
Patna: Political parties in the state have
activated their student units and youth
wings for the upcoming assembly elec-
tion to take their messages to the youth,
especially using social media platforms
to connect with the first-time voters.

There are around 7 lakh voters are in
the 18- 19 age group out of  the total electo-
rate of  nearly 7.2 crore voters in the state.

Chatra JD(U)'s state vice-president
Shadab Alam said, “Through social me-
dia platforms, we are telling the young
electors about the work been done under
CM Nitish Kumar’s Saat Nischay Yoja-
na, which included student credit card,
startups and new educational institu-
tions that have come up." 

He added, "We conduct discussion
and talks on Twitter and Facebook and
also on mobile applications. Once the
party announces the candidates, the yo-
uth wing would also do campaigning for
the members.”

Akash Yadav, state president of  Chat-
ra RJD said over the past few weeks, the
youth leaders have interacted with yo-
ungsters through social media plat-
forms about what changes they want to
see in Bihar. “The first-time voters, espe-
cially in colleges and universities, want
employment, infrastructural develop-
ment in all sectors and growth of  indu-
stries. We are working to highlight these
issues and are assuring them that their
demands would be met if  RJD comes to
power,” Yadav said.

He added, “Currently, I’m focusing
on Hasanpur Vidhan Sabha, which has
become a hot-seat in Bihar. We are telling
people about what our party has done for
the people of  Hasanpur in the past five
years, like building roads, education in-
stitutions and improving the health faci-
lities.”

The Bihar Pradesh Youth Congress
members have started online campaigns
by raising the unemployment issue as
their main poll plank. State president
Gunjan Patel told this newspaper that
several neutral organizations of  tea-
chers, students and those who protested
throughout the years against the pre-
sent government are connecting with
the party on social media platforms and
are extending their support.

“Around 5 lakh government jobs are
lying vacant, including 3 lakh teachers,
50,000 police personnel and remaining
in the health sector. The party manifesto
would include this issue of  unemploy-
ment and promise to fill these vacancies
if  the party comes to power. We are high-
lighting this issue on WhatApp groups

that we created at university and college
levels, twitter account, Facebook and In-
stagram page,” Patel said.

Pashupatinath Upmanyu, organi-
zing secretary (Patna) of  ABVP said,
“We are going to launch an online cam-
paign against none of  the above (NOTA),
and hold discussions with youngsters
through online platforms, to know what
change they are expecting in education,
employment and health sectors. The
campaign would start after a state-level
meeting on October 3 and 4, with the na-
tional organizing secretary Ashish
Chauhan.”

The CPI-affiliated students' organi-
sation AISF would highlight the failures
of  the NDA- government in Bihar thro-
ugh social networking sites. “Youths in
Bihar are moving out of  the state in se-
arch of  jobs and for higher education. No
work has been done by the government
in any sector. This is the motto of  our on-
line campaigns. We are trying to reach as
many young voters as possible,” said sta-
te president of  AISF, Sushil Kumar.

Party youth wings tap social media 
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Quality
education,
employment

and development in
farm sectors are 
the main challenges
in Bihar. Our 
youths are bright,

but they have to move out for
jobs due to lack of opportunities in
Bihar

We conduct discussion and
talks on Twitter and Facebook and
also on mobile applications. Once
the party announces the candi-
dates, the youth wing would also
do campaigning for the members 
SHADAB ALAM
Chhatra JD(U)’s state vice-president
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Competitive
exams for
jobs in

railways, banking,
BPSC and SSB
should be cleared
soon. The state
government should

ensure that these exams, once
conducted, are not cancelled for any
reason
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The health and
education
sectors need

lots of
improvement. There
are hospitals with
better services, but
not affordable for

many people. Employment is also an
important issue
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State Congress president Madan Mohan Jha filed his nomination papers
from Darbhanga teacher legislative council seat on Saturday. Congress
state spokesperson Rajesh Rathod said a host of party leaders, including
MLA Amita Bhushan and former MLA Bablu Dev, were present on the
occasion. Jha, a native of Manigachhi in Darbhanga district, had earlier
served as MLA from 1985 to 1995.

Cash seized: Police on Saturday seized Rs 7.15 lakh in cash from a person
during a routine vehicle-checking drive at Amas in Gaya. “The person has
been interrogated and the income-tax department informed about the
seizure,” Gaya SSP Rajiv Mishra said. He added vehicle-checking drive was
launched in Gaya after the announcement of schedule for assembly elec-
tions in the state by the Election Commission.

POLL NUGGETS

State Cong chief files papers for council seat

VOX POPULI

In the next six weeks, Bihar
is set to catch attention
within and outside of  the

country as it prepares to hold
what is described as “a uni-
que democratic exercise in
times of  a pandemic.” More
than seven crores of  its men
and women will vote to elect a
new government amid a ra-
ging battle against Covid-19.

Taking place in very try-
ing times, this election certa-
inly adds to the glory and gre-
atness that crowns India as
the world’s largest working
democracy.

Saluting this great tradi-
tion of  citizens forming a go-
vernment of  their own choice
through ballots, The Times of
India, from today, begins a
campaign to raise awareness
about how women can get full
justice in our democratic sy-

stem. Though women compri-
se almost half  of  our total po-
pulation, less than one-tenth
of  them are in Parliament and
Assemblies as members.

With ‘Aadhe Hum. Aad-
ha Humara’ as our campa-

ign call, we ask every citizen:
Can our system be truly demo-
cratic and inclusive if  women
do not get as many seats as
men in Parliament and As-
semblies where the destiny of
our nation is carved and re-

carved?
In our columns until Dus-

sehra, when we worship the
Goddess of  Shakti, we will
talk about women’s inherent
right to have half  of  parlia-
mentary and Assembly seats
and ways and means to achie-
ve it through debate and dis-
cussion, two of  the many ex-
ercises that sustain our de-
mocracy. We will highlight
the views, roles and respon-
sibilities of  our elected poli-
cy-makers, experts, common
citizens and socio-political
organisations vis-à-vis the
issue of  equal representa-
tion for women.

It’s a matter of  pride that

Bihar has already taken two
significant steps towards wo-
men empowerment: reserva-
tion of  50% of  seats in pan-
chayat raj institutions and
urban local bodies and 35%
reservation of  government
jobs. Why not take such initi-
atives forward so that wo-
men can also be seen and he-
ard in Parliament and As-
semblies as much as men?

Women must get what is rightfully theirs
TOI

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

To support the cause of
better representation
of women in politics,
give a missed call on
8080804996

There should be
enough
teachers in

educational
institutes. Many
teaching posts are
vacant in our
college. There is no

scope for students of arts and crafts
in Bihar. The government should
focus on farm sector
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Jan Adhikar Party chief Pappu Yadav at a
dharna to protest alleged gang-rape of the
Hathras girl and her subsequent death, in
Patna on Saturday

Patna: The much-awaited
parliamentary board mee-
ting of  Lok Janshakti Party
(LJP) was postponed on Sa-
turday after party chief  Chi-
rag Paswan rushed to a ho-
spital in New Delhi where
his father, Union minister
Ram Vilas Paswan, is under-
going treatment. Party sour-
ces said the meeting would
now be held on Sunday.

The meeting was conve-

ned to discuss the next cour-
se of  action if  LJP was not of-
fered a respectable number
of  seats in the upcoming as-
sembly polls by the NDA
partners. The seat-sharing
deal in NDA couldn’t be fina-
lised despite several rounds
of  talks even on Saturday.

Meanwhile, hours before
the scheduled meeting of  the
party’s parliamentary bo-
ard, Chirag shared a picture

of  him with PM Narendra
Modi on his twitter handle,
giving enough indications to
JD(U) about LJP’s strategy

ahead of  the assembly polls.
Chirag lauded PM Modi

for several initiatives to
uplift the living standard of

common people in the count-
ry. “I am proud to work under
the leadership of  PM Modi as
an MP. His able leadership
has been acknowledged glo-
bally,” he added.

Chirag didn’t stop there
in heaping praise on the PM.
“PM Modi ne puri duniya
mein Bharat ka parcham
lahraha hai. Hum garv se
kahte hain hum Bharatiye
hain (PM Modi has changed
perception of  the world abo-
ut India. Now we say with
pride that we are Indians),”
he tweeted.

Chirag didn’t forget to
mention about his party’s
‘Bihar first, Bihari first’ slo-
gan. He tweeted, “We have
prepared ‘Bihar first, Bihari
first’ vision document based
on the feedback of  around 4
lakh residents of  Bihar.”

The Jamui MP hoped that
the people would bless him to
fulfil his dream to restore the
lost glory of  Bihar and
strengthen the hands of  PM
Modi.

Crucial LJP meet postponed
Ramashankar

The BJP and JD(U) seniors designated to hold seat-sharing
talks in Bihar NDA had a marathon four-hour meeting here on

Saturday. They discussed things to give last-minute touches
ahead of the BJP’s parliamentary board meeting in Delhi on
Sunday for candidate selection, sources said. 

They said BJP and JD(U) would first announce the names of
seats in their share and, only thereafter, their respective
candidates from Sunday evening. “All the problems hinging on
seat sharing between the two parties have been sorted out. That
is why, the marathon meeting was held on Saturday,” a source
said.

While BJP national general secretary Bhupender Yadav and
the party’s state election incharge Devendra Fadnavis were
holed up in their guesthouse at Rupaspur, JD(U) seniors Vijay
Kumar Choudhary, Bijendra Prasad Yadav, Lalan Singh and R C P
Singh (MPs) called on them for a detailed discussion.

Sources said the Bhupender-Fadnavis duo would now move
to Delhi to present before the parliamentary board the seats
shared by the two parties. “Only after that, the BJP parliamentary
board would begin to choose the candidates for the respective
seats for announcement either on Sunday or on Monday,” they
said. 

BJP, JD(U) likely to announce seats today

Abhay Singh

CHIRAG PRAISES PM

Patna: For the first time in
Bihar, a 32-year-old transgen-
der-woman Monika Das will
be acting as the presiding offi-
cer of  a polling station in the
second phase. A banker by
profession she would preside
over a polling booth in one of
the constituencies in Patna in
the second phase, which wo-
uld go to polls on November 3.

Das will receive training
for handling polling booths
and tackling challenges ari-
sing out of  the Covid-19 pan-
demic. She would undergo
the training session to be con-
ducted by Election Commis-
sion officials at Gardanibagh
in Patna on October 8.

Elated over her new re-
sponsibility, Monika told this

newspaper on
Saturday that
it is a big hono-
ur not only for
her but also
for the entire
transgender

community. She received the
letter from EC on Friday.

“I see this opportunity as
a significant victory of  our
community, and it would lea-
ve a positive impact on the
overall public perception to-
wards the transgender com-
munity. Many transgender
people still do not like to come
out in the open due to the fear
of  rejection by society. This
recognition would boost the-
ir morale as well,” said Moni-
ka, who was once known as
Gopal Kumar.

The trans-woman, cur-

rently working as an officer
with Canara Bank's Kanker-
bagh branch, said, all presi-
ding officers will be assigned
polling booths after the trai-
ning. “As a presiding officer,
it would be my duty to ensure
the smooth functioning of
EVMs. I would also have to
comply with all instructions
from the district electoral of-
ficer and ensure the integrity
and secrecy of  the ballot,” she
added. Monika, a gold med-
alist with a masters degree in
law from Patna University, al-
so won a beauty contest for
transgenders. In 2015, she be-
came the first trans-woman
banker after overcoming life-
long hurdles faced by her due
to her gender identity. She did
her schooling from Navodaya
Vidyalaya.

EC picks banker as state’s first
transgender presiding officer
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