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KNOW THE STARS
Michelle Harrison | Good Samaritan to 
differently-abled abandoned kids

Moushree Bashishtha | This visually 
impaired woman has crossed several 
educational milestones

Ratnaboli Roy | Works with people with 
psychological disabilities

Monica Liu | Restaurateur

Jeeja Ghosh | Disability activist

Tumpa Adhikari | Daughter of a sex worker 
who runs an NGO for destitute girls

Shahina Javed | Social crusader who has 
formed a girls’ football team 

Falguni Nevatia | Has set up rural 
healthcare clinics 

Shimanti Das | Helps 115 kids, mostly fi rst-
generation learners

Suman Kumari | Boxer

Ayesha Noor | Trains girls in self-defence 

Mehuli Ghosh | Won medals in 
Commonwealth Games and Youth 
Olympics

Manasi Mridha | Pink-cab driver

Lipika Biswas | Cycling enthusiast

Tiasa Adhya | Fishing cat 
conservationist

It is a privilege for my students to perform at the 
Times Women Heroes, a noble initiative by The 

Times of India. I always try to portray the heroic stories 
of women from the vedic age to the contemporary 
period through my choreography. I hope my art form 

can portray the power of a woman 
Avirup Sengupta | FOUNDER, NGO PRAYAS

It was a privilege to be a part of such an inspiring 
event. We salute these women who have been 

felicitated by The Times of India for their contribution to 
society in spite of their humble backgrounds 

Rachna Prasad | PRESIDENT, MILLENNIUM MAMS

I feel humbled to be a part of this event and 
honoured to be amongst these heroes. I urge The 

Times of India to continue this campaign and bring out 
the real stories of ‘women heroes’ around us 

Sharbari Dutta | FASHION DESIGNER

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

O
rdinary women have done extraordi-
nary things to challenge stereotypes, 
fi ght odds and take patriarchy head-on 
in their quest to carve out a niche for 
themselves and bring about a change 
in society. On Sunday, The Times of  
India honoured 15 “Times Women He-

roes” from all walks of  life and uncovered their inspiring 
stories of  trials, hope and success in a glittering ceremony 
at Swabhumi.

More than 500 people assembled at the EM Bypass venue, 
not only to applaud their achievements but also to  draw in-
spiration from their lives.

The stories of  these women’s unwavering faith in their 
abilities, resistance to every problem that came their way and 
their quest to help others were documented in a series of  sto-
ries in TOI over the past few weeks. On Sunday, these women 
heroes headed to the dais while short audio-visual presenta-
tions on their lives played in the backdrop. There were many 
emotional moments when the audience got to hear stories of  
extraordinary grit from the heroes themselves. When some 
of  them broke down while narrating their stories, the hall 
broke into deafening applause to support them.

The stories were so inspiring that readers, keen to join 
the heroes and extend a helping hand, turned up at the venue 
to applaud them in their moment of  glory. A volunteer pro-
gramme was developed to support the women heroes for 
causes like education and healthcare for underprivileged 
kids, giving a new life to abandoned children and  support 
groups to stop child marriage among others. 

The Times Women Heroes were honoured by eight wom-
en achievers who have made 
a place for themselves in the 
fi elds of  theatre, cinema, 
academia, style and fashion, 
fi ne art, performance art and 
sports. The guests included 
dancer and actor Tanushree 
Shankar, actor Arpita Chat-
terjee, actor and theatre per-
sonality Sohini Sen-
gupta, social activist 
Alokananda Roy, de-
signer Sharbari Dat-
ta, former India na-
tional swimming champion 
Bula Chowdhury, fashion designer Agnimitra Paul, and psy-
chotherapist and counsellor Minu Budhia.

“We are actors and are in the business of  beauty and style. 
People are mesmerised by how we look and conduct our-
selves. But the 15 extraordinary women here have redefi ned 
what beauty is. I am awed and feel proud to be present among 
these bravehearts,” said Chatterjee.

“Women fi ght every day, they lose their battles every day 
and get back on their feet to fi ght every day. I salute that spir-
it,” said Sengupta.

Times Women Heroes Kolkata was empowered by Senco 
Gold and Diamonds. “It feels great to be associated with the 
‘Times Women Heroes’ and I must say these women are the 
real-life diamonds of  our city,” said Nita Mukhopadhay of  
Senco Gold and Diamonds.

City salutes women trendsetters

(Top) The 15 winners of Times Women Heroes pose for a group shot; (above) celebrities 
(from left to right) Agnimitra Paul, Minu Budhia, Arpita Chatterjee, Sohini Sengupta, 
Bula Chowdhury, Tanushree Shankar and Alokananda Roy were present at the event. 
Sharbari Dutta arrived at the venue a little later

(From top) Monica Liu consoles Manasi Mridha as she breaks 
down after receiving her award; Suman Kumari shows some of 
her moves to Alokananda Roy; the winners celebrate with cake; 
a dance performance at the event at Swabhumi; members of 
the audience capture a moment in cameras 
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Kolkata: She has faced her
toughest challenges outside
the ring, but the only way she
ever responded to them is by
buckling up and taking them
head on. After all, karate has
only taught Ayesha Noor, 22, a

Black Belt
Trains Kids In
Martial Arts

Girl fights her way through
dad’s death, illness, poverty

Zeeshan.Jawed
@timesgroup.com

PACKING A PUNCH
Pic: Basabdatta Sarkar

Kidderpore slum. The young-
est of four sisters, Suman lives
with her parents in a one-room
shack. Most of her father’s sav-

ings has been spent on marry-
ing off her sisters and her moth-
er Dulari Devi works as a do-

determination and love for the
sport, the daughter of a former
tram conductor would have

“She was barely 12 when she
took up boxing. We were taken
aback as to why a girl wanted to

couraged her. But we soon un-
derstood what it meant to her
and realised we couldn’t cut her

dan Lal Mallick.
The pugilist has won a se-

ries of state- and national-level

junior and senior champion-
ships. But she decided to bid
adieu to amateur boxing after a
national championship in 2016. 

“There is a lot of politics in
the boxing federations where
talent alone cannot draw atten-
tion. This happened with Su-
man too. But I am happy that
she has turned pro. She is like
my younger sister,” said Bish-
nu Bahadur Chhetri, who has
been Suman’s trainer, motiva-
tor and guide. 

Her break into pro-boxing
came in 2017 when the Super
Boxing League was launched in
Delhi. Amjad Khan, who runs
Amjad Khan Boxing Founda-
tion, in the national capital,
spotted Suman and introduced
her to the league. “There are ve-
ry few women pro-boxers in In-
dia. I saw talent and a bright fu-

Fighting in the 54kg ban-
tamweight category, Suman
has created a niche for herself
in pro-boxing in the last two
years. This time, it is Delhi-
based Hope and Glory Boxing
that has roped her in for the
event in China.

In order to support her fam-
ily, Suman teaches boxing to
children in a club in Naktala
and goes door to door to find em-
ployment as a fitness trainer.
She also works as a contractual
group D worker in the agricul-
ture department. In the midst of
all this, she still makes time for
regular practice. 

“Pro-boxing has not
brought me much money so far.
But boxing is my passion and if
I follow it I believe fame and
money will come and some day
I will be able to gift a decent life

This gritty girl has hooked, jabbed & punched her way into the global ring
Suman Kumari,
22 years old
➤ Started boxing 
at 12 years old

➤ Has won several 
championships
at the state and 
national
levels

➤ Quit
amateur
boxing in 2016

➤ Entered 
professional 
boxing in 2017

Pro-boxing 
has not 
brought me 

much money so far. 
But boxing is my 

passion and if I 
follow it, I 
believe fame 
and money 
will come and 
some day I 

will be able to gift 
a decent life to my 
parents

MAKING HER MARK

Suman Kumari teaches kids how to throw a punch

To nominate your woman
hero, log on to www.
timeswomenheroes.com

Kolkata:When Vijender Singh
announced he was becoming a
professional boxer in 2015, it
hogged the headlines because
of the credentials he had estab-
lished in amateur boxing. Back
home in Kolkata, however,
when this 22-year-old woman
slipped into the pro-boxing
ring, there was no noise.
But now, her grit and pas-
sion for the ring will take
Suman Kumari to China
for an international competi-
tion next week.

“This will be my first inter-
national exposure in profes-
sional boxing. I am excited and
will try my best to prove my
worth,” Suman told TOI.

It has not been an easy jour-

Sumati.Yengkhom
@timesgroup.com

Pics: Basabdatta Sarkar

bring Cecilia to Kolkata. “I wanted to
unite her with her biological pa-
rents,” said Harrison, who speaks
broken Bengali. 

In 2001, they went to Internatio-
nal Mission of Hope (IMH), the orga-
nization from where Cecilia was

adopted. At IMH, a
mashi surfaced. “We
were told she was
Cecilia’s biological
mother. They even
produced a twin sis-
ter, a biological fat-
her and a grandmot-
her who were pining
for her,” she recalled.

Since most adop-
ted children have a
desire to know their
roots, there was no
reason not to accept
what we were told. It
was only after Ceci-
lia overheard somet-

of them will be appearing for the Na-
tional Institute for Open Schooling
examination next year. Harrison al-
so introduced the Sweden-made To-
bii Eye Tracker, which allows com-
munication via eye movements. For
the first time in India, girls with dis-
abilities could communicate their
thoughts and needs using their eyes
on a screen. The system is used both
in class and for informal communi-
cation and is often set up by the older
girls to speak with their sisters.

In the course of running Shishur
Sevay, Harrison has even tackled ex-
tortion calls and veiled threats by re-
altors. She now spends sleepless
nights worrying about the safety of
her children. With her resources de-
pleting fast, she is also worrying abo-
ut funding the needs of her children
after her death. 

Harrison’s daughters — Heather
Volik, a lawyer, and Cecilia, a drum-
mer — have set up an organization

This doc quit her job & changed countries to care for her ‘daughters’ 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

➤ Michelle Harrison began her 
career in rural South Carolina as 
part of President Lyndon Johnson’s 
‘war on poverty’ programme, which 
included sanitation, nursing care, 
medical and dental care

➤ Her medical career, spanning 35 
years, included psychiatry, 
family medicine and OB-GYN

➤ Harrison has authored 
several books, including 
‘A Woman in Residence’, 
‘Self Help for Premenstrual 
Syndrome’ and ‘The 
Preteen’s First Book 
About Love, Sex, 
and AIDS’, as well 
as academic 
papers and 
magazine
articles. Her

op-ed pieces have appeared in ‘The 
Wall Street Journal’ and ‘The Chicago 
Sun Times’

➤ She has taught at Harvard, 
Rutgers and University of Pittsburgh

➤ She spent six years with Johnson 
& Johnson Corporate, first as 

worldwide director of medical 
affairs and then as executive 

director of Johnson & 
Johnson Institute for Children

➤ She serves as the 
secretary of the board 
of Shishur Sevay, and 

also functions as the 
government-appointed 

superintendent and 
the director reporting 

to the board. All her 
posts are unpaid Dr Michelle Harrison with her girls at Shishur Sevay

To volunteer for a 
cause, register on www.
timeswomenheroes.com/

Kolkata: Dr Michelle Harrison had
everything a career-woman can bo-
ast of. A gynaecologist-cum- psychi-
atrist, she was the worldwide execu-
tive director of John-
son & Johnson Insti-
tute for Children
and taught at lea-
ding universities
like Harvard, Rut-
gers and the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh.
She even
successful-
ly battled
cancer.
But then
she quit
everything,
sold her home in
New Jersey and ca-
me to Kolkata to be a

Krishnendu.Bandyopadhyay
@timesgroup.com

Pics: Biplab Mondal

Kolkata: If she had surrendered to the
system that rules the red-light area, she
could have, like any other girl, fallen
prey to the trade. But the little girl 
had other plans. She fought tooth and
nail with the unwritten laws to emerge
from the brothels. Her fight did not 
stop there. Now a 32-year-old, Tumpa
Adhikari’s sustained efforts have made
her the voice of the children of sex 
workers. She has made it easier for the
younger lot to say a firm ‘no’ to sexual
exploitation.

Born in Kalighat’s red-light area, no
one knows better than Adhikari about
the vulnerability that stares at children
of sex workers. While many take up the-
ir mothers’ profession, she was not the
one to follow the beaten tracks. Even as
she kept herself out of the profession,
Adhikari did not sever ties with the
area. A mother of a toddler, she now tea-
ches kids the importance of attending
schools and why they should not take up
asex worker’s profession.

“Having faced abuse by my mother’s
clients, I know how painful the experi-
ence is. That is not something I want

ung girls to create awareness on abuse.
“Forget about the kids, even their mot-
hers used to think that sexual exploita-

tion of children was nor-
mal. But today, most are
aware of their rights and
are seeking our help,” said

tion of children. For this, the Kalighat
red-light area has been divided into five
zones and each elderly woman is assig-
ned a zone. Disha now works in the Kid-
derpore red-light area as well as Adhi-
kari has been expanding her network
and various fellowships and help have

Born in brothel, this girl didn’t wait for a messiah
to end her plight. She became her own saviour

Sumati.Yengkhom@timesgroup.com

GUIDING STAR IN RED-LIGHT AREAS
Age | 32
Education
Till Higher 
Secondary

Started by
Co-founding
NGO Disha 
with 16 
others

Work
With
children 
in Kalighat 
and
Kidderpore 
red-light 
areas

(Left) Realising that even boys were vulnerable, Tumpa 
Adhikari has included boys in her group; Adhikari 
works relentlessly for kids in red-light areas but 
manages to find time for her daughter as well

Pics: Basabdatta Sarkar

miliation and the financial crisis had
forced me to drop out of school,” Adhi-
kari reminisced. By this time, a social
activists — Paromita Ba-
nerjee — had come to work
with children from the red-
light area. “Aunty told us

Kolkata: Colleges in the city
have witnessed an increase
in applications for job-orien-
ted undergraduate courses
this year as more students
want to be employable after
graduation and want to keep
themselves abreast of chal-
lenges they may face in the in-
dustry. 

Educationists said the de-
mand for such courses indi-
cates a gradual shift among
city students who would ear-

lier migrate out of Kolkata to
take up courses like sports
management, fashion and ap-
parel design, interior desig-
ning, travel and tourism ma-
nagement, hospitality mana-
gement, journalism and
mass communication, and
automobile engineering.
With several city colleges
now offering these subjects,
students are making a beeli-
ne to sign up.

“We have 40 seats in jour-
nalism and mass communi-
cation, but we have received
applications in excess of
1,500. Similarly, in BSc elec-
tronics, the applications have
far exceeded the number of
seats,” said Miraj D Shah, vi-
ce-chairman of Bhawanipur
Education Society College.
BSc electronics is a speciali-
zed course that prepares stu-
dents for the challenges in the

electronics and communica-
tion industry as it demands
good analytical and commu-
nication skills.

Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad University of Technolo-
gy, West Bengal, has introdu-
ced a plethora of such sub-
jects at the undergraduate le-
vel in its affiliated colleges,
including BSc in media scien-
ce, BSc in biotechnology, BBA
in insurance and risk mana-
gement and BSc in genetics. 

“These courses have been
designed keeping in mind
the requirements of the in-
dustry, so that the students
graduate with the ability to

cater to the demands of the
industry,” said a senior offici-
al of the university.

A three-year undergradu-
ate degree course in fashion
and apparel design, for a fee of
Rs 30,000 per year, is one of
the most sought after. “The
course allows students to bu-
ild a career in consonance
with a globalized economy
and contemporary trends.
The course curriculum in-
cludes subjects like commu-
nicative english, pattern ma-
king, fashion illustration, ac-
cessory designing and portfo-
lio presentation,” said an
official. 

According to principals of
various colleges, these cour-
ses have become popular be-
cause students want to be
employable as soon as they
graduate. “The job market is
becoming competitive and
students don’t want to waste
time pursuing professional
courses after they graduate,”
said the principal of a colle-
ge. 

However, many of these
specialized job-oriented co-
urses are self-financed. Since
they don’t receive any grant
from the government to run
them, colleges recover the ex-
penses by charging higher fe-
es from the students.

Students who have signed
up for these courses said they
wanted to keep in touch with
whatever is happening in the
industry. “I want to specialise
in genetics, so it doesn’t 
make sense to opt for a core
subject and then pursue 
genetics after graduation.
The curriculum is designed
in a manner which is practi-
cal and introduces students
to the requirement of the in-
dustry,” said Akash Pachisia,
who has applied to several
private universities. 

‘Aspirants Want To Be Industry-Ready When They Graduate’ 

Students make a beeline
for specialized UG courses 

SUBJECTS ON OFFER

Rani Birla Girls’ College | 3-yr 
degree course in fashion and 
apparel design

Bhawanipur Education 
Society College | BSc in 
electronics, BA in journalism 
and mass communication

Affiliated colleges 
of Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad University of 

Technology | BSc in media 
science, BSc in genetics, BSc 
in biotechnology

Sister Nivedita University
BBA in digital marketing

NSHM College | BBA in sports 
management

Amity University | BA in 
tourism administration  

Bhawanipur Education Society College is offering several 
job-oriented courses for students who want to be industry-
ready when they graduate

Zeeshan.Jawed
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: A team of Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
(KMC) water supply depart-
ment engineers and labou-
rers is all geared up to shift a
3ft underground water pipe
for the piling work needed to
reconstruct the Majerhat
bridge. 

After repeated requests
to the civic headquarters
from the state PWD, the imp-
lementing agency for the
bridge reconstruction, the
water supply department
had decided to partially
shut down Garden Reach
water treatment plant for
the shifting work. 

A senior official in the
water supply department on
Monday said that shifting
the pipeline is a challenging
task for the civic team,
which needs to go 8ft-10ft un-
derground to cut a portion
of the existing pipe and then
attach it with a new pipe. 

Besides, the KMC engi-
neers will also have to face
another challenge — dewa-
tering the pipe before shif-
ting it. A KMC engineer said
that even if the Garden Re-
ach plant is partially shut
down on Wednesday mor-
ning after supplying water
to large parts of south Kol-
kata, it will not be easy for
them to empty out the huge
volume of residual water
from the main pipe. 

“We need to dewater the
main pipe in several places
from Garden Reach to Tara-
tala and ensure that the resi-
dual water does not stagnate
at Taratala. If we can ensure
this, half of the work will be
done,” said a water supply
department official.

A civic official said that

the KMC team will have to
do the work on a war-footing
since the water supply de-
partment has a 20-hour de-
adline to resume supply. 

“Our team will be ready
from early morning. Once
the Garden Reach plant is
shut down and the process of
dewatering the pipe gets
over, our skilled workers
will go underground, cut a
large portion of the pipe,
shift it 40ft to the right and
attach it to a new pipe. Since

the work needs to be done
without wasting time, every
minute counts,” added the
official.

The civic water supply
department officials will
start digging a well from 
Tuesday for its workers to
reach to the main pipe and
shift it on Wednesday. 

“We have formed a team
of 50 engineers and workers
to carry out the job,” said a
senior official of the civic
body. 

Water pipe shift throws up
challenge for civic body

Saikat.Ray@timesgroup.com

S KOL SUPPLY TO BE HIT

Why is the task 
challenging?

The KMC engineers and 
skilled labourers need to go 
eight or 10ft underground 
to cut a portion of the water 
pipe and attach it with a 
new pipe

Length of the pipe to 
be cut | 150ft

The new pipe is made of
Mild steel

Areas to go dry 

Kidderpore, Ekbalpore, 
Alipore, New Alipore, 
Chetla, Kalighat, 
Bhowanipore (parts), 
Tollygunge, Ranikuthi, 
Golf Green, Jodhpur Park, 

Dhakuria, Jadavpur, 
Baghajatin

Areas to stay unaffected 
North, central and parts of 
south Kolkata, including 
Garden Reach, Behala, 
Ballygunge, Sarat Bose 
Road, Kasba and adjacent 
areas off EM Bypass

The task 
Shifting of a 3ft
diameter main 
water  pipe

Date | June 12

Time | 10am

Water supply 
to resume
6.30am,
June 13

The site where the KMC team will have to 
shift a water pipe to facilitate the 
reconstruction of Majerhat bridge

Pics Sajal Mukherjee, Krishna Roy & Amit Moulick; design: Dipankar Chanda 

Kolkata's colleges still lose
a lot of ‘home’ students to

other cities, especially in the
new-age subjects. This brain
drain needs to be stemmed.
Focusing more on faculty
strength and making students
aware of what is available
closer home may help.

Times View

“It is still unclear how the fi-
re broke out. The residents pa-
nicked and rushed out of the bu-
ilding to take shelter in their ne-
ighbour’s homes. The fire was
brought under control within
an hour, but it had gutted the of-
fice by then. None of the resi-
dents were, however, injured,”
said a senior officer of Bidhan-
nagar Commissionerate.

Police said they have also as-
ked the building owner and the
car rental firm operator to visit
the police station with relevant
documents by Tuesday. 

“We will check the docu-
ments to find if the firm had the
necessary fire safety clearance
and mandatory fire safety ar-
rangements at the office,” the
officer said.

Fire guts
ground-floor

office in
Salt Lake
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

The gutted office at CB Block

Biplab Mondal 

M
ayukh Sengup

ta

Kolkata: Residents of the upp-
er floors of a three-storey buil-
ding in Salt Lake had to rush out
of their homes in the middle of 
the night early on Monday
when a fire broke out in the gro-
und-floor office. 

The incident was reported
from Salt Lake’s CB Block aro-
und 2am. While two families
stay on the upper floors, the gro-
und floor is occupied by a self-
driven car rental firm. The fire
ravaged the office, gutting it be-
fore three fire tenders managed
to bring the blaze under control.
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