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Inside the Obamas’ luury holiday

RICHARD Branson’s private Caribbean hideaway doesn't come cheap, but it helps when you have
friends in high places.
MORE BEST OF TRVEL NEWS »
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These are Japan's best kept secrets
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story by CAITLIN CHANDER

OVER 20 million tourists have visited
Japan in the last year.

hat’'s a big crowd to battle for the best
I selfie at the Golden Temple or Mount
Fuji. How about taking your adventure
in the Land of the Rising Sun to new
heights? We've put together some
extraordinary experiences you have to add to
your Japan bucket list

Aogashima

News

Aoiike (The Blue Pond)

ou might recognise the Aoiike scenery
from its use as wallpaper for Apple’s
MacBook Pro. While it may seem like
special effect. the pond's ethereal blue
colour is quite real. The pond was artificially
created to protect the area from erosion and
the striking blue water is a result of natural
minerais dissolving. With the surrounding
forest the whole scene 18 quite serie 10 see

The colour of the water changes from season

to season. The best time 0 see ‘.he@u
would be autumn as the first snow far t the
base of Mount Tokachi - usually early October.
As the forest leaves turn to burnt oranges and
fiery reds, the reflection of the water becomes
a striking hue
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Wackiest places to stay
in Japan

AND there were plenty more 1 chooss
from.

The number 1
destination for snow
WITH enough ski resorts to fill your
holidays for the next 10 years, Japan is
the place for snow. Butthers'sone
destination thaf's a cut above the rest.

Uncover Japan’s secrets
DONT fee! like batffing the thousandsin
Tokyo? Take your Japan trip of the
beat=n path with some of the most
unusual sites the country has 1o offer.

Tips for visiting Japan
with kids

EVERYTHING you need 1o know about
a family trip 1o Japan.
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