face mask is 
meant to protect other people 
in case you are infected

➤ Continue to keep about 6 feet 
between yourself and others. 
The cloth mask is not a substitute 
for social distancing

TYPES OF MASKS

SURGICAL/MEDICAL MASKS
They are loose fi tting and protect 
only from larger particles compared 
with the N95s. Should be reserved 
for healthcare workers only

DIAMETER FILTRATION 
CAPACITY: >5 microns

N95 RESPIRATOR 
Named so because it fi lters out at least 
95% of small particles. N95s are high-
grade protective gear that should only 
be worn by medical workers interacting 
with infected people on a daily basis
DIAMETER FILTRATION CAPACITY: 0.3 microns

CLOTH MASKS
For everyone else, if you 

don’t already own and use 
one of the masks above, a 

simple homemade cloth 
mask should provide enough 

protection if you are following 
social distancing measures

DIAMETER FILTRATION 
CAPACITY: >10 microns

So if you have extra surgical 
or N95 masks at home, consider 
donating them to a hospital!

The specialised N95s 
should be reserved 

for healthcare staff. But 
other masks, or even 
handkerchiefs, can greatly 
improve prevention levels
 —A HEALTHCARE WORKER IN KERALA

Source: WHO, CDC

HOW TO DISPOSE OF A MASK
➤ Used masks lying around pose health 
risks if someone comes in contact 
with the respiratory secretions in 
them and then touches their face
➤ To properly dispose of a mask, 
fold it in half inwards so the inner 
lining is covered. Fold it in half 
two more times so it looks like a 
roll. Then, wrap the ear loops or 
strings around the roll so it does 
not open up. Wrap it in a piece of tissue 
before throwing in a lined, closed bin

➤ Change or clean the 
mask once its inner lining 
becomes moist
➤ Cloth masks should be 
washed regularly, either 
by hand using soap or in a 
machine with regular 
detergent, and air dried
➤ Mask can be reused 
even if you are sick, but 
don’t share it with others

➤ Surgical and other 
single-use masks cannot 
withstand washing and 
should be disposed of

➤ If you want to reuse a 
mask, ensure that it 
remains dry. You can store 
mask in dry ziplock bags, 
preferably with 
desiccating gel that can 
absorb moisture

HOMEMADE MASKS
➤ If you do not have access to a store-bought 
mask, you can make a mask at home
➤ A homemade mask should have 
multiple layers of fabric that can 
be machine or hand washed 
without getting damaged

➤ Thicker fabric is better as 
it can offer greater protection 
— a heavy cotton T-shirt, for 
example, can be cut into a mask. 

If you are using a bandanna or handkerchief, 
fold it over twice or thrice before wearing

HOW TO WEAR A MASK PROPERLY

Europe
32

13.1

In 2018, 
Asia Pacifi c 
region held 

52.5%
of the global 
face mask 
market

In NYC, everyone outside on the street, 
& everyone in the hospital, SHOULD BE WEARING A 

MASK. N95 for hospital workers. And gloves. Surgical masks for 
essential workers. Everyone else: stay at home... #BUYUSTIME
— Tweet by Pulitzer prize-winning cancer 
specialist Siddhartha Mukherjee, April 2

NEXT: HOW TO MAKE A MASK AT HOME

In the initial days of the outbreak, some appeals to ensure 
there were enough masks available for health workers 
came with the message that masks were anyway not a 
protection against coronavirus. The US Surgeon General 
had tweeted in end-February, “STOP BUYING MASKS!” 
adding that masks “are NOT effective in preventing 
general public from catching #Coronavirus…”

That has changed now. The rethink has been 
prompted by the success of East Asian countries 
in the fl attening of the curve in Covid-19 fi ght
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➤ Tie the mask tightly, 
without leaving any gaps 
between it and your face

➤ Ensure your mouth and 
nose are covered by the mask

➤ Do not touch it while 
wearing — any foreign 
particles on the outside 
of the mask could get 
transferred onto 
your hands

➤ Wash hands before 
wearing and after 
removing it. If you 
accidentally touch the 
mask while wearing it, 
clean your hand with 
soap and water, or an 
alcohol-based sanitiser
➤ Avoid fi dgeting with 
or readjusting the mask. 
Repeatedly pulling a 
mask on and off reduces 
its effectiveness

➤ Remove it using the 
loops around your ears 
or the back of your 
head. Do not touch 
your mouth, nose and 
eyes while doing so
➤ Do not share your 
mask with others, even 
if you are not sick

HOW TO CLEAN AND REUSE

COVID-19
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DEOLALI Camp 1 & 2 BHK
Affordable Homes at Lam
Road, Starts from 24.99 Lac.
Experience the Greenery of
Deolali. 8554990304

EXPERIENCE The 
Greenery of  Deolali camp,
Nashik 1,2 & 3 BHK Afford-
able & divine home start from
16 Lacs onward- 9545559113

DATEY lands make farmers
legally. Sell Agriculture land
in Karjat-Raigad. Give advice
on phone on payment. www.
dateylands.com, 9324371568

Mumbai: The state govern-
ment called for an online video
conference meeting of all the
vice chancellors of public uni-
versities on Monday. Heads are
likely to discuss the strategy
for the summer exams, decla-

ration of results, and how to
start partially opening up the
lockdown. 

“Moreover, the state is go-
ing to discuss the roll out of the
academic year and if the lock-
down period ought to be consi-

dered as vacation or not,” said
a source. Mumbai, Pune and
Solapur universities declared
the lockdown as vacation, but
lecturers of colleges asked to
work from home, and several
faculty organisations opposed

the universities’ decision.
Heads will draw up a strate-

gy for virtual lectures. The role
of NSS volunteers trained un-
der Avhan, a disaster manage-
ment project, will be defined in
the fight against Covid-19. TNN

State calls for online meeting of vice-chancellors on Mon
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loin us in fight against
Covid-lO

Donate in
Chief Minister 's Relief Fund

O Sai
A/C Name. :
CHIEF . RELIEF '
A/C No. : 11049021058
IFSC CODE: ,,, , .

S . .
For any information or query

regarding CORONA PANDEMIC
please call

INV" Toll Free Helpline No.

181
Hernant Soren

.;.. Hon 'ble Chief Minister, Jharkhand

Depa rtment , Information and Public Relations

AVLEL at very lucrative price
r e a d y  to move in 4bhk in
L i n k i n g  Rd santacruz new bldg
V. i th oc 8: very low outgoing
umt:ict 9823812377

READY Possession 1 BHK
Flat 570 sq ft in Andheri E nxt
to W E I I  for  s al e  , 1. 14 cr .
Genuine buyers only contact:
9772770747 Brokers Excuse

WORLD_ONE, The World
Towers 5 BHK Villa 4714' Sea
Link View (4 Car parks) 3 BHK
2062' for Sale. Excl Mandate.
'Hemdev ' 9021033031.9819004120

Book your advertisement calms

9278812222 k

AVAILABLE -ANDHERI
(EAST ) Of f i c e  Premises
OMKAR SUMMIT Area 890 sgfl
to 30W sgft Sale , Lease -
Call 9167723483 ' 986 90 701 23

REQ for Audit/ taxation work
NM.com/CA having exp of 2-3yrs
for CA office at Andheri-West
Ph: May 7498130080 . resume at :
skarecruitmentl C@;zmail.com

AUTO-MOBELB company
r e q .  M a l e /  F e m al e . h o u s e.
wife . 15000-50000 PMLpart 'Full
t i me  hmne jo b . Lap top-Mobile
FreeY n 7(114A541:51 0701:1.759414

PROJECT Managers needed
for an in te r io r  designing &
t u r n k e y  solutions f irm in
Mumb ai . Plz send your resume
at resume4insigniainc.in

BOLLYWOOD Production
reqd Fresher 's Actor (all age)
for Fi lm Serial Webseries ,
professional training available.
MFI. 8692024449,9324754587

TIMES in ter . To book your advertisement , call 9278812222

TO PLACE
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CALL :
JAI SARSAR
9867505472

f4:i
To pay tributes, log on to

http://tributes.timesofindia.com
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JITESH

98674075021


