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OVERHEARD ON 3RD

BLAINE T. SHAHAN FOR THE CAUCUS

This is the Pennsylvania lieutenant 
governor’s mansion, which is located 

on Fort Indiantown Gap.

STACK OF APOLOGIES
A closer look at where the lieutenant governor sleeps, 
and whether that news conference was a smart move

 » PAULA KNUDSEN + BRAD BUMSTED + SAM JANESCH

There is no official website.
The Pennsylvania Manual, a sort of 

bible of state government, doesn’t list an 
address for the property.

And no official markers designate the 
Lebanon County property as a state-
owned mansion.

It’s tough to spot on Google Maps.
After The Caucus broke the news 

last week that Lt. Gov. Michael J. Stack 
III and his wife, Tonya Stack, were 
being investigated by the Office of 
Inspector General for alleged verbal 
abuse to staff, interest spiked in the 
state-owned mansion where the Stacks 
reside.

While information about public 
tours and the history of the governor’s 
residence, located on Front Street in 
Harrisburg, is readily available, details 
about the lieutenant governor’s mansion 
is scant.

Gov. Tom Wolf, a multimillionaire, 

doesn’t stay at the governor’s mansion 
but uses it for some events. He lives in 
Mount Wolf, York County.

The website for the governor’s 
residence makes a passing reference to 
the “State House, a fieldstone residence 
at Fort Indiantown Gap, built for the 
adjutant general of the Pennsylvania 
National Guard.”

But no address is listed.
A Caucus reporter went to Fort 

Indiantown Gap to try to find the “State 
House.”

Driving into the Fort Indiantown 
Gap facility, there is no signage that 
would indicate the location of the man-
sion. A map posted by the Pennsylvania 
Army National Guard Heliport showed 
streets and points of interest, including 
a street marked “Governor’s Way.”

Governor’s Way is an unmarked lane 
just off Route 934.

After turning onto the lane, a barred 

gate greets visitors. No signs or markers 
are visible to denote a historic property, 
or that the stone building beyond the 
gate is the “State House,” but a male 
voice confirmed via intercom that it 
was the lieutenant governor’s resi-
dence.

When our reporter requested to pass 
beyond the gates to take photographs of 
the exterior of the building, the speaker 
said photographs had to be taken from 
behind the gate.

From the gate, a swimming pool is 
visible to the right of the driveway. Oth-
er details of the property were unable to 
be detailed from the vantage point of the 
barred gate.

Pennsylvania is the only state in 
the U.S. that provides a residence to its 
lieutenant governor, though many states 
provide stipends for housing, said Julia 
Hurst, director of the National Lieuten-
ant Governor’s Association in Florence, 
Kentucky.

ABOUT THAT 
NEWS CONFERENCE

From a public-relations and political 

perspective, Stack had several choices 
on how to deal with the inspector 
general’s investigation, which became a 
statewide news story.

According to several political consul-
tants and crisis communication experts, 
Stack could have:

— Stayed mum until he actually saw 
exactly what the report says. He could 
have issued a vanilla-flavored statement 
stating he was aware and awaited the 
outcome. Bottom line? No further com-
ment until then, a tactic used by many 
politicians caught up in scandal.

— Done a full “mea culpa,” admitting 
what happened and profusely apologiz-
ing to his State Police security detail and 
mansion employees for verbal abuse 
allegedly heaped on them by himself and 
wife Tonya.

— Doubled down and denied every-
thing, blasting Wolf for undercutting 
him on petty matters unworthy of the 
resources of the Office of Inspector 
General, which should be investigating 
welfare fraud and wasteful spending.

The third option was clearly the 
worst. It would have amounted to de-
claring war on the governor. It would 

The taxpayer-funded mansion for Pennsylvania’s No. 2 
official is difficult to find and largely inaccessible to the 
public.
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OVERHEARD ON 3RD

potentially fatal to Stack’s survival.
A political consultant who asked not 

to be named said the first choice was the 
only safe one. There’s just no telling how 
bad the report is for Stack.

He needs to know what he’s talk-
ing about. It’s reckless to hold a news 
conference and not know what you’re 
getting into. And that’s just what Stack 
did last week, holding court with 
reporters for 37 minutes in his Capitol 
office. That was 37 minutes too long in 
the eyes of the political consultant we 
spoke to.

On the other hand, Charlie Gerow, a 
Republican analyst who handles crisis 
communications, said he favored the 
second option, which ostensibly was 
what Stack did. He apologized profusely, 
at least to the State Police.

He repeatedly attributed his and 
Tonya’s statements to stress, frustration 
and living in a “fishbowl.”

“I’ve said things in anger I wish I 
could take back,” Stack said. He did say 
he wasn’t offering stress of the job as “an 
excuse.”

On whether he ever told the troopers 
how to drive or use emergency proce-
dures (read siren)?

“If I ever gave that impression I was 
wrong,” Stack said.

Here’s why The Caucus believes the 
first option — waiting — would have 
been Stack’s smartest option short of 
full and complete disclosure.

Statements in the inspector general’s 
report might contradict some of the 
things Stack said at the press confer-
ence. Moreover, it was not by any means 

full disclosure; Stack would not answer 
repeated questions about what he had 
said that he was sorry for. Not a single 
example.

Even if the inspector general’s report 
is not released, portions will leak.

Stack denied things he and his wife 
said had been “abuse.”

OK, what will the report show?
Stack denied he and Tonya ever 

yelled or swore at troopers for not going 
faster or refusing to hit the siren. Will 
statements from police to investigators 
say otherwise?

Stack was asked if the inspector 
general tried to interview him. “They 
haven’t asked. I will talk to anyone who 
wants to talk,” Stack said at his news 
conference.

Really?
Sources tell The Caucus that the 

letter Stack received from Inspector 
General Bruce Beemer recently notify-
ing him about the investigation  stated 
that the report’s completion was delayed 
until investigators could talk to him. 

Will that letter be included if the 
report is released? 

Beemer has refused to comment.
Tony Romeo, of KYW Radio, asked if 

Stack and Wolf had discussed the mat-
ter?

“Tony, we have not,” Stack said. “It’s 
fine to be a human being, but at the end 
of the day you have to be better. ... I just 
welcome it as an opportunity to im-
prove.” 

That may indeed be the case, but has 
Stack really never discussdd this issue 
with the governor? There hadn’t been 

warnings from Wolf? 
Doesn’t it defy credibility to think 

Wolf would not first try to work it out 
with Stack?

Who was Stack trying to convince 
at the presser? Not the press. Maybe it 
was to convince Wolf he did not need to 
release the report since he is a changed 
man.

TROUBLE FOR 
PROPERTY TAX REFORM

State Sen. Scott Martin, in a recent 
interview with LNP’s editorial board in 
Lancaster, said he believes the reason 
Sen. David Argall’s property-tax elimi-
nation bill hasn’t been reintroduced yet 
this session is because “the whip counts 
aren’t adding up.”

 Martin, new to the Senate this year, 
said the perception before the session 
started was that because the GOP’s Sen-
ate caucus grew, passing SB 76 this time 
would be automatic.

“But there’s people who voted for the 
bill last time and aren’t supportive of it 
this time,” he said, mentioning concerns 
taxpayers and school districts have with 
the state collecting and controlling all 
the revenue for schools. For his part, 
Martin said he’s on board and would 
vote “yes” on SB 76.

WOLF OK WITH 
LEGISLATURE SIZE

If you were wondering why Wolf’s 
“historic” proposal to restructure 
government did not include reducing 

the size of the Legislature, it appears it’s 
because he doesn’t believe it would save 
much money.

Sure, Wolf may not have wanted 
to rile up the 253 lawmakers he needs 
to work with to accomplish his other 
priorities.

In an interview with LNP’s editorial 
board, he said cutting the number of 
House and Senate members and their 
staffs would not amount to large savings 
but could lead to a loss of some “demo-
cratic accountability.”

Reducing the size of the Legislature 
has been a topic of discussion mostly 
among Republican lawmakers, and it 
looks like the governor will leave it to 
them to take charge.

“If we want to make, and I do, gov-
ernment work better, streamline, we 
ought to be doing it the way I’m doing 
it, not by trying to reduce the number 
of democratically elected officials,” he 
said.

“Can they do a better job of stream-
lining the legislative branch? Yeah, I 
think they can. But I’m not sure reduc-
ing the number of legislators is the 
way to do that.”

And what about another government 
reform, implementing an independent 
redistricting commission before the 
next redistricting?

 Wolf did not seem too keen on going 
down that path.

Wolf, while noting the problems of 
gerrymandering, emphasized he would 
be “committed to fairness” if he is in 
charge of approving the next district 
map.
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COVER STORY

 » BRAD BUMSTED + PAULA KNUDSEN

On the heels of a disclosure by The Caucus of an inspector general’s investigation into his behavior, Lt. Gov. Mike Stack now 
enters the 2018 Democratic primary contest for lieutenant governor with official baggage.

That Gov. Tom Wolf asked for the probe is extremely revealing in and of itself.
Wolf’s move is “really unusual,” said Saladin Ambar, chairman of the political science department at Lehigh University, 

where he teaches and writes about U.S. governors.
Stack now runs the risk of having an opponent endorsed and funded by Wolf, or someone who runs independently, political analysts say.
But how this plays out for Wolf and Stack depends, in large part, on what the probe by Inspector General Bruce Beemer finds and 

whether a report is released to the taxpayers who paid for it.

»» What He Does:»The»office»of»lieutenant»
governor»was»created»by»the»Constitu-
tion»of»1873,»and»its»functions»and»du-
ties»have»changed»little»since»then.»The»
function»of»the»lieutenant»governor»is»
to»preside»over»the»state»Senate.»When»
presiding»over»the»Senate,»the»lieu-
tenant»governor»signs»legislation»and»
other»formal»measures»passed»by»the»
chamber.»The»lieutenant»governor»also»
chairs»the»Board»of»Pardons»and»chairs»
the»Pennsylvania»Emergency»Manage-
ment»Council.

»» Salary:»$162,373

»» Education:»Stack»is»a»graduate»of»
La»Salle»College»High»School»and»of»
La»Salle»University.»He»earned»a»law»
degree»from»Villanova»University»Law»

School»in»1992,»his»official»bio»states.

»» Military Career:»Stack»is»a»former»
captain»in»the»Pennsylvania»Army»Na-
tional»Guard»and»a»graduate»of»the»U.S.»
Armed»Forces»Officers»Basic»Course.»
He»also»served»as»a»judge»advocate»
general»for»the»28th»Infantry»Division.

»» Political Career:»Before»winning»the»
lieutenant»governor’s»race»in»2014,»
Stack»represented»northeast»Philadel-
phia»in»the»state»Senate’s»5th»district.»
He»first»won»the»seat»in»2000.

»» Personal Life:»He»is»married»to»Tonya»
Stack.»A»2015»profile»of»her»stated»the»
couple»have»a»7-year-old»cat»named»
George»Saunders,»named»for»the»film»
noir»actor.

year state senator, won the five-person 
Democratic primary in 2014 largely 
because he was the only candidate from 
Philadelphia, a city with the most Demo-
cratic voters.

Pennsylvania voters choose the No. 
1 and No. 2 executives separately in the 
primary; the victors run as a team in the 
general election.

MEA CULPA

At an extraordinary press confer-
ence in his Capitol office last 
week, Stack apologized for things 

he and his wife Tonya said in anger to 
troopers and public employees.

He said he their behavior was the 
caused by stress and being in the lime-
light.

Stack denied being abusive.
Some of his apologies were condi-

tional. Asked if he urged troopers to 
speed or hit the sirens and flashing 
lights in non-emergencies, Stack said, 
“If I ever gave that impression, because I 
was in a hurry or I said something — 

Neither Wolf nor the now-apologetic 
Stack have promised to do so.

Readers should know the investiga-
tion is administrative and not criminal. 
The probe is more about who will serve 
as the next governor and lieutenant 
governor.

It centers on allegations Stack and 
his wife verbally abused state police as-
signed to their protection and mansion 
staff paid by taxpayers to serve them.

Making the report public is a win-
win for Wolf. It meets his standard for 
heightened transparency and could 
give him the ammunition he needs to 
pressure Stack to bow out — or at least 
demonstrate a clear reason for another 
candidate to emerge.

“For Wolf, making this a public inves-
tigation raised the stakes,” said Thomas 
Baldino, a political science professor at 
Wilkes University.

Had Wolf and Stack been allies, Wolf 
could have had staff look into the allega-
tions quietly and then demanded Stack 
make changes.

Wolf, of course, never chose Stack 
as his running mate. Stack, a former 14-

Who is Mike Stack?
Michael»J.»Stack»III,»53,»is»Pennsylvania’s»33rd»lieutenant»governor.»A»Democrat»from»
Philadelphia,»he»was»sworn»into»office»on»Jan.»20,»2014.»He»is»an»attorney»by»trade.

Lt. Gov. Mike Stack vowed to seek re-election amid  
an investigation into his treatment of staff and security.  

But there’s enough time for another Democrat to knock him off.

Above and opposite: Pennsylvania Lieutenant Governor Mike Stack called a news conference in his office in the state 
Capitol on April 12 to address the inspector general’s investigation into his treatment of staff and security.

BLAINE»T.»SHAHAN»FOR»THE»CAUCUS

CONTINUED, page 8
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COVER STORY

Stack moments: The story so far

M O N DAY,  A P R I L  1 0
»» The»Caucus,»a»publication»of»LNP»
Media»Group,»reports»via»LNP»and»
LancasterOnline»that»the»state»Office»
of»Inspector»General»is»investigating»
whether»Lt.»Gov.»Mike»Stack»and»his»
wife,»Tonya,»verbally»abused»their»
security»detail»and»state»employees»
working»at»the»lieutenant»governor’s»
mansion.»The»report,»based»on»infor-
mation»from»multiple»sources»and»a»
person»interviewed»by»investigators,»
also»stated»Gov.»Tom»Wolf»asked»for»
the»investigation,»which»is»being»led»
by»Inspector»General»Bruce»Beemer.

T U E S DAY,  A P R I L  1 1
»» The»Caucus»reports»that»the»inspec-
tor»general’s»investigation»centers»
on»reports»that»Lt.»Gov.»Mike»Stack»
and»his»wife»repeatedly»ordered»their»
state»police»security»detail»to»use»
the»vehicle’s»rooftop»flashing»lights»
and»sirens»to»clear»traffic»for»rou-
tine»trips,»a»move»that»is»in»violation»
of»state»policy.»When»the»troopers»
declined,»Stack,»and»particularly»his»
wife,»Tonya,»would»heap»verbal»abuse»
on»them,»sources»told»The»Caucus.»
The»investigation»was»also»looking»at»
whether»the»couple»also»lambasted»
five»employees»who»cook,»clean»and»
tend»the»grounds»at»the»state-paid»
lieutenant»governor’s»mansion»in»Fort»
Indiantown»Gap,»where»the»Stacks»
live.»Gov.»Tom»Wolf»declined»to»com-
ment.

W E D N E S DAY,  A P R I L  1 2
»» A»contrite»Stack»apologizes»to»his»
state»police»detail»and»other»public»
employees»for»having»“said»things»
in»anger»or»stress»or»frustration.”»In»
a»rare,»37-minute»news»conference»
from»his»Capitol»office,»Stack»ac-
knowledges»“not»being»a»perfect»hu-
man»being”»and»vowed»that»he»and»

his»wife,»Tonya,»“will»do»better.”»Stack»
denies»that»he»ordered»State»Police»
security»detail»to»use»the»vehicle’s»
rooftop»flashing»lights»and»sirens»to»
clear»traffic»for»routine»trips.»“If»I»ever»
gave»that»impression,»because»I»was»
in»a»hurry»or»I»said»something»—»‘We»
gotta»get»there,»hurry»it»up’»—»and»
they»drew»a»conclusion»that»that’s»
what»I»wanted,»I»apologize»for»that,»
because»that»would»be»wrong,”»Stack»
said.»He»also»denied»that»he»and»his»
wife»were»“abusive”»to»State»Police»»
or»staff.

T H U R S DAY,  A P R I L  1 3
»» Editorial»boards»in»parts»of»the»state»

call»for»the»elimination»of»the»lieuten-
ant»governor’s»position»and»for»the»
eventual»release»of»the»inspector»
general’s»report»on»the»investigation.»
Others»called»for»Stack»to»bow»out»of»
the»2018»campaign.»“The»allegations»
being»made»against»him»don’t»con-
stitute»the»crime»of»the»century,»but,»
if»true,»they»represent»an»unseemly»
abuse»of»power»on»the»taxpayer’s»
dime,”»wrote»the»LNP»editorial»board»
in»Lancaster.»“...»The»citizens»of»the»
commonwealth»have»a»right»to»know»
how»their»elected»officials»are»using»
the»resources»granted»to»them»by»
their»office.”»Wrote»The»Patriot-News»
editorial»board:»“In»politics,»optics»
matter.»If»the»other»state»agencies,»
such»as»the»Departments»of»Correc-
tion»and»Education,»are»being»asked»
to»make»the»hard»choices,»then»surely»
Pennsylvania»can»get»along»without»
an»elected»office»known»as»‘Lieuten-
ant»Governor.’”»Wrote»the»Pittsburgh»
Post-Gazette:»“At»this»point,»we’ve»
simply»seen»enough»of»Mike»Stack.»He»
shouldn’t»even»think»about»running»for»
re-election»next»year.»The»job»should»
go»to»someone»willing»to»obey»the»
speed»limit»and»handle»the»stress,»
however»much»of»it»there»may»be.”

Then-state Sen. Mike Stack and his wife Tonya are pictured on the Capitol steps  
in January 2015 before his inauguration as lieutenant governor.

COURTESY»OF»BONNIE»SQUIRES»|»PHILADELPHIA»PUBLIC»RECORD

‘We gotta get there, hurry it up’ — and 
they drew a conclusion that that’s what 
I wanted, I apologize for that, because 
that would be wrong.”

Stack said he is running for re-elec-
tion and that he expects he and Wolf will 
be a “unified team.”

Political analysts doubt that will hap-
pen.

“This is not exactly a team — with 
Stack,” said Joseph DiSarro, chairman 
of the political science department at 
Washington & Jefferson College.

Put more bluntly, “It’s always been a 
shotgun wedding,” said Charlie Gerow, a 
Republican consultant from Harrisburg.

“Wolf could be looking for someone 
else to help him more than Stack,” said 
DiSarro.

WIGGLE ROOM

D iSarro has little doubt that since 
Wolf requested the inspector 
general’s report he will  

release it.
“You’d assume it will be released,” he 

said.
DiSarro questions why taxpayers 

pay for a No. 2 executive and why that 
executive is driven around by state po-
lice, much less why he would ever need 
a siren.

Wes Leckrone, a political science 
professor at Widener University, said 
there would be enough time if Wolf 
releases the report for another Demo-
crat to enter the lieutenant governor’s 
race.

“It creates wiggle room for someone 
else to get in,” Leckrone said.

That may not stop Stack from run-
ning again, though, Leckrone said.

“The problem is, unless there’s some-
thing illegal going on, Stack has the right 
to run again,” he said.

Those who know Stack say he is not 
the type to back down. The governor 
could exert enormous pressure on him, 

though, and encourage top Democrats 
to call for him to step aside.

That would be a last resort, though.
“I think the governor doesn’t want 

his fingerprints over Stack’s ouster un-
less absolutely necessary,” Baldino said.

The notion that a governor doesn’t 
embrace his running mate is not a novel 
one in Pennsylvania politics.

It was clear former Democratic 
Gov. Ed Rendell, who served from 
2003 to 2011, wasn’t thrilled with 
having Catherine Baker Knoll as his 
running mate and then lieutenant 
governor.

There were rumblings about Rendell 
wanting to cut ties with Knoll when he 
was about to run for re-election in 2006. 
But it was politically expedient for Ren-
dell not to rock the boat given Knoll’s 
strong following among senior-citizen 
voters.

The results of the inspector general’s 
investigation “could have a huge im-
plication in the general election” even 
though Wolf didn’t choose Stack, said 
Kyle Kopko, an assistant dean and head 
of the pre-law program at Elizabeth-
town College.

Voters typically vote for governor 
and not a lieutenant governor, Baldino 
said. But he agreed that having Stack on 
the ballot could give the Republicans 
ammunition in the fall race.

The GOP is already making hay out 
of the Stack case. Republican Party 
Chairman Val DiGiorgio, in a prepared 
statement last week, painted Democrats 
with a broad brush.

DiGiorgio called it “disturbing to 
hear that Lt. Governor Stack lambasted 
state employees who cook, clean and 
tend the grounds at his taxpayer funded 
home.

“Even more concerning,” DiGiorgio 
stated, “are reports that he directed his 
security detail to violate state police 
policy. … Sadly, arrogance and corrup-
tion among Democrat public officials, 
especially those from Philadelphia, 
is becoming more and more common 
these days.”

DiSarro cautioned against hyperbole, 
though.

“I don’t know that there’s a lot there 
(against Stack) beyond being obnoxious 
and enjoying the trappings of office,” he 
said.

What actually is there is the key.
Stack said he was unaware the inves-

tigation dealt with anything other than 
his treatment of employees. But there’s 
been speculation it may involve more, 
creating serious problems for Stack.

Still, Republicans in the general elec-
tion could try to tar Wolf by asking: 

 “ I think the governor 
doesn’t want his 
fingerprints over 
Stack’s ouster 
unless absolutely 
necessary. 
THOMAS BALDINO  
POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSOR  
AT WILKES UNIVERSITY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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COVER STORY

DO WE NEED 
A LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR?
Why the state should change the way voters elect 
the No. 2 in command, but not abolish the office

 » G. TERRY MADONNA + MICHAEL YOUNG

RODNEY DANGERFIELD, THE LATE AMERICAN COMEDIAN BEST KNOWN FOR HIS ICONIC CATCHPHRASE 
“I don’t get no respect,” was never lieutenant governor of Pennsylvania, but he would have been right at 
home.

The lieutenant governor’s office doesn’t get much respect, either.
It’s the Rodney Dangerfield of state officialdom.
This dubious distinction has been vividly on display in recent years when lawmakers attempted to elimi-

nate the office without any public debate or even a committee hearing.
Imagine a group of U.S. senators huddling together and then voting to eliminate the vice presidency of 

the United States without public debate or discussion. That’s pretty much what happened in Pennsylvania’s 
Senate in 2014.

The semi-secret Senate maneuvering showed just how little Harrisburg politicians regard the office of 
lieutenant governor — and more to the point, how little they care or understand the office’s political, his-
torical and governmental role.

Some background: all but five states have an office of lieutenant governor.
Most give their lieutenant governors some mix of constitutional and statutory responsibility.
In Pennsylvania, the lieutenant governor legally presides over the state Senate, chairs the Board of Par-

dons and coordinates the activities of the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency.
In many administrations they receive additional responsibilities from the governor — often, significant 

responsibilities.
Probably the most powerful lieutenant governor in modern history was Ernie Kline in the 1970s. Kline handled 

labor relations in the Shapp administration and was a crucial adviser on many matters.
In the 1980s, Lt. Gov. Bill Scranton served under Dick Thornburgh, and handled the energy portfolio at a cru-

cial time in the economic transition in the state. Mark Singel, lieutenant governor in the 1990s, actually took over 
the governorship when Gov. Bob Casey was hospitalized for a double organ transplant.

Lt. Gov. Mark Schweiker became governor in 2001 when Tom Ridge left the office to accept President 
George W. Bush’s appointment as U.S. Homeland Security adviser.

Tom Corbett’s lieutenant governor, Jim Cawley, had a variety of special assignments, including heading 
the Marcellus Shale Task Force and leading the charge for liquor privatization.

In modern times, lieutenant governors have become politically prominent analogous to the increased 
status accorded to modern vice presidents.

Since the mid-1960’s, five incumbent lieutenant governors have made serious runs for governor and a 
sixth, Schweiker, could have chosen to do so. Of the five who ran, four were nominated for governor by 
their respective parties.

But the governmental and political importance of the office is only one reason for keeping it.
The office also insures an orderly succession and continuity in the executive branch in the event an 

elected governor dies, resigns, or is unable to serve. Cliché though it may be, the lieutenant governor is but 
a heartbeat away from the governorship.

Without a lieutenant governor, the replacement for an incapacitated governor would be the president 
pro tempore of the Senate.

In the past, that often would have meant a replacement governor of the opposite party. There is hardly 
a worse outcome in a democracy then voters electing a governor from one party, only to see him or her 
replaced with a governor from the other party.

Yet, this nightmare scenario is not only possible without a lieutenant governor, it is likely.
To argue that the office of lieutenant governor is important is not to argue it is also perfect. In particular, 

the office’s nominating process is deeply flawed.
Under existing law, Republican and Democratic candidates for governor and lieutenant governor are 

nominated separately, but must then run together in the general elections.
Much better would be a system that required gubernatorial nominees to name their own running mates 

— much as presidential nominees now do.
This would replace the present crazy system in which governor and lieutenant governor nominees are 

merged “shotgun wedding”-style into a party ticket only after primaries are over.
Alternately, we could simply require candidates for governor and lieutenant governor to run as a team in 

the primary, as they do now in general elections.
Either option is better than the electoral circus now used in which voters know little about the candi-

dates for lieutenant governor, and nothing at all about what those candidates might do, if events thrust 
them into the governor’s chair.

It is time to recognize that Pennsylvania’s lieutenant governorship is now a vital office — one that has 
undergone a transformation from a job once considered marginal to a job analogous to the national vice 
presidency.

So, yes, let’s change what is wrong with the way we select lieutenant governors — but polish it, not 
abolish it.

Pennsylvania needs a lieutenant governor.
It also needs elected officials in Harrisburg who understand why.

This Politically Uncorrected column originally was published in 2014. Terry Madonna is a professor of 
public affairs and director of the Franklin & Marshall College Poll at Franklin & Marshall College. Michael 
Young is managing partner of Michael Young Strategic Research. 

Ernie Kline
Served 1971-1979

Considered the most 
powerful lieutenant 
governor in modern 

history; handled 
labor relations for 
Gov. Milton Shapp 

and served as a key 
adviser.

William Scranton III
Served 1979 to 1987
Handled the energy 

portfolio for Gov. Dick 
Thornburgh during 
a crucial economic 

transition.

Mark Singel
Served 1987 to 1995

Became acting  
governor in 1993 

when Gov. Bob Casey 
was hospitalized for 

a double organ trans-
plant; Casey returned 

later that year.

Mark Schweiker
Served 1995 to 2001

Became governor 
in 2001 when Gov. 

Tom Ridge accepted 
President George W. 
Bush’s appointment 

as U.S. Homeland 
Security adviser.

Jim Cawley
Served 2011 to 2015
Gov. Tom Corbett’s 
lieutenant governor; 
headed the Marcellus 
Shale Task Force and 

led the charge for 
liquor privatization.

The
Powerful

Here’s a listing of five 
of the most powerful 
lieutenant governors 
in modern PA history.
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How can Wolf protect Pennsylvania 
workers when he couldn’t protect state 
government workers from his second in 
command?

“What is in that report could ignite a 
whole different firestorm,” said Gerow.

TIMING IS EVERYTHING

If Wolf is trying to break ties with 
Stack, or at least draw a sharper line 
between them, then getting the in-

vestigation out now — well ahead of the 
primary season — makes sense, analysts 
said.

The timing is better, for one thing.
That Wolf initiated the investiga-

tion, too, gets him out in front of any 
problems that could surface — such as 
a lawsuit against the state for allegedly 
fostering a hostile work environment. 
No one has filed one but such litigation 
is part of the banter.

“I think this is a smart move on 
Governor Wolf’s part,” said Christopher 
Borick, a political science professor 
at Muhlenberg College in Allentown. 
“There is very little downside to call-
ing for an investigation, and it certainly 
indicates willingness to put partisanship 
aside.

“Stack does not offer Wolf much in 
terms of political value,” Borick said, 
“and therefore even if the investigation 
proves damaging to Stack there is likely 
to be little fallout for Wolf.”

Nick Kotik, a former Democratic 
state House member who never em-
braced Wolf’s taxation proposals, looked 
at it differently.

“It’s not going to help Wolf in the 
Philly area. It’s like you are ‘picking on 
one of their own,’ whether that is the 
case or not,” said Kotik, of Coraopolis, 
near Pittsburgh.

“Usually these types of things are 
episodes where the executive him or 
herself is in trouble, rather than the sec-
ond (in command),” Ambar, of Lehigh 
University, said.

He explained that lieutenant gov-
ernors often are low-profile positions. 
“Almost by definition they are to be seen 
and not heard from,” he said.

Ambar said the flap might not harm 
the governor’s re-election chances in 
2018.

“Gov. Wolf won’t be particularly 
damaged by this. He doesn’t have any 
obligation to go to bat for the lieutenant 
governor,” Ambar said.

And if another lieutenant gover-
nor candidate emerges with attractive 
credentials, Kopko said, “Wolf may go 
ahead and throw him (Stack) under the 
bus.”  
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We talked to Francis in part because his organization 
opposes Gov. Tom Wolf’s proposed 50-percent cut to the 
state-funded Institutional Assistance Grant program.

Wolf’s proposed cut to the IAG program comes de-
spite his strong advocacy in the past for pre-K, second-
ary and higher education.

Francis knows the Capitol. He is a former Senate 
Republican staffer who holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Wofford College and his master’s and doctorate from the 
University of Missouri.

As president of the association, Francis represents 
the interests of Pennsylvania private colleges and uni-
versities ranging from Elizabethtown College, Franklin 
& Marshall College, Harrisburg University of Science 
and Technology, Messiah College, Dickinson College 
in Central Pennsylvania and Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity, Waynesburg University, Chatham University and 
Point Park University in Southwestern Pennsylvania to 
Swarthmore College, Villanova University, Drexel Uni-
versity, Philadelphia University and Bryn Mawr College 
in the greater Philadelphia area.

CAUCUS: For starters, can you just tell us a little bit 
about yourself and how long you’ve worked for the as-
sociation?
FRANCIS: I was a former college English teacher who 
came to Pennsylvania to work in the state Senate back in 
1986. I worked in the Senate Republican Policy and Re-
search Office for a couple years. And then I worked for 
Senator Rhoades, who was the chairman of the Educa-
tion Committee for about two and a half years.

Then I became the director of government relations 
for the association back in 1991. And I was the vice presi-
dent, finally, of the government relations shop until my 
predecessor left in 1998, and I became the president in 
1998. So I’ve been there for a long time — 25, 26 years.

CAUCUS: So over that period of time, what are the 
changes you’ve seen in the Legislature as they apply to 
private colleges and universities?
FRANCIS: Well, one thing I would say, when I started 
working at the association in 1991, we were in a reces-
sion. But Governor (Robert P.) Casey emphasized the 
importance of the PHEAA grant program during that re-
cession and he gave a 10-percent increase to the PHEAA 
grant program throughout that whole period.

Through the eight years he was in office, he provided 
a 10-percent increase. Then when Governor (Tom) 
Ridge came on, we had, as you remember maybe, we 
had really good budgets and good revenue production 
in the ’90s. He was very supportive of the PHEAA grant 
program.

There were many years in which PHEAA grants got 

even a double-digit increase, but even in the years that 
they didn’t it was typically like a 7 percent or 6 percent, 
something like that.

So the grant program was treated very well. Then 
we hit the 2001 recession, and really, the grant program 
has been somewhat treading water ever since then. It’s a 
complicated question, because PHEAA, just before the 
2008-2009 recession, started putting its own dollars, its 
own earnings, into the program.

... It was a great thing initially. We saw some real in-
creases in the amount of dollars going to students. It got 
up to about $450 million, including PHEAA’s augmen-
tation and the state appropriation. I think at the high-
water mark, it’s about $402 million.

But after that recession, PHEAA lost a lot of its earn-
ings right away, so their earnings disappeared for a cou-
ple of years and when they came back, really — and this 
gets to your answer — the Legislature and the governor, 
during very difficult times, started to rely on the PHEAA 
augmentation and replace state funding with it.

That has really been up and down a little bit, but it’s 
been a trend line now, over the last eight years. That is 
problematic when it comes to the PHEAA funding.

You can see, even with the total funds, that line graph 
shows the total funds, including the augmentation, and 
you can see it is in a downward trajectory now.
CAUCUS: And what grants or funding sources did the 
governor propose be cut by 50 percent in the budget?
FRANCIS: Yeah, the PHEAA Grant is, in the governor’s 

proposal, flat-funded for next year. Also, there’s another 
grant program that we follow, called the Ready-to-Suc-
ceed Scholarships. It’s very small. It’s only $5 million, 
but it goes to middle-income students.

There’s not enough money to support all the stu-
dents that are eligible for the program. It does have a 
merit component to it, but that is also grant-funded.

The only thing in higher ed that received a cut in the 
governor’s proposal was this Institutional Assistance 
Grant Program. And the Institutional Assistance Grant 
Program was a program that was started in 1974. In 
1974, it was really a time kind of like now. We had fiscal 
challenges for the state and for the nation. We were in a 
recession, and we had a declining demographic coming 
out of our high schools. So we saw three private colleges 
close during the 1970s. (Hershey Junior College closed 
in 1965; Alliance College closed in 1987; Villa Maria Col-
lege closed in 1989 after merging with Gannon Univer-
sity.)

... So we saw some private colleges close, and the Leg-
islature got concerned about it. These were schools in 
their districts that were closing. So they said, “Well, let’s 
see if we can help stabilize some of these institutions 
with some state funds.”

Now, they weren’t going to give us the money that 
they were giving to the publics, but what they did was 
they came up with, I think, a very ingenious idea. It’s just 
an appropriation, so they had control over the amount, 
but they gave it an appropriation.

THE INTERVIEW

BLAINE T. SHAHAN FOR THE CAUCUS

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE
Private colleges and 
universities award 49 
percent of all the degrees 
in Pennsylvania, yet 
receive only 11 percent of 
the state money allocated 
to higher education. So 
why is Wolf proposing 
more cuts?

Don L. Francis gestures 
while speaking to The 

Caucus on April 11.

 » BRAD BUMSTED + PAULA KNUDSEN

The Caucus sat down with Don L. 
Francis, president of the Associa-
tion of Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Pennsylvania, a 

post he’s held since 1998.
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THE INTERVIEW

PHEAA actually manages the program, administers 
the program. They tied it to the number of PHEAA grant 
recipients that the institutions received. So if I am a, let’s 
say, national liberal arts college that’s attracting a lot 
of out-of-state students, and you don’t have that many 
PHEAA grant recipients at your institution, you get next 
to nothing from this program.

CAUCUS: Can you give an example of that?
FRANCIS: Swarthmore would be a good example of 
that. However, if I am more of a regional institution, 
mostly serving Pennsylvanians, and had a lot of PHEAA 
grant recipients, then I’m going to get quite a bit of 
money from the program, relatively.

Our largest recipient right now would be a school 
like Drexel, Duquesne. They are pretty large institutions 
and serve a lot of Pennsylvania students, including a lot 
of PHEAA grant recipients. So those institutions are 
getting ... over $1 million. We have had that IAG program 
cut already twice.

CAUCUS: And what’s the high point for IAG grants?
FRANCIS: Its high point was a little over $42 million. 
This current year its at $25 million. It was cut, and this 
can get into the weeds a little bit, but if you remember 
the stimulus funding from the federal government?

They said you couldn’t cut your public institutions 
if you wanted to get the federal dollars, but they didn’t 
say you couldn’t cut your private institutions. We got 
whacked pretty hard back at that time.

CAUCUS: And that was which administration?
FRANCIS: That was (Gov. Ed) Rendell. And then when 
(Gov.) Tom Corbett came in, if you remember, he ended 
up cutting the publics that first year by 19 percent? Well, 
we got cut by 19 percent again. So our total has gone 
down by 39 percent since its high water mark around 
2008, I want to say.

CAUCUS: Down to 39 percent?
FRANCIS: It’s gone down 39 percent.

CAUCUS: To $25 million?
FRANCIS: To $25 million.

CAUCUS: And the governor is proposing half of that?
FRANCIS: He’s cutting it in half. He’s proposing to cut 
it in half down to a little below $13 million.

CAUCUS: What would you say to people who say, “Well, 
so what? Your private colleges, many of the colleges on 
your list, are institutions with quite wealthy alumni.”
FRANCIS: Many, but not all. They charge substantial 
tuition ... What I would say is this: Pennsylvania is the 
second-largest private-college state in the country. We 
enroll 42 percent of all the students. The national aver-
age is 19 percent. So we are way above in terms of how 
many students are in our sector. We produce 49 percent 
of all the degrees, and that’s associate through PhDs.

... So we are a major educational contributor in Penn-
sylvania. In states that don’t have private-college sectors 
like this, where 90 percent of the students or 80 percent 
of the students are going to the publics, they spend a lot 
more money on higher education than Pennsylvania 
does, because they have to. They’ve got all these stu-
dents in the public sector.

We do all of this for 11 percent of all the funding. Last 
year we got $175 million, and $150 million of it came out 
of the PHEAA program. So most of it is the money go-
ing to students so that they can go wherever they want. 
They can go to public, private or for-profit.

CAUCUS: Just to back up a minute on that. So you’re 
saying it’s $175 million here overall?
FRANCIS: Yes, with about $25 million coming from 
IAG and the rest coming from PHEAA grants.

... So, for 11 percent of the state funds, we’re giving 
you 49 percent of the degrees. So when you talk about it 
— and I know the House Republicans have been talking 
about, “We want to have some performance, we want to 
see results for our programs.” — well, I can’t think of a 
program that is really producing more results than that 
one.

And it also preserves diversity amongst institutions, 
because if we don’t have these private colleges providing 
different kinds of options ... Keep in mind, even our sec-
tor is incredibly diverse; you go from research universi-
ties, to small liberal arts colleges, to women’s colleges, 

to music or art schools, schools that are very focused 
on technology; we have two-year schools that look very 
much like community colleges. So they are very diverse, 
and that diversity helps really make the publics and the 
privates better.

We compete for students and it makes all of us better. 
So losing that would be a shame. It also really hurts — 
and this is what is particularly troubling about it — the 
only cut is to a program that’s supporting low-income 
students going to our schools.

Our schools are going to put in a lot more money 
than we get from the state institutionally to support 
those students. So those dollars help us enroll and edu-
cate.

And by the way ... we graduate students at a much 
higher rate, particularly in four years. A minority stu-
dent is more likely to graduate in four years at a private 
college than at six years in the state system.

We could see students not graduating if we don’t 
support these institutions and allow them to enroll these 
students.

CAUCUS: What’s the average cost of tuition at private 
institutions?
FRANCIS: ... Sticker price tuition for the academic year 
2014-2015 ... $33,000 ... It’s a very high sticker price, and 
of course this is going across the spectrum, from schools 
that are charging some of the highest prices in the na-
tion, to schools that charge you similar to what Penn 
State charges.

When you average it all, $33,811 — but $12,963 is 
what the average student paid who received financial 
aid.

And 83 percent of our students are on financial aid. 
So when you take out federal, state and mostly insti-
tutional grant aid, about three-quarters of the money 
comes from the institutions themselves.

When you take that out, the average student who 
receives grant aid was paying just under $13,000 — very 
comparable to a public (university).

CAUCUS: And what are the prospects for restoring 
funds in the Legislature?
FRANCIS: Well, we were very pleased to see that the 
House restored one-quarter of it in the budget that they 
passed last week. So they put $6 million back into the 
budget that they sent out. ... I was a little disappointed 
that it wasn’t all, because we think we have a really good 
program here that we can demonstrate the value of it, so 
we would hope that it’s fully restored. And I know that’s 
just the first step in the process, so I’m very hopeful that 
the final budget will have a complete restoration of these 
IAG funds, because it really just doesn’t make any sense.

The governor, to his credit, was in a very difficult 
spot. I get that. I understand that he was trying to find 
some cuts. He hired a consultant. I think this consultant 
didn’t understand the program. They certainly didn’t 
talk to us about it. I think they looked around and saw 
a few other states had programs that supported private 
colleges, and they were mostly infrastructure programs, 
so it was either for technology, equipment or capital 
buildings.

Maryland, New Jersey and New York were the three 
that were referenced in the report by the consultant, 
and he talked about how they have matching require-
ments for those programs. Well, our RCAP (Redevelop-
ment Assistance Capital Program) has matching re-
quirements and some of our schools get money and we 
match. We overmatch the money we get from the state.

But this isn’t an infrastructure program. You can’t 
match it because it is money going to you. It would be 
like asking Shippensburg to match the money they re-
ceive from the state. That doesn’t make any sense, so it 
just didn’t make any sense that they cut it, and we’re try-
ing to convince the Legislature that we need to restore 
the program.

CAUCUS: If I remember correctly, publicly funded 
universities in Pennsylvania are among the highest in 
the nation.
FRANCIS: Highest tuition?

CAUCUS: Yes. How does this compare with the public 
universities, whether it be state-related or state-owned?
FRANCIS: Well, the Northeast is the highest tuition 
area of the nation. The Northeast is the highest price 
for many, many things in the nation. Salaries are higher 
in the Northeast than they are in most of the rest of the 

country. I mean, there’s spots here and there, but by and 
large, this is a more expensive area to live. So it’s not a 
shock that tuitions are higher in this area.

I do believe that if you look at where the private col-
leges and universities are concentrated in this country, 
it’s in the Northeast. This area was settled first, and we 
had private colleges, many of them, before we ever had a 
college institution in Pennsylvania.

Most of the privates were already here by the time 
you had publics. So it’s not unusual to find that the 
prices that are charged by both the public and private 
institutions are higher in the Northeast.

They compete with one another. This is one of the 
things I try to point out to people. We have a lot of play-
ers in the marketplace in higher education, with govern-
ment, philanthropy and tuition. I mean, there’s a lot of 
different people contributing, but it’s still a marketplace, 
and they do compete with one another.

The public institutions, in my view, are able to charge 
more in Pennsylvania than they could if they were in 
Tennessee. There aren’t any in Wyoming, but if you 
were in Arizona, you couldn’t charge as much because — 
well, you could, but there’s no competition for privates 
in those states that really are going to effect you.

So as long as you keep your price point significantly 
below the privates, you’re okay. So you have a lot of pri-
vates that are charging more.

CAUCUS: Are they significantly below?
FRANCIS: In Tennessee?

CAUCUS: No, no. In Pennsylvania.
FRANCIS: Significantly below? Well, I don’t study the 
public university tuitions, but typically I think of Penn 
State as being in the neighborhood of $16,000 to $17,000 
tuition. I think that’s where Pitt is, in that vicinity, and 
our private average for sticker price, if you remember, is 
$33,000.

They provide institutional aid to their students, as 
well, so their ultimate net price is going to be very com-
parable frankly to the one that we charge ...

People can only afford to pay so much. We know 
that. So you’ve got to respond to the marketplace. If you 
follow tuition prices, you will know that the last 15 years 
has seen the slowest growth in even sticker prices.

CAUCUS: What about student loan debt?
FRANCIS: Student debt — I don’t want to cast asper-
sions on reporters, but they do tend to find, and I get it, 
an anecdotal story that really captures people’s atten-
tion. So every story about student debt is led off with 
somebody who took out over $100,000 in debt, usually 
an undergraduate student, and I don’t know how you 
find these people, but they do exist, and they’re terrible 
stories.

That makes people think that student debt is really a 
crisis situation. If you look at the actual data ... you’ll see 
that it’s really not a crisis. It is a crisis for a few people.

I’ve memorized a few of these numbers: only 4 per-
cent of all student-loan borrowers have taken on over 
$100,000 in debt. And that includes all your medical 
doctors, all your lawyers, all your PhDs — people that are 
making good salaries and pay that debt off.

As a matter of fact, U.S. Department of Education 
data shows that the people that are least likely to default 
are the people who take over $100,000 in debt.

The people that are most likely to default take out 
$5,000 or less. That’s the category where the default 
rates are the highest, and it is mostly people that — and 
again I don’t want to be picking on the for-profits — 
went to a for-profit school. They’re adults. It didn’t work 
out. They didn’t get what they were hoping to get. They 
didn’t get the job that they were hoping to get out of it 
and now they can’t pay back their loans. Those are the 
folks in the biggest trouble.

CAUCUS: Have you had any chance to talk to the gover-
nor about this and emphasize that York College would 
be affected by his proposed cuts?
FRANCIS: We have had an opportunity to talk to his 
staff people, not to the governor directly. ... He, as you 
know, has a long relationship with York College, so he 
does understand York College really well. And so I was a 
little bit surprised by this. York College receives a decent 
amount of money from the Institutional Assistance 
Grant Program and it helps them fund their student aid 
that they provide students. So I’m sure they were disap-
pointed by the proposal as well.
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CAPITOL EVENTS

8 A.M., APRIL 18 
LEGISLATIVE EDUCATION 

 AND ADVOCACY DAY 
Capitol Rotunda 

Social work students and professionals visit the Capitol for 
their annual education and advocacy day and rally. Orga-

nized by the Pennsylvania Chapter of the National Associa-
tion of Social Workers. 

 
8 A.M., APRIL 18 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC TELEVISION DAY 
Capitol Rotunda 

Pennsylvania public television stations display information 
and share work they do around the state. 

 
9 A.M., APRIL 18 

TAX FREEDOM DAY 
Capitol Rotunda 

The Pennsylvania Taxpayers Caucus holds a news confer-
ence with elected officials and advocates. 

10 A.M., APRIL 18 
NURSE PRACTITIONERS RALLY 

Capitol Rotunda 
Nurse practitioners from across the state rally in support of 

legislation that would allow them to have full 
practice authority.

10 A.M., APRIL 18
NURSE ANESTHETISTS CAPITOL DAY

Capitol Rotunda
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists hold a series of 

office visits with state House and Senate members. A table 
with be set up in the Main Rotunda to inform passers-by 

about nurse anesthetists. They will hold a news conference 
at 11 a.m. to discuss pending legislation. 

12:30 P.M., APRIL 18
TAX FREEDOM DAY RALLY

Capitol Rotunda
The Pennsylvania chapter of Americans for Prosperity holds 

a rally to mark tax freedom day.

1 P.M., APRIL 18
FAMILY CAREGIVERS EVENT

Capitol Rotunda
A news conference is held in support of family caregivers. 

1 P.M., APRIL 18
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS RALLY

Front Capitol Steps
The Women’s Law Project holds a rally in opposition to 

“dangerous, unconstitutional laws that undermine women’s 
heath in Pennsylvania.” The rally is designed to urge law-

makers not to go “back to the dark ages when women did 
not have equal access to safe and legal reproductive health-

care including abortion.”

4:30 P.M., APRIL 18 
TASTE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

East Wing Rotunda 
A reception is held for legislators, staff and guests to meet 
representatives of Pennsylvania’s agricultural communities 

and to sample some of their foods. 

5:30 P.M., APRIL 18 
MARCELLUS SHALE COALITION 

 RECEPTION 
Capitol Rotunda 

The Marcellus Shale Coalition holds a reception for mem-
bers and state legislators. 

7 A.M., APRIL 19 
PHARMACY LEGISLATIVE DAY 

East Wing Rotunda 
Student pharmacists perform screenings.

8 A.M., APRIL 19 
AVIATION AWARENESS DAY 

Capitol Rotunda 
The Aviation Council of Pennsylvania holds its annual Avia-
tion Advocacy Day. This program provides airport manag-

ers, corporate representatives, educators and other aviation 

industry representatives with the opportunity to meet with 
their legislators.

9 A.M., APRIL 19 
NATIONAL HEALTHCARE DECISIONS DAY 

Capitol Rotunda 
PinnacleHealth, community health care partners and leaders 
in the Legislature recognize National Healthcare Decisions 
Day to help people in our region and Pennsylvania under-

stand the value of advance health care planning.

10 A.M., APRIL 19 
PHARMACY LEGISLATIVE DAY 

Capitol Rotunda 
A rally and news conference are held to mark Pharmacy 

Legislative Day.

11:30 A.M., APRIL 19
MARIJUANA DECRIMINALIZATION RALLY

Capitol Rotunda
State lawmakers promote legislation that would 

decriminalize marijuana in Pennsylvania. 

8:30 A.M., APRIL 21
YMCA YOUTH WEEKEND

Capitol Complex
More than 600 teens from Pennsylvania hold a model legis-

lation weekend.

11:30 A.M., APRIL 21
RALLY FOR SCIENCE

Front Capitol Steps
SciTech High School students will speak about the im-

portance of funding and free communication to scientific 
research and scientific breakthroughs.

3 P.M., APRIL 23
STUDENT TECH SHOWCASE

East Wing Rotunda
The Pennsylvania Association for Educational Communications 
and Technology hosts a showcase of how teachers are integrat-
ing technology into K-12 classrooms across the commonwealth. 

4 P.M., APRIL 23
TRUMP’S FIRST 100 DAYS

Capitol Rotunda
A rally will be held to celebrate President Donald Trump’s 

first 100 days in the White House. Pennsylvanians will speak 
in support of the president. 

9 A.M., APRIL 24
ANTI-RAPE ADVOCACY DAY

Capitol Rotunda
The groups Pennsylvania Against Domestic Violence and Pennsyl-

vania Coalition Against Rape host their annual Advocacy Day. 

9 A.M., APRIL 24 
THE INNOCENCE PROJECT 

East Wing Rotunda 
The nonprofit legal organization committed to exonerating 
wrongly convicted people through the use of DNA testing 

holds a news conference. 

9:30 A.M., APRIL 24
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH DAY

East Wing Rotunda
Ten to 15 students display their projects. 

10 A.M., APRIL 24
BLIGHT TASK FORCE

East Wing Rotunda
Sen. David Argall holds a news conference with 

the Blight Task Force. 

11:30 A.M., APRIL 24
MOTORSPORTS MEET AND GREET

East Wing Rotunda
The Pennsylvania Motorsports Caucus hosts 

 a meet and greet event. 

NOON, APRIL 24 
EDUCATION PRIORITIES NEWS CONFERENCE

Capitol Rotunda
The Pennsylvania School Boards Association hosts school 
directors from across Pennsylvania for its annual advocacy 

forum and news conference.

12:30 P.M., APRIL 24
HUMANE SOCIETY LOBBY DAY

Front Capitol Steps
The Pennsylvania Humane Society encourages advocates 

across Pennsylvania to be a voice for animals by talking with 
their legislators about passing laws that protect animals. 

3 P.M., APRIL 24
BAYADA DAY
Ryan Building

A reception is held for legislators and their staffs. 

4:30 P.M., APRIL 24
EARLY LEARNING RECEPTION

Capitol Rotunda
The Pennsylvania Early Learning Investment Commission 

hosts a legislative reception.

5 P.M., APRIL 24 
PSATS RECEPTION 

Keystone Building Atrium 
Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors 
hosts a reception for legislators and township officials.

6 A.M., APRIL 25 
ACS CAN DAY 

Keystone Building Atrium 
ACS CAN, which stands for American Cancer Society Cancer Ac-
tion Network, holds a lobbying event in which volunteers from 

the cancer advocacy organization meet with legislators.

NOON, APRIL 25
HUMAN SERVICES RALLY

Capitol Rotunda
The Rehabilitation and Community Providers Association 

holds a rally to support health and human service providers.

9 A.M., APRIL 25 
FAMILY CENTERS LOBBY DAY 

Capitol Rotunda 
Pennsylvania family centers hold their annual lobby day in 
support of programs that promote family stability and eco-

nomic self-sufficiency. A rally is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. 

9 A.M., APRIL 25
LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON

Lieutenant governor’s balcony
The Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance hosts a legislative luncheon.

10 A.M., APRIL 25
OCCUPATION THERAPY DAY

Capitol Rotunda
A display marking Occupation Therapy Day.

10 A.M., APRIL 25
ARTS AND CULTURE DAY

Capitol Rotunda
Citizens for the Arts in Pennsylvania hosts art advocates from 
across the state who will meet with legislators to express their 

priorities for arts & culture funding in the state budget. 
 

11 A.M., APRIL 25
MEET LEBANON TRANSIT

Fountain Plaza
Lebanon Transit representatives answer questions 

 about bus service.

11:30 A.M., APRIL 25 
PHA LOBBY DAY 
Capitol Rotunda 

The Pennsylvania Homecare Association holds a news conference.

4 P.M., APRIL 25 
YWCA RECEPTION

Capitol Rotunda
The YWCA of Greater Harrisburg holds a reception for legislators. 

5 P.M., APRIL 25 
VETERINARY RECEPTION 

East Wing Rotunda 
The Pennsylvania Veterinary Medical Association holds its 

annual Friends of Veterinary Reception.

THE WEEK AHEAD
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8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
RECEPTION FOR 

 SEN. ANTHONY WILLIAMS
Harrisburg Hilton

1 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg
$500 to $2,500 a guest

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
RECEPTION FOR 

REP. GERALD MULLERY
Harrisburg Hilton

1 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg
$250 to $1,000 a guest

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
RECEPTION FOR REP. BUD COOK

Old Town Deli
512 N. 3rd St., Harrisburg

$250 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
BREAKFAST FOR 

SEN. SCOTT HUTCHINSON
Harrisburg Hilton

1 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg
$500 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
BREAKFAST FOR 

 REP. STEPHEN KINSEY
Harrisburg Hilton

1 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg
$100 to $500 a person

1 1 : 3 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
LUNCHEON FOR REP. TINA DAVIS

McGrath’s Pub
202 Locust St., Harrisburg

$100 to $250 a person

1 1 : 3 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
LUNCHEON FOR SEN. KIM WARD

Rubicon
270 North St., Harrisburg
$500 to $1,000 a person

5 : 3 0  P. M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
RECEPTION FOR REP. MARK KELLER

Rubicon
270 North St., Harrisburg
$300 to $1,000 a person

5 : 3 0  P. M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
RECEPTION FOR SEN. GENE YAW

Level 2
215 N. Second St., Harrisburg

$500 a person

6  P. M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
HOUSE REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGN 

COMMITTEE ANNUAL RECEPTION 
FOR WOMEN

The Civic Club of Harrisburg
612 N. Front St., Harrisburg
$500 to $5,000 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
RECEPTION FOR 

 REP. DAVE ZIMMERMAN
Stock’s on Second

211 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg
$250 to $500 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
BREAKFAST FOR  

REP. TEDD NESBIT
Carley’s Ristorante

204 Locust St., Harrisburg
$250 to $500 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
BREAKFAST FOR REP. DOM COSTA

Ad Lib Restaurant 
at Harrisburg Hilton
1 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg

$350 to $1,000 a person

N O O N ,  A P R I L  1 9
LUNCHEON FOR 

REP. JASON ORTITAY
Stock’s on Second

211 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg
$250 a person

5 : 3 0  P. M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
RECEPTION FOR  

REP. JUSTIN SIMMONS
The Ballroom at Saucon Valley 

Country Club
2050 Saucon Valley Road, 

Bethlehem
$250 to $2,500 a person

5 : 3 0  P. M . ,  A P R I L  2 0
RECEPTION FOR 

REP. DAVE HICKERNELL
Winters Heritage House Museum
33 East High St., Elizabethtown

$500 to $2,000 a person

A P R I L  2 1
SPRING GETAWAY WITH 
 U.S. REP. PAT MEEHAN

Ritz Carlton
1111 Ritz Carlton Drive, Sarasota, 

Florida
$1,500 a person, $2,000 a PAC

1 1 : 3 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 4
LUNCHEON FOR REP. SETH GROVE

McGrath’s Pub
202 Locust St., Harrisburg
$300 to $500 a person

5 : 3 0  P. M . ,  A P R I L  2 4
RECEPTION FOR REP. JEFF PYLE

Firehouse Restaurant
606 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg
$300 to $1,000 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 5
BREAKFAST FOR 

 SEN. STEWART GREENLEAF
Harrisburg Hilton

1 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg
$500 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 5
BREAKFAST FOR 

 REP. MICHAEL CORR
Old Town Deli

512 N. 3rd St., Harrisburg
$250 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 5
BREAKFAST FOR REP. BILL KORTZ

Locust Court Building
212 Locust St., Harrisburg
$250 to $2,000 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 5
BREAKFAST FOR REP. MIKE PEIFER

Harrisburg Hilton
1 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg

$300 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 5
BREAKFAST FOR 

 REP. MARCIA HAHN
Carley’s Ristorante

204 Locust St., Harrisburg

$300 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 5
BREAKFAST FOR 

REP. STEVE MENTZER
Stock’s on Second

211 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg

$250 to $500 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 5
BREAKFAST FOR SEN. JOHN BLAKE

Mangia Qui

272 North St., Harrisburg

$500 to $1,000 a person

1 1 : 3 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 5
RECEPTION FOR 

 SEN. DAYLIN LEACH
Mangia Qui

272 North St., Harrisburg

$500 to $5,000 a person

6  P. M . ,  A P R I L  2 5
RECEPTION FOR  

SEN. SCOTT MARTIN
Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square

25 South Queen St., Lancaster

$250 to $5,000 a person

7 : 3 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 6
RECEPTION FOR 

REP. BECKY CORBIN
Stock’s on Second

211 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg

$250 to $500 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 6
RECEPTION FOR  

SEN. JAMES BREWSTER
Harrisburg Hilton

1 N. 2nd St., Harrisburg

$500 to $2,500 a person

8  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 6
BREAKFAST FOR SEN. MIKE REGAN

Carley’s Ristorante

204 Locust St., Harrisburg

$500 a person

5 : 3 0  P. M . ,  A P R I L  2 7
RECEPTION FOR SEN. PAT STEFANO

With special guest 

Sen. Joe Scarnati

Duquesne Club

325 Sixth Ave., Pittsburgh

$500 to $2,000 a person

5 : 3 0  P. M . ,  A P R I L  2 7
HISTORICAL SITE EVENT 

 WITH REP. JOHN TAYLOR
House of the Colonial Dames

1630 Latimer St., Philadelphia

$250 to $10,000 a person

FUNDRAISERS
A roundup of  receptions and other events 

to benefit re-election campaigns

THE MONEY RACE + CAPITOL DISPATCHES

HEARINGS
Here’s a look at House 
and Senate committee 

schedules this week 
C A L L  O F  C H A I R ,  A P R I L  1 8

HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
Room 140, Main Capitol

Agenda to be announced. 

C A L L  O F  T H E  C H A I R ,  A P R I L  1 8
HOUSE LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE

Room G50, Irvis Office Building
Voting meeting on HB 975 and HB 1075.

9 : 3 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
HOUSE CONSUMER AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Room B31, Main Capitol
Voting meeting followed by an informational meeting 

with Public Utilities Commission and Attorney General’s 
Office.

1 1  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Room B31, Main Capitol
Voting meeting on HB 97, HB 205, HB 399 and HB 

1022.

1 1  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 8
HOUSE INSURANCE COMMITTEE

Room 205, Ryan Office Building
Informational meeting on Air Ambulance costs and services.

8 : 4 5  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMISSION

Room 302, Irvis Office Building
Monthly business meeting.

8 : 4 5  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS & EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE
Room 60, East Wing

Informational meeting on veteran service organiza-
tions regarding Act 66.

9  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
CAPITOL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

Room 401, Main Capitol
Full committee meeting.

9 : 3 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
HOUSE AGING & OLDER ADULT SERVICES COMMITTEE

Room B31, Main Capitol
Informational Meeting on the PACE program.

9 : 3 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
HOUSE HEALTH COMMITTEE
Room G50, Irvis Office Building

Voting meeting on HB 118, HB 353, HB 713 and HB 
1043.

1 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  1 9
PENNSYLVANIA ATHLETIC OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

Room 39, East Wing
Reorganization meeting.

C A L L  O F  C H A I R ,  A P R I L  1 9
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

Room 140, Main Capitol
Agenda to be announced.

9 : 1 5  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 0
HOUSE VETERANS AFFAIRS & EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE
Room G50, Irvis Office Building

Public hearing on HB 1013, which would provides pay-
ment for ambulance services that treat but do not transport a 

patient.

1 0  A . M . ,  A P R I L  2 0
INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW COMMISSION

333 Market St., Harrisburg
14th Floor Conference Room
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THIS WEEK IN PA HISTORY
POLITICAL HISTORY

Wagner: Tear down
these Capitol portraits

REPUBLICAN SEN. SCOTT WAGNER OF YORK, FRESH OFF 
HIS unprecedented write-in victory, announced plans in 
April 2014 to introduce a resolution that would force the 
removal of portraits of state House speakers and Senate 
presidents who had been sent to prison. “Act 140 of 1978 
requires state lawmakers convicted of certain felonies 
to forfeit their pension benefit, yet we honor some of 
these same individuals with portraits in our state Capitol,” 
Wagner said at the time. Wagner said he recognized that 
the disgraced members “have played critical roles” in the 
state’s history. But he added the portraits revere them in 
such a way that represented “a line that we should not 
cross.” Wagner later supported a measure that would have 
placed plaques under the portraits of convicted lawmakers 
detailing the crimes each individual committed.

3 
Y E A R S  A G O

8 
Y E A R S  A G O

Club for Growth backs 
Specter over Toomey

PAT TOOMEY, THE EX-LEHIGH VALLEY CONGRESSMAN 
who was taking on Arlen Specter in the 2010 Republican 
U.S. Senate primary, took a hit when the founder and 
former head of Pennsylvania’s Club for Growth — whose 
national organization Toomey presided over — endorsed 
Specter. In a letter, William Parker said the veteran U.S. 
senator was “the only person who can keep that Senate 
seat in the GOP column” and that Toomey should pack 
up his campaign and go home. “Pat can’t win the general 
election — here’s why,” he continued. “His lifetime Ameri-
can Conservative Union record of 97 puts him farther to 
the right than Rick Santorum’s 88 percent lifetime rating.”

14 
Y E A R S  A G O

Legislators spar
over gambling

GOV. ED RENDELL CALLED FOR ALLOWING AS MANY AS 
3,000 slot machines at each of as many as eight racetracks 
in his 2003 budget address, and it didn’t take long for 
opponents and supports to go after one another. Republi-
can Sen. Gibson E. Armstrong of Lancaster County called 
for an 18-month moratorium on any gambling expansion 
and encouraged gambling proponents to attend Gamblers 
Anonymous meetings. “It destroys not only their lives, but 
it destroys their families, their friends, their businesses,” 
Armstrong said. Sen. Robert M. Tomlinson of Bucks County 
argued that those struggling with gambling addiction rep-
resented only “a small segment of society. ... The majority 
of the people like this, they do it safely, they do it reason-
ably.”

Excerpts of noteworthy, newsworthy and just plain odd political news

FROM LEFT  Sen. Scott Wagner, 
Sen. Pat Toomey, former Sen. Gib 

Armstrong, former Gov. Tom Ridge, 
former Gov. Raymond P. Shafer and 

former Sen. Boies Penrose

22 
Y E A R S  A G O

49 
Y E A R S  A G O

98 
Y E A R S  A G O

Ridge predicts victory
on school choice

GOV. TOM RIDGE, MEETING WITH REPORTERS AT THE 
100-day mark of his administration in 1995, predicted 
the Legislature would pass his “school choice” proposal. 
Ridge proposed giving vouchers of up to $1,000 to parents 
of modest means to use toward their children’s tuition 
at public or private schools. “We’ve laid out some basic 
principles...They (lawmakers) ought to be able to do it in 
the next couple of months,” Ridge was quoted as saying 
in April of that year. The state’s largest teachers union and 
other groups opposed the $38.5 million plan.

Pa. called ‘unfit’
for teachers

THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
described the commonwealth as being an “unfit place for 
teachers to work” in April 1968, according to a Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette report. The School Boards Association fired 
back two weeks later, in mid-April of that year, calling the 
statement unfounded. The teachers union was angered by 
the inability of the Legislature and Gov. Raymond P. Shafer 
to raise teacher salaries. It was reported that only a handful 
of the state’s 700 districts were paying teachers above the 
$4,500 minimum.

Novel idea: merit
selection of judges

IN APRIL 1919, STATE SEN. BOIES PENROSE OF PHILADEL-
phia proposed what he described as a “nonpartisan 
system” for the election of judges and municipal officials. 
Penrose, visiting the Capitol for the first time in six years, 
stated: “I am a firm believer in the non-partisan ballot as 
the means for electing judges and for municipal officers. I 
know that there are a number of Republicans and Demo-
crats in Pennsylvania who do not agree with me, but my 
theory is that it is best for local government. I would even 
extend it to boroughs, but I’m not forcing my views on 
anyone.”
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