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FAMILIES of  the deceased 
and survivors of  the Life 
Esidimeni tragedy are urging 
acting National Director of  
Public Prosecutions (NDPP) 
Dr Silas Ramaite to criminally 
charge three former Gauteng 
Health Department senior offi-
cials implicated in the saga.

The Life Esidimeni Fam-
ilies Committee yesterday said 
in an open letter to Ramaite 
that they hoped he would not 
follow in the footsteps of  his 
predecessor, advocate Shaun 
Abrahams, and not take action 
against the trio.

Abrahams’s 2015 appoint-
ment was this week found to 
be “constitutionally invalid” 
by the Constitutional Court.

President Cyril Ramaphosa 
yesterday announced that 
Ramaite would act as NDPP 
until a permanent candidate 
was appointed within 90 days. 
(See Page 4)

“The Life Esidimeni Fam-
ilies Committee welcomes 
today’s ruling that effectively 
removes Shaun Abrahams as 
head of  your organisation. For 
us, this decision is long over-
due,” wrote committee mem-
ber Christine Nxumalo on 
behalf  of  the families.

“For five months Mr Abra-
hams did nothing about the 
findings by retired deputy chief  
justice Dikgang Moseneke that 
key individuals in the Gauteng 
provincial government were 
responsible for the deaths of  at 
least 144 people, and the torture 
of  an additional 1 418.

“We plead with you… to 
intervene, and to intervene 
quickly. We remind you that no 
criminal action has been taken 
against the three key people 
involved, even though they 
were clearly identified by Mr 
Moseneke as being responsible 
for this tragedy,” Nxumalo 
wrote.

The trio are Qedani Mah- 
langu, who was the health 
MEC and who implemented 
the marathon project; former 
director of  mental health 
Makgabo Manamela; and for-
mer head of  department Bar-
ney Selebano.

“We find this totally un- 
acceptable and call on you to 
act, and to act now. In case we 
need to remind you, Justice 
Moseneke found that the gov-
ernment officials concerned 
had acted in ‘blatant breach of  
the law and the constitution’.

“He said the mass discharge 
of  patients was ‘torture’,” the 
letter said in part.

National Prosecuting 
Authority (NPA) spokesperson 
Luvuyo Mfaku referred The 
Star to South Gauteng NPA 
spokesperson Phindi Mjonon-
dwane.

Mjonondwane said: “The 
team of  prosecutors tasked 
with dealing with Esidimeni 
matters has not concluded its 
work.

“They are still busy with 
consultations, and once they’ve 
concluded that part, the NPA 
will be in a position to com-
municate accordingly.”

Nxumalo wrote in the letter: 
“We know for a fact that all the 
evidence presented before the 
arbitration hearings has been 
made available to the SAPS. 
This was done on the instruc-
tion of  Justice Moseneke.

“We know for a fact that 45 
inquest dockets have been sent 
to the NDPP by the SAPS. This 
has been confirmed by SAPS 
spokesperson Brigadier Vish 
Naidoo.

“All we are waiting for is 
for the NDPP to do the right 
thing: to press criminal char-
ges against all those involved.” 
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THE CASH-strapped Emfu-
leni local municipality, 
which is currently under 
administration, risks being 
dragged to court again for 
failing to stop raw sewage 
spillages into the Vaal River.

Save the Vaal Environ-
ment (SAVE) vice chair-
person Maureen Stewart 
said this was the worst 
crisis for the river, adding 
the watchdog had obtained 
nine court orders against 
the municipality over the 
years.

The recent interdict was 
granted in February by 
South Gauteng High Court 
Judge Bashier Vally, stop-
ping the municipality from 
allowing raw sewage from 
the wastewater manage-
ment system and sewer 
reticulation system into the 
river’s catchment area.

This was particularly 
from the Rietspruit Leeuw- 
kuil wastewater treatment 
works.

“SAVE will return to 
court if  immediate action 
is not taken to deal with 
the disaster. As we speak, 
the municipality is in con-
tempt of  court. The pollu-
tion, which poses a risk to 
people’s health, has been 
going on for far too long, 
and we demand action.

“Daily 150 megalitres of  

raw sewage is flowing into 
the Rietspruit and Vaal riv-
ers. Sewage pollution has 
flowed downstream beyond 
Parys. This town relies on 
water from the Vaal River, 
which is treated for domes-
tic use,” Stewart said.

She said they want 
answers regarding the 
upgrade of  the Sebokeng 
Regional Sewer Scheme 
(SRSS).

The environmental 
watchdog’s chairperson, 
Malcolm Plant, noted in an 
August 7 statement, after 
the death of  fish on the Vaal 
River near the Barrage, that 
the Department of  Water 
and Sanitation had said a 
2010 investigation into the 
situation had showed “most 
of  the fish kills in the area 
are caused by chronic stress 
conditions due to the sus-
tained lower oxygen concen-
tration, which is a result of  
natural variations”.

“We are concerned that 
the statement is intended 
to mislead the public... The 
truth of  the matter is that 
the river between the Vaal 
Dam and Parys (in the 
Free State) is so polluted at 
present, it retains very little 
‘natural’ function, and it is 
no surprise fish are suffo-
cating in what has become 
an open sewer,” Plant said 
in an open letter to Water 
and Sanitation Minister 
Gugile Nkwinti.

He said the department 
had “failed dismally to dis-
charge its constitutional 
mandate to protect the 
water resources of  the coun-
try, and this is most acutely 
illustrated by the state of  
the Vaal River at present, a 
condition it has been in for 
more than a decade”.

In a joint statement, the 
department, Rand Water, 
the Gauteng government, 
and the Sedibeng and Emfu-
leni municipalities said 
they were working hard 
towards the resolution of  
the matters surrounding the 
state of  the Vaal River.

“A number of  issues 
that surround the non-per-
formance of  particularly 
the SRSS are being looked 
into, and proper planning 
towards their resolution is 
being put in place. 

“This includes ongoing 
engagement with the local 
community to update it on 
progress and the import-
ance of  the scheme working.

“This resulted in the 
blockade of  the scheme 
being lifted and the tech-
nical staff  being allowed 
back on site. 

“In order to ensure the 
security of  this very import-
ant infrastructure, Minister 
Nkwinti has taken a deci-
sion to approach the presi-
dent (Cyril Ramaphosa) so 
as to declare the SRSS a 
national key point. 

“This will lead to not 
just heightened security 
around the facility but its 
operations not being inter-
rupted by civil strife,” the 
statement read.

The statement said 
Nkwinti would “revert to 
Parliament to find condone-
ment of  the intended re- 
prioritisation as envisaged 
to look at ensuring that not 
just module 6 of  the SRSS is 
completed, but that modules 
2 to 5 are also brought back 
to full capacity,” the state-
ment said.
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T
HE SECOND round 
of  the The Star High 
Schools Quiz, sponsored 

by Varsity College, was a close 
race for five teams that quali-
fied for the regional contest.

Team two from Edenvale 
High School narrowly beat the 
other 13 teams, from Future 
Nation School in Lyndhurst; 
Parktown Girls’ High School in 
Parktown; Rand Tutorial Col-
lege in Observatory; St Martin’s 
School in Rosettenville; Veritas 
College in Springs; White 
House College in Newtown; 
and Woodlands International 
College in Boksburg when they 
grabbed first 
place by only 
one point after 
40 questions.

The Park-
town Girls’ High 
School team 
one was closely 
followed by the 
Veritas College 
team one, White 
House College 
team two and 
Woodlands Inter-
national College team one. Sep-
arated by a single point, these 
five teams have secured a place 
in the regional final on Sep-
tember 1.

The finals scores of  the five 
teams between 27 and 23 points 
proved that the learners did 
their homework, but need to 
work harder to improve and get 
the top prizes in the regional 
and national competitions.

The quiz continued at the 
premises of  Future Nation 
School, with 13 teams partici-
pating. A third round will be 
held at Lotus School of  Excel-
lence in Lenasia. 

The second round of  the 
competition included perform-
ances from the learners par-
ticipating. Six boys and girls 
shook off  their nerves and 
showcased their star quality 
with singing, rapping, dancing, 
beat-boxing and stand-up com-
edy. 

A schoolgirl from Future 
Nation proved she could imi-
tate Rihanna by singing Love 

on the Brain, while another 
girl from Rand Tutorial College 
sang Susan by the loved South 
African a cappella group, The 
Soil. 

The pupils found the enter-
tainment and business ques-
tions the most difficult, but 
breezed through the sport and 
general knowledge questions. 

A Grade 11 learner from 
Edenvale High School, Ashley 
Nyamadzawo, said his team’s 
victory was owing to a col-
lective effort by putting their 
heads together and scoring 27 
out of  40. 

“The entertainment section 
was the hardest because it was 
quite small, and we thought 
it wasn’t as important, but it 
turned out to be quite difficult. 
The sports section was the best 
because we’re all sports fans, 
so it was great,” he said.

A Grade 11 pupil from Park-
town Girls’, Kelly 
Mitchell, said they 
were shocked by 
their 26 score and 
didn’t expect to 
go through to the 
regionals. 

“The entertain-
ment category was 
really hard for us 
because we didn’t 
see half  of  those 
questions in the 
newspaper,” she 

said. 
The audience, which 

included teachers and other 
learners, also got the oppor-
tunity to test their knowledge 
and win prizes. They were 
asked the same questions as 
the pupils participating.

The first person to race onto 
the stage and call out the cor-
rect answer won prizes with 
merchandise from Independ-
ent Media.

Teacher Patson Ngidi and 
Grade 11 pupil Thabo Ntsepe 
from Veritias College walked 
away with a prizes, as did Park-
town Girls’ deputy headmis-
tress Judy Koch. 

The contest is part of  the 
Independent Media National 
High School Quiz being run 
simultaneously with the Pre-
toria News, the Daily News in 
Durban and the Cape Argus.

The national winner will 
take home the National High 
School Quiz title, R20 000 for 
their school, R2 000 for each 
team member and R2 000 for 
their team coach.

There are also prizes for the 
runners-up, and a bursary for a 
deserving candidate.
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IN AN article published on 
Page 2 on August 6, headlined: 
“Quick wits save child stranded 
in locked car”, a reference was 
made that the parents of  the 
child were attending a church 
service at the nearby Universal 
Church of  the Kingdom of  God 
(UCKG).

While the reporter did 
attempt to speak to members 
of  the church on the day, the 
Church has pointed out that no 
official comment was sought 
from them, an omission we 
regret. 

The Star hereby apologises 
for this.

THE 

RECORD

HEALTH HAZARD: Foam (indicating raw sewage) pours down 
the Rietspruit into the Vaal River. 

Team from Edenvale High School just 
manage to clinch second round victory 

Narrow win 
at tough Star 
Quiz contest 

Thabo Ntsepe, Leroy Marewangepo, Catia Breeat, 
Chiara Amos and Leonah Marewangepo of Veritas 
College.

Sinor Hlophe, Lindokuhle Marhwexu, Sisanda Dlamini, 
Fikile Mayaba and Chantell du Plooy of White House 
College.

Mahlatse Tau, Nadia Pooran, Anele Zondo and Lele 
Baleni of Woodlands International College.

Thando Gqoba, 
Antonio 
Cristaudi, Jude 
Nong, Ashley 
Nyamadzano 
and Simphiwe 
Benya of 
Edenvale High 
School.

Kelly 
Mitchell, 
Lucia Sigh, 
Tao-Mae van 
Heerden and 
Tanweer 
Madhi of 
Parktown 
Girls’ High 
School.

GREAT FUN: The Star High Schools Quiz in partnership with Varsity College at Future Nation School in Lyndhurst, where Joburg schools 
participated in the competition, with each being given 30 seconds to answer questions from five different categories, including politics, sport, 
entertainment and business.  PICTURES: MATTHEWS BALOYI/AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY (ANA)


