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EDITOR’S NOTE

SOL MAKGABUTLANE

sol.makgabutlane@inl.co.za

WHEN I was covering general news 
in The Star newsroom we got two 
exchange journalists from Ireland. 
They were shocked at the rate of fatal 
road crashes and laissez-faire attitude 
of authorities. One of them said there 
was once a particularly gruesome acci-
dent in her hometown and four people 
had been killed. This was the talk of 
the county, and for the next decade 
they would take visitors to the scene.

In South Africa, with our unending 
multiple fatal crashes, one would be 
spoilt for choice.

In the past month alone we’ve 
had so many grim crashes involving 
buses, trucks and cars that the media 
have run out of adjectives to describe 
the horror. The sad part is that behind 
these statistics were souls whose deaths 
have left behind untold grief, sorrow 
and emptiness. It’s only when names 
are released that it dawns that real 
people have died in those wreckages.

Last week alone, six people were 
killed in an accident along the N1 in 
Modimolle, Limpopo, near the crash 
site that claimed the lives of at least 
26 people on October 19. On the same 
day, nine people lost their lives along 
the N4 between Mbombela and Male-
lane in Mpumalanga. The toll keeps 
climbing. When will it end?

Sol Makgabutlane is an assistant edi-
tor at The Star.
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TODAY’S FORECAST

Sunny

TEMPERATURES

 Min | Max

JOHANNESBURG 13 | 33

Pretoria 15 | 35

Vereeniging 12 | 33

Heidelberg 15 | 30

Polokwane 14 | 32

Nelspruit 14 | 26

Durban 18 | 28

Cape Town 18 | 23

Plettenberg Bay 15 | 31

Port Elizabeth 16 | 30

Kimberley 18 | 38

Bloemfontein 15 | 36

MOON PHASES

New moon  First Quarter

Nov 7  Oct 16 

  Full moon  Last Quarter

Oct 24  Oct 31

Moonrise  | Moonset    23:15 | 09:13

JOBURG FIVE-DAY FORECAST

Tuesday Partly cloudy 15 | 32

Wednesday Cloudy with rain 14 | 23 

Thursday Cloudy with rain 12 | 25

Friday Cloudy with rain 11 | 22

Saturday Partly cloudy 08 | 23

GAUTENG TODAY

Sunrise  |  05:23  Sunset  |  18:20

Humidity  |  17%

Wind Direction:  6.5 knots NW

weathersa.co.za

Reminder of 
deadly violence  

From Page 1
This was followed by several spo-

radic attacks said to be fuelled by the 
use of muti, also called intelezi, in 
which men bath during amabhungu 
(midnight ritual).

Several holes covering the wall of 
the hut in which Nkise and Majik-
ija perished are a constant reminder 
for Mambenya Ngcinela, 52, of three 
weeks ago, when she and a child were 
woken by the gunfire and hid behind 
their bed in the main house next to 
the rondavel.

“After it went silent, we thought 
they were coming for us. We were 
ready die,” said the granny. 

At Majikija’s funeral in Ntshan-
gase village two weeks ago, a speaker 
described how the violence caused by 
“village gangsters” had spiralled out 
of control. 

“We are on our own. The police 
have told us that they will only send 
ambulances and mortuary vans to 
the villages instead of their vehicles 
because they cannot handle this any-
more,” said the man.  

Gigaba tells of 
extortion bid 

From Page 1
Mkhize said Gigaba first became 

aware that someone was in posses-
sion of the video soon after ex-presi-
dent Jacob Zuma had appointed him 
finance minister last year. 

“He started receiving anonymous 
calls from someone claiming to have 
this footage and that he had to pay   
R5 million if he did not want the video 
to be released,” said Mkhize.

Mkhize said Gigaba reported the 
matter to the police, who didn’t open 
a case because he couldn’t identify 
the caller. 

Mkhize said that when it became 
clear that Gigaba wasn’t going to pay, 
the caller, an isiZulu-speaking man, 
said: “Let’s do a trade. I will identify 
opportunities in certain places, and 
you will have to facilitate them as 
a way of paying me to keep quiet.”|  
Additional reporting by Kuben 
Chetty and Sthembiso Sithole

SAPS helicopter pilot lands at KFC to buy a meal

THE CRAVING for fried chicken hit 
an Eastern Cape police officer so hard 
that he landed a work helicopter at a 
KFC outlet.

The SAPS pilot landed the helicop-
ter at the Queenstown KFC, apparently 

to buy a meal.
The pictures of the landing went 

viral on social media last week and 
showed the pilot, who has not been 
identified, landing the SAPS chopper 
at Komani Mall on Tuesday afternoon, 
and walking into the KFC to order 

a meal. After getting his food, he  
walked back to the helicopter and 
flew away.

National police spokesperson Brig-
adier Vishnu Naidoo confirmed they 
were investigating the landing and said 
it was an internal police matter.
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