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Agri SA's first virtual annual congress kicks off

It is day 1 of the much-anticipated Agri SA congress. The two-day event will give you a
holistic overview of most of the sectors in agriculture in the comfort of your own home,

office or farm. This morning all the different centres of excellence, including natural
resources, labour development, land, economics and trade, rural safety and disaster risk,

will share their latest research while Agri SA’s chamber activities is also on the menu.
Another highlight is at 12:30 when Welmar Ras from the RSA Group will be presenting

and taking questions on the latest buying patterns and consumer trends. Pictured are Agri
SA's Christo van der Rheede, Annelize Crosby, Mihlali Xhlala and Omri van Zyl.

CLICK HERE TO TUNE INTO THE LIVE AGRI SA CONGRESS

HOT NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR MZANSI FARMERS

896 state farms are
now up for grabs

While Mzansi’s agricultural community
celebrate the announcement of nearly
700 000 hectares of state land being
made available for agricultural purposes,
some leaders have raised red flags. This
follows an announcement earlier today by
the minister of agriculture, land reform
and rural development, Thoko Didiza,
that eligible farmers will have an.

 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

New drought-relief
fund for Northern
Cape farmers

Drought-stricken farmers in the Northern
Cape must urgent apply for relief funding.
The MEC, Mase Manopole, clarifies that
the drought-relief fund has been allocated
to ensure that livestock farmers across
the supply spectrum are able to purchase
fodder through a voucher system with
pre-identified agri-businesses.

 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Game-changer for
beef industry revealed

There is now, more than ever, a greater
global need for complete transparency
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and accountability in the local beef supply
chain. Anzill Adams, CEO of BeefLedger
SA, says covid-19 farmers need to
urgently invest in a platform to enhance
bio- and food security for “ultimate
consumer confidence and satisfaction”.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

SPECIAL FOCUS ON WORLD COTTON DAY

Cotton SA leads World Cotton Day celebrations

At 15:00 today, you can join the World Cotton Day celebrations from the comfort of your
home, office or farm. Today, South Africa plays host to a historic international event to

celebrate the world’s most important natural fibre.

International speakers include Kai Hughes from the International Cotton Advisory
Committee and representing Mzansi is Lawrence Pillay from Woolworths South Africa,

Natasja Ambrosio from the Mr Price Group, Phillip du Plessis from John Deere
and Tanya Aucamp from Cotton SA.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER YOUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE

 

A woman worthy of
the title ‘farmer’

Limpopo cotton farmer Maria Swele has
proven herself well worthy of the title
farmer. She never considered a career in
agriculture, but in 2004 her finance skills
led her to cotton farming and today she
owns a 40-hectare farm in Matlerekeng.
And she's never looked back!

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Electrician finds spark
in cotton farming

How long does it take to make a dream
come true? Sometimes, it can happen
overnight, or in the case of Frans Malela,
at least a quarter-century. If you’re willing
to put in the effort and hard work,
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however, you will eventually reap the
benefits of your labour.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

We meet Mzansi's
only commercial
cotton farmer 
60-year-old Susan van der Merwe is not
only an award-winning farmer, but South
Africa's only female commercial cotton
producer. She says, “If you want success,
your footsteps must be visible and clearly
marked on the land you toil."

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

KICK-START YOUR DREAMS WITH STANDARD BANK

Top tips for effective
succession planning 

Business succession planning is essential
for small business owners, especially

since ownership transition can be
necessary at a moment’s notice due to

unforeseen events such as illness, death
or retirement. This week we catch up with

Nico Groenewald, the head of agri-
business at Standard Bank. He warns the

widespread lack of business succession
planning can lead to major obstacles.

CLICK HERE FOR TOP TIPS FROM STANDARD BANK

THIS WEEK IN OUR FARMER'S INSIDE TRACK PODCAST

TRY THIS RECIPE: Bone-in ribeye
steak is always a delicious cut
prized for its tenderness and

flavour. Foodie Dané Vermeulen
shares her recipe for the juiciest lip-

smacking braaied ribeye steak.  

READ MORE >>

LIEWE LULU: How can I move
forward from rejection? Agri's agony
aunt, Liewe Lulu, says, "Bopelo ke

ntwa." Life is a fight, and that is
exactly what you must do to

overcome rejection - even on farms.

READ MORE >>
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LISTEN TO THIS: Dietician and TV
personality Andrea Du Plessis joins

our weekly Farmer's Inside Track
podcast line-up to empower you with

nutritional tips. In today’s
episode we indulge in our favourite

braai delights and we're trying a
few plant-based delicacies. 

LISTEN NOW >>

INSPIRATION: We get up, close
and personal with Gugulethu

Mahlangu, spinach farmer and
founder of House Harvest in

Boksburg, Johannesburg. Her
passion is not just growing her own
veggies, but sharing knowledge with

her local community.

LISTEN NOW >>

AGRICULTURAL THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

'Land grabbers' turn
to farms for rescue
On an abandoned farm in Johannesburg,
the sound of hammers bashing nails into
corrugated iron, brooms sweeping away
the dust and a faint chatter of voices can
be heard on a nearby road. It is the sound
of dozens of shacks being hastily built in
Walkerville where growing demand for
land and housing is fuelling a wave of
similar occupations. This special report by
the Thompson Reuters Foundation.

CLICK HERE FOR THIS THOUGHT-PROVOKING ARTICLE

 

LEVEL UP WITH THESE AVAILABLE BURSARIES

SAAGA BURSARY: The South
African Avocado Growers’

Association bursary is available to
individuals from historically

disadvantaged groups studying
towards a BSc (Agric) or equivalent
degrees. Hurry, applications close

on 31 October 2020.

READ MORE >>

MAIZE TRUST: The trust is offering
bursaries to post-graduate

students. The Master's and doctoral
bursaries are open to students
studying agronomy, agricultural

economics, agricultural engineering,
molecular biology and more. Apply

before January 2021. 

READ MORE >>

THIS WEEK ON OUR VERY-OWN TELEVISION SHOW
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WATCH: This farmer waited 50 years for land

The wait for Mzansi’s much-anticipated, brand-new agricultural TV show is almost
over. That’s right, only a few hours remain on the countdown-clock before the first episode
of Vir die liefde van die land shows starts on Thursday at 18:00 Click on the video above
for a sneak preview of episode 1.Hosts Ivor Price and Piet Potgieter meet meet the 73-

year-old Samson Mahlaba, who transitioned from labourer to farm owner.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

POINT TO PONDER

"In developing the first ever blockchain-enabled traceability solution
for the South African beef supply chain, BeefLedger SA offers the

industry a digital livestock identification and traceability system that
can validate real-time ‘farm to fork’ product authenticity.” - Anzill

Adams, CEO of newly-launched BeefLedger SA
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Farmer's Inside Track is exclusively for South African farmers and
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