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Entry	for	INMA	Global	Media	Awards	
Category	#6	—	Best	use	of	video	
Entry	—	Call	of	the	Rail:	Restoring	Colonist	Car	1202	
Entrant	—	Kerianne	Sproule,	with	support	from	Postmedia	
team	
	
	
Dear	INMA	Judges:	
	
	 The	distant	whistle	of	a	passing	train	evokes	a	range	of	
emotions	and	memories.	It	represents	adventure,	the	lure	of	
new	destinations	or	even	bittersweet	farewells.	It	also	
represents	the	journey	of	new	arrivals;	immigrants	travelling	
to	unfamiliar	lands	in	search	of	a	new	home.	With	dreams	as	
big	as	the	unending	prairie	sky,	thousands	of	these	immigrants	
made	their	way	west	in	Canada.	Starting	in	the	late	1800s,	
railroad	cars	known	as	Colonist	Cars	carried	them	to	a	new	life	
in	the	stark	beauty	and	sometimes	harsh	conditions	of	the	
Great	Plains.	
	 It	is	the	story	of	one	such	Colonist	Car	that	constitutes	the	
centrepiece	of	this	entry	in	the	“best	use	of	video”	category	in	
this	year’s	INMA	Global	Media	Awards.	Most	of	these	rail	cars	
have	long	since	disappeared,	but	Heritage	Park	—	a	large	
historical	attraction	in	our	city	of	Calgary	—	discovered	a	
broken-down	and	nearly	forgotten	rail	car	donated	decades	
ago	was	in	fact	one	of	the	few	remaining	Colonist	Cars	in	
existence.	
	 The	park’s	painstaking	restoration	of	this	car	provided	
rich	fodder	for	a	captivating	video,	which	we	at	the	Calgary	
Herald	used	as	the	cornerstone	for	a	project	that	grew	
audience,	engaged	existing	and	new	communities	with	our	



brand,	enhanced	our	relationship	with	a	key	client,	generated	
new	revenue,	explored	new	methods	of	outreach	with	
potential	audience,	and	extended	our	presence	on	social	media	
platforms.	The	project	included	a	variety	of	content	pieces	for	
all	platforms,	viral	posts	on	social	media	channels,	an	
advertising	campaign,	new	revenue,	a	marketing	drive,	a	
related	contest	for	readers,	and	new	audience	engagement.	
	 The	heart	of	the	project,	however,	was	the	video.	It	
allowed	videographer/video	lead	Kerianne	Sproule	to	shoot	
and	produce	creative	content	that	explored	a	myriad	aspects	of	
visual	storytelling.	She	spent	time	with	the	workers	restoring	
the	Colonist	Car	to	record	their	detailed	work	month	after	
month.	She	gained	their	trust	to	the	point	where	they	allowed	
her	to	record	workshop	activities	not	shared	with	any	other	
media.	She	researched	the	time	period	to	which	the	Colonist	
Car	belonged,	ensuring	she	captured	pertinent	mood	and	
music.	And,	she	sourced	archive	footage	and	photos,	before	
artfully	weaving	them	into	a	modern	story,	melding	the	dreams	
of	ancestors	with	the	gratitude	many	now	have	for	their	
pioneering	spirit.	Notably,	this	video	also	provided	us	with	a	
wonderful	opportunity	to	celebrate	Canada’s	150th	birthday	in	
2017.	Canada	is	a	land	built	on	immigrants.	Our	video	on	the	
Colonist	Car	—	Call	of	the	Rail:	Restoring	Colonist	Car	1202	—	
honors	this	milestone.	
	 We	hope	you	enjoy	this	beautifully	shot	video,	which	was	
used	to	achieve	the	many	above-mentioned	organizational	
targets.	Thank	you	for	taking	the	time	to	consider	this	entry	in	
your	esteemed	awards	competition.	
	



CONTENT:	MAY	18,	2017	
	
*	Video	and	story:	http://calgaryherald.com/feature/call-of-
the-rail-restoring-colonist-car-1202-2	
	
	
*	Video	also	available	on	YouTube:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agIjHW2qIP4&feature=y
outu.be	
	
	
Screen	capture	of	online	presentation	
(Copy	can	be	read	on	next	page,	on	PDF	of	print	presentation)	
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STAMPEDE 
ADDS SPICE
Fiery fare on  
midway menu A2

BOUNDLESS ENTHUSIASM
Artist shares ‘thought experiments’ C1

B RYA N  PA S S I F I U M E

Eliminating situations in which 
officers need to use deadly force 
is the goal of a sweeping policy 
review announced Wednesday by 
Calgary police.

The inquiry, led by retired 
Queen’s Bench Chief Justice Neil 
Wittmann, is intended to be an 

impartial and independent exami-
nation of why, how and when city 
officers apply lethal force — and put 
forth steps to defuse life-and-death 
confrontations before they begin. 

“The emphasis, in terms of of-
ficer safety and public safety, is to 
avoid situations where the use of 
force is necessary,” Wittmann told 
media Wednesday.

Putting use-of-force practises 
under a microscope comes in the 
wake of a string of high-profile in-
cidents that plagued the force last 
year, raising questions about what 
steps police brass could take to im-
prove safety — not only for officers 
but also city residents.

“Policing isn’t something that’s 
delivered to them — it’s delivered 
with them,” police Chief Roger 
Chaffin said. “Calgarians want to 
feel safe. They want to make sure 
that we’re doing the best we can 
to keep ourselves safe and keep 
them safe.”

Review aims to eliminate 
police use of deadly force

N EWS
JUSTICE

Family demands 
inquiry into 
death of girl  
in care A3

POLITICS

B.C. Greens vow 
to fight Trans 
Mountain 
pipeline plan A5

NHL

Senators take  
2-1 series lead  
on Penguins B10

POLITICS

Ex-FBI director 
Mueller to lead 
Trump/Russia 
probe NP1

JAPAN

Princess gives 
up royal status 
— for love NP2

BOOKS

Sisters share 
passion for 
healthy 
food C4

GARDENING

At last it’s time 
to get out, start 
growing C5 S POR TS

NP

YOU

L E A H  H E N N E L

REBUILDING HISTORY

Mike Willie, left, and Doug Zech are painstakingly restoring a Canadian Pacific colonist 
car that carried early settlers across the prairie to Alberta more than 100 years ago. A8  
   SEE RELATED VIDEO AT CALGARYHERALD.COM

JA M E S  W O O D

The NDP government says the 
province is far better prepared 
for potential spring flooding than 
it was in 2013, when a massive del-
uge swamped Calgary and parts of 
southern Alberta.

In question period Wednes-
day, Wildrose MLA Dave Han-
son pressed the government on 
its readiness for a possible flood, 
saying communities such as Cal-
gary were “nervously watching the 
weather” given the high snowpack 
level in the mountains.

Infrastructure Minister Brian 
Mason acknowledged that south-
ern Alberta and Calgary are under 
the risk of flood.

“It’s something this government 
takes very seriously,” he said. “We 
remember the devastation of peo-
ple’s lives and property during the 
last flood in 2013.”

Mason said the possibility of 
flooding shows the importance 
of projects such as the planned 
Springbank dam, which has faced 
opposition from some local land-

owners and the Tsuut’ina Nation.
Environment Minister Shan-

non Phillips said there have been 
numerous changes made to the 
government’s approach since the 
Calgary flood, which caused more 
than $6 billion in damage and 
forced more than 100,000 people 
from their homes.

“Our province — in particular, 
on the flooding question — has re-
doubled our efforts to ensure our 
communities are safe,” she said.

NDP calms fears of high flood risk
Minister says $92M spent since ’13 
has boosted protection for Calgary

S E E  F L O O D  O N  A6

S E E  P O L I C E  O N  A6

Atrium • Heritage Square, 8500 Macleod Trail S • 403-252-8850
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Piece by tiny piece, a unique sliver 
of Canadian history — along with 
its accompanying heritage — is 
slowly regaining its true shape, 
serving as both a poignant re-
minder of our past and, perhaps, 
as a true beacon of the future.

After 112 years, much of it spent 
in ceaseless toil carrying thou-
sands of nervous, new immigrants 
across the great northern prairie, 
Car 1202 of that famous Canadian 
Pacific Railway line was held to-
gether by little more than an oc-
casional prayer.

Time, along with the simple in-
ertia that comes from finally being 
allowed to stand in one place, also 
took its toll on this passenger rail 
car that most recently had been 
housed at Heritage Park in Calgary.

The long lengths of fir timber 
that provided the structure for 
this carriage — one of only two 
true colonist cars still surviving in 
some vague semblance of original 
form — were rotting. Also in dis-
repair were the windows, out of 
which so many scared yet excited 
youngsters would see the strange, 
unending northern landscape.

The 40 wooden berths — where 
double that number once sat 
through seven uncomfortable days 
and nights, as the steam locomo-
tive pulling Car 1202 moved ever 
westward — were equally dam-
aged.

She — because this was a vessel 
giving comfort, though it moved 
across land, and therefore deserves 
such feminine acknowledgment — 
was almost beyond repair.

But to some, “almost” is not a call 
of despair; rather, it’s a call to arms 
and ultimately to action.

That’s why, almost 12 months 
ago, Calgary carpenters Mike 
Willie and Doug Zech found them-
selves staring at the rotting hulk of 
Car 1202, wondering, “What the 
heck do we do now?”

Their task was to bring her back 
to life, as part of the celebration for 
Canada’s 150th birthday. The rail 
car had sat in Calgary’s Ogden rail 
yards for years until CP decided 
to hand her over to Heritage Park, 
speculating that perhaps the coun-
try’s largest historical village could 
find some use for it.

That was back in 1965 and, apart 
from a brief stint as a period set 
piece in a historical TV documen-
tary and an even less-glamorous 
role as a makeshift concession 
stand at the park, Car 1202 was 
judged too far gone to be of much 
use.

Not any longer. Every day she 
gets closer to that original shape 
and style that made the Colonist 
cars the very lifeblood of cross-
prairie travel for up to three mil-
lion newcomers in the early 20th 
century. Families from far and 
wide would arrive in Halifax or 

Montreal and then board these 
cars for up to seven days of travel 
to a new and intimidating home 
in strange places called Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta.

Aboard was one stove, one sink 
and one washroom. The passen-
gers spent a challenging week 
among new, close neighbours from 
all parts of Europe, bound together 
by the dream of a new life in this 
huge, unyielding land.

While the amenities on Car 1202 
were few, its bones were strong. 
She was so well-crafted that for 
Zech, hired by the park on a two-
year contract, coming to grips with 
this restoration also restored his 
own love of woodworking.

“I rediscovered techniques that 
got me into woodworking in the 
first place,” Zech says. “I saw the 
way nowadays everything is in-
creasingly cut by machine and 
then assembled by a person, which 
means so many cabinetmakers be-
come simply box-makers. But then 
with this car, well, it is all tradition-
al wood, and every single piece is 
joined together in some way.

“It was why I got into woodwork 
in the first place, to do traditional 
joinery work, and this is simply 
like a huge piece of furniture,” he 
says.

His buddy in this painstaking la-
bour of love, one not expected to be 
complete for at least another year, 
is Mike Willie. He was already on 
staff at the park, as chief carpenter. 
Still, this is special.

“This really is the most unique 
project I’ve had the privilege to 
work on,” Willie says. “It is one of 
a kind.

“The level of detail put into the 
car originally, the precision of the 
joints, the accuracy of manufac-
ture all the way through, (and) the 
complexity of the structure (are 
things) you don’t see now.

“Today, the tolerances (allow-
able variations in construction) 
are a sixth of an inch or more ... 
(It’s amazing) to find this car, over 
a hundred years old, where the tol-
erance would have been fractions 

of that, and all built by hand. To see 
how they overcame the obstacles 
of making the car so solid and safe 
is simply amazing.

“When we got the skin off, so to 
speak, and saw the angle braces 
down to the metal hooks to adjust 
the tension in the frame, then 
when you see all those little things, 
you realize ... this is built right. It 
is remarkable.”

As a restoration project, Car 
1202 must be put back together 
as close as possible to its original 
state, using original materials. 
However, sometimes that simply 
cannot be done.

“The fir for the frame, at the 
time, was available in gigantic 
lengths,” notes Zech. “This original 
beam is 70 feet long, but rarely are 
there trees now that big; you would 
have to go into old-growth Douglas 
fir forests to cut down something 
that length. Protesters would be 
very upset. Trees just don’t get that 
big now, so we have to replace it in 
sections.”

With the wooden lighting fix-
tures there was an even greater 
problem. None had survived, so 
old-time craftsmanship made 
room for the newfangled art of 
3D printing. By carefully follow-
ing images from ancient photos, 
exact replicas were produced layer 
by layer and will be installed in the 
carriage — the ultimate construc-
tion blend of future and past.

Like his co-worker, Zech is 
amazed at the skill of those old-
time craftsmen at CP’s Angus 
Shops in Montreal.

“Everything is joined together 
with some kind of mechani-
cal wood joinery,” he says. “This 
wasn’t then screwed together; they 
didn’t need screws. The men that 
built this were master craftsmen. 
Even after 112 years, you can’t put a 
piece of paper between the joints.”

The future of Car 1202 is un-
doubtedly in safe hands. But its 
legacy goes beyond the bygone 
skills of master craftsmen. It’s 
also a legacy of the immigrants 
that would ultimately forge this 

country.
Heritage Park CEO Alida Vis-

bach understands its place in his-
tory. Her parents made that cross-
prairie trip, after arriving from the 
Netherlands.

“This means a lot to me person-
ally because I am first-generation 
Canadian,” she says. “My parents 
came to Pier 21 in Halifax and then 
they travelled on one of these cars.

“But also the importance of this 
story right now to Canadians is 
incredible,” she adds. “We are a 
country of immigrants, and I think 
that is why this story is so impor-
tant today. We want to show that in 
a tangible way. It makes it real for 
everybody and reminds us what it 
means to be Canadian.”

By the summer of next year, 
thanks to Willie and Zech, Car 1202 
will be reborn and on permanent 
display. She deserves her rest and 
due admiration at Heritage Park. 

Yet her legacy, and what that 
means to future Canadian immi-
grants contemplating their own 
daunting journey westward, rolls 
onward. 

Lit as a beacon.

COLONIST CAR 1202 CARRIED 
CANADA’S FUTURE WEST
Iconic Canadian Pacific rail car one of last of immigration stalwarts

Colonist Car 1202 at Heritage Park in Calgary is undergoing painstaking restoration to its almost original state.  H E R I TAG E  PA R K

Car 1202 faces another long 
year of restoration, but the 
story of which she is part will 
be celebrated nationally this 
summer, starting at Calgary’s 
Heritage Park.

Launching at the park on 
Canada Day, a replica section 
of the car will be the backdrop 
for a stage play, showcasing 
the trials and tribulations of 
those who made that fraught 
rail journey across the Cana-
dian prairies.

Calgary’s Quest Theatre 
actors will play individuals 
thrown together on a colonist 
car in the early part of the 
20th century.

While taking in the play, 
Calgarians will also be able to 
glimpse the ongoing restora-
tion work on the original Car 
1202.

After a few weeks in 
Calgary, the exhibit — along 
with the local actors — will 
travel to Halifax’s Pier 21 to 
perform. The ensemble and 
a related exhibit gradually 
make their way westward, 
ending up in Vancouver at the 
end of 2017.

“We will have the visible 
restoration of Car 1202 for 
the public to see and, also, 
on July 1 we will be cutting 
the ribbon on an exhibit that 
we will later take across the 
country, replicating the sense 
and feel of this colonist car 
and the story it tells,” said 
Heritage Park CEO Alida 
Visbach.

The project has been made 
possible thanks to the sup-
port of Bank of Montreal, the 
Alberta government, the City 
of Calgary and local philan-
thropist Joan Snyder.
— Chris Nelson

I C O N I C  T O U R 
W I L L  K I C K  O F F 
A T  H E R I T A G E 
PA R K

C O A S T  
T O  C O A S T 
E V E N T

Archival photo of a Canadian Pacific Colonist train car.  H E R I TAG E  PA R K / L I B R A RY  A N D  A RC H I V E S  C A NA DA

Mike Willie works with hand tools on the restoration of the Colonist car at 
Heritage Park.  L E A H  H E N N E L
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ADDITIONAL CONTENT FOUND ON THE FOLLOWING 
PAGES OF THIS SUBMISSION 
 
* As part of the project, the Calgary Herald invited the CEO of its 
partner in this project (herself an immigrant) to write a guest 
column on Canada’s 150th birthday, July 1, 2017. 
 
* The Herald ran a series of marketing ads to promote our partner’s 
Canada Day event and unveiling of its exhibit related to this 
project. 
 
* We’ve also included a PDF sample of some of the online 
comments and social media feedback received. 
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There are many things that make a great nation, 
and Canada is considered among the greatest. 
We are majestic and beautiful, we are diverse 
and multicultural, we are free thinkers and 
innovators, and we’re blessed with some of the 
world’s richest natural resources.

From forestry to agriculture to fisheries, our 
abundant resources have put us on the map and 
made us global leaders — particularly when it 
comes to oil and natural gas.

From the moment North America’s first com-
mercial oil well was drilled in Ontario in 1858, 
Canada has been at the forefront of responsible 
and sustainable energy development.

When Karl A. Clark pioneered the hot-water 
extraction process for the oilsands in 1928, he 
introduced the world to a new type of energy — 
one that not only became an economic driver 
for Canada, but provided North America with a 
stable source of reliable energy for more than 90 
years.

Remarkably, our history in the petroleum 
industry dates back even further than Confed-
eration when oil was first spotted seeping along 
the river banks of the Mackenzie River in the 
Northwest Territories — later inspiring Imperial 
Oil to spud one of Canada’s oldest producing oil 
wells at Norman Wells.

Across the country on the East Coast, Royal 
Dutch Shell drilled the first natural gas well 
offshore of Nova Scotia in 1967, leading to more 
exploration in the deep waters of the Atlantic 
Ocean and a vibrant industry offshore of New-
foundland and Labrador today.

While our history has made us who we are 
today, it’s the future of our energy industry that 
will help determine who we become tomorrow. 
Our determination, perseverance, and frontier 
spirit have made Canada an energy superpower 
as the world’s sixth-largest oil producer and 
fifth-largest natural gas producer.

In our 2017 Crude Oil Forecast, Markets and 
Transportation report, the Canadian Associa-

tion of Petroleum Producers forecasted our 
nation’s oil production will grow to 5.1 million 
barrels per day by 2030, up from 3.85 million b/d 
in 2016.

Our constant desire to be better — more 
responsible, more environmentally friendly and 
more innovative — has poised Canadian produc-
tion to grow even more from shale discoveries 
in the Montney, Horn River and Duvernay plays 
of Western Canada, light oil in Saskatchewan’s 
Bakken and potential from new shale plays in 
Quebec and New Brunswick.

The future of unconventional production 
is being paved with new technologies such as 
hydraulic fracturing. Although it was intro-
duced in Alberta in 1953, hydraulic fracturing 
and horizontal drilling have become integral to 
exploration.

In the oilsands, steam-assisted gravity drain-
age (SAGD) has spawned an influx of new in situ 
developments. The technology is allowing us 
to use and recycle saline water unfit for human 
consumption to heat the sands to be piped to the 
surface.

Since 2012, Canada’s Oil Sands Innovation 
Alliance (COSIA) — a unique collaboration of 13 
oilsands companies — has invested $1.33 billion 
in creating more than 930 distinct environmen-
tal technologies and innovations including the 
elimination of tailings ponds and speeding up 
reclamation.

With our first 150 years behind us, it’s time 
we begin laying the groundwork for the next 
150 years — a future that sees Canada providing 
more energy with less impact on the environ-
ment.

Canada is a global energy leader. According 
to the Ipsos Global Energy Pulse — an interna-
tional survey about the world’s views on energy 
— Canada ranked No. 1 as the preferred supplier 
of oil and natural gas exports to markets interna-
tionally.

The world is growing and will need all forms 
of energy. And the world wants more Canadian 
energy. We have always been a high-tech indus-
try, always innovating for the future. That’s the 
true energy behind Canada’s oil and gas sector. 
That is Canada’s energy for tomorrow.

We’ve come a long way, Canada. Happy 
Birthday.
Tim McMillan is president and CEO of Canadian 
Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP)

Innovation is the 
real strength of 
Canadian energy
The industry’s future is 
bright, writes Tim McMillan

It’s time we begin laying the 
groundwork for the next 150 
years.

Just before Europe went 
to war again in 1939, Frits 
Visbach, a bookkeeper, en-
trepreneur and adventurer 
decided it was time to find a 
new life for himself and fu-
ture generations of Visbachs. 
He found the confines of 
crowded Holland stifling and 
longed for wide, open spaces. 
Luckily for my siblings and 
me, he chose Canada.

He left behind in Holland, 
a sister, a brother, a half-
sister and a half-brother and 
a thriving family business 
to seek his fortune in an 
unknown land. He sold all his 
worldly possessions, includ-
ing a sailboat he built himself 
and a rare stamp collection 
he had gathered over many 
years, to pay for his passage.

After an ocean voyage car-
ried him from the port of Rot-
terdam to the port of Halifax, 
he journeyed via train, west 
to Sussex, New Brunswick, 
where friends had settled a 
few years prior.

Although New Brunswick 
held an appeal for young 
Frits, he knew there was a 
vast country spread out to 
the west that he needed to 
explore before he determined 
where to stake his claim.

He travelled cross country, 
hitchhiking with his English 
setter dog, paying his way 
doing farm labour in the Prai-
ries, spending one winter in a 
sod hut, and picking cherries 
in the Okanagan until he 
reached the Queen Charlotte 
Islands in British Columbia, 
where he gained employment 
as a scaler in a logging camp. 
In his spare time, he prac-
tised his hobby of photogra-
phy, taking photographs of 
the loggers at work, earning 
extra money while honing 
his skills. It also gave him a 
break from calculating board 
feet of lumber from the mas-
sive Sitka spruce trees being 
felled to use in construction 
of the Sitka Bombers, also 
known as the Spruce Goose 
planes being built for war.

After earning enough 
money, Frits felt it was time 
to stake his claim in Canada, 
and decided to go back to 
New Brunswick. He found 
a piece of land outside of 
Fredericton, on the Golf Club 
Road, which today is one of 
the city’s more upscale neigh-
bourhoods. He built two 
small log cabins on the land, 
with no running water or 
electricity. One was for him-
self and the other to house 
new Dutch immigrants. He 
started the first of many tree 
and plant nurseries, which 
would become his mainstay 
of business.

Frits worked hard and 
established himself as a 
skilled and reputable land-
scaper and grower of trees, 
shrubs and other plants. His 
business grew as his work 
was recognized as creative 
and different. After several 
years, he felt it was time to 
set down permanent roots, 
which meant a life partner 
and a family. It had also been 
a long time since he saw his 
family and friends in Holland 
so, with those goals in mind, 
he set sail to his homeland to 
reconnect with family, but 
more importantly, with the 
hopes of finding a woman 
who could share his passion 
for adventure, horticulture 

and establishing a family in 
Canada.

The Second World War had 
just ended, with Canadian 
troops liberating Holland 
and life, though in tatters, 
starting to rebuild after the 
devastation of war. Thea 
DeHaan had spent most of 
the war separated from her 
family at the horticultural 
college she attended. When 
the war broke out in Holland, 
she could not safely make her 
way back home, so she board-
ed with a local family, eking 
out enough to survive after 

the German army confiscated 
what food stores they had on 
hand. Towards the end of the 
war, Thea and her boarding 
family found themselves with 
little to eat and they resorted 
to eating tulips bulbs for 
sustenance.

It was when Thea finally 
returned home that she met 
Frits. He told stories of life in 
Canada, the majestic, wide 
open spaces, freedom, oppor-
tunity and beauty of this 
land so far away. Thea was 
entranced. Not only was she, 
too, yearning for a new start 
after a long and trying period 
in Europe, she found Frits 
dashing, brave and smart.

Frits proposed, Thea 
accepted. It was the begin-
ning of an amazing, challeng-
ing, fulfilling and rewarding 
life together. Plans were 
made for Thea to join Frits 
in Canada, but money was 
scarce and they couldn’t 
afford passage for two. So, 
Frits returned to Fredericton, 
to earn money for his fiancée 
to join him.

On March 12, 1948, Thea 
set sail from Rotterdam 
aboard the Kota Inten, a 
refurbished freighter turned 
liner for the voyage across 

the Atlantic. Passage took 22 
days. There were 702 pas-
sengers aboard, most were 
Dutch, but 250 Ukrainians as 
well. They arrived at Pier 21 
in Halifax on April 3, 1948. I 
remember my mother telling 
me of a rough and choppy 
crossing, but excitement and 
exhilaration kept her feeling 
well throughout the trip. 

 Thea travelled by rail to 
Sussex to join Frits, where, 
a few weeks later, they were 
married in the flower garden 
of friends, Bart and Lucy 
Uitteval.

I can only imagine what 
must have gone through my 
mother’s mind as she first set 

eyes on the little log cabin in 
Fredericton. Being born and 
raised in Hertogenbosch, 
a large and busy city, this 
must have been incredibly 
primitive. Hauling drinking 
water from friendly neigh-
bours, reading by lantern at 
night and working long and 
hard days in the nursery and 
greenhouses, it must have 
been a true test of their love 
and commitment. 

A year later, oldest son 
Dirk was born, followed 
four years later by daughter 
Dieuwke, then Mark and, 
finally, me. My mother had 
her ideal family. Two boys 
and two girls. With time and 
hard work, Frits and Thea’s 
nursery business expanded 
and they bought an estab-
lished business in downtown 
Fredericton. They continued 
to grow their business, as it 
now included a florist opera-
tion and huge greenhouse 
complex that covered a full 
city block. They ran the larg-
est tulip, daffodil bulb, and 
plant importing business in 
Eastern Canada and spon-
sored many Dutch immi-
grants to come and settle in 
the land that had given them 
such opportunity.

I am still in awe of what my 
parents accomplished and 
how they worked to create a 
life for my siblings and me. 
We are all proud Canadians, 
but will never forget our 
Dutch roots and our Dutch 
parents who gave up so much 
but gained in return. Thank 
you Pap and Mam, and thank 
you, Canada
Alida Visbach is president and 
CEO of Heritage Park.

THE VISBACH FAMILY’S 
JOURNEY OF ADVENTURE

Thea and Frits Visbach with their ideal family: two boys and two girls. Frits holds baby Alida. Dirk is on 
the left and Dieuwke and Mark are in the back. 

They gave up 
much, but gained 
more, writes Alida 
Visbach

OPINION

He built two small log cabins on the 

land, with no running water or electric-

ity. One was for himself and the other to 

house new Dutch immigrants.
A L I D A  V I S B A C H ,  o n  h e r  f a t h e r ,  F r i t s

Canada is a global energy leader. According to the Ipsos Global En-
ergy Pulse — an international survey about the world’s views on 
energy — Canada ranked No. 1 as the preferred supplier of oil and 
natural gas exports to markets internationally.  Tim McMillan

Frits Visbach came to Canada, attracted by the vast country and its wide open spaces. He settled in 
New Brunswick, eventually building the largest plant importing business in eastern Canada.



	




