
Eden College takes close 
second in school quiz

DURBAN’S Eden College came a close 
second to Midland Primary and High 
School from Gauteng at the inaugu-
ral National High School Quiz, held 
yesterday at the IIE’s Varsity College 
Sandton campus.

Just one point separated the teams.  
The National High School Quiz was 

hosted in partnership with The Daily 
News, The Star, Cape Argus, Pretoria 
News and the IIE’s Varsity College.

Eight teams of four from the four 
regions faced off and had 30 seconds 
to answer each of 10 questions in 
five categories: politics, sport, current 
affairs, business, and entertainment.  

Midland High School were run-
ners-up in their regional competition, 
while Eden College came first in the 
The Daily News High School Quiz.  

A surprised Ashley Nyadongo from 
Midland said he was elated they had 
emerged as the top team.

He said they had put in lots of work 
and helped each other. 

Another team member, Daniel Gov-
ender, said the competition had been 
“a real eye-opener” for him because it 
had made him aware of events.

The team’s coach, Ebenezer Abe-
brese Danso, said his pupils’ attitudes 
had changed dramatically because of 
the competition. 

“Previously, they had to be forced 
to read but now they’re doing it volun-
tarily and even aside from this prepa-
ration they go to class and I’ll find 
them doing their work because they’ve 
cultivated the habit of constantly read-
ing,” he said. 

The team took home R20 000 for 
their school; each pupil and their 
coach pocketed R5 000; they were 
awarded trophies and medals; and 
they received an Ace IT study pack per 
student with Ace IT backpacks.

Eden College coach Debbi Duminy 
said her team learnt a lot from the 
competition. 

“On the way here, they were talk-
ing about politics and business and 
they now perhaps have an interest in 
those matters, so it’s been amazing,” 
she said. 

Eden College received R10 000 for 
their school and each team member 
and the coach received R2 500. 

Congratulating Eden College on 

their success, Daily News acting editor 
Zoubair Ayoob said he was thrilled 
with the number of entries in the 
competition and the spirit and com-
mitment displayed by the teams.

“With the continued support of the 
IIE’s Varsity College, we look forward 
to further extending the reach of the 
competition next year. 

“With poor literacy rates in the 
country, it is important for schools  
to join initiatives which promote  
reading.”

The IIE’s Varsity College Sandton 
campus principal André Lubbe said: 
“The one thing that this competition 
has done is focus the pupils’ attention 
on current affairs.”

He encouraged the pupils to con-
tinue reading newspapers daily.
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STEFAN Friedrick, Santhani Rungan, Aaron Naidu and Jaedon Naidu from Eden College in Durban, 

placed second, and Neo Nkosi, Ashley Nyadongo, Shweta Kistan and Raoul Daniel Govender from 

Midland Primary and High School in Midrand, won the National High School Quiz at the IIE’s Varsity 

College Sandton campus.  |  JACQUES NAUDE African News Agency (ANA)
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Durban Street Food Festival 2018 Day 

and Night Feast at uMhlanga Rocks Mall 

from Friday to Sunday. On Friday, the 
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under 12 free. R30 per person for early 

bird tickets. 
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‘Corporal 
punishment 

breeds violence’
Teachers believe there is a discipline vacuum in the classroom 

TWENTY years after South Africa 
banned corporal punishment in 
schools, teachers believe it has left a 
discipline vacuum in the classroom 
that has left them unable to control 
unruly children.

This and violence in schools were 
the central talking points at a round 
table discussion on corporal punish-
ment at the University of KwaZulu- 
Natal’s (UKZN) Edgewood Campus.

Ndabenhle Mdluli, a principal, said 
there was a need for a shift towards a 
focus on child discipline and exploring 
alternative punishment that does not 
involve violence.

He had been speaking during his 
presentation, titled “It is a challenge 
to rethink our present on the back of 
our history”, where he said if teach-
ers administer corporal punishment, 
they produce adults who perpetuate 
violence. “We have had 20 years to 
relook at new ways of disciplining 
children. Parents have two choices 
here: be caught with their pants down, 
or relook at new ways of parenting 
without using violence.”

Mdluli said corporal punishment 
was an integral part of schooling in 
the past and it continues to be.

“The only value of corporal pun-
ishment is that it takes us deep into 
becoming a violent society when we 
should be a caring one. We need to 
find ways to move constructively for-
ward to create a peaceful society,” he 
said.

Mdluli said while corporal punish-
ment was done away with two decades 
ago, the trouble was it was still used in 
some schools.

“We have accepted violence as a life 
blood of our society and we often fail 
to understand children’s rights in their 
own right. Teachers who administer 
corporal punishment often make it 
difficult for parents to protect their 
children from violence.”

Terrence Poovan, who has been a 
teacher for 35 years, said some teachers 
were trained long ago when corpo-
ral punishment was the norm – and  
the only method to administer dis-
cipline.

He said parents have a lack of 
involvement. In some cases, parents 
called to school to discuss their chil-
dre’s behaviour view the teachers as 
the errant party.

He said the problem was not only 
corporal punishment but also violence 
against teachers.

Poovan said research showed that 
one in four teachers was afraid of  
violence in schools. It had also found 

that 25% of teachers in secondary 
schools face violence and this included 
having objects thrown at them.

“We have social issues that can 
change the behaviour of pupils such as 
divorce, abuse, dysfunctional families, 
amongst others.”

He said pupils had lost respect for 
adults and authority figures.

Speaking to the Daily News yes-
terday Allen Thompson, president of 
the National Teachers’ Union, said 
the union had prepared a document 
that looked at alternative methods to 
corporal punishment. This document 
would be made publicly available to 
teachers and the government.

“We have consulted with teach-
ers and pupils in conducting research  
into alternatives. 

“We encourage our members to 
under no circumstances administer 
corporal punishment; it is illegal,”  
he said.
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MAKING presentations yesterday at UKZN’s Edgewood Campus during round table discussions on 

corporal punishment were, from left, parent Ayanda Khala-Phiri, principal Ndabenhle Mdluli, and 

deputy principal Terrence Poovan.  |  ANELISA KUBHEKA


