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AJC EXCLUSIVE ISAKSON’S NEXT MOVE

By Tamar Hallerman
tamar.hallerman@ajc.com

WASHINGTON — Georgia Repub-
lican Johnny Isakson plans to 
devote his final three months in 
the U.S. Senate to advancing leg-
islation he hopes will help reset 
Capitol Hill’s fraught debate over 
gun violence.

The new measure is not a gun 
control bill, the three-term sena-
tor says. The veteran deal-maker 
instead wants to take a public 
health approach to the debate, 
adopting tactics not unlike those 
deployed to reduce tobacco use or 
fight AIDS by collecting and ana-
lyzing data that could form the 
bedrock of future negotiations.

The legislation, which Isak-
son introduced Thursday, would 
set aside $75 million a year for 
the Atlanta-based U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-

tion to study the factors that con-
tribute to mass violence — not 
just acts carried out with guns, 
but also knives, explosives and 
motor vehicles — and formulate 
prevention strategies based on 
data patterns.

“I don’t know anybody that 
doesn’t feel sympathy for the par-
ent of a child who was killed in an 
accident at a school or mass mur-
der of any type,” Isakson said in a 
recent interview. “All of us want 

Isakson continued on A6

Isakson’s swan song: Senator aims to spark action in gun debate
Bill would fund study of 
factors in mass violence, 
seek solutions via data.

Sen. Johnny 
Isakson, 
R-Ga., said it’s 
worth using 
his time left in 
D.C. to try to 
bridge a divide 
using political 
capital built 
in the Senate 
over 15 
years. J. SCOTT 
APPLEWHITE 
/ ASSOCIATED 
PRESS 

By Michael E. Kanell
mkanell@ajc.com

In one Home Depot surveil-
lance video, three men push-
ing filled carts shove aside an 
employee who steps in their way 
as they walk out the door with-
out paying.

In another, a man pushing a 
filled cart pulls out a gun and 
walks out the door without pay-
ing as an employee who tried 

to stop him lifts both arms and 
backs away.

“ We want to make it more 

uncomfortable for criminals to 
come into the store, but when 
someone is that brazen, what 
can you do?” said Scott Glenn, 
Atlanta-based Home Depot’s vice 
president of asset protection, 
playing the videos for a reporter.

Despite a decades-long down-
turn in U.S. crime rates, retail-
ers say they’re struggling to curb 
shoplifting even as they train 
more cameras on visitors. Fuel-
ing the theft, they say, are orga-
nized crime groups that can eas-
ily sell stolen goods online in rel-
ative anonymity.

Theft continued on A6

Despite more security,
shoplifting persists
Stores seek crackdown 
by police, say selling 
stolen items is too easy.

ONLY IN THE AJC  RETAIL THEFT

Customers pass through a Home Depot’s “racetrack,” the busiest aisle by the registers. Home Depot is 
leading a push of retailers looking for legislative help in dealing with organized retail crime. The thieves 
use all sorts of methods, and in most cases, they know they will not be physically stopped. They make off 
with hundreds and sometimes thousands of dollars’ worth of goods. BOB ANDRES / ROBERT.ANDRES@AJC.COM

ITEMS LIKELY TO BE 
TARGETED BY THIEVES 
AT HOME DEPOT

 ■ DeWalt cordless drill
 ■ Milwaukee power drill
 ■ Makita cordless impact 

driver

HOME DEPOT, GEORGIA RETAILERS 
ASSOCIATION, STAFF RESEARCH  

MORE  DETAILS

HOW UKRAINE 
GOT INVOLVED

Ukraine, the former Soviet 
republic between Russia and 
the West, has been caught in 
the glare of U.S. news cameras 
because of contacts between 
its leader and President Donald 
Trump. »More on Page A2

WHAT HAPPENED 
FRIDAY

The chairmen of three pow-
erful House committees sub-
poenaed Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo for documents 
related to their investigation 
into Trump’s controversial call 
with the leader of Ukraine.  
»More on Page A3

HOW THE STORY 
UNFOLDED

This week’s impeachment 
drama has its origin in events 
that began five years ago 
involving Viktor Yanukovych, 
Ukraine’s pro-Russia leader at 
the time, and Paul Manafort, 
Trump’s one-time campaign 
chairman. »More on Page A4

House Democrats took the first major action Friday in 
the investigation of President Donald Trump’s phone 
call with the leader of Ukraine, while Trump insisted 
that a whistleblower’s complaint about the call might 
well be the work of “a partisan operative.”

As impeachment 
inquiry begins, 
a look at its roots
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2014-2015
Feb. 22, 2014: Ukrainian 

President Viktor Yanukovych 
is ousted from power during a 
popular uprising in the country. 
He flees to Russia. Yanukovych 
came to power with the assis-
tance of political consultant 
Paul Manafort, who worked for 
Yanukovych’s Party of Regions.

After his ouster, Ukrainian 
officials begin a wide-ranging 
investigation into corruption 
in the country.

March 2014: Russia invades 
Crimea, a peninsula belong-
ing to Ukraine, and annexes it.

May 13, 2014: Hunter Biden, 
the son of then-Vice President 
Joe Biden, joins the board of 
the Ukrainian energy company 
Burisma Holdings. It is owned 
by oligarch Mykola Zlochevsky, 
one of several subjects of the 
Ukrainian corruption probe.

May 25, 2014: Petro Poro-
shenko is elected president of 
Ukraine.

Feb. 10, 2015: Viktor Shokin 
becomes Ukraine’s prosecu-
tor general.

Sept. 24, 2015: The U.S. 
ambassador to Ukraine, Geof-
frey Pyatt, blasts Shokin in a 
speech in Odessa, Ukraine. He 
points to a “glaring problem” 
that threatens the good work 
regional leaders are doing: “the 
failure of the institution of the 
prosecutor general of Ukraine 
to successfully fight internal 
corruption.”

Dec. 8, 2015: In Kiev, Joe 
Biden tells Ukrainian leaders to 
fire Shokin or lose more than 
$1 billion in loan guarantees. 
Biden joins many Western lead-
ers in urging Shokin’s ouster.

2016
Feb. 10, 2016: The Interna-

tional Monetary Fund threat-
ens to halt a bailout program 
for Ukraine unless the country 
addresses its corruption issues.

Feb. 11, 2016: Biden speaks 
with Poroshenko by phone and 
again emphasized the urgency 
of rooting out corruption.

Feb. 19, 2016: Biden speaks 
with Poroshenko again.

March 29, 2016: Shokin

the pressure he put on Ukraine’s 
government.

“They were walking out to a 
press conference. I said, ‘Nah, 
I’m not going to — or, we’re not 
going to give you the billion 
dollars.’ They said: ‘You have 
no authority. You’re not the 
president. I said, ‘Call him,’ ” 
Biden says. “I said, ‘I’m telling 
you, you’re not getting the bil-
lion dollars.’ I said: ‘You’re not 
getting the billion. I’m going 
to be leaving here in, I think it 
was about six hours.’ I looked 
at them and said: ‘I’m leaving 
in six hours. If the prosecutor is 
not fired, you’re not getting the 
money.’ Well, son of a (exple-
tive), he got fired. And they put 
in place someone who was solid 
at the time.”

May 2, 2018: The New York 
Times reports that Ukrainian 
officials had decided to halt 
assisting special counsel Rob-
ert S. Mueller III’s investigation 
out of concern that doing so 
would harm their relationship 
with Trump’s administration.

May 4, 2018: Three Demo-
cratic senators — Bob Menendez
(N.J.), Richard Durbin (Ill.) and

said the Burisma investigation 
should be reopened.

May 9: Giuliani says he will 
travel to Ukraine to push for 
investigations “because that 
information will be very, very 
helpful to my client, and may 
turn out to be helpful to my 
government.”

May 11: Giuliani cancels his 
Ukraine trip amid a backlash 
over the propriety of a personal 
aide to the president seeking 
damaging information about a 
political opponent from a for-
eign government.

May 16: Lutsenko says there 
is no evidence of any wrongdo-
ing by the Bidens.

May 19: In an interview with 
Fox News, Trump explicitly 
references Biden’s efforts in 
Ukraine.

May 20: Zelenskiy is inaugu-
rated as president of Ukraine.

May 23: The administra-
tion notifies Congress that it 
intends to release aid money 
to Ukraine.

July 12: Axios reports that 
Trump and Director of National 
Intelligence Daniel Coats are at
odds, with Trump telling confi-

States to meet with Trump in 
Washington in September.

Aug. 8: Trump announces 
Joseph Maguire will take Coats’ 
job as director of national intel-
ligence in an acting capacity. In 
doing so, he bypasses Sue Gor-
don, who had been Coats’ No. 
2 at the directorate of national 
intelligence and was a career 
intelligence official with bipar-
tisan support. Gordon would 
later resign.

Aug. 12: An anonymous whis-
tleblower files a complaint with 
the inspector general for the 
intelligence community. The 
contents of the whistleblower 
complaint are still secret. Intel-
ligence Community Inspector 
General Michael Atkinson will 
later determine the complaint 
to be credible and a matter of 
“urgent concern,” triggering a 
legally required disclosure to 
the House and Senate intelli-
gence committees.

Aug. 15: Coats and Gordon 
officially leave their positions.

Late August: Lawmakers 
raise concerns about Ukraine 
aid being withheld, citing its
importance to defend the for-

Sept. 13: Schiff subpoenas 
Maguire to compel him to dis-
close the whistleblower com-
plaint.

According to Schiff, the DNI’s 
office, in a letter from counsel, 
indicates the whistleblower 
complaint is being withheld 
because of confidential and 
potentially privileged commu-
nications by people outside 
the intelligence community. 
It is assumed that this refers 
to Trump.

Sept. 17: Maguire says he 
will not testify or hand over 
the whistleblower complaint. 
Schiff says Maguire told him 
he couldn’t “ because he is 
being instructed not to, that 
this involved a higher author-
ity, someone above.”

Sept. 18: The Post reports 
that the complaint involves 
Trump’s communications with 
a foreign leader and some kind 
of “promise” that was made.

Sept. 19: Atkinson briefs 
Congress in a closed-door ses-
sion, telling them the complaint 
involved multiple events and 
not a single communication. 
The Post reports the complaint 
involves Ukraine.

T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  G i u l i a n i 
appears on CNN and denies 
any wrongdoing by Trump, 
but also suggests it would be 
OK if Trump withheld aid in 
exchange for Ukraine investi-
gating the Bidens.

“The reality is the president 
of the United States has every 
right to say to another leader 
of a foreign country, ‘You got 
to straighten up before we give 
you a lot of money,’ ” Giuliani 
said. “It is perfectly appropri-
ate for (Trump) to ask a foreign 
government to investigate this 
massive crime that was made 
by a former vice president.”

Sept. 23: Trump suggests aid 
to Ukraine may have been with-
held over “corruption” issues 
— without citing the Bidens.

“If you don’t talk about cor-
ruption, why would you give 
money to a country that you 
think is corrupt?” Trump said. 
“... So it’s very important that, 
on occasion, you speak to some-
body about corruption.”

By  Philip Bump  and  Aaron Blake      |      Washington Post

AU.S. intelligence official’s whistleblower complaint released publicly Thursday details efforts by President  Donald Trump and his 
personal attorney Rudolph W. Giuliani to urge Ukrainian officials to investigate Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden and his 
son Hunter. The complaint also alleges that the White House moved to “lock down” the details of a July 25 call between Trump and his 
Ukrainian counterpart, Volodymyr Zelenskiy. The document adds to questions about whether Trump was trying to set conditions for 

aid to the Eastern European country. Trump has denied this, but he has admitted to discussing the Bidens with Zelenskiy, and he has suggested 
that it would be OK for him to withhold money from a country that doesn’t root out “corruption.” Here’s how the story has unfolded since 2014.

The Ukraine timeline
The story stretches back to 2014, including Manafort.

UNDERSTANDING THE UKRAINE INVESTIGATION

President Donald Trump met with President Volodymyr Zelenskiy of Ukraine on Wednesday in New 
York. That day, the White House released a rough transcript of Trump’s July 25 call with Zelenskiy.  
DOUG MILLS / THE NEW YORK TIMES
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Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy, a former comedian who once 
played his country’s president on TV, 
was elected in April in a landslide. The 
41-year-old political neophyte cam-
paigned on an anti-corruption platform, 
and during his two months in office, he 
has sought to defuse tensions with Mos-
cow while continuing to build ties with 
the United States in hopes it would be a 
bulwark against Russian aggression.

Zelenskiy met with Trump on Wednes-
day at the United Nations, an encoun-
ter that has been overshadowed by the 
burgeoning controversy over a July 25 
phone conversation that was flagged by a 
whistleblower from the U.S. intelligence 
community.

That complaint is now the center of 
a decision Tuesday by House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi to call for impeachment 
proceedings against Trump.

Here’s a look at how Ukraine become 
part of the biggest story in American pol-
itics, and what’s at stake.

How did all this get started?
A whistleblower filed a formal com-

plaint last month alleging that Trump 
sought foreign help for his reelection 
and that the White House sought to 
cover it up. The intelligence communi-
ty’s inspector general deemed the con-
cern an urgent and credible threat to 
national security. By law, that means 
the complaint is supposed to be turned 
over to Congress within a week, but the 
inspector general’s boss, acting Director 
of National Intelligence Joseph Maguire, 
had refused to do so in that time frame. 
Maguire appeared before Congress on 
Thursday.

What exactly was the Bidens’ 
involvement in Ukraine?

Trump and his allies, including his 
personal lawyer, Rudolph W. Giuliani, 

have accused Joe Biden and his son 
Hunter of corruption but offered no evi-
dence. Hunter Biden served for almost 
five years on the board of Burisma 
Holdings, a Ukraine natural gas com-
pany. The company’s owner was inves-
tigated by Ukrainian prosecutors at one 
point over possible financial abuses but 
Hunter Biden was not accused of any 
wrongdoing. Trump and his backers 
have accused Joe Biden, then serving as 
vice president, of putting pressure on 
Ukraine three years ago to fire its top 
prosecutor, Viktor Shokin, in order to 
shield his son. Biden did urge Shokin’s 
ouster, but in concert with other key 
Western officials who were upset that 
other corruption cases were not being 
pursued. And the Burisma probe was 

reported to have been already dormant 
at that time.

How big a problem is 
corruption in Ukraine?

Corruption has been a major concern 
since Ukraine gained independence with 
the 1991 breakup of the Soviet Union. 
After pro-Russian President Viktor Yanu-
kovych was ousted in a 2014 revolution, 
successive U.S. administrations — first 
Barack Obama’s, then Trump’s — poured 
millions of dollars of aid into Ukraine, 
much of it aimed at helping shore up 
Ukrainian forces. But all international 
partners, including the World Bank, Euro-
pean governments and the International 
Monetary Fund, were worried about ram-

pant corruption, which was why Obama 
assigned Biden to be the point man on 
the issue. Because his son was doing busi-
ness in Ukraine, that prompted questions 
at the time about a potential conflict of 
interest. But Biden pointed to his son’s 
status as a private citizen and said he 
made his own business decisions.

Is Zelenskiy caught between 
Moscow and Washington?

To a point, yes. Russia was punished 
with sanctions for its annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, but east-
ern Ukraine remains an active battle-
front. The separatist conflict that broke 
out in 2014 has killed more than 13,000 
people, and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, for all his nationalist saber-rat-
tling, feels some economic pressure 
to get out from under Western sanc-
tions. Since taking office, Zelenskiy 
has made efforts to reach out to Rus-
sia, even while holding firm in reject-
ing Russia’s annexation of Crimea. The 
new Ukrainian leader has said little pub-
licly about Ukraine’s wish to eventu-
ally join NATO, a flashpoint issue for 
the Russian government. Over the sum-
mer, Zelenskiy helped engineer a pris-
oner exchange, the largest of its kind in 
years. And earlier this month, French 
and German officials took part in talks 
with counterparts in Ukraine and Russia 
to bat around ideas for peace talks.

What has been Moscow’s 
response to all this?

Basically to sit back and enjoy the 
spectacle. As the scandal has esca-
lated in recent days, Russian state tele-
vision has repeatedly made mocking 
references to it. But there are much 
more serious concerns about whether 
Trump’s dealings with Ukraine might 
ultimately have put Western interests 
at risk and — once again — helped Putin 
achieve longtime goals of sowing insta-
bility and confusion in order to under-
mine longstanding U.S. alliances. At 
the recent Group of Seven summit in 
France, Trump stood alone among the 
members of the club of richest democ-
racies with his appeals to reinstate 
Putin, who was kicked out of what used 
to be the Group of Eight over his moves 
in Ukraine. Trump said it was time to 
move on.

By Laura King,  Los Angeles Times

Suddenly, Ukraine is ubiquitous.  The former Soviet republic, Europe’s second largest country in terms of 
land area, finds itself thrust into an unwelcome spotlight over President Donald Trump’s alleged attempts 
to pressure its new government into digging up dirt on his potential rival in 2020, former Vice President Joe 
Biden.  Ukraine, with a population of about 45 million, is no stranger to superpower geopolitics. It sits next 
door to Russia, which seized a chunk of its territory five years ago and has continued to back a separatist 
uprising. And it’s not the first time Ukraine has become embroiled in U.S. presidential politics. Former 
Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort was imprisoned for illegal lobbying in Ukraine for about a decade 
beginning in 2004 and hiding the proceeds.

How Ukraine found itself in spotlight

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskiy (center) campaigned on an anti-corruption 
platform, and during his two months in office, he has sought to defuse tensions with 
Moscow while continuing to build ties with the U.S. in hopes it would be a bulwark 
against Russian aggression. VALERY SHARIFULIN / TASS / ABACA PRESS / TNS 
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What’s happening
With Congress now in a two-

week recess and lawmakers 
headed back home to their dis-
tricts, Democrats were work-
ing on two tracks, meticu-
lously outlining a rapid-fire 
set of investigative steps while 
they honed their messaging for 
what promises to be a divisive 
and politically charged pro-
cess.

House Democratic leaders 
instructed their rank and file 
Friday to keep it simple when 
talking to voters, emphasizing 
that Trump had “engaged in 
serious wrongdoing” and had 
“abused the office of the pres-
ident.” Investigators for Rep. 
Adam Schiff, chairman of the 
House Intelligence Commit-
tee, were assembling a plan of 
inquiry and sequence of wit-
nesses the committee should 
call or subpoena for testimony.

Why it matters
The inquiry centers Trump’s 

efforts to pressure the pres-
ident of Ukraine to launch a 
corruption investigation into 
Vice President Joe Biden, part 
of a whistleblower’s com-
plaint that charged the pres-
ident with using his office to 
enlist foreign help to boost 
his own reelection in 2020. 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi has said 
she wants it done expedi-
tiously, and Schiff ’s committee 
is expected to march forward 
with the investigation in the 
coming days.

On Friday, three House com-
mittees jointly issued a sub-
poena to Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo for documents 
related to the impeachment 

to produce the documents, 
including many that the law-
makers have been seeking for 
weeks.

What’s next
The Intelligence Commit-

tee has already stated publicly 
that it intends to meet with the 
whistleblower in a secure set-
ting as soon as possible, to try 
to identify other officials who 
witnessed the alleged events 
and who would be willing to 
cooperate with their work.

They also will speak again 
with the intelligence commu-
nity inspector general, Michael 
Atkinson, who was restricted 
last week from sharing any 
details with Congress about the 
work his office did to initially 
corroborate the complaint. 
This time, Atkinson would 
be freer to discuss that work, 
which could give the commit-
tee a clearer sense of where it 

in the White House and else-
where who appear to have 
brought their concerns to the 
whistleblower.

Committee staff could begin 
interviewing other potential 
witnesses in the coming days. 
Much of that work would likely 
take place out of view, law-
makers said, to speed up the 
fact-finding process and avoid 
the political implications of 
public hearings.

Sheryl Gay Stolberg 
and Nicholas Fandos,                               
©2019 The New York Times

House Democrats pushed ahead Friday with a rapidly unfurling impeachment inquiry into President Donald Trump, planning subpoenas and 
plotting out a witness list for a proceeding that could yield its first hearing as early as next week. “Everything is real time,” said Rep. Mike Quigley, 
D-Ill., a member of the Intelligence Committee. “You don’t sit back and contemplate the future when you are in the middle of it.”

House’s first hearing may be in days

White House attorneys directed move of transcript
The White House on Friday confirmed a 

key detail in the intelligence whistleblower’s 
complaint alleging that President Donald 
Trump abused the power of his office.

A senior administration official 
acknowledged that the rough transcript of 
Trump’s July 25 phone conversation with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
was moved to a highly classified system 
maintained by the National Security Council at 
the direction of attorneys. The motivation and 
timing of the move remained unclear.

Ukraine’s prosecutor says no inquiry into Bidens
Ukraine’s top anti-corruption official said Friday his agency hasn’t 

investigated former U.S. Vice President Joe 
Biden or his son as Trump has suggested.

Trump’s call on Zelenskiy to investigate his 
political rival Biden and his son Hunter, who 
served on the board of directors of an energy 
company in Ukraine, has triggered a formal 
impeachment inquiry.

Trump alleged that the Biden family 
inappropriately benefited from its ties to 
Ukraine, and he pushed Zelenskiy to investigate 
the case during the July 25 call that is now the 
focus of the impeachment probe.

Nazar Kholodnitskiy, the head of the Specialized Anti-Corruption 
Prosecutor’s Office, said in an interview with NV radio that Biden and 
his son weren’t the subject of any investigation.

Trump calls for Schiff’s resignation
Trump called Friday for the resignation of the Democratic 

chairman of the House Intelligence Committee. Trump tweeted 
several times Friday morning, saying his 
conversation with Zelenskiy was “perfect” 
and criticizing House Intelligence Committee 
Chairman Adam Schiff, D-Calif.

He called for Schiff to resign for what 
Trump contended was embellishing Trump’s 
conversation with Zelenskiy during remarks 
during a hearing Thursday with Joseph Maguire, 
acting director of national intelligence.

“Rep. Adam Schiff totally made up my 
conversation with Ukraine President and read 

OTHER  DEVELOPMENTS

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., holds a D.C. news conference 
Friday. She has said she wants the impeachment inquiry done expedi-
tiously. With lawmakers set for two-week recess, Dems are charting 
their inquiry and honing messaging. ANNA MONEYMAKER / NEW YORK TIMES 

BALANCED COVERAGE
 ■ The debate over impeachment 

is divisive, and these types of 
controversial stories receive 
special treatment. We always 
try to present as much 
information as possible so that

President 
Donald Trump 

Hunter Biden

Rep. Adam 
Schiff, D-Calif.

Executive order also 
boosts states’ leeway to 
halt resettlement. 
By Jeremy Redmon
jredmon@ajc.com
and Greg Bluestein
gbluestein@ajc.com

World Relief ’s five remaining 
refugee resettlement employees 
in Georgia will assemble at their 
Stone Mountain office for the 
last time Monday and say good-
bye. The Christian humanitarian 
agency is eliminating their posi-

tions and suspending its federally 
funded refugee resettlement pro-
gram in the Peach State after 40 
years of continual service here.

The move come s amid the 
Trump administration’s efforts 
to drastically shrink the number 
of refugees coming to the United 
States. On Thursday, the federal 
government announced it is cut-
ting to 18,000 the number who 
will be given safe haven, down 
from 30,000 this fiscal year and 
45,000 the year before that. The 
Obama administration set a goal 

Refugees continued on A7

Ga. could see sharp drop in refugees
AJC LOCAL IN-DEPTH REFUGEES

The debate over immigra-
tion is divisive, and these 
types of controversial stories 
receive special treatment. We 
always try to present as much 
information as possible so 
that readers can reach their 
own conclusions. Today’s 
story, for example, includes 
the Trump administration’s 
explanation of its policy on 
refugees, as well as responses 
from supporters and 
opponents of the order.

BALANCED COVERAGE

By Meris Lutz
mlutz@ajc.com

Cobb Count y has officially 
deemed Sterigenics a high haz-
ard industrial facility, triggering 
a slew of stricter fire safety reg-
ulations that could pose a major 
hurdle to the company resum-
ing operations at its facility near 
Smyrna.

Sterigenics uses the highly com-
bustible and carcinogenic gas eth-
ylene oxide to sterilize single-use 
medical devices, and has been 
classified as a “storage” facility 
for decades.

But the county reconsidered 
t h e  c o m p a n y ’s  d e s i g n a t i o n 
after Sterigenics entered into 

Sterigenics continued on A6

Stricter fire safety rules 
may make it difficult 
for facility to reopen.

Cobb deems 
Sterigenics
a high hazard

AJC DIGGING DEEPER  NORTHSIDE AIR QUALITY

 ■ July: WebMD and Georgia 
Health News publish the 
first story about possible 
elevated cancer risks around 
medical sterilization facilities 
based on a report from the 
federal EPA.

 ■ August: Sterigenics 
enters into an agreement 
with the state to install new 
emission controls. A few 
weeks later, Georgia opens 
an emergency investigation 
into the company over a gas 
leak and evacuation at the 
plant in July.

 ■ September: State Sen. 
Jen Jordan files a legal 
challenge to the agreement 
between Sterigenics and 
the state. Air monitoring 
begins, by both the state and 
a private contractor hired by 
Atlanta, Smyrna and Cobb.

MORE DETAILS
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