
Majura Valley: Lease insecurity

and Canberra's farming past,

present and potential

You have heard of the Barossa

Valley, Hunter Valley and Yarra

Valley. But have you ever been to

the Majura Valley? We talked to

local farmers about lease

insecurity and the arrested

potential of the land they love.

Uncovering Canowindra's

forgotten fish fossils

In 1993 near Canowindra Dr Alex

Ritchie was given 10 days for an

exploratory fossil dig, he could

only scratch the surface. We

explore why the fossil site has

been buried for decades and how

the sale of the land will affect it's

future.

Wytaliba and Torrington fires:

When wilderness escapes

become death traps

New England NSW was scorched

before summer even began. In the

town of Torrington homes over a

century old burned. In Wytaliba,

an alternative commune, two

people died. Homes among the

gum trees became fodder for fire.



On board the Aurora Australis,

the only Australian-made

Antarctic icebreaker

The retired Aurora Australis was

built at Carrington Slipways

upriver from Newcastle and is the

only Australian-made icebreaker.

There's a push to preserve it for

its heritage value. But its owner

has been granted the permit

needed to sell the icebreaker

overseas.

Pale, male and stale: Where are

all our Indigenous cricketers?

There's an underrepresentation of

First Nations players in cricket

compared to AFL and NRL. We

explore the racist policies that

whitewashed cricket and see

what's being done to redress the

historical exclusion.

Devils on the mainland, and

Australia's biggest whale

stranding

There are now 26 Tasmanian

Devils calling Barrington Tops

home. We find out why. We also

go to the island's West Coast to

learn more about the stranding of

470 pilot whales that made

international headlines last year.



Coal-ash pitfalls and possibilities,

a postcard from Dimboola, and a

COVID-19 storybook

Dimboola is attracting tree-

changers from far and wide. We

take a tour. We also hear from

Lake Macquarie locals concerned

about the impact of coal-ash

pollution on waterways. And, a

Tumut pre-school teacher has

written a children's book to

explain the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Drip Gorge and the women

fighting for it
The Drip was added to the

Goulburn River National Park a

couple of years ago, but some

locals are anxious that the nearby

Moolarben coal mine and its plans

for expansion could damage the

cliffs, impact the water table, and

render this unique and beloved

spot too dangerous to visit.

Dubbo's drug problem, and Black

Summer still haunts Cobargo

In Dubbo, drugs are everywhere.

The NSW government has

committed to funding a local

rehabilitation and detox centre in

town. It is something locals have

been petitioning for for decades.

However, there was no mention of

a corresponding "Drug Court".



Bawley Point brigade's new

recruits take fight to bushfire

fears
Bawley Point was one of the first

South Coast villages to be

threatened by the ferocious

Currowan fire that ravaged the

region. In the wake of the fires the

local RFS brigade has seen an

influx of new recruits, including

women and teenagers, eager to

help out next time.

Have you used telehealth before?

There's a lot of positive feedback

to the changes but there's also

anxiety around what impact it will

have on rural health provision.

And we go for a ride in Dungog.

The Hunter Valley town of 2000

has seen a recent tourism boom

thanks to mountain biking.

Dungog's biking boom, and the

telehealth revolution in the bush


