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India’s ace shooter and Com-
monwealth gold medallist
Shreyasi Singh is a BJP can-

didate from Jamui assembly
constituency. She tells Faryal
Rumi about her career in sports,
decision to join politics and vi-
sion for Bihar. Excerpts:

¢You had a bright career in
sports. So, why politics?

I come from a family where
service to humanity is service to
God. I grew up idolizing my fat-
her (late Digvijay Singh) for his
work in Jamui and Banka. The
Covid-19 made us realize the ex-
tent of  vulnerability of  Bihari
workers in other states. For two
months, my family distributed
ration and survival kits among
the people from Bihar, who rea-
ched us primarily because of  our
background. It pushed me to be-
come officially capable of  hel-
ping them.

¢Are you going to sacrifice your
career in sports for politics?

I am not leaving sports. An
Olympics medal is still my dre-
am. All my qualities come from
being a sportsperson. I will alwa-
ys remain one. In fact, I will be
using my platform to enable
sports infrastructure in Jamui.

¢Who inspired you in politics?
My father, first and foremost.

He was a charismatic leader who
was hand-picked by former PM
Chandrashekhar to be a part of
his cabinet in 1990. I have not seen
anyone like him. He could be add-
ressing the UN General Assem-

bly one day and the village gram
sabha the next. After he passed
away, my mother (Putul Kumari)
joined politics and I noticed the
kindness with which she approa-
ched the public. These qualities
inspired me the most when it ca-
me to connecting with people.

¢What are your priorities and
plans for Jamui?

PM Narendra Modi’s vision of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ has inspi-
red me to make ‘Atmanirbhar Bi-
har’. That’s my first priority. I in-
tend to start it from Jamui. Peo-
ple demand a university so that
students do not have to move
from Jamui to other places for
higher education. Girls tend to
drop out due that. We need to set
up manufacturing and food pro-
cessing units and ensure women
participation in them. 

¢What are the challenges? Do
you think development work has
been done in Jamui?

One thing I have heard repea-

tedly from people is the demand
for educational and healthcare
infrastructure. The pandemic
has worsened the situation, par-
ticularly for the vulnerable sec-
tions. The region has seen some
improvement, but requires more
work, of  course.

¢Do you think caste politics is
over for youth in Bihar?

The youths in Bihar want edu-
cation, development and job op-
portunities. Caste is still a part of
Bihar politics. One cannot deny
that. But the youths choose deve-
lopment over it any day.

¢How you are campaigning in
the Covid times?

I always make sure to wear my
mask and sanitise my hands. I al-
so ensure that my team does the
same. This pandemic will remain
in our lives for some time, so we
must adapt to it. We are focusing
on virtual rallies for the senior le-
aders and emphasizing on social
media to reach out to voters.

Olympics medal still my dream: Shreyasi 
The Plurals Party on Thurs-
day approached the Delhi
high court seeking direc-
tions to the Election Com-
mission to allow it to use
the chessboard symbol to
contest the assembly polls
in Bihar. ANI

SuMo’s charge: Deputy
CM Sushil Kumar Modi on
Thursday alleged that
without any known source
of income and business
activities, the RJD’s CM
face Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav has given Rs 4.10
crore loan to a company.
Modi has made his claims
against Tejashwi by basing
his arguments on the
points referred by the
latter in the income affida-
vit submitted to the Elec-
tion Commission.
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Patna: At a webinar organi-
zed by TOI here on Thursday,
woman representatives from
three major political parties
in Bihar and two civil society
groups active in the state spo-
ke out in unison that 33% re-
servation for women in Parli-
ament and legislatures is the
most important tool to put
women in the decision-ma-
king process for the larger go-
od of  society.

The panel comprising JD
(U) general secretary-cum-
spokesperson Suheli Mehta,
RJD spokesperson Sarika
Paswan, former BJP MLC Ki-
ran Ghai, Padmashree Sudha
Verghese of  Nari Gunjan,
and Ranjana Das from Oxfam
India, agreed that reserva-
tion would help bring more
women into the mainstream
political process on a sustai-
ned basis, including their in-
creased participation in the
electoral process, to pursue
the issues that mattered to
the women. 

Although they chose diffe-
rent words to put across their
views, their basic demand
was the same: Women should
first be given 33% reservation
in Parliament and state legis-
latures, and all the ‘obstacles’
such as the demand for ‘quota
within quota’ should be put
in abeyance till the basic de-
mand was met. 

“First, we should get the
basic thing – 33% reserva-
tion. Women from the politi-
cal arena should rise above
their party lines and demand
it unitedly to achieve it,” said
BJP representative and for-
mer MLC Kiran Ghai, adding
that the “actual situation fa-
cing women is complex”.

This was what the panel-
lists took to untangling as the
webinar, conducted by Tara
Krishnaswamy of  Shakti on
the behalf  of  TOI, progres-
sed through one question to
the other. 

The moderator introdu-
ced the subject pegging it to
TOI’s campaign theme ‘Aad-
he Hum Aadha Hamara’
highlighting that women
constituted 50% of  the count-
ry’s population, and, therefo-
re, they deserved to have pro-
portional representation. 

Krishnaswamy wove the
webinar around questions
such as why political parties
had less representation of wo-
men, how women can come
forward in any walk of  life,
and what role women politici-
ans could play in having the
33% reservation passed in
Parliament?

“Women should leave asi-
de the concerns of  their parti-
es and join hands to raise the-
ir common demand regar-
ding the 33% reservation in

Parliament and legislature,”
RJD spokesperson Sarika
Paswan said, adding, “The Bi-
har government should also
take the initiative in this re-
gard, as has been taken by the
state governments of  Odisha
and Punjab in 2019.” 

Ghai pointed out that hou-
sewives suffered inferiority
complex, as the male mem-
bers do not recognize their
work at home, which remains
unpaid. It was an assertion
with which all other panel-
lists agreed, besides deman-
ding that there was the need
for a change in the “male
mindset that worked to pro-
tect his power and dominan-
ce at every level, including in
politics.”

To their satisfaction, as
Mehta said, her party had gi-
ven 20% of  assembly seats to
women. All felt the need for
33% for women reservation
in the “executive” category
of  the organizational posts.
Further, they accepted that
they had little say in election

management committee,
candidate selection, campa-
ign and funding committee,
and so on, and that even wo-
man MLAs avoided speaking
publicly on issues critical to
women due to the pressing
need to protect the “party-in-
terests” demanded by the ma-
le members. 

They also felt that parties
were reluctant to promote
women due to the inherent
male bias that begins at home
itself, even as women make
budgets for the family. 

The panellists stressed
that the empowerment of  wo-
men would be “like fresh air”
in society, as had been amply
exemplified by the recent rise
in their literacy level and
girls going to schools in large
numbers. “Men will have to
leave their place of  dominan-
ce they have over the lives of
women. Money and its hand-
ling are also a big problem.
Till women themselves learn
things and change their atti-
tude, nothing will change,
and men, too, should change
their mindset towards wo-
men,” civil society worker
Sudha Verghese said. 

“Earlier, when 50% repre-
sentation was given to wo-
men in PRIs, 78% of  women
worked on the prodding of
their male relatives, but it
had now come down to 50%.
Things will improve further
with women’s education in
the future,” Ranjana Das
from Oxfam said.

Woman politicians & activists
seek 33% quota in legislatures 

Patna: The special MP-
MLA court in Patna framed
charges against sitting Mo-
kama MLA Anant Singh on
Thursday in connection
with the recovery of  an
AK-47 assault rifle and ex-
plosives from his private
residence at Barh in Patna
last year. The don-turned-
politician, who has filed his
nomination papers as an
RJD candidate this time, is
lodged in Beur central jail
along with co-accused and
caretaker of  his ancestral
house Sunil Ram.

The government has ap-
pointed Shyameshwar Da-
yal as the special public
prosecutor in the case who
would be assisted by addi-
tional public prosecutor
Ajay Mishra of  Patna HC.

Dayal had also conduc-
ted the trials in the murder
cases against former MPs
Mohammad Shahbuddin,
and Anand Mohan Singh
and MLA Rajballah Yadav
in minor’s rape case and all

these cases had resulted in
their conviction.

APP Mishra said char-
ges against the duo were
framed under the relevant
sections of  Arms Act and
Explosives Substances Act
and Section 414 and 120B of
IPC. “Charges under Sec-
tion 13 of  Unlawful Activiti-
es (Prevention) Act were
not framed as the charge
sheet was not filed under
the specific law,” he said,
adding, the daily trial wo-
uld be conducted in the ca-
se as per the direction of
the high court.

“After framing of  char-
ges, the court fixed October
21 as next date of  hearing
when the informant’s depo-
sition would be recorded,”
Mishra said.

Barh police station SHO
Sanjeet Kumar was an in-
formant in the case and po-
lice had also invoked the
stringent UAPA against
Singh and Ram in its FIR.

An AK-47 assault rifle
and 26 live cartridges along
with two military-grade
hand grenades were reco-
vered by Patna police hid-
den inside Singh’s private
residence at village Nad-
wan on August 16.

Charges filed
against Anant

Debahish.Karmakar
@timesgroup.com

AK-47, GRENADE
RECOVERY CASE

“Data for the second and
the third phases of

elections slated to be held on
November 3 and 7 are yet to be
released. The process will
start after the last date of
withdrawal of  nomination
papers for the two phases,”
the official told this newspa-

per on Thursday.
A recent analysis by the

Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) and Bihar

Election Watch revealed that
the outgoing assembly had
136 legislators with criminal
antecedents. Moreover, 94 of

them had cases of  serious na-
ture pending against them.

The present strength of
the assembly is 243. Its term
will end on November 29.

Additional CEO Baiju-
nath Prasad Singh said every
candidate had to fill up form
16 furnishing details about
his/her assets, education qu-
alifications, liabilities, pub-

lic dues and criminal cases, if
any. “The objective behind
the provision is to make vo-
ters aware of  the criminal ac-
tivities of  the candidates in
the fray,” he added.

Altogether 71 assembly
constituencies spread over 16
districts of  the state are going
to the polls in the first phase
on October 28.

136 outgoing MLAs have criminal history
uContinued from P 1 

CAUSE OF CONCERN

Patna: BJP national president J P Nadda on
Thursday took a swipe at Grand Alliance CM can-
didate and RJD leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav on
the latter’s recent announcement that govern-
ment jobs will be provided to 10 lakh people if  his
party was voted to power. “It is easier to make pub-
lic speeches, but difficult to fulfil promises and fol-
low the path of  development. For this purpose, you
need a man with a 56-inch chest,” Nadda said at Ka-
rakat in Rohtas district. 

Without taking the name of  Lalu, the BJP chief
said even the son of  the man, who is serving sen-
tence in a Ranchi jail in connection with fodder
scam cases, has now started talking about deve-
lopment of  the state and giving employment to the
youths.

“The credit for the change in perception of the
man in question goes to PM Narendra Modi for
making him know what the development means,”
he added.

Slamming the RJD for poor law and order in
the state during its regime, the BJP president said
even Shahabuddin remained a free bird till Nitish
Kumar took over the reins of  the state.

Nadda takes a
swipe at Tejas

Ramashankar

To support the cause of
better representation
of women in politics,
give a missed call on
8080804996

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Patna: The Bihar police on Thursday arrested Mahagathbandhan
candidate Aaftab Alam while he was filing his nomination for the
assembly election, saying police had a non-bailable warrant
against him. He is a CPI-ML candidate, contesting elections from
Aurai constituency in Muzaffarpur district of the state. Asked about
the arrest, Alam said, “I have been arrested for staging a peaceful
protest against the murder of Deepak Rai. This is a vendetta and a
political conspiracy.” Muzzafarpur city superintendent of police
(SP) Rajesh Kumar confirmed the arrest and said a non-bailable
warrant had been issued against Alam. TNN

Muz police arrest Mahagathbandhan candidate 

He also promised
to give interest-

free loan up to Rs 5
lakh to women for
the purpose. 

Highlighting
the government’s

initiatives for women’s empower-
ment, Nitish said days are not far
off  when they will work with their
male counterparts in government
offices.

“Jab mahila aur purush dono
ek saath mil kar kaam karenge to
rajya aur pragati karega,” the JD
(U) chief  said, reiterating his com-
mitment for ‘Saksham Bihar,
Swablambi Bihar’.

He said his government would
set up a new department for pro-
moting skill and entrepreneurs-
hip in the state. Proper training
will be imparted to youths and tool
rooms set up in the district and
sub-divisional headquarters to
promote entrepreneurship during
the next term of  the NDA govern-
ment in the state.

The CM said over 10 lakh yo-
uths got training as part of  the yo-
uth skill development program-
me. Apart from training, new ma-
chines would be installed in tool

rooms so that they could learn the
technical know-how and set up the-
ir units. “They will not have to de-
pend for raw materials on units
outside the state rather they will
start exporting them from Bihar
after one or two years training un-
der the programme,” he asserted.

Besides, Nitish said that solar
street lights will be installed in vil-
lages to keep the roads and lanes
properly lit at night. The govern-
ment would also ensure the proper
treatment of  people and their do-
mestic animals. While the govern-
ment primary health centres and
hospitals in rural areas with being
connected with new technology to
ensure speedy treatment, veteri-
nary hospitals will be set up for
eight to 10 panchayats, he added.

Sanitation, tap water and irri-
gation facilities for every agricul-
ture plot will be taken up on a prio-
rity basis during the next term. He
also talked about the schemes to in-
crease people’s income by promo-
ting agriculture, horticulture and
fisheries.

The CM later addressed an elec-
tion rally at Paliganj virtually in
which he talked about the continu-
ous support of  the central govern-
ment led by PM Narendra Modi for
the development of  the state.

Nitish promises to set up
more veterinary hospitals
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An FIR has been lodged with Gaya Civil Lines police
station for violation of Covid-19 norms during an

election rally of NDA at Gaya on October 11. 
Gaya town block circle officer Rajiv Ranjan has

lodged the FIR, alleging that social distancing norms
were violated during the rally. TNN

FIR against Nadda’s rally


