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“ Women’s footy is the new   frontier and the Herald Sun   footy team is enormously
excited about the new competition.   It’s no longer the blokes’ world   and we are witnessing the   unearthing of the new female
Juddy, Bazza or Bontempelli.”
 
MARK ROBINSON
Herald Sun chief football writer



HISTORY MAKING 
The season was launched with high-impact  

- with the support of Priceline and Victoria Police,  
Herald Sun published a dedicated 16-page lift out. 
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AFLW — THE EYES HAVE IT
R EVOLUTION ... maybe. Evolution ...

naturally. A wonderful opportunity for
thousands of women and young girls to

play the game they love ... absolutely.
There was a photograph taken at training

recently — I think it was at the Bulldogs — and there 

was a young girl, maybe seven years old, getting an 

autograph, and the magic in her eyes and beaming smile 

was very real.This young girl was meeting her hero, her idol, and

that’s what women’s football has already captured and 

cultivated.
The young girl doesn’t know that 20 years ago, girls

aged 13 were told they couldn’t play competitive footy 

any more, when footy had a type of sporting segregation.

And now? If you want to and you’re good enough, 

you can play in a national competition.
How can you not be intrigued and little excited about

the launch of AFL Women’s footy?
There is a horde of grouchy men and some women

— stubborn old ones and dismissive young ones — who 

don’t really care that dreams are being realised.

To you guys, apply your negativity to something else

— you’re not welcome.The rest of us are galvanised by the AFL’s decision to

open its doors to a whole group of people — people who 

love playing the sport as much as the men.
Really, if football makes a whole bunch of people 

happy and competitive and there’s a surge in self 

discovery and development in a team environment, then 

why should there be a level of disdain?
A Twitter poll on Monday had close to 5500 

responses to the question: How interested are you in 

women’s football?1. What’s women’s footy? — 22 per cent.
2. I might watch a game — 52 per cent.
3. Can’t wait — 26 per cent.
Thankfully, it was mostly in the positive.
I liked Grant Thomas’ thoughts on women’s footy. 

Thommo, a former AFL coach, can be grouchy with

the best of them, but his offering was spot on. 

“Watch out how entertaining Women’s League will

be,” he wrote. “Utterly uninhibited. Devoid of 

debilitating tactics & strategy. No coaching 

suppression.”

Of course, people will soon realise women’s footy is

not the same sport as men’s footy.
We know the women won’t be as good as the men. 

We know the skills are a work in progress. We know 

horrendous errors will be made.
But we also know the women will attack the 

opposition player and contest with every bit the passion 

and desire of the men.Yes, some teams will fall away in performance 

because the talent pool needs to grow.
But just you wait as more and more girls turn to footy.

They will be given first-class training facilities, more

skills sessions and greater professionalism for sharper 

development.Already there are well-known names such as Daisy

Pearce, Katie Brennan (the new KB), Moana Hope, 

Chelsea Randall, Tayla Harris, Sabrina Frederick-Traub, 

Lauren Arnell, Brianna Davey and Mel Hickey.

Across the South Australian border, Erin Phillips is

one of the stories of the league. She’s an Opal, a WNBA 

star — it’s like getting Andrew Bogut back to play AFL.

If you don’t know their names now, you soon will. 

And more names will join the list this year. And next

year and for years after that.The competition of eight teams — Collingwood, 

Carlton, Melbourne, Western Bulldogs, Fremantle, 

Greater Western Sydney, Brisbane Lions, Adelaide — 

starts on Friday night with the historic match between 

the Magpies and the Blues.A crowd of 10,000-plus is expected.
It will be the first step for women’s footy on the 

national stage and, in all probability, in 20 years’ time 

we’ll probably look back at these humble beginnings and 

marvel at the advancements made.
Still, it is a beginning.And that itself makes it exciting.

I’ll see you there on Friday.
mark.robinson@news.com.au

MARK ROBINSON

CHIEF FOOTBALL WRITER

Fans will vote with their feet when the Blues 

take on the Magpies on Friday, but already the 

community has embraced AFL Women’s footy

When it comes to choosing a rewarding new career, it’s not just about who you are, 

but who you’ll be. When you join Victoria Police, you’ll have all the training and 

support you need to be proud of who you are and what you can achieve in your 

community and with your career.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
ROUND 1

CARLTON v COLLINGWOOD IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Ikon Park, 7.45pmSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4ADELAIDE v GWS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Thebarton Oval, 5.05pmW BULLDOGS v FREMANTLE IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Whitten Oval, 7.35pmSUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5MELBOURNE v BRISBANE LIONS  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Casey Fields, 5.05pm FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10
ROUND 2

W BULLDOGS v ADELAIDE  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Whitten Oval, 7.35pm SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11CARLTON v GWS  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Ikon Park, 5.05pm COLLINGWOOD v MELBOURNE  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Olympic Park Oval, 7.35pm SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12FREMANTLE v BRISBANE LIONS  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Fremantle Oval, 7.05pm SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18
ROUND 3

GWS v FREMANTLE  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Blacktown International Sportspark, 12.05pm 

BRISBANE LIONS v COLLINGWOOD IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

South Pine Sports Complex, 4.35pm 
W BULLDOGS v MELBOURNE**  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Whitten Oval, 7.35pm SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19ADELAIDE v CARLTON  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Thebarton Oval, 12.05pmSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
ROUND 4

MELBOURNE v CARLTON* IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Casey Fields, 11.35am BRISBANE LIONS v GWS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

South Pine Sports Complex, 4.35pm 
WESTERN BULLDOGS v COLLINGWOOD IIIIIIIIIIIII

Whitten Oval, 7.10pm SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26FREMANTLE v ADELAIDE IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Fremantle Oval, 7.05pm FRIDAY, MARCH 3
ROUND 5

GWS v MELBOURNE* IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Blacktown International Sportspark, 5.05pm 

SATURDAY, MARCH 4CARLTON v W BULLDOGS* IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Ikon Park, 11.35am FREMANTLE v COLLINGWOOD* IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Rushton Park, Mandurah, 1.35pm 
ADELAIDE v BRISBANE LIONS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Norwood Oval, 7.10pm FRIDAY, MARCH 10
ROUND 6

FREMANTLE v CARLTON* IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Subiaco, 6.05pm SATURDAY, MARCH 11BRISBANE LIONS v W BULLDOGS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

South Pine Sports Complex, 11.05am 
ADELAIDE v MELBOURNE IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

TIO Stadium, Darwin, 7.10pmSUNDAY, MARCH 12COLLINGWOOD v GWS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Olympic Park Oval, 11.05am SATURDAY, MARCH 18
ROUND 7

MELBOURNE v FREMANTLE IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Casey Fields, 4.35pm GWS v WESTERN BULLDOGS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Manuka Oval, Canberra, 7.10pm
SUNDAY, MARCH 19COLLINGWOOD v ADELAIDE  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Olympic Park Oval, 1.35pm CARLTON v BRISBANE LIONS IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Ikon Park, 3.35pm SATURDAY, MARCH 25 GRAND FINAL
Afternoon game, location TBC

THE FIXTURE

W HEN I was a young girl I had two
obsessions: the Hawthorn Football Club

and Dermott Brereton. I knew every
Hawk player, his number and the brand

of boots he wore. My bedroom walls

were covered with newspaper stories, particularly 

those featuring Dermott.I was lucky I was born in the 1980s because we 

dominated. My first real memory was the ’89 Grand 

Final. I couldn’t go because Dad (journalist Mike 

Sheahan) was working. Dad gave me the next best 

thing — a letter from Derm, who said he would kick 

the first goal in the Granny for me. And he did!

I always believed it really was for me. Ignorance is

bliss.
Dad and Dermott weren’t best buddies back then.

Dad wrote a few things that caused a stir. People say 

you don’t want to meet your idols because you will be 

disappointed, but that was never the case with 

Dermott. He always had time for me and made me 

feel like the most important person in the world. 

It’s those early experiences that make you love the 

game.
Dad and I spent a lot of time together while I was

growing up and his love of football clearly rubbed off 

on me. I wasn’t your typical daddy’s little girl. I was 

more like daddy’s little boy.My brothers and sister called me “The Shadow’’;

they said I followed him everywhere. 
I had a boy’s haircut and played all my sport with

the boys. My oldest brother Tony was great mates 

with Jason Cripps (St Kilda) and Justin Murphy 

(Carlton). They would spend day after day at 

our house after school.They called me “Kenny” and one day my brother

asked why. Murph responded: “Because that’s his 

name, isn’t it?”I didn’t care what they called me if it 

meant I could play footy with them. 
Our great family friends were the 

Powers, including the boys, Ben, 
Luke and Sam. Luke and Sam 
played at AFL level — Luke 
in three flags with the Brisbane Lions. Every summer when we were kids, 

we would train at the Sorrento oval, honing our
skills. It never occurred to me that only their dreams would come true, that only they would play league footy.When I was 13, the Powers invited me down to their local club, the Balwyn Tigers.My mum was totally against the idea of me playing. She 

said it wasn’t ladylike and that I would get hurt. I had 

to find my own way to training and matches, wash 

my own gear and secure my own footy boots, which I 

won by entering a footy quiz on 3AW.
Nothing was going to stop me playing. 

In 1995 I played in the Balwyn under-13 

premiership side at centre half-forward. It was the 

greatest achievement of my life.
Then my dreams came crashing down. I could no

longer play with the boys and certainly couldn’t go 

on to play AFL. I was shattered. I felt cheated. I was 

always just as good as the boys, but there was simply 

no pathway.It didn’t stop me loving the game, it just stopped

me playing. I was still just as obsessed. During high 

school I would spend my holidays in winter in 

Brisbane, staying with Lions chief executive Andrew 

Ireland, a friend of my dad. I would hang out at the 

club during the day. They gave me the job of kicking 

with the injured players, including Andy Gowers and 

Jarrod Molloy.They knew I played tennis, so one day Chris Scott

and I had a hit. It was my first taste of sledging. I had 

Jason Akermanis standing behind the fence giving it 

to me, telling me I was going to miss, that my old man

was an idiot. I won the match; Chris took me out for 

lunch. 
When I was 18 I was asked to play in an exhibition

football match at Toorak Park. It was halftime of a 

game between Old Xavs and Uni Blues. In the crowd 

was a young man who would go on to run the 

AFL — Gallon McLachlan. He still remembers

watching me collect the ball at a centre bounce,

run inside the forward 50 and slot the goal. I
don’t think he had ever seen a girl play.

All he knew was that I was “Sheahan’s
daughter”.

At the start of last year, playing
footy at AFL level still remained
the impossible dream. I thought
being 34, with 12 orthopedic
surgeries behind me and with a
five-year-old son, footy was
hardly an option.Out of nowhere, Gill sent
me a text. It simply said, “Have

you thought about playing in
the new women’s league?”Instantly all those emotions

of excitement and elation came
flooding back. Finally, after all

those years, there was a chance
I could live my dream. I can’t wait.

First goal isfor DermieIt’s been
a long

road to
the top
for this
former

Balwyn
U-13s

star

KATE SHEAHAN

COLLINGWOOD FORWARD

FIXTURE NOTES*Curtain-raiser to AFL pre-season match;ticket required.**Follows Western Bulldogsv Melbourne AFLpre-season game;free entry.All other games, free entry.
FIRST AMONGEQUALS:COVER: AFL Women’sstars Katie Brennan(Western Bulldogs),Darcy Vescio(Carlton), Moana Hope(Collingwood) andDaisy Pearce(Melbourne) are in thevanguard of footy’sfemale revolution.Picture:WAYNE LUDBEY

RIGHT:Kate Sheahan with herunder-13 premiershipmedallion — andfather Mike.OPPOSITE PAGE:Blue Breann Moodywins a tap againstDemon Maddie Boydat Ikon Park earlier thismonth. Picture: DAVID CROSLING

When it comes to choosing a rewarding new career, it’s not just about who you are, 

but who you’ll be. When you join Victoria Police, you’ll have all the training and 

support you need to be proud of who you are and what you can achieve in your 

community and with your career.
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Bhavita Patel, who died in hospital on Monday after her family made the heartbreaking decision 

to turn off her life support, was “cherished by so many people”, brother Mitesh said last night. 
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2600 job
losses at
Toyota
ANTHONY GALLOWAY

THOUSANDS of jobs in Vic-

toria will be wiped out in Octo-

ber with Toyota confirming

the closure of its Altona plant.

The company announced

that October 3 will be the final

day of production at the fac-

tory in Melbourne’s west,

slashing 2600 jobs.

Although workers knew the

plant would close, yesterday

was the first time they were

told the official closure date.

The closure will signal the

end of car manufacturing in

Victoria after Ford shut its pro-

duction lines last year.

The plant will shut its doors

less than three weeks before

Holden closes its plant in Adel-

aide, ending the carmaking in-

dustry in Australia.

CONTINUED PAGE 8

$5.5bn
toll road
pothole
MATT JOHNSTON

THE $5.5 billion Western

Distributor is under threat be-

cause a deal to sting motorists

on CityLink for an extra dec-

ade can be overturned by State

Parliament’s upper house. 

The major new road, de-

signed to provide an alterna-

tive route between the west

and the CBD, was adopted by

Premier Daniel Andrews after

being proposed by tolling giant

Transurban. 
To help pay for the project,

the government agreed to

allow Transurban to charge

CityLink motorists until at

least 2044. But it has emerged

that changes to the toll deal

can be “revoked wholly or in

part by resolution of either

House of the Parliament”. 

CONTINUED PAGE 4
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governance review and succ-

ession plan, and if the guys at

the PA want me to stay on I

could explore that, but it’s nice

if a current player is president.”

Dangerfield and Pavlich’s

anger at the AFL during De-

cember pay talks in Torquay

led to Pavlich and McLachlan

talking on the phone.

Pavlich believed there was

enough common ground to

agree on a deal that had a fixed

percentage of money going to

the players.

That negotiation was part of

another frantic period of his

life, during which he retired,

welcomed third child William

into the world and considered

his future.

He decided Fox Footy was

the perfect next challenge.

“Having time to reflect, it’s

nice to think I played footy for

17 years and it was all I had

wanted to do for 17 years up to

being drafted,” Pavlich said.

“There were a variety of

opportunities presented. I was

having conversations with Fox

and other broadcasters, and I

think it’s a nice blend with

some business and finishing off

my MBA and some media.

“For the next two years I am

committed to business and

media. When guys exit the

game, the unknown catches

guys out, but I can’t wait to get

into it.”

jon.ralph@news.com.au

WHEN Moana Hope booted

six goals for the Western Bull-

dogs in the AFL Women’s

exhibition game in September,

she left Whitten Oval a hero. 

Melbourne defender Cecilia

McIntosh left the ground won-

dering if she had blown her

chance at the big time.

“I was embarrassed by that

game, to be honest,” McIntosh

said.
“I asked for the job on her

because I’d beaten her during

the year (in the WVFL) and on

the other occasion I’d played

on her, I played really well. 

“I did think that (game) had

cost me the draft.”

McIntosh, 37, had a long

wait on draft day, and it wasn’t

until pick No.123 that her

name was called by Colling-

wood — the team that had

named Hope as one of its two

marquee players.

Collingwood coach Wayne

Siekman was delighted to take

McIntosh, a Commonwealth

Games silver medallist in jav-

elin, and said she would add

an edge to his defence.

“We couldn’t believe that

Cecilia was still able to be

taken with our 16th pick,”

he said after the draft.

“She is a tough and physical

small defender who has com-

peted extremely well, despite

being undersized when playing

on our marquee player Moana

Hope.”
The defender feels at home

in black and white — and with

her new pal Hope.

“I actually said to her draft

day, ‘I bet you’re relieved that

we’re on the same team’ and

she said, ‘Bloody oath, I don’t

want to be playing against

you’,” McIntosh said. 

“Playing on Mo isn’t just

physically hard, it’s mentally

hard, whereas with some of the

other players it’s just a physical

contest.
“Mo can kick a goal from

anywhere and anything can

happen, so you’ve got to be on

her the whole day mentally.”

Cecilia 
almost 
lost all 
Hope

KATE SALEMME

THERE will be no 

interchange cap in the AFL 

Women’s season, with heat a 

major consideration in 

deciding the match format. 

The AFL said yesterday in

a move to “minimise the 

impact of heat on players”, 

game structure would be 

adapted accordingly. 

QUARTERS will go for 15 

minutes, with time-on only 

after goals or extended 

breaks in play. Quarters are 

expected to last 17-20 

minutes.

BREAKS will be eight 

minutes at quarter-time and 

three-quarter time and 16 

minutes at halftime. 

SIX players will be permitted 

on the bench, with no cap on 

rotations.

Clubs have been 

encouraged to ensure all 

players receive adequate rest. 

The average maximum in

Melbourne in February is 

26C, but there are options in 

case of extreme heat. 

MATTHEW Pavlich has an-

ointed Patrick Dangerfield and

Rory Sloane as the next leaders

of the powerful players’ union.

AFL Players’ Association

president Pavlich is a key play-

er in the pay deal talks with the

AFL, having twice spoken to

Gillon McLachlan after Dan-

gerfield accused the league

boss of lacking respect for

players.
The retired Fremantle

champion is likely to move into

business, as well as becoming

Fox Footy’s Perth expert for

games and panel shows.

Dangerfield showed he was

ready to fight for player rights

when he said the players want-

ed more “respect” after Mc-

Lachlan rebuffed an written

invitation to attend talks.

Now Pavlich said the Cats

flyer and Adelaide star Sloane

were ready to take up the cudg-

els for player rights if he

stepped down as president.

“Patrick Dangerfield and

Rory Sloane are board mem-

bers and young upcoming

guys,’’ he said.

“My view is they are fantas-

tic leaders in our game and

should be the next generation-

al leaders of the PA if they have

the desire to.

“Of the board from last year,

Ted Richards, Jimmy Bartel,

Will Minson, myself and Drew

Petrie are five who have retired

or are very close to it, so it’s a

significant change.

“We are going through a

Sloane, 
Danger 
perfect 

for job
JON RALPH

If the Bureau of 

Meteorology forecasts 

excessive heat with a wet 

bulb reading of 28 or higher, 

the league said it had the 

potential to alter the length 

of breaks or quarters and 

would allow clubs to have 

additional water carriers on 

the field. 

The forecast maximum for

Friday is 27C.

The season-opening match

between Carlton and 

Collingwood is scheduled to 

start at 7.45pm.

HEAT MEANS NO BENCH CAP 

LAUREN WOOD

Moana Hope

dominated Cecilia

McIntosh in

September’s

exhibition game,

despite McIntosh’s

best efforts to

collar her. Picture:

MICHAEL KLEIN

Supporters keen to learn 
about the players took the  
lift out to games.
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BRIANNA DAVEYAge: 22 Hgt: 175cmDefender/midfielder
Marquee player and hardto miss. Tall, strong andskilled. Breaks from thebackline and can moveinto the midfieldwith ease. FormerMatildas nationalsoccer goalkeeper.

KATIE LOYNESAge: 30 Hgt: 169cm Midfielder 
One of the best midfieldersbefore being struck downwith knee injuries.This is her return andif she comes up, bigthings are expectedfrom the DiamondCreek veteran.

DARCY VESCIOAge: 23 Hgt: 167cm Forward 
Second marquee.Electrifying leap andjust as dangerous onthe ground; even ifquiet can bob upwith killer effect.Best for Darebinin last year’s GF.

MADELINE KERYKAge: 21 Hgt: 169cm Midfielder
Hard-running insideplayer from MelbourneUni team who makesherself known atstoppages. Can alsomove up forward.Awkward match-upfor the opposition.Age: 25 Hgt: 179cm Ruck/forward 

Prides herself on abilityto cover the ground,as well as providingan option forward.Strong mark and burststhrough packs.

GABRIELLA POUNDAge: 22 Hgt: 166cm Forward/midfielder Top kick and exceptionaldecision-maker.Great around thegroup with herpersonality. Graduateof the Melbourne Uniteam, runner-up inthe VFL Women’sleague last season.

SARAH LASTAge: 20 Hgt: 172cm Defender 
A strong season forBendigo last year puther on the draftradar. Has played alot of netball andbasketball, whichmight explain herability to read theball well in flight.

KATE DARBYAge: 26 Hgt: 180cmDefender/forward
Natural athlete who,before the draft,hadn’t played sincemixed junior days.Seen as a key-position option ateither end of theground, with aleaning to defence.

REBECCA PRIVITELLIAge: 22 Hgt: 169cm Defender 
Product of theEastern Devils club —and she is not afraidto leave her player.Backs her judgment,with good versatilityand can be thrownaround the ground.

SARAH HOSKINGAge: 21 Hgt: 164cmMidfielder
Hails from an elitenetball background,but has developedquickly in just sixmonths. Great dash asdemonstrated in thefirst practice gameagainst Melbourne.

JESSICA HOSKINGAge: 21 Hgt: 164cmMidfielder
Same surname asNo.10, same mum anddad and same dateof birth. Recoveringfrom a knee injuryand won’t be seen thisseason, but is regardedas a player of the future.

LAUREN BRAZZALEAge: 23 Hgt: 163cmMidfielder
From the DiamondCreek club, an excitingonballer with theability to kick goals —bagged seven in a halfin one game at theAustralian UniversityGames as a youngster.

LAUREN ARNELL (C)Age: 29 Hgt: 169cm Midfielder 
Eight-time premiershipplayer with Darebin,snared by Carlton as apriority signing andpopular choice ascaptain. Six-timeAll-Australian onballerwho kicks goals.

LAURA ATTARDAge: 30 Hgt: 168cm Defender 
Strong, physical,old-style defenderfrom the DiamondCreek club who isexpected to take akey defence post.

NAT EXONAge: 24 Hgt: 162cm Midfielder  
Played in Darebin’s flaglast season afterreturning from abreak from the game.Serious runnerthrough the middleand could be asurprise packet.

BREANN MOODYAge: 19 Hgt: 180cm Ruck/key position
Came along in leaps andbounds for Cranbourne.Very competitive andmarking is anotherstrength of thedaughter of formerracehorse trainer Peter Moody.

TILLY LUCAS-RODDAge: 20 Hgt: 160cmMidfielder
Stepped up to seniorfootball with St KildaSharks with aplomband can be expectedto continue makingsteady improvement.Quick and a gooddecision maker.

BELLA AYREAge: 18 Hgt: 176cmForward
Key position player fromBendigo who takes astrong mark. Workrateand endurance haveimpressed in herlimited exposure tosenior ranks. Excitingto watch on the lead.

JESS KENNEDYAge: 26 Hgt: 165cmMidfielder
Has pace to burn.Won last year’sbest and fairest

at VictorianWomen’s FootballLeague teamBendigo Thunder.

KATE SHIERLAWAge: 27 Hgt: 186cmForward/ruck
Tallest player on thelist and effectivelyrecruited from theUK where shewas playing forWimbledon Hawksin the AFL LondonWomen’s League.

SHAE AUDLEYAge: 28 Hgt: 160cmMidfielder
Diminutive, gritty in-and-under onballer notdaunted by the size ofopponents — particularlyenjoys tackling.

ALISON BROWNAge: 19 Hgt: 179cmMidfielder
Green, but readsthe play well and ispromising with animpressive verticaljump thanks tobasketball background.Recruited as

a free agent.

ALISON DOWNIEAge: 32 Hgt: 188cm Ruck 
Dandenong RangersWNBL star whoseperformances forDiamond Valleyearned selection inVFL Women’s Team ofthe Year last season;noted for her tap work.

NATALIE PLANEAge: 20 Hgt: 168cmMidfielder
Dual-sport performerwho also played forMelbourne Renegadesin the WBBL. Highly-rated at the Blues aftermaking her namewith the oval ball atthe Seaford club.

HAYLEY TREVEANAge: 28 Hgt: 167cmForward/midfielder
Mid-sized forward fromthe Bendigo Thundertaken as a free agent.Also noted forher doggedness and

clean hands.

BIANCA JAKOBSSONAge: 23 Hgt: 174cmForward
Taken high in thedraft (pick No.3) and regarded as atop-flight forward.Smart and skilful andreads the play verywell. Hails from theCranbourne club.

DAMIEN KEEPING
Coach

At the helm of the WesternBulldogs for last year’sexhibition gameagainst Melbourneand has experienceat TAC Cup withCalder Cannons inaddition to othersenior women’scoaching roles.

DANIELLE HARDIMANAge: 22 Hgt: 175cmDefender
Hails from Cranbourneand seen by the Blues asa good user of the balland skilled reader of theplay. Coming off aninjury-hampered year.

Slated for akey-position role.
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BOLT JOLT TEEN HALE SAYS NITRO JUST USAIN PAGE 64 Wednesday first

EN GUARDE FROOME PRIMED FOR TOUR DEFENCE PAGE 70 

SPORT YELLOW IS BACK 
RICHMOND HAS ADOPTED A DEEPER BLACK AND MORE VIBRANT SASH FOR SEASON 2017

STARS ALIGNSTELLAR AFL WOMEN’S SEASON GUIDE  16-PAGE LIFTOUT INSIDE 

COACH CLOSE 
NICK‘S MENTOR FOR ANYTHING

PAGE 71

CADDY QUEST 
 New Tiger  
 strives to  
 reclaim lost  
 ground RECRUIT Josh Caddy saysRichmond can have one ofthe AFL’s most formidablemidfields this season as itpushes for a return to finals.At his third club in his sev-enth season, Caddy said hehad initially been reluctant toleave Geelong, but had madethe shock switch in part toregain a permanent midfield

berth, alongside childhoodfriend and former Gold Coastteammate Dion Prestia.And the clearance winnerhas already made a strongconnection with Tigers coachDamien Hardwick, saying:“He is very personal and closewith the players, probably

more so than other coachesI’ve had.” 
Caddy, 24, said he had notbeen satisfied playing for-ward for half of his game timelast season at Geelong andwas keen for a more perma-nent on-ball role. “You deal with it, get overit and just play, and that’swhat I did in the second half

of the season,” he said. “ButI’d be lying if I said I wasn’t alittle bit frustrated at timeswith playing a lot of timeforward last year.“I missed a couple ofweeks with injury and SamMenegola came into the sideand was playing really welland had to stay there, whichwas fair enough. 

“And Scotty Selwood star-ted playing a tagging role,which probably wasn’t meeither, but I did get frustrated,no doubt.
“I think playing in themidfield allows me to play mybest footy, and I believe I cangive a team value in themidfield.”

CONTINUED PAGE 69

JAY CLARK

SEAT O’ POWERHEPPELL TAKES POLE POSITION  PAGE 68 

Ex-Cat Josh Caddy is comfortable in his new Tiger skin, as is gun defender Alex Rance (left). Picture: 
LACHIE MILLARD

MOVE IT NOW CASE FOR TWILIGHT GRAND FINAL PAGE 68



Guys,
A quick note to thank   and congratulate you guys   on the fabulous lift out for the   start of the AFLW today.   It’s terrific, and the work   of a real partner.   Appreciate it.
 
Thanks
Gillon McLachlan, AFL CEO



MOMENTUM BUILDING 
The excitement and anticipation in the lead up.

We told the story on and off the field.
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Pies’ 
King 
ready 
to rule 

OPPONENTS of Emma King

beware.
The Collingwood ruck has

modelled her game on two of

the west’s best tap specialists. 

“I’m a combination of both

(Eagle Nic Naitanui and Freo’s

Aaron Sandilands),” King said.

“I take aspects of Sandi with

his tapwork and Nic Nat with

his athleticism. A bit of both.”

As one of the most domi-

nant rucks in the women’s

game, the Western Australian

was snapped up by the Mag-

pies as a marquee player, shift-

ing across the Nullarbor late

last year. And she has wasted

no time in becoming a “true”

Melburnian.

“I wasn’t a coffee drinker

before but now (teammate and

housemate) Ruby (Schleicher)

and I are,” King laughed.

“We’ve fitted in really well.

It’s a totally different lifestyle

to Perth. It’s nice and busy. It’s

a good change and we’re pretty

excited to be here for a couple

of months.”

Tonight’s clash with Carl-

ton at Ikon Park could attract a

crowd as high as 20,000.

King played in last year’s

stand-alone exhibition game at

Whitten Oval, which drew

6500 spectators, so tonight’s

fixture will be uncharted terri-

tory.
“(The club has) just said try

to stick to your usual weekly

routines. For me, that is defi-

nitely not thinking about the

game,” King said. “That’ll

come right before game time.

You don’t want to go in tired,

so I might just think about as-

pects of my game and focus on

the team during the week.

There’s definitely nerves.”

Teammate and Colling-

wood football operations man-

ager Meg Hutchins spent her

childhood imitating Magpies

stars.
She quit her job to pursue

women’s football.

“I’m glad I took that risk

and put myself out there. It’s

been a pretty amazing journey

thus far and I’m really looking

forward to what’s to come.

“I haven’t modelled myself

(as a player) on a particular in-

dividual, but hopefully in five

years’ time, there’s a little girl

that models herself on me.”

lauren.wood@news.com.au

LAUREN WOOD 

Collingwood’s Emma King 

(and inset) tackles 

Bulldogs Aasta O’Connor 

during last week’s 

practice match. Pictures: 

STUART WALMSLEY, 

SARAH MATRAY

ADELAIDEvGWS GIANTS
TV FOX FOOTY, 5PM RADIO N/A

$1.50
TOMORROW, 5.05PM, THEBARTON OVAL

$2.60

DEF

miD

FwD

int

S.Allan 39
T.Radan 6

S.Riley 8 A.Saundry 4 K.De Pellegrini 9
M.Collier 14

D.Varnhagen 9 A.Hatchard 33 S.Thompson 14 A.Farrugia 18
R.Tomkins 1 A.Williams 20

C.Cramey 22

E.Swanson 17

S.Perkins 28
E.Phillips 13

C.Randall 26 C.Lawton 41
B.Tully 16

J.Dal Pos 7

E.Marinoff 10
A.Foley 3

K.Gibson 2 R.Beeson 6
P.McWilliams 3 A.Schmidt 11

J.Sedunary 17 R.Metcalfe 11
R.Killian 7 K.Stanton 33 J.Barclay 34

A.Guest 19

H.Anderson 19, J.Mules 23, T.Thorn 15, M.Hollick 18

EMG A.Holmes 1, S.Armitstead 16 

N.Barr 8, E.Ross 15, E.McKinnon 23, H.Wallett 13

EMG H.Dunn 24, L.Steane 25 

CARLTONvCOLLINGWOOD

TV CHANNEL 7, 7.30PM; FOX FOOTY, 7.30PM RADIO TRIPLE M, SEN, ABC

$2

TONIGHT, 7.45PM, IKON PARK

$1.80

DEF

miD

FwD

int

L.Brazzale 12 D.Hardiman 31
S.Last 7 C.Edwards 1 M.Hutchins 25 S.Livingstone 12

S.Hosking 10 K.Gillespie-Jones 5 D.Vescio 3 S.Chiocci 17
N.Stevens 21 C.McIntosh 20

N.Plane 32

L.Tesoriero 7

B.Moody 16
A.Downie 30

M.Keryk 4 E.King 60
A.Barden 38

B.Bonnici 8

L.Attard 14
I.Ayre 22

L.Arnell 13 A.Eva 2
J.Garner 43

S.D'Arcy 4

S.Audley 26
B.Davey 1

K.Loynes 2 E.Grant 5
M.Hope 23 J.Cameron 27

N.Exon 15, T.Lucas-Rodd 18, J.Kennedy 23, A.Brown 27

EMG K.Darby 8, K.Shierlaw 25 

B.White 33, T.Morgan 26, C.Bernardi 6, S.Casey 22 

EMG P.Cula-Reid 3, M.Kuys 9 

WE HELP BUILD  

YOUR TEAM 

heraldsun.com.au

BLOG FROM 7PM  

TONIGHT 

heraldsun.com.au
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PLEASE STICK TO USING THIS VERSION FOR NOW

BEST RUCK 
BARGAINS

AFL WOMEN’S TEAMS ROUND 1
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W.BULLDOGSvFREMANTLE

TV CHANNEL 7, 7.30PM; FOX FOOTY, 7.30PM RADIO N/A

$1.70
TOMORROW NIGHT, 7.40PM, WHITTEN OVAL

$2.15

DEF

miD

FwD

int

H.Wildes 17
R.Neaves 25

H.Scott 22 B.Smith 18
T.Bresland 5

A.Sharp 1

N.Callinan 10 A.O'Connor 4
B.Hunt 21 T.Haynes 6

H.Miller 19
S.Cain 20

J.Lambert 7

K.Donnellan 15

L.Spark 11
E.Kearney 5 E.Blackburn 2 G.Houghton 27 K.Bentley 23 M.Caulfield 24

B.Lochland 1
K.Brennan 3

K.McLeod 6 C.Davidson 33 D.Hooker 17 L.Filocamo 4

K.Tyndall 8
E.Gamble 14

A.Gogos 36 E.Antonio 12
A.Lavell 7

B.Green 3

K.Lamb 27, J.Gardner 33, L.Birch 18, T.Ernst 19

EMG M.McDonald 15, C.Clarkson 24 

G.O'Sullivan 22, D.Okely 16, T.Golisano 11, A.Makur Chuot 14

EMG T.Priestly 8, B.Devlyn 26 

MELBOURNEvBRIS. LIONS
TV FOX FOOTY, 5PM RADIO N/A

$1.35

SUNDAY, 5.05PM, CASEY FIELDS
$3.25

DEF

miD

FwD

int

K.Smith 13
M.Clifford 44

C.Phillips 35 S.Virgo 5
S.Campbell 20

L.Kaslar 11

M.Downie 2
D.Pearce 6

M.Hickey 18 T.Randall 16
K.Lutkins 13

B.Koenen 3

H.Cordner 21

M.Hunt 6

L.Pearce 15
K.Paxman 4

D.Berry 7 S.Webb 4
E.Bates 1

E.Zielke 8

S.Scott 20
E.O'Dea 5

J.Grierson 19 S.Frederick-Traub 14 K.Ashmore 10 K.McCarthy 9

A.Newman 16 J.Anderson 28
L.Mithen 14 S.Law 2

T.Harris 7 J.Wuetschner 23

FROM E.Humphries 3, S.Jolly 10, L.Duryea 11, 

S.De Bortoli 23, S.Lampard 8, A.Mifsud 9 

FROM N.Wallace 24, J.Stanton 17, N.Hildebrand 22, 

S.Goodman 19, J.Ransfield 15, K.Deegan 12 

7 8 14 1 13 2 15 0
THE

VERDICT

MARCUS
BONTEMPELLI

Collingwood
4

Adelaide
15

Western Bulldogs 24

Melbourne
17

CHRIS
CAVANAGH

Carlton
8

Adelaide
16

Western Bulldogs 4

Melbourne
12

BILL
SHORTEN
Collingwood 14

Adelaide
18

Western Bulldogs 23

Melbourne
33

PATRICK
DANGERFIELD

Carlton
20

Adelaide
12

Western Bulldogs 20

Melbourne
25

BIANCA
CHATFIELD

Collingwood
3

Adelaide
7

Western Bulldogs 10

Melbourne
14

MATTHEW
LLOYD
Carlton

2

Adelaide
14

Western Bulldogs 8

Melbourne
24

MOANA
HOPE
Collingwood

Adelaide

Fremantle

Melbourne

GLENN
McFARLANE

Collingwood
1

Adelaide
15

Western Bulldogs 10

Melbourne
18

DAVID
KING
Collingwood

2

Adelaide
5

Western Bulldogs 14

Melbourne
1

DARCY
VESCIO
Carlton
Adelaide

Western Bulldogs

Melbourne

MARK 
ROBINSON

Carlton
12

Adelaide
14

Fremantle
8

Melbourne
24

ELIZA
SEWELL
Carlton

5

Adelaide
10

Western Bulldogs 2

Melbourne
8

LAUREN
WOOD
Carlton

16

Adelaide
11

Western Bulldogs 21

Melbourne
35

REBECCA
WILLIAMS

Collingwood 10

Adelaide
17

Western Bulldogs 5

Melbourne
16

MALCOLM
TURNBULL

Collingwood 21

GWS Giants
7

Western Bulldogs 18

Melbourne
15
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SUPERTIPPING

RULES OF 

ENGAGEMENT

AFL Women’s brings 

with it some significant 

rules changes

TEAMS
n 16 a side on the ground 

plus six interchange

n Unlimited rotations

QUARTERS

n 17-20 minute quarters: 

15 minutes with time-on 

after goals or injury

n Eight-minute breaks at  

quarter and three-quarter 

time; 16 minutes at halftime

BOUNCE
n No bounce; umpires  

throw the ball up at all times

BALL
n AFL Women’s ball is two 

sizes smaller than men’s ball 

and one size smaller than 

ball used in premier VFL 

Women’s competition

n Kicks carry longer with  

the smaller ball and it’s 

easier to handle

n Officially, it’s a size 4:  

short circumference 49cm 

 — 5cm shorter then men’s 

ball; long circumference 

67cm, also 5cm shorter

HEAT
n When bureau forecasts 

excessive heat (wet bulb 

reading 28 or higher):

- Length of breaks or 

quarters may be altered;

- Additional water carriers 

on field

MRP/TRIBUNAL

n No fines; reprimands  

and suspensions only

n  Dedicated match  

review panel

n AFL/AFLW tribunal  

shares same members

n Low-level offence will 

attract a reprimand; repeat 

offence automatically 

triggers ban

n Contact graded body or 

high/groin/chest

Players 

constest a

ball-up at last

week’s practice

match. The ball

won’t be bounced

during the AFL

Women’s matches.

Picture: STUART

WALMSLEYPage 60 ,61, 66, 67  
& backpage of SPORT  

COLLINGWOOD POSTER,  
Page 72 & 73 of SPORT 

Collingwood funded  
a team poster to instill  
their commitment  
to AFLW.
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COLLINGWOOD
–  BACK ROW – 

PENNY CULA-REID, 
MELISSA KUYS, JESSICA 

CAMERON, KATE SHEAHAN, 
CAITLYN EDWARDS, 

EMMA GRANT, GEORGIA 
WALKER, SOPHIE CASEY, 

BRITTANY BONNICI, 
CECILIA McINTOSH 

–  CENTRE ROW – 
TARA MORGAN, 

AMELIA BARDEN, SARAH 
D’ARCY, RUBY SCHLEICHER, 

STACEY LIVINGSTONE, 
JASMINE GARNER, 

HELEN RODEN, LAUREN 
TESORIERO, KENDRA HEIL, 

CHRISTINA BERNARDI

– FRONT ROW – 
MOANA HOPE, 

NICOLA STEVENS, 
LOU WOTTON, 
ALICIA EVA (vc), 

WAYNE SIEKMAN (coach), 
STEPHANIE CHIOCCI (c), 

EMMA KING, 
MEG HUTCHINS, 

BREE WHITE

Pi
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BECOME AN INAUGURAL COLLINGWOOD 
AFL WOMEN’S FOUNDATION MEMBER

Be part of the story from the start and show your support for the Collingwood women leading the way in our great sport.

BE A FOUNDATION MEMBER TODAY FROM ONLY $60
Call 1300 MAGPIE (1300 62 47 43) OR membership.collingwoodfc.com.au/womens

Proudly supporting the Collingwood women’s football team
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Players
 work 
at the
double

AFL Women’s players are

working up to double their

paid time in a bid to be at their

best for the debut season.

Players are paid for just

nine hours of training a week,

not including match day,

under the deal struck between

the AFL Players Association

and the AFL.

Most players are paid

$8500, priority picks get

$12,000 and the league’s 16

marquee stars command

$17,000 (plus $10,000 for am-

bassadorial duties).

But the reality is many are

spending up to 17 hours, and

others more, with extra run-

ning, gym, recovery and skills

sessions. It’s not clubs forcing

players to commit more time,

it’s the athletes’ choice.

Most players are also work-

ing full or part-time.

Western Bulldogs captain

and marquee player Katie

Brennan said the semi-

professional landscape had its

limitations.
“I’m in a really fortunate

position where I’m able to put

a little bit more time into foot-

ball and owning the (gym)

business as well I can create

my own hours,” Brennan said.

“Some girls aren’t as fortu-

nate. They have to work full-

time. We’ve got girls training

until 9 or 10pm and driving two

hours home and getting up at

5am the next day.

“For those girls it’s pretty

tough and we have to remem-

ber that when we run out on to

the field. It stops performance,

it stops recovery, all those

things. I think until we are full-

time athletes we probably

won’t be playing the best foot-

ball that we can just yet.

“We are doing more than

the nine hours, but it’s because

we want to be there and we

want to be the best footballers

we can be.
“I’m never going to leave at

9pm on the dot when I’m half-

way through my gym program.

That’s not us and it’s not us as a

club either.”

Collingwood captain Steph

Chiocci said she was happy

doing extra hours. 

“It’s just too hard to jam-

pack everything in that nine

hours, to be honest,” Chiocci

said.
“We love doing it because

we want to be the best that we

can be. But, hey, if you want to

make us professional and full-

time athletes, we’re here and

we want that to happen and

I’m sure it will in the future.”

Melbourne women’s foot-

ball boss Debbie Lee said it was

difficult to operate a “holistic”

program in nine hours.

“The expectation is on the

players to perform and pro-

duce a good product, but we’re

not really giving them the time

to allow them to do that at the

best possible level,” Lee said.

eliza.sewell@news.com.au

FOOTY’S NEW STARS PLAYING OUT

A CULTURAL REVOLUTION, PAGE 22

ELIZA SEWELL

KARA DONNELLAN

Hayley “Mills” Miller

Defender
“She played with a 

broken leg last year — a 

bit like Nat Fyfe. She’s 

very hard, runs off the 

half-back and breaks the 

lines so well.”

EMMA ZIELKE
Kate “Lutz” Lutkins

Defender
“She can be thrown 

anywhere and she hates 

being beaten. A little bit 

like Brian Lake, she’s really 

strong-bodied, really 

composed.”

STEPH CHIOCCI

Nicola “Stevo” Stevens

Defender
“She takes a lot of intercept 

marks – a lot like Easton 

Wood from the Western 

Bulldogs. It’s not about the 

flair for her – it’s just about 

getting the job done.”

LAUREN ARNELL

Bri “Breezer” Davey

Defender
“Bri Davey will perform 

across the ground. Team 

player, determined, just like 

the rest of our squad. She’s 

just good at everything 

thing does.”

AMANDA FARRUGIA

Clare “Lawto” Lawton

Defender
“Relatively inexperienced 

but she brings a lot of 

grit, a lot of courage 

and some height to the 

backline. In our trial game 

she stood out.”

DAISY PEARCE

Shelley “Scotty” Scott

Defender/forward

“There’s no one like her. 

She’s a really good athlete. 

Strong, competitive. She’s a 

dairy farmer so has got a lot 

of resilience and knows how 

to do things tough..”

KATIE BRENNAN

Ellie “Blackers” Blackburn

Midfielder
“She’s amazing at breaking 

through the lines. She’s an 

inside mid but she can also 

play very outside as well. 

She’s just a bull ... she’ll run 

all day.”

CHELSEA RANDALL

Erin “Flipper” Phillips

Midfielder
“She played footy as a junior 

up until 13 and then had 

no pathway so she went 

on to play basketball (for 

Australia). She really finds 

the goals easily.”

CAPTAINS’ PICK
Skippers name the one to 

watch at their club

SKIPPERS’ VOTE
PREMIERSHIP
3  Western Bulldogs

2  Fremantle, Carlton

1  Collingwood

B&F
3  Daisy Pearce (Melb)

2   Kara Donnellan (Frem) 

Emma Kearney (WB)

1  Chelsea Randall (Adel)

GOALKICKER
2  Moana Hope (Coll)

1   Katie Brennan (WB)  

Mel Caulfield (Frem) 

Ellyse Gamble (WB) 

Tayla Harris (BL)  

Sarah Perkins (Adel) 

Darcy Vescio (Carl)

1 yellow jersey
5 days

624 km 

105 riders

SEE AUSTRALIA’S BEST TAKE 

ON THE WORLD’S BEST 

DOWN A STREET NEAR YOU.

15 teams
Saturday, February 4, Mitchelton Wines Stage 3 - Benalla to Nagambie 

 Get roadside as the world’s best cyclists take on the Strathbogie Ranges, 

then join in the fun at the Mitchelton Winery Family Festival 

Race Start: Fawkner Drive, Benalla -10.30am

Festival Starts: Mitchelton Winery - 12.30pm

Race arrives: 2.00pm 
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Everest looms as a $10m climb too far

“The Melbourne Cup has

been the pinnacle of Austra-

lian racing for 156 years,” the

VRC’s Love said. 

“The Cup carnival attracts

crowds of over 320,000 over

four days and a global wager-

ing and TV audience.

The Everest campaign

comes three years after Sydney

launched the $20m autumn

Championships carnival, in a

bid to supplant Melbourne’s

top dog status.

Australian Turf Club chair-

man Laurie Macri said “this is

not about Sydney against Mel-

bourne. This is about playing

to Sydney’s strength”. 

But within minutes of yes-

terday’s launch, the Everest

to investors who must commit

to three years at $600,000 a

year. Slots can be traded if in-

itial investors don’t have a

horse worthy of competing.

Critics say the concept is

pitched to racing’s elite and

would be an impossible sell to

large syndicates, who race

many of our horses, including

top sprinters.

“This might result in a heap

of billionaires with runners

and some of the best sprinters

not even running because their

owners refuse to pay such a lu-

dicrous sum to compete,’’ one

Victorian official said.

Griffiths, who trains top

sprinter The Quarterback, said

he doubted the horse’s owners

could be convinced to fork out

$600,000 for a race that could

prove a poison chalice.

“Our sprinters don’t earn as

much as stayers. The Quarter-

back has earned $1.8m. Do you

really think the owners are

going to put in six hundred

grand with a risk of running

bottom half and losing most of

it?’’ he said.
Legh is a senior part-owner

of Chautauqua, the sprinter

who was beaten by The Quar-

terback in last year’s Newmar-

ket Handicap at Flemington.

“Three-year commitment?

Six hundred grand per year?

Not sure about that …’’ Legh

said.
STAKES TOO HIGH, PAGE 55

was widely panned, chiefly be-

cause it demands a $1.8m com-

mitment for a “slot’’ over three

years and a loss of $425,000 for

connections of horses who fin-

ish in the bottom half of the 12-

strong field.

The winner of the race

would receive the lion’s share

of the stake, $5.8m.

The Australian Turf Club

and Racing NSW, both frus-

trated by the lack of crowds

and international competition

at the Championships, will in-

ject $2.8m into the Everest, a

1200m sprint at Randwick on

October 14.
Twelve “slots’’ are available

FROM BACK PAGE

email scott.gullan@news.com.au 
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GOT A TIP?

Sponsors tossing 

the coin before 

matches at the 

Australian Open 

won’t happen 

again. It will be a 

“kids only” rule in 

future with Tennis 

Australia boss 

Craig Tiley 
apparently not 

happy about his 

marketing 
department’s use 

of the ritual as a 

pat on the back for 

clients. 

THE WHISPER

Lightning look at 

women’s history
AFL boss Gillon McLachlan 

declared the apparent 

overnight success of 

women’s football had been 

100 years in the making.

Historians say the first 

formal women’s football 

game was in Perth in 1915 

and it was between the shop 

girls and factory workers for 

the Foy and Gibson 

department store. 

Olive McKenna, the 

great, great aunt of West 

Coast premiership defender 

Guy McKenna, played in the 

game.
This new fad eventually

spread across the country, as 

former Herald Sun racing 

editor Brian Meldrum 

discovered this week.

Meldrum was going 

through some scrap books 

he’d been given by legendary 

sports journalist Don 

Lawrence, who worked for 

The Herald and The Age for 

40 years. 
He stumbled across an 

article from 1947 (above) 

about a women’s football 

lightning premiership as part 

of a carnival to raise food for 

Britain. 
The five-paragraph story

explained the teams playing 

were Footscray, Carlton, 

South Melbourne and St 

Kilda with the winning 

teams playing off for the 

“premiership”. 

FOX Footy will have four 

new faces this season with 

Fremantle champion 

Matthew Pavlich (below) 

the latest signing.

The former Dockers 

captain, who retired last 

year after 353 games, is 

moving into a special 

comments role.
Hawthorn premiership

full-back Brian Lake and 

former St Kilda and North 

Melbourne midfielder Nick 

Dal Santo will 

be new faces on 

the boundary 

this season. 
And Sydney

premiership 
coach Paul 
Roos is 
returning 
behind the 
micro-
phone.

Pavlich 
(pictured) will 

make his debut 

during Fox Footy’s 

coverage of the pre-season 

competition.
“I felt a lot of fulfilment

after 17 years of playing 

AFL and now I’m ready to 

pursue the next chapter of 

my career,” he said.

Meanwhile, Channel 9

has announced a new 

sports panel program, 

Sports Sunday, which will 

air at 10am.
The show will be hosted

by Emma Freedman and 

panellists will include 

Peter FitzSimons, Liz 

Ellis, Michael Slater and

Neil Breen. 
Regulars will

include John
Steffensen,

Michael
Clarke, and

David
and 
Candice
Warner.

PAVLICH PRIMED FOR 

FOX FOOTY DEBUT 

WE’RE not sure if Richmond is 

following West Ham United’s 

footsteps after the walkout of one of 

its star players.

Those fans with Brett Deledio on

the back of their guernsey will be 

forced into alterations this season. If 

they were Hammers followers, they’d 

get a bit of help from their club. 

The English Premier League club

sold star Dimitri Payet back to 

Marseille this week and offered fans a 

cut-price deal to get the French 

forward off their backs as well.

Hammers vice-chairman Karren

Brady went on Twitter to tell fans 

who’d bought a 2016-17 season top 

with Payet’s name on the back they 

could get a replacement for half price. 

All in the name 

of the game

KARA DONNELLAN

Hayley “Mills” Miller

Defender
“She played with a broken leg 

last year — a bit like Nat Fyfe. 

She’s very hard, runs off the 

half-back and breaks the lines 

so well.”
EMMA ZIELKE
Kate “Lutz” Lutkins

Defender
“She can be thrown 

anywhere and she hates 

being beaten. A little bit 

like Brian Lake, she’s really 

strong-bodied, really 

composed.”

STEPH CHIOCCI

Nicola “Stevo” Stevens

Defender
“She takes a lot of intercept 

marks — a lot like Easton 

Wood from the Western 

Bulldogs. It’s not about the 

flair for her – it’s just about 

getting the job done.”

LAUREN ARNELL

Bri “Breezer” Davey

Defender
“Bri Davey will perform 

across the ground. Team 

player, determined, just like 

the rest of our squad. She’s 

just good at everything 

thing does.”

AMANDA FARRUGIA

Clare “Lawto” Lawton

Defender
“Relatively inexperienced 

but she brings a lot of grit, 

a lot of courage and some 

height to the backline. In our 

trial game she stood out.”

DAISY PEARCE

Shelley “Scotty” Scott

Defender/forward

“There’s no one like her. 

She’s a really good athlete. 

Strong, competitive. She’s a 

dairy farmer so has got a lot 

of resilience and knows how 

to do things tough..”

KATIE BRENNAN

Ellie “Blackers” Blackburn

Midfielder
“She’s amazing at breaking 

through the lines. She’s an 

inside mid but she can also 

play very outside as well. 

She’s just a bull ... she’ll run 

all day.”

CHELSEA RANDALL

Erin “Flipper” Phillips

Midfielder
“She played footy as a junior 

up until 13 and then had 

no pathway so she went 

on to play basketball (for 

Australia). She really finds 

the goals easily.”

CAPTAINS’ PICK
Skippers name the one to 

watch at their club

SKIPPERS VOTE
PREMIERSHIP
3  Western Bulldogs

2  Fremantle, Carlton

1  Collingwood

B&F
3  Daisy Pearce (Melb)

2   Kara Donnellan (Frem), 

Emma Kearney (WB)

1  Chelsea Randall (Adel)

GOALKICKER
2  Moana Hope (Coll)

1   Katie Brennan (WB), 

Mel Caulfield (Frem), 

Ellyse Gamble (WB), 

Tayla Harris (BL),  

Sarah Perkins (Adel), 

Darcy Vescio (Carl)

TIME THE 
KEY TO 
SUCCESS

LEAGUE supremo Gillon 

McLachlan is urging patience 

with the inaugural AFL 

Women’s competition.

McLachlan launched the

historic first season — which 

begins tomorrow night — 

yesterday, and declared that 

while the competition would 

be good for business, 

“equality and aspiration” 

were the compelling reasons 

behind its inception. 

He said time would be its

greatest asset and affirmed 

that the league was all-in. 

“This group of women 

players will create their own 

game,” the chief executive 

said. “I’d like to remind 

everyone that this is year 

one. The 176 women 

making their debut this

weekend carry an 

extraordinary amount

on their shoulders, and

I’d ask that we give

them time and space to

grow into the elite 

footballers we know

they can be.

“We are here for the

long haul. Let’s back

our players in and let

them continue to grow

the game and build the

competition.

“I can guarantee that

AFLW in three years will

be vastly different to year

one, and particularly this

weekend.”
Inaugural premiership cup

ambassador Susan Alberti — 

a pioneer for women’s 

football — declared 

yesterday was “almost” as 

good as her beloved Western 

Bulldogs’ 2016 premiership 

victory, and said she wanted 

all 18 AFL clubs to have a 

women’s team competing. 

LAUREN WOOD
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On Monday I had work at
my traffic management company in the morning, I took mum to the doctor then I 

had a photo shoot for a football show I’m going to be 
on, then another with Kellogg’s because Darcy Vescio and I are their ambassadors. Then I went to training.Also this week I’ve done aphoto shoot for a magazine, filming for a morning TV show and an ad and then I 

MOANAHOPE and she’ll have the biggest smile on her face. She’s going 
to feel really special. If you see 
her eyes at that moment, you’ll 
see a sparkle.I’ve been training on the ball in all our practice matches, which is probably why everyone’s telling me I’ve 

trimmed down a lot. Down forward I’m not sure
who’ll they’ll play on me. I thought Brianna Davey might give me a go. We played 

together at St Kilda Sharks and we’re pretty close. I would 
love that, I think she’s a superstar.

I’ve been talking about women’s football for the last 
six months; I just want to go and kick the bloody ball now.Best case scenario is I play a

ripper game and we win.

menu and I just wanted chicken and vegetables so they’ve organised that.Then I’ll go to Collingwood
where we’ll get a bus to Ikon 
Park and then it’s game on.All my family will be at the

game. I had to go and buy most of them jumpers this week. The AFL’s making money off me, basically, given 
what I’ve put back in! Collingwood offered the players two people each to be 

in the guard of honour. I asked 
them, “How do I pick two from
my hundreds of family members?”

Vinny and my brother Gary
will be in it. Giving Vinny a massive hug is what’s going to 

start my night off. She’s one of the most important people in my life 

that 100th goal? You try and 
guess that and now we’re living that dream where we’re 

about to play that game.Everyone’s behind it, everyone’s interested in it, it’s 
going to be on TV, it’s just going to be massive. Today I’m going to sleep in

until between 7 and 8. I’ll wake 
up my sister Vinny then I’ll go 
out for smashed avocado. I’ll spend some time with my mum and then pop past the cemetery to see my dad and get around my family before I have to go to a NAB 

lunch where I’m talking.They’re really cool, they’veactually got the chef to cook me whatever I want, as opposed to what’s on the menu. I’m really fussy, they had really fancy words on the 

did a talk to the staff at CGU.We had our jumper presentation on Wednesday 
night and yesterday I did my 
radio slot on Gold FM and then had a press conference.I felt a bit tired so I snuck in

an hour massage yesterday and I literally slept through the entire thing.But doing all this stuff keeps me preoccupied and stops me thinking about the game
I love it. At no stage will Istart complaining about doing 

any of it. I wish I could do it all 
full time.

You know when you’re a kid and you’re thinking, “I wonder what’s Buddy thinking?”
You know, how did BuddyFranklin feel when he kicked 

MY life has changed ever since 
I was announced as a marquee 
player with the Collingwood 
Football Club.The ramp-up to today hasbeen crazy. The weirdest things have happened — and 

some of the coolest.Yesterday I was at a set oflights and this guy was tooting 
me. I put my window down; I 
thought I’d cut him off or something.

He was like: “So keen for your game tomorrow; good luck.” 
I feel like I’m about to play

an AFL Grand Final. I feel like 
every single person I walked 
past yesterday stopped me with excitement.It’s bizarre and I’ve been so

busy with work and football commitments and training.

ALL SYSTEMS MO

Moana Hope is all business at training before sharing a lighter moment with teammate Steph Chiocci. Pictures: AFL PHOTOS
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COLLINGWOOD forward
Moana Hope insists she is not
feeling the pressure to perform
after an “overwhelming” build-
up to tonight’s historic AFL
Women’s opener.As the Magpies and Carlton

prepare to open a new chapter
in women’s sport at Princes
Park, Hope said she “can’t wait
to kick the bloody football’’.The full-forward has

emerged as a cult figure before
a game has been played in the
new league.

Hope, who kicked 100 goals
in the VFWL last year, said her
focus was on playing her role
within the team. “I’ve been playing footy per-

sonally for 21 years and I’ve
been training with an amazing
bunch of girls for the past three
months,’’ she said.“The way that we’re train-

ing and the structures that
we’re training to, I’m going out
to do what the coach and the
team needs of me.“That’s not based on any-

one else except my team. “So I just want to go play
football. I think that’s what
everyone needs to do really.
That’s what we’re there for.’’ Hope said she was amazed

by the build-up to the eight-
team competition.“I would never have been

able to (have) thought out the
whole past three to six months,
it has just been overwhelm-
ing,’’ she said.“I keep using the same

Hope: stress not an issue
REBECCA WILLIAMS

words, pinch yourself, it seems
so surreal. It’s kind of like a
childhood dream coming true
for us, so we’re enjoying those
moments, loving them and we
just can’t wait to kick the
bloody football.’’With so much emotion sur-

rounding the opening game,
Carlton marquee player Darcy
Vescio tipped the opening five
minutes would be frantic.“I think all the girls will be

raring to go, but hopefully the
nerves will settle after the first
five (minutes) and we can just
play our style of footy,’’ Vescio
said.

“I have been trying not to
think about it too much be-
cause you don’t want to get too
excited too soon or sort of play
the game out in your head.”Hope added: “I think the

GPS trackers might explode
after the first five minutes.
Everyone will be running
around.”

Hope and Vescio represent-
ed the Western Bulldogs in last
year’s exhibition game against
Melbourne, but the Magpies
star expected the intensity to
rise a level.

“Every win is going to count
because it’s (a) top-two grand
final and that’s where we want
to be,” Hope said.The clash was moved from

Olympic Park, with some pre-
dicting a crowd of 20,000. rebecca.williams@news.com.au

KATIE Loynes already had her mum off-side.After Carlton’s premiership triumph against 
Geelong in 1995, Loynes, then 
nine, decided to support the 
Blues, much to the dismay of 
her mother Janette, a diehard 
Collingwood fan.But as Loynes prepares topull on the navy blue jumper 

against the Magpies tonight, 
it seems Janette has finally mellowed.

“My mum is a Collingwood supporter but she’s got a Carlton polo that 
she’ll be wearing,” Loynes, 30, said.“She’s very excited for Friday night.”Likewise, the midfielder can’t wait to run out in front 

of what is expected to be a bumper crowd at Carlton’s home, Princes Park.She will be wearing the No.2 made famous by Greg Williams, the Norm Smith medallist in that 1995 Grand 
Final and a two-time Brownlow Medal winner.“It will be really exciting to

put everything into practice 
that we’ve been doing over pre-season into the game on 

Friday night,” Loynes said.“I hope we come out andplay a really good quality game of football that the fans 
really enjoy.”After eight years playing at

Berwick, Loynes transferred 
to Diamond Creek in 2012 and helped the Creekers to an unlikely state league flag 

over powerhouse Darebin Falcons in her first season.Left leg injuries have since
hampered her career — she 
has had two anterior cruciate 
ligament tears and an ankle 
reconstruction.“I’m hoping that’s the end

of the knee injuries and a fresh start with Carlton will 
change that fortune over a little bit,” Loynes said. “I think this is the first pre-season I’ve had in five years 

so I’m feeling really good, body-wise.”

KATIE’S BLUE 
HEAVEN

CHRIS CAVANAGH

Carlton’s Katie Loynes andNatalie Plane. Picture:DAVID CAIRD

Eliza Sewell1 Western Bulldogs2 Fremantle3 Carlton4 CollingwoodThe Bulldogs are a standout team on paper with ball-winners Ellie Blackburn and Emma Kearney delivering the 
footy to key forward Katie Brennan. With small lists, keeping stars on the park will be 

crucial.
Lauren Wood1 Fremantle2 Western Bulldogs3 Carlton4 CollingwoodThe Dockers know each other’s 

game inside out with all being 
from WA. In an eight-week season, that’s invaluable. Skipper Kara Donnellan doesn’t 

have the nickname “Juddy” for 
nothing. 
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Pendles’ 
pay deal 
strike 
threat

JAY CLARK

SPORT
TOUR CHASE ON

DOMESTIQUE DROPS 

FROOME, CHAVES 
PAGE 78

COLLINGWOOD captain

Scott Pendlebury says he

would go on strike during the

pre-season to help players

secure a set percentage of rich

AFL revenues.

Pendlebury said players

would not hesitate to sit out

part or all of games to send a

message to league chiefs.

“I have no qualms about sit-

ting down in the first quarter,

not at all,” Pendlebury said.

“You model yourself on

what the best businesses in the

world have done, and sporting

leagues. The NBA has had two

lockouts and played a 50-game

season instead of an 82-game

season to prove a point that, as

players, they needed to be

more respected than they felt

they were.

“We listen to (AFL Players’

Association chief Paul Marsh).

We take his advice. If he comes

to this football club, and he

says, ‘Scott, in order to get this

deal moving, we need you to sit

out the first quarter’, (then I

would strike).

“And (Essendon’s) Jobe

Watson already put it on the

agenda a few years ago. If

Jobe’s going to, and he is one of

the most respected figures in

the game, (then I would).”HOPE 
&GLORY
Mo, Darcy are Sherrin the love. That will change tonight. 

BUDDY AMAZING
MO HOPE’S EXCLUSIVE COLUMN PAGE 76 

SIDE BY SIDE 
ROUND 1 TEAMS & TIPS PAGES 72-73 

CONTINUED PAGE 74 

Friday first

PAGE 77

CARLTON v 

COLLINGWOOD 

IKON PARK, TODAY 7.45PM

AFLW ROUND 1

WATCH LIVE ON

Carlton star Darcy Vescio and

Collingwood spearhead

Moana Hope will break new

ground when they run out

for the first AFL Women’s

game at Ikon Park tonight.

Picture: DAVID CAIRD

www.jbhifi.com.au
JB-AU5415
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HOT PRICES ON OUTRIGHT PHONES!

^Discounts apply to most recent previous ticketed/advertised price. Products may have sold below ticketed price in some stores prior to the discount offer. Offers not available at Sydney International Airport store.

ZTE V7 Plus

333817

UP TO

16GB
INTERNAL MEMORY

5.2"
FHD DISPLAY

Octa-Core

1.3GHz
Processor

FINGERPRINT

SENSOR

5MP
SELFIE CAMERA

13MP
REAR CAMERA

NEWÁ

$297
OUTRIGHT!

Sony Xperia X

327401

32GB
INTERNAL MEMORY

& EXPANDABLE

PS4¨

REMOTE PLAY

5"
FULL HD DISPLAY

FINGERPRINT

SCANNER
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SELFIE CAMERA

23MP
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$599
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599
$699

$100 OFF^OUTRIGHT!
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Sony Xperia XZ
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UP TO
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UNMISSABLE 
No one anticipated a lock-out at Ikon Park. 
The public response was unprecedented.
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SPORT

ELECTRICBLUESStunning Vescio, Davey lead Carlton 
in unprecedented rout of Magpies

 DOG SQUAD OFFICERS SWAP BEAT FOR THE BACKLINE PAGE 74

 AFLW FOR YOUR WALL  
SUPER DEES, DOGS POSTERS INSIDE 

SINGULAR STAR In the orbit of the great Usain Bolt 

PAGE 69

Saturday second

ROBBO, REPORTS PAGES 76-78

Carlton’s marquee stars Darcy Vescio and Bri Davey 
(inset) lit up Ikon Park last 

night — Vescio kicked four 
goals, Davey amassed 26 

touches — as Carlton torched Collingwood in the 
inaugural AFL Women’s match. Pictures: GEORGE SALPIGTIDIS, WAYNE LUDBEY

PAGE 72

Carlton  7.4  46 Collingwood  1.5  11

ROUND 1
BANISH THE BOOS Kyrgios heals Open wounds with cup win 

SURPRISING DEALS
FREE AUTO

$19,990B

DRIVE AWAY

S 5 DOOR FROM

Retail offer ends 28th February 2017, or while stocks last. Offers available on new vehicles only. Vehicles must be purchased between 1st February and 28th February 2017. Offers valid while vehicle stocks last and exclude fleet, government, commercial use and rental buyers. Kia reserves the 

right to change, supersede or extend these offers. Premium Paint at additional cost. A. Recommended drive away price MY17 Picanto Si 5 Door with automatic only. B. Recommended drive away price for MY17 Cerato S petrol hatch and sedan with automatic only. Offers exclude fleet, government, 

commercial use, rental buyers and used vehicles. Kia reserves the right to change, supersede or extend these offers. Gift card redemption form can be printed from www. kia.com.au/giftcardoffer or available at a participating Kia dealer. C. Gift cards available on all new and demonstrator MY17 

Picanto and MY16/17 Sportage models only. Gift cards can only be claimed, completed and redeemed at the time of purchase at participating Kia dealers and the gift card amount (incl. GST) will be deducted from the ultimate negotiated purchase price of the new or demonstrator vehicle. Offer 

ends 28th February 2017, while stocks last. Vehicles must be purchased and delivered between 1st February and 28th February 2017. Apple CarPlay™ connectivity requires compatible iOS device. See apple.com.au for more details. Android Auto™ connectivity requires compatible Android device. 

See android.com/intl/en_au/ for more details. Apple CarPlay™ and iPhone® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc. Android Auto is a registered trademark of Google Inc. Kia’s unlimited km 7 year warranty. Note: 7 year/150,000km warranty for vehicles used for the following: rental vehicles, hire 

cars, taxis, courier vehicles, driving school vehicles, security vehicles, bus and tour vehicles. Capped Price Servicing: Maximum payable for specified number of manufacturer’s standard scheduled maintenance services up to 7 years or 105,000kms, whichever occurs first. Complimentary Roadside 

Assistance for the first year. Renewed yearly by completing scheduled maintenance services at Kia Dealerships (up to maximum 7 years). Terms and conditions for Warranty, Capped Price Servicing and Roadside Assistance can be found at www.kia.com.au.  KIA83HS

Find your nearest Victorian dealer at kia.com.au or       131 KIA/131 542

W I T H  A U T O

$14,990A

DRIVE AWAY

5 DOOR FROM

+$500  GIFT
CARDC

ACROSS THE RANGE

+$1,000 GIFT
CARDC

When connected to compatible iPhone®
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WE’RE FOR VICTORIA

WHY
KYLIE 

DUMPED
FIANCE

PAGE 5

PAGE 13

I FAILED
AS A

HUSBAND

KARL

EXCLUSIVE

GREAT
FOOTY

CLUB
DEALS
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GO
BLUES!

Footy kicked a historic 

goal last night as the Blues 

downed the Pies by 35 points 

in the first AFL Women’s 

game in front of almost 

25,000 fans at Ikon Park

Doncaster 
victim left to 

die near lift
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POLICE were last night hunting a

killer after a man with “horrific” head

injuries died at a suburban shopping

centre carpark.

A fitness instructor on her way to

work raised the alarm after making

the gruesome discovery at 6.10am in

the carpark lift lobby of the Westfield

Doncaster shopping complex.

Witnesses said it appeared the kill-

er had slashed the man’s throat, but

police would only confirm he died

from serious head injuries.

Forensic experts have examined a

150m blood trail, which led away from

the scene, raising the possibility the

killer was injured.

The location where the body was

found is close to multiple CCTV cam-

eras. Investigators were last night

inspecting footage captured on

the cameras and were confident of a

quick arrest.

The Herald Sun understands

investigators know the identity of

the killer.

The man’s body was removed at

about 4.30pm and yesterday after-

noon police were notifying his family.

Bystanders attending an early-morn-

ing fitness class tried to revive the man

after the alarm was raised.

Heavy Haulers co-owner Jessica

Abbott, who with husband Craig oper-

ates a fitness boot camp in the carpark,

said participants had just begun a ses-

sion when the discovery was made.
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Australians, and their use is ex-pected to grow.
“Older Australians are theones with the experiences andassets to make the most of thesharing economy,” RateSetterCEO Daniel Foggo said.RateSetter’s research foundthat over-65s were the fastest-growing group of spenders inthe sharing economy, payingan average $82 a month.But the younger genera-tions aged below 44 were thebiggest spenders at more than$110 a month.

ANTHONY KEANE

REYNOLDS HONOURED
RYAN Reynolds’ superpowers are about to be rewarded by Harvard University’s Hasty Pudding Theatricals.

The Deadpool star will behonoured as the group’s 2017 Man of the Year. Last year’s winner was Joseph Gordon-Levitt. 

mouse droppings in cupboardsand cabinets.A LITTER of newborn rats wasfound nesting in a pallet offresh bananas.WEEVILS on “a tray of lemonsalted almonds for display”.RAT droppings were seen indisplay and storage cabinetsand bird droppings soiled theoutside of plastic containers.Over the next five years, theCity of Melbourne will spend$250 million on the renewal ofthe market, which will improvehygiene at the landmark site.

TIFFANY KORSSEN

GAGA GETS IT TOGETHER 
LADY Gaga said she hopes her Super Bowl halftime show will celebrate “inclusion” and the “spirit of equality” during a time of national division. “This performance is for everyone. I want to ... create a moment that everyone that’s watching will never forget,” she said.

Vermin plague at Queen Vic market
THE Queen Victoria Market isplagued by filthy pests, withfood stalls and cafes overrunby cockroaches and rodents.Documents obtained by theHerald Sun under Freedom ofInformation revealed 13 foodbusinesses in the market wererated “unsatisfactory” by coun-cil health officers from January1, 2015 to September 7, 2016.In several of those business-es, cockroaches and other in-sects were seen near wherefood was being kept or pre-pared, while others had “visiblemouse activity”, weevils infood displays and rat and

Seniors cash in on sharing economy
OLDER Australians are em-bracing new-world techno-logies in the sharing economyto earn extra cash.New research by peer-to-peer lender RateSetter hasfound that 44 per cent ofover-55s earn money throughsharing economy services suchas online marketplaces, ridesharing, renting out rooms totravellers and lending moneyvia online platforms.Experts say seniors are thebest-placed generation to prof-it from these new services,which are now used at leastonce a month by two thirds of

rol in Cremorne, was am-bushed and pushed by twothugs who took his car. Theyleft behind the other allegedlystolen car they were in.Moments later police ar-rived and approached the sto-len vehicle with torches drawnas the victim is left standing onthe tarmac, footage shows.Soon after Mr Taha alleg-edly outran police and latercommitted a robbery at a shop-ping centre in Melbourne’swest. The offenders usedpower tools to steal more than$18,000 worth of cigarettes. The offenders led police ona high-speed and dangerouschase throughout the CBDwhere CCTV captured thedriver speeding through redlights and hitting a taxi. The group had been moni-tored by the police air wingtravelling in a convoy alongthe Western Ring Road.The cars were later dumpedand a month later five maleswere arrested.
Mr Taha was pinged as partof Operation Outset and wasremanded in custody to re-appear in court on February 10.cassie.zervos@news.com.au 

PEARCE: ADD MORE CLUBS TO AFLW COMP
DAISY Pearce believes the AFL will come under pressure to bring more clubs into the new AFLW league and increase players’ pay next season. 
As fans flock to see womenplay for clubs such as Collingwood and Carlton, Melbourne’s captain said supporters of power clubs such as Essendon and Hawthorn would want their own teams.

“Eight teams is a great 

start, we’ve got eight really committed clubs who want to help take AFL women’s footy to the next level,” she said.“But certainly speaking tofans of the clubs who don’t have a women’s team, they’re really looking forward to the day the competition does expand so they can support their women’s team.“I think it will get there eventually.’’

PETER ROLFE
Pearce — one of the mostrecognisable faces of the new women’s league and the players’ choice to win the inaugural best and fairest — said players had a big part to play if the league were to be expanded.

“Let’s hope it’s a roaringsuccess and we start to see other clubs get involved, which would only create more opportunity,’’ she said.“That feels like where it’sheading but as players we 

can’t think too far ahead … nail this first season hopefully and provide a really good spectacle so it does expand and we do continue to increase those opportunities.’’Pearce said pay would behigh on the agenda as the AFLW marquee players were earning $27,000 — including a $10,000 ambassadorial contract — and most others would take home just $8500 for the entire first season. 

Crime
spree 

on
CCTV

Four deny carjackingsDRAMATIC footage hasemerged of a violent crimespree across Melbourne whichinvolved carjackings, robberiesand a police chase.Alleged Apex puppeteerMahmoud Taha, 20, and threeco-accused pleaded not guiltyto more than a dozen charges,including stealing a luxuryvehicle worth $70,000.Police allege Mr Taha andhis mates knocked over aseries of cigarette outlets andcommitted carjackings acrossMelbourne.
They further allege thatTaha used Apex gang mem-bers to carry out crimes. Court documents also al-lege Mr Taha organised strip-pers at a luxury hotel for histeenage cronies as an rewardfor holding up two jewellerystores.

CCTV footage released incourt documents revealed thedaring crimes were committedwithin a few hours.The night of crime in earlyJune last year began when aMercedes was allegedly stolenfrom an Epping property.Hours later, one unluckymotorist had his car stolenfrom the sledgehammer-wielding thugs. The man, whowas filling his car up with pet-

CASSIE ZERVOS AND WAYNE FLOWER 

Football fans fill the stands last night; the Magpies’ Amelia Barden proudly displays her No. 38 guernsey (centre); Moana Hope wears headphones as she prepares for the encounter. Pictures: ROB LEESON, GEORGE 
SALPIGTIDIS

HERALDSUN.COM.AU SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2017

NEWS 07

V2 - MHSE02Z01MA

Highlights from the match 
heraldsun.com.au

THE BLUES AND THE PIES GO HARD AT THE BALL

TWENTY five thousand fanspacked Ikon Park last night,proving footy’s new femaleformula has a very big future. Such was the appeal of lastnight’s marquee match-upbetween old foes Carlton andCollingwood that thousands offans had to be turned away atthe gates.
They had come to witnessfooty for the future but some-how it was almost a nostalgicreturn to the kind of footballshowmanship that had fansblocking aisles and jumpingfences for a glimpse.But if there was ever a moretangible sign that women’sfooty had legs — it was outsidethe stadium at quarter timewhen those patiently waitingwere told they wouldn’t get in.Rob De Deugd was amongthem. He drove all the wayfrom Frankston only to be leftidle. “It’s not ideal,’’ he said.David Gullan, 24, of NorthCarlton was just as gutted. “It’spretty heartbreaking to hearthe roar of the crowd and bestuck outside.”

Organisers might have seenit coming.
Such was the appeal of theall new female competition,the decision was made to shiftthe first game of the round toIkon Park, formerly Carlton’shomeground Princes Park,when more than 2000 peopleshowed up at a practice match.Fittingly, last night theypacked the place.AFL boss Gillon McLachlan

“Now we have the oppor-tunity for these players to growfrom amateurs to professionalfootballers.”
Ms Alberti said the newfooty format offered a kind offlow often missing from themodern era of men’s matches.The girls, she said, couldmove the ball forward in aflash.

“There’s none of thiskicking it backward.” She said the eight teams —Carlton, Collingwood, GWS,Western Bulldogs, AdelaideCrows, Fremantle, Brisbaneand Melbourne — were full ofelite females ready to show-case their grit.
And taking it all in last nightfrom the sidelines were younggirls who will now study everytackle and punt for goal know-ing that, one day, they can be apart of it.

Eleven-year-olds Charliand Ruby-Lily, friends and StMary’s Junior Football ClubU12 teammates, heard the roarfrom the packed crowd as thegirls ran out.
But it was a message de-livered earlier from Colling-wood women’s captain StephChiocci that the pair said theywould remember long after thesiren sounded last night.“Steph was really humbleand just told us to go for it,”Charli said.

“She taught us not to careabout whatever anybody elsesays.”
aaron.langmaid@news.com.au

conceded they simply weren’tready for the huge response.“We just didn’t realise somany people were going turnup,” he said.
Last night’s display was alow-scoring affair, with theBlues winning by 46-11, but stillfeatured all the long kicks,contested marks and some-times scruffy play that havelong been a part of the high-lights reel at Princes Park.It was new territory for fansand despite the odd cynic,most saw no reason to treat itany differently.

Former Western Bulldogspresident and women’s footytrailblazer Susan Alberti saidfinally the dream was a realityfor any female who had everwanted to pull on the boots.“This is no token gesture,”she said. “It is finally recog-nition of the talented womenwho are able to play this greatgame. It is a dream come truefor so many females who havedesperately wanted to be takenseriously.

AARON LANGMAID

 STANDINGROOM ONLY

AFLW ROUND 1CARLTON vCOLLINGWOOD

New chapter in footy’s oldest rivalry 

Printed for 04/ 02/2017.  
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3D Experience Centre 271–275 Russell St, Melbourne
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We captured all the colour and  
action of a blockbuster Round 1.
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RANK

4 4 4 2 14 8 6 139 36
1

12 2 2 0 6 165 0 0 1 2 78 132 132

A.Barden 3 1 3 0 7 6 1 188 86
3

4 4 3 1 0 93 1 0 0 2 64 115 115

J.Garner 1 6 2 2 11 8 3 250 55
2

7 5 7 0 2 94 0 1 0 2 73 111 111

C.Edwards
3 1 4 1 9 7 2 109 56

1
7 3 3 0 1 103 0 1 0 1 85 98 98

S.Chiocci 0 2 6 0 8 5 3 174 62
2

2 6 2 1 0 84 0 0 0 1 89 96 96

C.McIntosh
4 2 3 5 14 10 4 121 64

3
9 4 2 0 0 112 0 0 0 0 84 93 93

S.D'Arcy 4 0 1 5 10 10 0 342 90
3

2 6 3 0 0 22 0 0 0 2 91 87 87

M.Hutchins
2 3 2 2 9 6 3 151 22

1
4 5 1 1 3 217 0 0 0 2 86 86 86

A.Eva 1 1 1 4 7 5 2 -2 71
3

5 3 5 2 0 168 0 0 0 0 97 86 86

N.Stevens 3 1 4 2 10 6 4 96 30
0

7 3 3 0 3 144 0 0 0 0 64 79 79

B.White 1 1 4 0 6 5 1 104 67
2

3 3 4 2 1 73 0 0 0 0 61 79 79

S.Livingstone
3 2 2 1 8 5 3 77 50

1
3 5 2 0 0 169 0 0 0 0 83 78 78

B.Bonnici 2 0 1 5 8 8 0 193 37
2

5 3 4 0 1 128 0 0 0 0 79 78 78

T.Morgan 2 0 3 2 7 2 5 -8 43
0

3 3 1 0 0 105 0 0 0 1 53 75 75

R.Schleicher
1 3 3 0 7 7 0 175 57

3
4 4 2 0 0 61 0 1 1 3 77 64 64

J.Cameron
2 0 2 0 4 1 3 14 50

1
4 0 0 0 0 51 0 1 0 3 93 49 49

M.Hope 1 2 1 0 4 3 1 29 25
1

1 2 0 0 0 165 0 0 0 0 42 46 46

H.Roden 2 1 0 0 3 2 1 63 67
0

3 1 1 0 1 44 0 0 0 0 30 45 45

E.Grant 0 1 1 1 3 1 2 30 33
0

3 0 0 0 1 115 0 0 0 0 59 43 43

L.Tesoriero
0 2 0 3 5 4 1 94 80

1
1 3 1 1 0 51 0 0 0 0 77 40 40

E.King 0 2 1 1 4 4 0 76 50
3

1 3 1 0 0 51 0 0 0 0 76 24 24

C.Bernardi
2 2 1 0 5 2 3 105 20

2
4 1 1 0 0 82 0 0 0 0 59 21 21

S.Casey

3 4 4 2 13 10 3 252 69
2

12 2 0 0 1 2 4 1 1 7 100 196 196

D.Vescio

3

5 7 6 8 26 15 11 555 77
3

8 17 5 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 100 176 176

B.Davey

2

2 4 2 3 11 9 2 167 64
4

9 3 11 4 0 2 0 0 0 0 100 108 108

D.Hardiman

5

3 3 6 5 17 9 8 181 35
5

8 9 2 0 1 2 1 0 1 4 91 101 101

B.Jakobsson

6

3 4 3 4 14 7 7 201 64
3

5 7 3 0 0 3 1 1 0 5 92 98 98

L.Arnell

11

3 4 3 0 10 4 6 80 50
0

4 6 2 0 1 3 0 0 1 1 88 87 87

N.Exon

9

1 3 1 2 7 4 3 59 71
1

5 2 4 1 1 4 0 0 0 1 75 87 87

A.Downie

7

6 2 3 0 11 9 2 238 45
2

4 6 4 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 82 86 86

L.Brazzale

5

1 4 3 2 10 1 9 41 90
1

5 6 3 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 70 78 78

K.Gillespie-Jones

6

1 0 3 1 5 1 4 5 40
0

5 0 2 0 1 6 0 0 0 1 68 77 77

S.Hosking

9

1 4 3 1 9 6 3 135 56
0

2 8 1 0 0 5 0 1 1 2 61 77 77

T.Lucas-Rodd

11

1 2 2 1 6 3 3 66 50
0

6 1 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 1 50 73 73

S.Audley

11

1 3 0 3 7 5 2 141 71
0

6 1 2 0 0 5 0 0 1 3 75 70 70

G.Pound

11

1 2 3 2 8 4 4 56 37
0

5 2 1 0 1 4 0 0 0 1 48 69 69

K.Loynes

11

0 4 1 0 5 3 2 14 100
1

4 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 62 62

L.Attard

4

1 3 4 1 9 5 4 140 78
1

5 5 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 82 54 54

S.Last

2

0 3 2 7 12 7 5 182 33
0

8 4 2 0 4 6 0 0 0 2 61 49 49

M.Keryk

15

1 0 0 2 3 2 1 36 67
1

0 2 2 1 0 3 0 0 0 1 48 39 39

B.Moody

9

0 0 2 3 5 3 2 57 40
1

3 2 2 1 0 2 0 0 0 1 37 38 38

A.Brown

4

1 3 1 3 8 4 4 113 62
1

2 5 3 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 80 33 33

J.Kennedy

8

0 1 0 0 1 0 1 6 100
0

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 58 12 12

I.Ayre

2

0 1 0 0 1 1 0 47 100
0

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 34 8 8

N.Plane

1

TOTALS
35 61 52 50 198

61 91106
26

86112 2774
56

59178
47

DIFFERENCE
-6

254

-28-2082212
-9

8
38-33514324

-16

TOTALS
41 37 49 36 163

53 69 35

48115 2520
48

87198
51

94

DIFFERENCE
6

-254

2820
-8-22-12

9
-8

-383-35-14-3-24

1-6

HITOUTS             (ADV)

CAR
COL

30 (2)
28 (5)

Downie
16 (0) Moody

14 (2)

King
20 (2) Schleicher 7 (3)

FREES TOT D50 MID F50

COL
CAR

09
20 3

7 2

13 4

IN50s 1 2 3 4 TOT

CAR
COL

4 7 6 8 25

4 10 8 5 27

FWD HALF % TIME MARK I50 TACK I50 % GOAL I50

CAR
COL

53%
6

15
28%

47%
4

8
4%

SOURCE KICK IN STOPPAGE TURNOVER

CAR
COL

0.0.0 5.0.30 2.4.16

0.0.0
1.2.8

0.3.3

SHOTS
Acc % Exp

CAR
COL

12 58 46

6 17 17

Act
46

11

30% below season average

Disposals, Metres, Contested,

Uncontested, Tot Ranking

30% above season average

Disposals, Metres, Contested,

Uncontested, Tot Ranking

Metres: Metres gained; Disp Eff%: Disposal efficiency; Intercepts: Possessions won from the opposition; Inter. Marks: Marks from opposition

kicks; Assists: Goal/Behind assists; Involvements: Involvements in scoring chains; ToG%:  Match time on ground; Ave: Season averages; Shots:

Includes missed shots; Exp: Expected scores based on shot types; Act:  Actual scores;

5+ KPI
Intercept Marks,

Clearances, Goals, Assists
10+ KPI
Qtr disposals, Intercepts,

Tackles, Involvements

THE first chapter in the 

history books of the AFL 

Women’s competition was 

written last night and one 

name will feature 

prominently.

She might not have been

best on ground, but young 

Collingwood forward 

Jasmine Garner will forever 

be known as the AFLW’s first 

goalkicker.

After taking a pack mark

on her chest 20m out directly 

in front, the 19-year-old 

slotted the first major of the 

clash seven minutes into the 

opening term.

Garner is no stranger to 

kicking goals — she booted 

41 at centre half-forward 

alongside Collingwood 

teammate Moana Hope at 

VFLW club St Kilda Sharks 

last year.
But this kick came with a

lot more pressure as a vocal 

crowd estimated at 24,500 

watched on.

“I was just so nervous,” 

Garner said after the game.

“The crowd was roaring 

but I just went back with the 

usual routine and it went 

straight through.

“It’s a pretty amazing 

night, just to be out here 

making history. It’s 

disappointing we didn’t get 

the win but there’s always 

next week.”

The goal would be 

Collingwood’s only six-

pointer of the game, with the 

side struggling to break 

through a steadfast Carlton 

defence as it lost by 35 points.

It was not the start the 

Magpies — who had made 

their premiership intentions 

clear — were chasing, but 

Garner said the players 

would take plenty of lessons 

from the encounter.

“We’ll learn from tonight

and go back to training this 

week and work on some 

things and hopefully get a 

win next week,” Garner said.

Collingwood tackles 

Melbourne at Olympic Park 

next Saturday night, while 

Carlton takes on Greater 

Western Sydney at home. 

GARNER’S MAJOR 

ACHIEVEMENT
CHRIS CAVANAGH

awe stuns Pies
CARLTON

ELIZA SEWELL’S BEST

Carlton: Vescio, Davey, 

Jakobsson, Exon, Arnell

Collingwood: D’Arcy, 

Chiocci, Barden, McIntosh, 

Eva

GOALS
Carlton: Vescio 4, Davey, 

Jakobsson, Arnell 

Collingwood: Garner

INJURIES
Carlton: Plane (ankle)

Collingwood: Grant 

(concussion), Livingstone 

(shoulder), Rodan (leg), 

Chiocci (concussion).

CROWD
24,500(est) at Ikon Park

3.0 4.1 6.1 7.4 46

C’WOOD 1.2 1.4 1.5 1.5 11

Carlton’s Brianna 

Davey handballs 

under pressure 

last night. Picture: 

WAYNE LUDBEY
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“The first one (was my fav-

ourite),” Vescio said. “It just

helped to settle the nerves. 
“You’re relieved every time

you kicked one, because your

team worked so hard to get it

down to you. You just want to

do the right thing by them.”
It was a physical affair, with

Vescio wearing her fair share

of close attention early in the

match. Not that it took her by

surprise.
“I think we knew that they

First ‘the best’ in Vescio’s four-goal haul
DARCY Vescio had four from

which to choose, but her first

goal was her favourite.
The Carlton gun starred in

last night’s 35-point win over

Collingwood, booting a quartet

of polished goals to lead her

side to a historic victory at

Ikon Park.
Three came in the first half

as the Blues got the jump on

the Magpies in front of a crowd

big enough to shut the gates.
It was an experience the 23-

year-old won’t forget any time

soon.

were going to come pretty hard

and really try to outmuscle us,

but it was just a tough game,”

Vescio said. 
“Watching the practice

game between the Pies and

Bulldogs (last week), we no-

ticed they were very physical,

and we knew that they were

going to come at us from the

first ball-up. We were ready.”
The forward was met with

praise from coach Damien

Keeping after the game, but he

admitted there was no time to

pinpoint one particular goal he

liked most. He credited Vesc-

io’s “critical” importance in de-

livering such a performance. 
But there was an even big-

ger reception from the Carlton

cheer squad, chanting “Darcy”

and desperate for a selfie with

their hero. She’d just catapult-

ed them to a win over their tra-

ditional rivals, and on a

history-making night to boot. 
“The crowd was just amaz-

ing. It was such a special oc-

casion,” Vescio said.
“All the girls were buzzing

with excitement rather than

nerves. We were able to har-

ness any nervousness and turn

it into positive energy.”
Vescio and her teammates

— warned by Bri Davey as to

what the 22,000-strong crowd

could produce in terms of deci-

bels — struggled to hear one

another over the din.
“It was quite loud. I felt like

I was screaming for no reason

sometimes,” Vescio laughed.
“It was fantastic. Every girl

who was out there will cherish

that moment for the rest of

their lives and remember it.”

SEATS OF POWER

LAUREN WOOD

Lockout, grunt and highlights galore herald new dawn 

BUILD it and they will come.
Still, no one expected a

lockout.
When AFL boss Gill Mc-

Lachlan was contacted in the

second quarter and told there

were thousands of fans locked

outside the ground, the last

thing he expected to be doing

on this historic occasion was

fronting them and apologis-

ing.
What a nice problem to

have.
The league moved the

game from Collingwood’s

training ground to Carlton’s.

Maybe the MCG should have

been considered.
Fingers were crossed last

night that the clash would be

groundbreaking, but it was

more than that.
A lockout for a women’s

football match was beyond

rational thinking. More than

24,000 fans piled in to see

Collingwood versus Carlton

in what was good old-fash-

ioned scrap.
That the skill level would

MARK
ROBINSON

CHIEF
FOOTBALL
WRITER

be a work in progress was for

all to see, but the uncompro-

mising attack on the ball, and

each other, was amazing.
The collision instigated by

Carlton’s Sarah Hosking at

the first bounce set the stan-

dard.
Time and again the

women went at the contest

when it was their turn. That’s

all you can ask in any game of

AFL and last night’s combat-

ants didn’t allow any critic to

point the finger.
The Blues were clearly the

better team.
Carlton’s ball movement

was better, cleaner and faster

and they shared the ball, evi-

dent in the third quarter when

Brianna Davey kicked the

Blues’ fifth goal after a string

of handballs.
Overall, the Blues out-

numbered their opponents at

the contest and were strong

across half-back where they

also outnumbered the Mag-

pies.
The star of the show was

Darcy Vescio — the modern-

day Dominator who kicked

three goals before halftime

and another in the third quar-

ter. Her skills, sure hands and

awareness of space made her

the standout.
Vescio was part of the mo-

mentous build-up to this

game, although not as much

as others, but her star shines

brightest today. Goals on the

run, out of the ruck and on

her non-preferred were part

of the package.
Others were pivotal.

Davey, Bianca Jakobsson,

Lauren Arnell and Nat Exon

were among the influential

players.
The Pies were hardly

dangerous.

Marquee signing Moana

Hope had a poor night and

was often competing against

two defenders. Her fellow key

forward Sarah Darcy showed

she will be a player and vet-

eran Meg Hutchins’ booming

kicking was a standout.
The Blues kept the Mag-

pies to just one goal and 11

points in total. Some observ-

ers will lament the low scor-

ing but, in many aspects, this

wasn’t about the extent of

scoring.
What was required was

fierce competition and un-

compromising effort and that

was delivered.
At times, it was odd to see

the players kick backwards

because without the pen-

etration of kicking, rarely did

we see a switch and run. This

game was played with grunt,

mistakes and plenty of high-

lights, typical of most games

of footy.
Last night was momentous

for all sorts of reasons.
Scenes of yesteryear were

evoked as tram
after tram rock-
ing up Royal
Parade delivered
thousands of
fans.

The roar after
the national an-
them was played
was truly tingly.

“Br i l l iant , ”
said Daisy
Pearce on Chan-
nel 7.

This match
mattered im-
mensely for not only
the women who played,
and who are waiting to
play, but for the thousands
of young girls who at-
tended and the many
more thousands who
watched the game on
the TV.

Women’s footy is
not only alive, it’s
thriving after just
one game.
mark.robinson 
@news.com.au

Football fans pack Ikon
Park for the first match of

AFL Women’s competition
last night. Carlton star

Darcy Vescio (below,
right) celebrates one of her

four goals with Bella Ayre .
Pictures: ROB LEESON,

WAYNE LUDBEY

MAGPIES-DEES 
SHIFT MOOTED
THE AFL will consider 
moving next week’s 
Collingwood-Melbourne 
clash from Olympic Park.

Last night’s game had been

slated for 5000-capacity 
Olympic Park, but was moved 

to Carlton with 24,500 fans 

counted before the lockout.
AFL executive Simon 

Lethlean said shifting more 

games was an option. “I think 

we’ll have a look at next 
week’s matches — we’ve got 

Collingwood and Melbourne 

at Olympic Park,” he said.
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A STATEMENT was made at

Ikon Park last night.

It started when Carlton cap-

tain Lauren Arnell ran through

Magpie Brittany Bonnici at the

opening ball-up.

It reached fever pitch when

AFL chief Gillon McLachlan

shut the gates. It left fans clam-

bering over fences in a desper-

ate bid to get a look.

It reached “peak Blues”

when Carlton marquee player

Darcy Vescio — gee, she

turned heads — stalked a stop-

page in the goalsquare, stole

the ball out of the air and

hands of her opponents and

kicked the goal upon landing.

It was her second of the

night. The first came from a

free kick awarded when a ner-

vous defender monstered her

as the dynamic Blue set herself

to mark close to goal. 

The Magpies knew that

danger was ever present. Col-

lingwood defender Nicola

Stevens, usually a half-back

who intercept marks and gives

run, was sent to lock down

Vescio. It didn’t work.

Vescio’s third goal came

after some brilliant work from

teammate Sarah Last.

Last collected the ball in the

centre and took off. She

charged through Collingwood

captain Steph Chiocci, throw-

ing her to the ground, and

booted it long to where Vescio

was prowling.

Vescio ran onto the ball,

had a bounce and finished

from the goalsquare.

The fourth came when a

loose ball wobbled her way

30m from goal. Facing away

from the square, Vescio gath-

ered, feinted right, providing a

small but crucial gap between

herself and Stevens, and drib-

bled the ball across her body

and through the goals.

A fifth goal could have

come deep in the final quarter

after a one-grab contested

mark, but Vescio passed it off. 

This was Vescio’s game.

The 23-year-old who has been

part of four flags at state-

league level and won two best

on ground gongs in those

grand finals was being seen by

many for the first time. 

She fed off the crowd and

showed her sublime skills and

timing.
The Blues flourished — a

35-point win was the reward.

After conceding the first

goal seven minutes in, Carlton

swarmed the Magpies. They

outnumbered them at the con-

test and then outran them.

They were more assured.

More daring. As well as Vescio,

Bri Davey was stunning.

The general down back, she

worked forward and kicked a 

beauty to extend the Blues’ lead 

to 20 points. And the former 

Matildas goalkeeper loved it.

Nat Exon was great in tight.

Half-forward Bianca Jakobsson

was terrific, marking strongly.

Arnell was hard and smart;

when she slotted a left-foot

snap from 30m to put the Blues

in front she gave a fist pump to

the crowd. Her crowd.

There were repeat stoppa-

ges in the opening moments

and things looked ominous. It

was congested.

But by the time Gill had to

shut the gates, the game had

opened up.

Chiocci kicked the first

score in AFLW, a behind. 

Jasmine Garner got the first

goal. But that’s where Colling-

wood’s night ended.

Marquee forward Mo Hope

was often double teamed and

suffered from poor delivery.

She kicked just a single behind.

eliza.sewell@news.com.au

LONG-TIME Carlton admin-

istrator Ian Collins used to fa-

mously fudge the crowd

figures to inflate attendances

at Princes Park.

He wouldn’t have bothered

last night.

On a balmy evening that

has changed football forever

— or at least as we know it —

the AFL Women’s competition

kicked off in prime-time with a

capacity crowd that saw Vic-

toria Police insist the gates be

closed just before quarter-time.

More than 2000 were

locked out, unable to gain their

admittance to a slice of history.

The AFL’s dream was that if

they staged it; the people

would come. They did, in

droves, and no one in their wil-

dest dreams could have envis-

aged just how big AFLW

would be in game one.

Even those who missed out

stayed outside the ground,

kicking the ball in the park-

lands as their new heroes

brought about the roars inside,

some even followed the game

on a TV monitor.

The crowd at Ikon Park was

24,500, and the old ground —

dusted off as best as she could

be for the occasion — was

rocking and roaring as if time

had taken us back to the 1990s.

It was almost as if the past

and the present welded togeth-

er in a magic night that had

men, women and thousands of

children dreaming of a very ex-

citing future.

Carlton defeated Colling-

wood by 35 points, highlighted

by an outstanding four-goal

performance from Darcy Vesc-

io, 23, from Darebin Falcons.

The Magpies kicked the

first goal inside the opening

eight minutes, but frustratingly

could not manage another.

AFL chairman Mike Fitzpat-

rick, who arrived back from

London yesterday, beamed last

night, knowing this is a turning

point in the sport’s history.

“AFL is (now) truly a game

for all ... it doesn’t feel like an

overnight success, (this) has

been more than 100 years in

the making,” Fitzpatrick said.

He said it was fitting the

first AFLW match was be-

tween two of the game’s big-

gest protagonists on the one of

the most famous grounds in

VFL-AFL history.

Blues great Andrew McKay,

now the club’s head of football,

rang Carlton’s famous old bell

to herald the home team on to

the ground as his daughters,

Abbie, 16, Sophie, 10, and son

Charlie, 14, watched on.

All three can now aspire to

play for Carlton.

“We are just chuffed to-

night,” McKay said. “Everyone

has to remember that this is

day one. There is going to be

enormous growth and devel-

opment in women’s football,

not just in the next few years,

but the next 100 years.”

Collingwood board member

Alisa Camplin grew up on a

street with 15 boys and would

play footy with them every

night.
“I have always loved foot-

ball, but I never dreamed of

being an AFL player,” Camplin

said. “It wasn’t a reality, but

now it is.”
Carlton fan Billi Jo Wegen-

er wondered what might have

been if AFLW had been

around when she was a kid.

“We never thought this

could ever happen,” she

beamed. “I didn’t start until I

was about 16. I think to myself,

ouch, I wish this had happened

20 years ago.”

The night that changed football as we know it

GLENN McFARLANE

3 DARCY VESCIO

2 BRIANNA DAVEY

1  BIANCA JAKOBSSON

HERALD SUN
SEASON MVP

ELIZA SEWELL’S VOTESELIZA SEWELL

Blues’ shock and 
Carlton signals intent 

at brutal first ball-up

 Collingwood’s

Sarah D’Arcy

cleans up

Carlton’s Tilly

Lucas-Rodd.
Picture:
GEORGE

SALPIGTIDIS
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AFLW TEAMS: ROUND 1ADELAIDE v GWS GIANTS5.05pm today, Thebarton OvalS.Allan T.Radan S.Riley B A.Saundry K.de Pellegrini M.Collier
D.VarnhagenA.Hatchard S.Thompson HB A.Farrugia R.Tomkins A.WilliamsC.Cramey C E.SwansonE.Marinoff A.Foley K.Gibson HF R.Beeson P.McWilliams A.Schmidt

J.Sedunary R.Metcalfe R.Killian F K.Stanton J.Barclay A.Guest
S.Perkins E.Phillips C.Randall R C.Lawton B.Tully J.Dal Pos

H.Anderson J.MulesT.Thorn M.Hollick D.Cox G.Bevan Int N.Barr E.Ross E.McKinnon H.Wallett J.Bibby C.Briggs
A.Holmes S.Armitstead Emg H.Dunn L.SteaneW.BULLDOGS v FREMANTLE7.40pm tonight, Whitten OvalH.Wildes R.Neaves H.Scott B B.Smith T.Bresland A.Sharp

N.Callinan A.O’Connor B.Hunt HB T.Haynes H.Miller S.CainJ.Lambert C K.Donnellan
B.Lochland K.Brennan K.McLeod HF C.Davidson D.Hooker L.Filocamo

K.Tyndall E.Gamble A.Gogos F E.Antonio A.Lavell B.Green
L.Spark E.Kearney E.Blackburn R G.Houghton K.Bentley M.Caulfield

K.Lamb J.Gardner L.BirchT.Ernst L.Williams L.Bailey Int G.O’Sullivan D.Okely T.Golisano A.Makur Chuot S.Barr T.Angel
M.McDonald C.Clarkson Emg T.Priestly B.DevlynMELBOURNE v BRISBANE LIONS5.05pm tomorrow, Casey FieldsK.Smith M.Clifford C.Phillips B S.Virgo S.Campbell L.Kaslar

M.Downie D.Pearce M.Hickey HB T.Randall K.Lutkins B.KoenenH.Cordner C M.HuntS.Scott E.O’Dea J.Grierson HF S.Frederick-Traub K.Ashmore K.McCarthy
A.Newman J.Anderson L.Mithen F S.Law T.Harris J.Wuetschner

L.Pearce K.Paxman D.Berry R S.Webb E.Bates E.Zielke
E.Humphries R.Cranston L.DuryeaS.Lampard M.Boyd A.Mifsud Int N.Wallace J.Stanton N.Hildebrand S.Goodman B.Gibson A.Anderson 

S.Jolly B.Patterson Emg J.Ransfield K.Keegan

CHELSEA Randall’s wish togive back to the sport that res-cued her from the wildernesswas pivotal to Adelaide’s re-cruiting heist.
Randall is considered in thetop handful of players in theAFL Women’s competition,alongside Daisy Pearce, KiaraBowers, Katie Brennan andMoana Hope.

She worked for the past twoyears as a regional footballmanager in east Pilbara, inWestern Australia’s northwest, before relocating to Adel-aide as one of the Crows’ twomarquee players.Randall regularly drove 13hours from Newman to playfor Swan Districts in theWAWFL last year and wouldhave had to relocate if she wasto play for Fremantle.“I originally planned tocome home and live in Rock-ingham, because I’d been awayfor two years,” Randall said.“I was fortunate to get a fewphone calls from some otherclubs and receive some oppor-tunities. I just figured I mightbe able to have a positive im-pact in a state where the talentof female footy is still fast-tracking and still coming.”The Dockers instead wentwith highly regarded pair Bow-ers and Kara Donnellan, the Lifelong mates share journey

club’s inaugural captain, astheir marquee players. Randall receives a $17,000wage as a marquee player, plusa further $10,000 for ambassa-dorial duties and is also Adel-aide’s community programsofficer in female engagement.“Leaving school I had noidea what I wanted to do andended up a labourer, which isfine for some, but was some-thing I didn’t want to do for therest of my life,” she said.“I was working with my daddigging holes, then I got a callfrom my state coach (NicoleGraves) and she offered me atraineeship with Swan Dis-tricts. I was there for eightyears in various roles. Playingfooty and having the oppor-tunity to move up there set meback onto a good road andinfluenced me with some real-ly amazing people.”AFL head of female footballJosh Vanderloo said the mar-quee player rule was a “keyplank” in spreading talentevenly across the eight inaug-ural teams.
“Chelsea is an immense tal-ent on and off the field and hassecured a great role in the AFLCrows’ community develop-ment department,” he said.

Randall’s long route to the top
MARC McGOWAN

LILY Mithen and Liam Hig-gins have been best matesvirtually since birth.When Higgins called thenew 159cm Demon to sug-gest his best friend wore ahelmet in her AFL Women’sdebut, just like Western Bull-dog Caleb Daniel, Mithenwas touched.
“I thought that’s nice, he’sconcerned. I said ‘Liam, it’sfine, I’m used to playingagainst bigger bodies’,” shesaid. “He said ‘No Lil, it’snothing like that — themedia will love it, imagineyou running around with ahelmet on, you’d get so muchmore attention’.” Mithen was quick to laughoff the suggestion, but Hig-gins still backs his judgment.“She certainly doesn’tneed it to protect herself, butit would be funny,” he said.

Mithen will run out forMelbourne against Brisbaneat Casey Fields tomorrowafternoon as part of a newbreed of footballers.Unlike many of her team-mates at the Demons whohad interrupted, disjointedfootball journeys and inmany cases have only just re-turned to the sport, 18-year-old Mithen has been playingsince she was a five-year-oldat Auskick.
Higgins was there thentoo and by her side when sheplayed junior football withthe boys at Newtown & Chil-well Football Netball Club.She quickly made an im-pression.

“She was bottom ageunder-14 … that year she wonthe league best and fairest by

23 votes,” her dad, Anthony,said.
“That was probably theyear that I thought, gee, thisis starting to get a bit moreserious.”

After the under-14s,Mithen was told she could nolonger play with the boys.Luckily Geelong had agirls’ competition and, notwanting to lose its prodigy,Newton moved first.“As soon as I was out ofthe boys, my club said we’llput a girls’ team in,” Mithensaid. “They were always verysupportive being one of theonly girls at the club playing. When they said we wantto keep you around, we’ll puta team together, it was (a re-alisation), ‘This is a prettygood club I’m at’.”Mithen probably shouldwear protective gear — she’s

fearless and not afraid tothrow her body around.Anthony, the TV reporterturned horse breeder, couldtell his daughter would makea gritty footballer after shefell and cracked her tooth ona seesaw at 18 months. There was barely a tear.“I looked and thought thischild is weird, she should bescreaming and howling. Irealised then she was tough,”he said.
Mithen will have between50 and 100 supporters atCasey Fields — there’s talk ofa bus from Geelong too.Of course, Higgins will beamong the throng.It will be a special momentshared between the pair. “To see your best friendfulfil her dream at the age of18 is amazing, really,” he saideliza.sewell@news.com.au

ELIZA SEWELL

Lily Mithen gets a group hug from her dadAnthony, mum Selina, andbest friend Liam Higgins.Picture: JAY TOWN

BE A
TEAM MATE

When it comes to choosing a rewarding new career, it’s not just about who you 

are, but who you’ll be. When you join Victoria Police, you’ll have all the training 

and support you need to be proud of who you are and what you can achieve in 

your community and with your career.

BE A
SAFEGUARD

BE A
ROLE MODEL

NOW 
RECRUITINGpolicecareer.vic.gov.au
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love it. Every time you walk inthey ask when are you playing,what’s happening? They wantto know the ins and outs.”Bailey said every member ofher station who was not rost-ered to work had come to theBulldogs’ practice matchagainst Collingwood last week.“The support we’ve gotfrom everyone has been amaz-ing,” Bailey said. “A lot of themhave never watched women’sfooty before but they absol-utely loved it.”
The dual roles — both teamoriented but with very differ-ent uniforms — have suitedthe pair to a tee.“When I walk into theWhitten Oval, I completelyswitch off from work” Baileysaid. “We just focus on thefooty — it’s probably the bestbalance we can get.“Every day we’ve got train-ing on, I just get really excited. “It’s kind of good to have abit of a release and not talkabout policing. It’s refreshingcoming to the club.”eliza.sewell@news.com.au

ELLIE Blackburn was destined to be a women’s football pioneer.A star midfielder for herVWFL club, 21-year-old Blackburn and Katie Brennan were signed by the Western Bulldogs as marquee players.“I’ve been playing footy forpretty much all my life,” Blackburn said.“I’ve moved from and to acouple of teams just ... because I couldn’t play there 

any longer, whether they folded or there wasn’t a youth girls’ team.
“I’ve had a few (great memories) but probably my favourite one was when I moved across to play footy with my junior footy team, where I played with the boys, at Beaconsfield and we started up a youth girls’ team there.

“We had our first 

induction day the year before and only had about three or four girls show up. Then in training we didn’t have many numbers but by the end of the year the girls came in and it became a real big family club.“In our second year we won the flag and it was a pretty amazing moment knowing we had a lot of new girls in our team and to build that up from scratch, and to win it the way we did, was pretty memorable.”

The youngest of three children, Blackburn developed an early passion for football.
It has always been a familyaffair — from her dad who is still playing locally, and her grandmother, taking her to watch St Kilda every week.Like many, her own careerbegan when her brother and sister started Auskick.“Of course because theydid Auskick, I wanted to do Auskick,” Blackburn said.

But it wasn’t as if she was astar as soon as she picked up the footy.
“It helped a lot when youpractise out the front (of your house) with your dad, brother and sister, and mum occasionally,” she said.“I practised a fair bit — every night after school I was out the front kicking the footy and I’d try and get to training early and practise snap shots at goal.“I did everything I could to

improve and be better at footy.”
When the Bulldogs opentheir AFLW campaign against Fremantle at Whitten Oval tonight, Blackburn will fulfil a wish.

“It was a childhood dreamand it’s something I’ve always been passionate about,” Blackburn said.“I’ve loved footy ever sinceI could remember, so from day dot it’s something I’ve always wanted to be part of.”

DESTINY FULFILLED FOR FOOTY FANATIC BLACKBURN
KATE SALEMME

WHEN police officer CourtneyClarkson found herself chasinga crook this week, she wasthankful for the gruelling pre-season she had just completedwith the Western Bulldogs.By day, and sometimesnight, Clarkson and Bulldogsteammate Laura Bailey are inthe frontline of policing.But for the next sevenweeks — and potentially aneighth, the grand final —they’re also AFLW footballers.Bailey, 24, will play downback for the Bulldogs in theirseason opener against Fre-mantle at Whitten Oval to-night while Clarkson, 25, hasbeen named as an emergency.Clarkson said improved fit-ness since being drafted washelping her on and off the field.“Running around herethree nights a week definitelyhelps chasing those offendersthat run off on us,” Clarksonsaid. “They normally stop forus, but when they do, it’s goodto have the fitness behind you.”Bailey has played footballfor three years at local level.Clarkson played as a juniorand returned to the game in re-cent years.
Both are fulltime police offi-cers but haven’t missed a beaton the track as Victoria Policeallowed flexible working timesto accommodate their trainingand match commitments. “Work’s been really goodaround shift times,” Clarksonsaid. “(My colleagues) they

Force with the DogsELIZA SEWELL

Laura Bailey and Courtney Clarkson will juggle 
demanding careers as police officers with playing footy. Picture: WAYNE 
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VIDEO SPECIALBULLDOGS ON THE BEAT OUT WEST
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FIRST CHOICE LIQUOR SUPPORTS RESPONSIBLE  ENJOYMENT OF ALCOHOL

Prices apply 04/02/17 to 07/02/17, unless sold out. Retail limits apply. All save statements are based on regular shelf prices. All wine, sparkling and champagne bottles are 750mL unless otherwise stated. Price available on products purchased in the 

multiples specified. No further discount. Advertised prices include the % off discount. Not all products or offers are available online. Promotional prices do not apply to products reduced to clear. *Show us a lower price on an identical stocked item at a 

competitor premises within 10km and in the same state, and First Choice will beat the price. Terms and exclusions apply, see in store or www.firstchoiceliquor.com.au 
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AN ALL-STAR 
AMERICAN 
LINE-UP

GET READY FOR THE GAME
FEBRUARY 6TH

Miller Chill Prem Bottles 24x330mL

$43
CASE (24)

$22
PACK (4)

Ole Smoky  Moonshine  White Lightnin’ 750mL

$58EA

$57EA

Jack 
Daniel’s 
American 
Serve & 
Cola or 
Dry Cans 
4x250mL

Jack Daniel’s  Tennessee Whiskey 1 Litre

1 LITRE
EQUATES TO 

$39.90 
PER 700ML

Budweiser 
Bottles 

24x355mL

$45
CASE (24)

Coors 
Bottles 

24x330mL

$44
CASE (24)

74, 75, 76, 77 & 78 

Adult $210 Concession $147Junior $84Family $612 (2/4) $516 (2/2)MEMBER PACKStickers, year’s membership badge, season guide, Inside Carlton magazine, fixture magnet, free Northern Blues Visy Park game entry, Carlton Shop discounts, breaking news/team selection emails, voting rights (18+), choice of hat/scarf/beanie, two GA tickets or donation back to club. CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIPNon-game True Blue $60. Member pack.AFLW
Gamechangers Membership: $100 (incl three men’s home games), $200 (incl inaugural Gamechangers scarf designed by marquee player Darcy Vescio and a message of support, access to three men’s home games). OTHER

Those who become a Carlton Direct member can win a trip to Italy.

 WOMEN LEAD THE CHARGE 
AFLW inspires a spike in footy memberships W OMEN’S

memberships areproving popular asAFL clubs work toboost their numbers ahead of the 2017 season.The eight clubs with AFLWteams have women’s memberships. Melbourne has already sold out of its 500 women’s team foundation memberships at $250 a pop.Some clubs are charging twice as much as others for junior memberships, but adult general admission tickets remain good value across the board.
Junior home membershipcosts range from Richmond $45, Brisbane $50, GWS $54 to Collingwood $80, Geelong $80, Carlton $84 and Gold Coast $105. 

The cheapest adult 11-gamehome general admission memberships are Essendon ($180), Brisbane ($185) and Port Adelaide ($190). The priciest are Adelaide ($250), Sydney ($230) and Geelong ($220).
New this year are the 

AFLW memberships, a range of customised cards and flexi-memberships.
Adelaide has a free “We FlyAs One” membership and Gold Coast is giving members access to the round 8 Shanghaigame against Port Adelaide — if they fly to China. All club members with game access receive free entry to their team’s JLT Community Series pre-season matches. AFLW game entry is free unless combined with a men’s pre-season match.Memberships are officiallycounted if a member has a name, personal contact details, has paid more than $50, received a membership pack and is supported by a retention strategy. 

AFL Fans Association president Gerry Eeman said it was great to see many clubs keeping prices affordable.“Members remain the lifeblood of clubs,” he said. “No members, no clubs.”cheryl.critchley@news.com.au

CHERYL CRITCHLEY
CARLTON
carltonfc.com.au 

COLLINGWOODcollingwoodfc.com.au 

READ THE FINE PRINT■ Game access members get free entry to their team’s JLT Community Series pre-season games.■ AFLW games are free unless combined with a men’s pre-season game.■ 11-game home membership is general admission (GA) and subject to capacity.■ Most Victorian junior GA memberships admit to local home and away games, subject to capacity.■ Children must be under 15 on January 1, 2017. ■ Youth is generally aged 15-17 on January 1, 2017.■ Family membership = adults/children.■ All memberships include a personalised card.■ Most memberships include weeks 1-3 finals ticket priority, if your team participates.■ Membership packs are generally the basic adult pack — some packages may differ.
■ Publications are generally one per household.■ A Grand Final guarantee means guaranteed access to purchase a ticket should your team participate.

ESSENDONessendonfc.com.au 

Adult $215Concession $150 (youth $120)Junior $75Family $440 (2/2)MEMBER PACKDigital content, 10% Bulldogs Shop discount, Bulldogs magazine, choice of scarf, cap or beanie.CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIPNon-game Sideline $60: Member pack and benefits. AFLW
Women’s member $50: $10 Bulldogs Shop voucher and 10% discount, certificate, Bulldogs magazine, member emails and offers.OTHER

Women’s foundation ambassador members ($250) will have their name on a board in the AFLW’s change rooms and an exclusive event. New Ballarat memberships (starting at $75 for adults) include round 22 reserved seats. 

WESTERN BULLDOGSwesternbulldogs.com.au 

NORTH MELBOURNEnmfc.com.au 
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Adult $195Concession $135Junior $80 Family $395 (2/4)MEMBER PACKLanyard, years of service scarf, stickers, member forum invitation, online content, exclusive weekly email video content, two In Black and White magazines, merchandise discounts. CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIP$60 Magpie Insider: lanyard, sticker, scarf, cap, exclusive weekly email video content, two In Black and White magazines, merchandise discounts. AFLW
$60 existing members/$90 new members. Includes a lanyard, sticker, player meet-and-greet function and lapel pin.

OTHER
Three-game membership now includes four games. New dual AFL/netball membership includes three games for both sides.

Adult $180Concession $120Junior $65Family $490 (2/4), $457.50 (2/3) $425 (2/2)MEMBER PACKLanyard, sticker, lapel pin, choice of cap, scarf or sports towel, thrice-weekly emails, club news, partner offers, voting rights (18+), member pack, Bomber magazine, 10% Bomber Shop discount. CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIPEssendon Insider $60: No games, member pack and benefits. 
OTHER

Memberships with sixgames or morequalify for a $55Grand Finalguarantee. Adultmembers canchoose either ahat, scarf orsport towel.

Adult $215Concession $155Junior $60Family $460 (2/4)MEMBER PACKAccess to Hobart home games, 10% Roo Shop discount, lanyard and ticket wallet, bumper sticker, fixture magnet, choice of cap or scarf. CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIPShinboner Spirit $60: Member pack and benefits, one North Melbourne home game at Etihad Stadium. 
OTHER
Members on a payment plan can choose from Jack Ziebell, Robbie Tarrant, Todd Goldstein or Ben Brown on their card for free; other members can do so for $5. The club app will offer more game-day experiences this year. 

Footy fans show their true colours (above); Western Bulldog Marcus Bontempelli helps kick his team to victory in last year’s Grand Final against the Sydney Swans (right). Main picture: DAVID CAIRD

 WOMEN LEAD THE CHARGE 

RICHMONDrichmondfc.com.au

ST KILDA
saints.com.au 

MELBOURNEmelbournefc.com.au HAWTHORNhawthornfc.com.au 

GEELONG
geelongcats.com.au 
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Adult $215Concession $149 (youth $109)Junior $65Family $475 (2/4)MEMBER PACKSticker, lanyard fixture magnet, scarf (optional), season guide (March) and yearbook (December), weekly email updates, 10% Demon Shop discount, free entry to Casey Demons homegames, voting rights (18+), women’s team membership. CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIPArmchair $75: membership pack, one-off 40% off DemonShop voucher, free ticket to one Melbourne home game, option to purchase digital AFL life pass. AFLW
Women’s team membership $75: Member pack, women’s team scarf, access to Melbourne’s AFLW games. foundation memberships (500 x $250) sold out. OTHER

Customise membership cards from a range of players for $5.

Adult $193Concession $137 (youth $101)Junior $61Family $431 (2/4)MEMBER PACKLanyard and card wallet, sticker sheet, fixture magnet, 10% Hawks Nest online discount, bring a friend free to one MCG home game, choice of scarf or cap. CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIPThree-game GA: Entry to three Melbourne home or replacement games, opportunity to bring a friend for free to one MCG home game of your choice. OTHER
Members can choose between a loyalty scarf or a loyalty cap, and bring a friend for free to one MCG home game.

Adult $210 Concession $140 (youth $105) Junior $60Family $440 (2/4)MEMBER PACKLanyard, stickers, loyalty pin, PVC bag, voting rights and choice of scarf, cap or charity donation.
CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIPNon-game Saints supporter $60: member pack, Crest reward program, email updates, member events, voting rights (18+), Saints Locker merchandise discounts. OTHER

Passed 32,000 members in January for the first time. New 11-game flexi-membership: 11 GA home game tickets to use or share with friends. General admission home (9 Etihad Stadium home games/2 replacement games). 

Adult $220Concession $140 (youth $110)Junior $80Family $440 (2/4)MEMBER PACKFree pre-season game entry, news and offers, 10% Cats Shop discount, scarf, lanyard,sticker, fixture magnet. CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIPNon-game membership $55: News and offers, 10% Cats Shop discount, scarf, lanyard, sticker, fixture magnet.
OTHER
Exclusive member scarf posted with every membership pack for the first time.

Adult $199Concession $129Junior $45Family $398 (2/4)MEMBER PACKReward and recognition program, club and coach emails, stickers, lanyard, fixture magnet, choice of cap or scarf.CHEAPEST ADULT MEMBERSHIPAlannah & Madeline Foundation $50: GA admission for one home game, member pack. Proceeds to AMF.
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MELBOURNE DEMONS
AFL WOMEN’S 2017 SQUAD 

2 MEG DOWNIE 

3 EMMA HUMPHRIES

4 KAREN PAXMAN

5 ELISE O’DEA

6 DAISY PEARCE (CAPTAIN)

7 DEANNA BERRY

8 SARAH LAMPARD

9 ALYSSA MIFSUD

10 SARAH JOLLY

11 LAURA DURYEA

12 SHELLEY SCOTT

13 KATHERINE SMITH

14 LILY MITHEN

15 LAUREN PEARCE

16 ALIESHA NEWMAN

18 MEL HICKEY

19 JASMINE GRIERSON

20 PEPA RANDALL

21 HARRIET CORDNER

23 STEPHANIE DE BORTOLI

24 BROOKE PATTERSON

25 MADDIE BOYD

28 JESSICA ANDERSON

30 RICHELLE CRANSTON

35 CAT PHILLIPS

36 AINSLIE KEMP

44 MIA-RAE CLIFFORD
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WESTERN BULLDOGS
–  BACK ROW – 

LIBBY BIRCH, COURTNEY CLARKSON, 

LISA WILLIAMS, ELLYSE GAMBLE, 

LAURA BAILEY, BAILEY HUNT, 

MEG McDONALD, HAYLEY WILDES, 

REBECCA NEAVES, BROOKE 

LOCHLAND, LAUREN SPARK 

– CENTRE ROW – 

HANNAH SCOTT, LAUREN 

MORECROFT, KIRSTEN McLEOD, 

JAIMEE LAMBERT, KATIE BRENNAN (c), 

ROMY TIMMINS, KIRSTY LAMB, 

EMMA KEARNEY, TIARNA ERNST 

–  FRONT ROW – 

AASTA O’CONNOR, 

KATE TYNDALL, ELLIE BLACKBURN, 

JESS GARDNER, ANGELICA GOGOS, 

NICOLE CALLINAN, KIMBERLEY EBB
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Priceline and  
iSelect wanted to 
make a statement 
of their support of 

AFLW and leverage 
their sponsorships.
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Proudly getting behind a club
that’s getting it right.
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Proudly getting behind a club
that’s getting it right.



CROWD PLEASER 
People began to realise the significance  

of what they were witnessing.



Pages 6, 7, 51, 82, 83 and back cover

Sunday Herald Sun Editorial 
saluted players and the AFL for 
what they are doing with the 
AFLW competition.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2017
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LOCKOUT crowds and extraordinary TV ratings have forced footy bosses to consider moving the 2017 AFL Women’s grand final to the MCG.Now on the cards is a double-header of the first AFLW grand final then the Essendon and Hawthorn Round 1 clash at the ’G on March 25.Western Bulldogs vice-presidentSusan Alberti said she would “definitely” support a women’s league MCG grand final, and believes it will happen.When asked if the final should bemoved to the MCG, she said: “Yes, definitely. Why not? It will be interest in women’s football.”Following the success of its opening round, Ms Alberti also believes more teams will be added to the AFLW next season. AFL general manager of game and market development Simon Lethlean confirmed the prospect of playing the AFLW showpiece before Essendon’s banned players return from their drug suspension was under serious consideration, depending on who the women’s finalists are.
It comes as the Whitten Oval waspacked last night, as long queues formed with thousands of fans desperate to watch the Western Bulldogs take on Fremantle.AFL Fans Association presidentGerry Eeman said of the AFLW grand final: “If it can get Etihad or the MCG that’s a great outcome. I think it would be great if it (the women’s league) stood firmly and proudly on its own.”It seems certain that if two Melbourne teams make the AFLW grand final, the game would be played before the Bombers and Hawks kick off their seasons, which would further enhance what is already a tantalising fixture.“We’ve got two or three optionsto consider,” Lethlean said yesterday.“I don’t think we want to host a game where we will be turning people away, so obviously the MCG 

is open on the Saturday afternoon. We have Essendon and Hawthorn on that night. The women’s game is slated for 1pm or 2pm, so there is a three-hour window where the game could be played (at the same venue).”The rethink follows Friday night’slockout inaugural clash which saw more than 24,000 fans cram into Ikon Park, and a further 2000 turned away at the gates.More than 1.1 million people around Australia — and a peak audience of 551,000 in Melbourne — watched the match free-to-air at home, and another 123,000 tuned in on Fox Footy.
AFL chief executive Gill McLachlan labelled the first AFLW match as having “already exceeded our expectations”, with the television audience equating to Friday night matches during the season.The league elected to open gatesearly for last night’s clash between the Western Bulldogs and Fremantle at Whitten Oval.Hundreds queued outside Thebarton Oval three hours prior to gates opening for yesterday’s clash between Adelaide and Greater Western Sydney. Etihad Stadium is almost certainly out of the picture for the March 25 AFLW finale, with the 4.35pm twilight match between St Kilda and Melbourne not leaving enough time for back-to-back matches.

But Ikon Park remains an option,particularly if an interstate team makes it through, as well as a chance it could yet be played interstate.There has already been talk thatthe kick-off to the 2017 premiership season — starting with Richmond and Carlton on March 23 — could challenge the AFL’s Round 1 attendance record.FULL REPORT: Sport, 86 

GLENN MCFARLANE, GILBERT GARDINER, LAUREN WOOD AND JOHN MASANAUSKAS 

HOW WOMEN   WON WEST

OPINION: WE WON’T BE LEFT ON 
THE SIDELINES ANYMORE, PAGE 49

Top crowd for Dogs             and Dockers debutwith now Bulldogs captainKatie Brennan two years ago.“If she can do it, I want to doit, too,” she said.Ms Brooks said it wouldtake time for the women’sgame to grow, but was confi-dent it was on the up.“Hopefully we can fill outthe MCG one day,” she said. She said the Bulldogs werethe only team for her. “It’s been sort of a familything. My dad has supportedthe Bulldogs and everyone on

my dad’s side of the family hassupported the Bulldogs.”Jessica, 9, said it was timefor the spotlight to be shone onthe women after so much focuson the men’s game.“I just like how you cantackle and how you can ... kicka goal sometimes,” said Jessica,who started playing in Cold-stream last year. Jessica has followed hermum’s lead to be a Bulldogsfan. “It’s just in my blood,” shesaid.

MCG push for AFLW grand final

The Sunday Herald Sun salutes these players and the AFL for all they have done and will do for the girls and women of this state.
PAGE 51

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY DAVID SHINER
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MEDIA PARTNERS

OFFICIAL SPONSOR

NOW PLAYING IN THE AIR-CONDITIONED BIG TOPFLEMINGTON RACECOURSE

“Cirque du Soleil at its best”  HERALD SUN  

PERFECT VALENTINE’S GIFT!GREAT SEATS STILL AVAILABLE

06 NEWS heraldsun.com.au
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Mall victim’s face repeatedly slashed A MAN found fatally injuredin a suburban shopping centrecarpark had “repeated slash-ings” on his face. Police have only confirmedhe sustained serious head in-juries after being found in frontof a lift at the Westfield Don-caster complex early on Fri-day. 
It has been suggested thevictim was known to police butinvestigators won’t commenton the case.

A Victoria Police spokes-woman said: “The investiga-tion is ongoing.”After being cordoned off bypolice on Friday, the carparkhas since reopened, but many

shopping centre workers wereon alert yesterday.Barber shop worker GrantGreenland said the centre wasunusually deserted when hecame to work on Friday.“It’s very creepy to knowsomething like that has hap-pened right here where I workand we all have very little in-formation of what happened,”he said.
Police have not releasedany details of the victim.Anyone with information isurged to call Crime Stopperson 1800 333 000 or visit crime-stoppersvic.com.au.

ANNA-LENA JANZEN 

Sir snub riles BecksDAMNING emails have revealed David Beckham used charity work as part of adesperate campaign to win a knighthood.
In a series of bombshell leaks, the soccer legend branded the honours committee “unappreciative c----” and dismissed lower awards, ranting, “unless it’s a knighthood f--- off”, reported The Sun.It has also been claimed Beckham moaned that his involvement in a tax avoidance scheme was hampering his chances and he raged when British singer Katherine Jenkins was handed an OBE. One of his closest adviserseven said his work with UNICEF and other good 

causes had “a halo effect” for the 41-year-old.The cache of leaked messages between Beckham, who holds an OBE, and his aides revealed the concerted efforts to win favour with the public.Messages also suggest hebacked the “stay” campaign in the 2014 Scottish referendum to appeal to “the establishment”.

Foxtel fights backFOXTEL has threatened to take legal action against a boxing fan who streamed the big fight between Danny Green and Anthony Mundine live on Facebook.Darren Sharpe attractedmore than 150,000 viewers on his Facebook live stream, who all avoided spending money to watch the highly anticipated bout on Foxtel’s pay-per-view channel.The pay TV company located his and other live Facebook streams, as well as pirate versions shared on YouTube and Periscope to allow fans to watch for free, and cut them off.Foxtel chief Peter Tonagh,pictured, vowed to take “appropriate legal action” against those involved.

“The incident ... is not justtheft. It is a threat to the future viability of live events such as boxing and to the sustainability of the content industry generally,” he said.While Facebook did not appear to try to stop the live video streams, Foxtel and Main Event tracked down account holders streaming the fight and revoked their TV subscriptions.

HOW WOMEN   WON WEST
A STAGGERING 100 newwomen’s footy teams are ex-pected to start up in Victoria’ssuburban and regional leaguesthis year.

The impact of AFLWomen’s is such that the num-ber of women playing Aussierules is expected to nudge10,000 for the first time.With the inaugural AFLWseason under way, AFL Victor-ia is preparing for a flood ofnew women’s teams, pushingthe total beyond 450.An unprecedented 9354women played club football in2016 — a 41 per cent rise on theprevious year. 
Last year more than 4600female Auskick participantshoned their skills at footygrounds around Victoria.No longer just a maledomain, the number of dedi-cated female teams last yeargrew 40 per cent to 355 squadsacross all age groups.Youth club teams grew by48 per cent to 215, while thenumber of junior clubs in-creased 22 per cent, to 75. Senior club numbers wereup 30 per cent, to 65.Eager to give girls an oppor-tunity, Forest Hill Junior Foot-ball Club executives weretypical in deciding to see ifthey could get enough num-bers to field their first femaleteam this season. Instead, theyended up with two teams. Club president DominicSherlock said: “We knew it wasgrowing in popularity and sowe said let’s have a crack. Butall of a sudden there is so muchinterest we’re going to havetwo teams.’’

He said growth in the gameamong women and girls in theEastern Football League hadbeen “phenomenal’’.EDITORIAL, PAGE 51

PETER ROLFE

The girls’ game is 
exploding

Top crowd for Dogs             and Dockers debut
THOUSANDS of fans spilt outof the stands at a packed AFLWomen’s showdown betweenthe Western Bulldogs and Fre-mantle Dockers last night. Footy fans jammed intoWhitten Oval hours before the7.40pm kick-off, with puntersoverflowing on to the grassaround the venue, having ear-lier formed a queue thatsnaked for hundreds of metresaround the stadium.Elkie Brooks, 20, was full ofexcitement.

JOHN POWER
“I love women’s footy,” shesaid.
“I hope to play alongsidethem one day, and I just thinkit’s great that females get to fi-nally have the chance to playAFL just like the guys do.”The footy fan, who travelsfrom her home in Torquaytwice a week to train with VUWestern Spurs in Footscray,said she got into the sport aftermeeting and getting a photo

Fans out in force for the Western Bulldogs v Fremantle (main and inset); first goal to Kristen McLeod (left); siblings Chloe and Samuel before that game (below right). Pictures: ROB LEESON and WAYNE LUDBEY
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SCOREBOARD RANK

6 2 4 4 16 10 6 192 62
4

7 8 2 1 2 106 0 0 1 3 89 135 135

K.Donnellan
7 3 3 4 17 12 5 227 53

2
10 6 9 1 0 20 0 0 0 0 72 121 121

B.Smith
4 3 1 1 9 7 2 226 33

3
6 3 6 2 1 95 0 0 0 1 90 107 107

E.Antonio
4 5 1 5 15 11 4 279 53

5
7 7 7 2 0 181 0 0 0 2 91 100 100

D.Hooker
3 1 2 5 11 4 7 125 73

1
4 4 3 0 2 115 0 0 1 1 87 97 97

G.Houghton
2 3 3 2 10 4 6 82 50

2
5 6 3 0 1 43 0 0 0 0 62 91 91

S.Cain 1 3 1 0 5 3 2 95 80
1

4 2 2 0 1 125 0 0 0 0 83 89 89

H.Miller
3 0 0 2 5 3 2 62 80

0
3 2 1 0 1 84 1 0 0 1 62 79 79

M.Caulfield
5 0 2 2 9 6 3 131 67

1
3 6 2 0 1 32 0 0 0 1 88 77 77

T.Haynes
2 1 3 2 8 5 3 140 62

2
4 6 1 0 0 164 0 0 0 1 71 70 70

B.Green
2 0 4 0 6 5 1 69 67

3
1 3 3 1 0 51 0 0 0 0 85 63 63

C.Davidson
2 2 2 1 7 7 0 137 71

4
2 4 1 0 0 61 0 0 0 1 82 63 63

K.Bentley
1 1 1 2 5 2 3 42 60

1
3 2 2 1 0 31 0 1 1 2 81 60 60

A.Lavell
1 2 0 0 3 3 0 113 67

1
1 3 1 0 0 122 0 0 0 1 84 45 45

T.Bresland
2 3 1 0 6 5 1 74 33

1
2 4 2 0 1 112 0 1 0 1 90 44 44

L.Filocamo
2 2 2 1 7 5 2 233 57

1
2 3 0 0 4 102 0 1 0 1 83 41 41

G.O'Sullivan
2 0 2 0 4 4 0 122 75

0
3 1 1 0 0 30 0 0 0 0 57 34 34

D.Okely 3 2 0 0 5 3 2 91 0
1

3 2 1 0 0 00 0 2 0 2 43 29 29

S.Barr 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 3 0
1

2 0 2 1 0 40 0 0 0 0 19 29 29

A.Chuot
2 0 1 1 4 2 2 94 75

0
0 4 0 0 0 50 0 0 0 0 85 17 17

A.Sharp
0 1 1 0 2 1 1 20 0

1
1 1 1 1 0 10 0 0 0 0 39 11 11

T.Golisano
0 0 1 0 1 0 1 -1 0

0
1 0 0 0 0 50 0 0 0 0 32 9 9

T.Angel

2 7 2 5 16 10 6 270 56
4

6 10 1 0 1 6 2 1 3 7 100 194 194

K.Brennan

10

8 6 5 4 23 14 9 355 48
2

12 10 3 1 6 1 0 0 1 3 84 148 148

E.Kearney

3

2 1 2 1 6 2 4 27 83
0

5 1 3 0 0 4 0 0 1 1 70 145 145

T.Ernst

6

4 1 2 2 9 3 6 112 89
1

5 5 4 1 2 3 0 0 0 1 100 114 114

B.Hunt

4

1 2 2 4 9 6 3 225 67
1

4 5 0 0 0 5 1 2 0 4 86 111 111

K.McLeod

12

1 5 4 3 13 8 5 198 62
0

7 4 2 0 6 5 0 0 0 3 71 108 108

B.Lochland

11

3 1 3 3 10 5 5 150 60
2

2 9 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 2 79 104 104

J.Lambert

10

4 2 1 1 8 6 2 272 62
1

4 4 4 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 91 103 103

H.Scott

2

2 3 4 3 12 10 2 203 25
2

5 5 2 1 2 2 1 1 0 3 85 102 102

E.Blackburn

5

2 2 2 3 9 4 5 68 56
0

5 5 3 0 2 6 0 0 1 2 76 91 91

J.Gardner

8

1 1 2 1 5 2 3 39 80
2

3 2 1 0 0 3 1 0 0 4 86 85 85

A.O'Connor

7

2 2 1 1 6 4 2 101 83
0

5 1 4 0 1 2 0 0 1 1 54 80 80

H.Wildes

4

0 2 5 1 8 6 2 113 50
0

7 1 1 0 3 2 0 1 0 1 42 72 72

A.Gogos

9

2 1 1 1 5 0 5 14 60
0

5 0 3 0 1 3 0 0 1 1 70 67 67

K.Tyndall

7

0 3 3 2 8 6 2 176 50
2

2 6 2 1 1 3 0 1 0 2 41 66 66

R.Neaves

5

4 1 1 1 7 5 2 147 43
1

3 3 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 84 64 64

L.Spark

6

1 1 3 5 10 4 6 171 60
0

2 9 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 70 54 54

N.Callinan

6

1 2 0 5 8 5 3 105 50
0

6 2 5 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 70 52 52

L.Birch

3

0 2 2 1 5 3 2 49 60
3

1 4 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 87 48 48

E.Gamble

6

3 1 2 1 7 6 1 137 29
0

5 2 1 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 39 39 39

K.Lamb

4

2 0 0 0 2 1 1 42 100
0

0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 37 25 25

L.Williams

2

3 1 0 0 4 0 4 -22 75
0

2 2 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 78 19 19

L.Bailey

4

TOTALS
48 47 47 48 190

57 9296
21

80110 2952
46

59306
86

DIFFERENCE -7

394

1516-4-41522
-14

1
26834161213

25

TOTALS
55 34 35 32 156

56 77 35

54102 2558
50

441410
61

74

DIFFERENCE 7

-394

-15-1644-15-22
14

-1
-26-8-34-16-12-13

-2-5

HITOUTS             (ADV)

WB
FRE

33 (9)
14 (1)

Ernst
19 (6) O'Connor 9 (1)

Houghton 13 (1) Chuot
1 (0)

FREES TOT D50 MID F50

FRE
WB

117
10 1

10 6
7 2

IN50s 1 2 3 4 TOT

WB
FRE

8 6 9 5 28

3 4 3 5 15

FWD HALF % TIME MARK I50 TACK I50 % GOAL I50

WB
FRE

60% 7 13 21%

40% 3 2 7%

SOURCE KICK IN STOPPAGE TURNOVER

WB
FRE

0.0.0 1.2.8 5.6.36

0.0.0 0.0.0 1.6.12

SHOTS Acc % Exp

WB
FRE

17 35 62

8 12 31

Act
44
12

30% below season average

Disposals, Metres, Contested,

Uncontested, Tot Ranking

30% above season average

Disposals, Metres, Contested,

Uncontested, Tot Ranking

Metres: Metres gained; Disp Eff%: Disposal efficiency; Intercepts: Possessions won from the opposition; Inter. Marks: Marks from opposition

kicks; Assists: Goal/Behind assists; Involvements: Involvements in scoring chains; ToG%:  Match time on ground; Ave: Season averages; Shots:

Includes missed shots; Exp: Expected scores based on shot types; Act:  Actual scores;

5+ KPI
Intercept Marks,

Clearances, Goals, Assists10+ KPI
Qtr disposals, Intercepts,

Tackles, Involvements

runs riot
3 EMMA KEARNEY

2 ELLIE BLACKBURN

1  KATIE BRENNAN

PLAYER OF
THE YEAR

ELIZA SEWELL’S BEST

6POINT 
SPECIAL

WITH ELIZA SEWELL

THE NUMBERS 

24,500, 9250 and 10,100.

That’s 43,850 for the first 

three games of the opening 

round of the AFLW.

There’s Melbourne v 

Brisbane Lions to go today 

at Casey Fields, which has 

a capacity of 10,000. 

Could the AFLW break 

the 50,000 barrier?

RISK-TAKERS
The Bulldogs have players 

willing to take risks, and they 

link up well.

Emma Kearney’s run and 

carry broke open the game.

She took on her opponent, 

created opportunities and 

was still running at game’s 

end. A single-handed pick up 

where she fed the ball to 

Brooke Lochland late in 

the game was one of her 

signature moves.

Smart midfielder-small 

forward Jamie Lambert 

showed great pace and is 

a good kick. Ellie Blackburn 

finds the ball and delivers it 

well, with her snap goal in 

the third a bonus.

Kirsten McLeod was lively 

and has great pace.

KATIE BRENNAN 

Brennan didn’t kick a bag 

and was well held by Ebony 

Antonio early, but she still 

managed to be one of the 

most influential players on 

the ground. The marquee 

forward hurt her ankle just 

nine days ago but showed no 

obvious signs of it last night.

While Antonio did the job 

early, delivery into attack 

was also an issue.

She had two clever goal 

assists — a deft tap out of the 

contest that created Jamie 

Lambert’s running goal that 

gave the Bulldogs a six-point 

quarter-time lead, and a toe 

poke out to Ellie Blackburn 

in the third that delivered the 

Bulldogs their fifth.

She kicked her first AFLW 

goal after a contested mark 

over Brianna Green in the 

second term and her second 

from a set shot in the last.

AS GOOD AS GAME 1?

This game was more open 

than Friday night. There 

were still stacks of stoppages 

and both teams put a player 

behind the ball at times, but 

the ball moved quicker.

There was end-to-end 

play and spread. It was 

a possession game, 

highlighting the skill of 

these highly fancied teams 

who weren’t afraid to chip 

it around. 
But it was still a scrap. The 

Dockers kicked 1.6 for the 

match, four in the space of 

a couple of minutes in the 

second term. In such short 

games, it’s too costly.

The Dogs weren’t much 

better. They were 4.0, but 

a third quarter where they 

scored 1.6 sullied that.

The Dogs play a smart game 

and are super-fit.

VILLAIN TO HERO

Aasta O’Connor was having 

a nightmare at fullback.

She kicked a 50m bomb 

straight into the hands of a 

Fremantle player; she was 

just lucky Stacey Barr failed 

to convert. Only moments 

later she was in the back 

pocket and kicked the ball 

out on the full.

Coach Paul Groves moved 

her to full-forward in the 

third term, and it was a 

masterstroke. The game 

opened up, her strength in 

a marking contest shone, and 

she kicked her first goal.

She could have had another 

when Stephanie Cain kicked 

across the defensive goal and

she almost marked the ball, 

but she spilt it and it dribbled 

over the goal line. Groves 

also put her in her preferred 

position ruck in 

the last quarter.

TRAVEL FACTOR

Fremantle was an early flag 

favourite, but the Dockers 

couldn’t get the points in 

their first trip to Melbourne.

They were fast early, but 

faded and were overrun and 

overworked by the Bulldogs.

The Dockers still have to 

travel to Sydney and 

Melbourne again in their 

remaining six home-and-

away games. 
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Bulldogs captain Katie 
Brennan hugs teammate 
Lauren Spark after kicking 
one of her two goals at 
Whitten Oval last night. 
Picture: WAYNE LUDBEY

EQUAL TO 
THE TASK

REPORTS PAGES 82-83

ANYTHING THE BULLDOG BOYS CAN DO, THE WOMEN  

TEEN’S  
RACE DATE 
WITH BOLT

TOMIC HITS 
BACK AT 
HEWITT

PAGE 87

PAGES 78-79

PAGE 86

LEADER OF THE PACK
HOWSON HOLDS FROOME AT BAY

MUNDINE
‘I WAS 

ROBBED’
PAGE 87

Bulldogs  6.8  44 

Fremantle 1.6  12

ROUND 1

CAN DO BETTER (WELL, ALMOST)

Sunday

MAKE YOUR 
COMEBACK

IN 2017!

Glenn lost 51kg
Troy lost 40.5kg

JOIN MERV ON HIS QUEST 
TO LOSE THE BEER 

GUT WITHOUT LOSING 
ALL THE BEERS!

 Quick & Easy
 High in protein & tastes great
 Only $2 a meal

Cricketing Legend Merv Hughes
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Young Roos in impressive hit-out

NORTH Melbourne’s future 

was on show yesterday as 

the club’s next generation 

staked its claims for Round 1.

The Kangaroos are set to

blood a host of young talent 

in 2017 after last year’s 

clean-out and the early signs 

were positive in a practice 

match against VFL affiliate 

Werribee at Arden St Oval.

Young tall Ben McKay 

showed plenty up forward, 

kicking three goals and 

marking everything in an 

impressive display after hip 

surgery in the off-season.

But it was Bulldogs recruit

Nathan Hrovat who stamped 

himself as one to watch with 

17 disposals and four goals 

through the midfield and 

half-forward.
“I feel like this is my first

pre-season where I’ve 

completed the full one, 

previously I’ve had a few 

injury issues,” Hrovat said.

“Hopefully I can fill the 

void of a few of the guys that 

have left.”
After two years ruined by

injury, Ed Vickers-Willis was 

solid in defence, while 198cm 

key forward prospect Nick 

Larkey kicked one goal.

Shaun Higgins showed no

signs of the knee injury that 

ruined his 2016 season with 

28 touches and two goals, 

while Ben Cunnington (20 

disposals), Jamie Macmillan 

(27) and Trent Dumont (25) 

were prolific.
New captain Jack Ziebell

collected 23 disposals and 

kicked two goals.

But it wasn’t all positive

for North, with youngsters 

Declan Mountford and Cam 

Zurhaar involved in a head 

clash in the third quarter.

Neither player took any 

further part in the match.

BEN HIGGINS

LAUREN WOOD

noise of more than

24,000 people was

beyond what any of

them had experi-

enced in their days

playing women’s Aus-

tralian rules. 

“Before the game, I

rallied the girls together

and said ‘girls, you will not

be able to hear each other

from two metres away to-

night — use your body lan-

guage and your arms’,” she

said. 
“I think we did that really

well. It paid off.

“It was just about keeping

that composure and keeping it

going for the four quarters. 

“I think we executed it real-

ly well. It’s always going to be

some room for improvement. 

“I think it’s a really exciting

time for us.”

Just as Davey and her team-

mates gathered in the change-

rooms to sing the song for a

second time on Friday night —

the first being on the ground as

part of a league-wide initiative

for the women’s game —

someone yelled “seven more

(wins) to go”. 

It is a sentiment not lost on

the defender. 

“We wouldn’t be here play-

ing if they didn’t want to get to

a premiership,” Davey said.

“That’s obviously one of our

goals, but we’ve got to just go

week-by-week, otherwise that

is not going to be achievable.”

lauren.wood@news.com.au

Footy 
No.1 

for 
Davey 

Matildas in past

CARLTON gun Bri Davey is

“in for the long haul”. 

The former Matildas goal-

keeper, 22, gathered an

impressive 26 disposals and

kicked a goal in Friday night’s

convincing 35-point AFLW

win over Collingwood at Ikon

Park.
Despite her stint on the

pitch — albeit fruitful, repre-

senting Australia — Davey

said Australian rules, which

then had no visible pathway,

was always her “chosen sport”

and she was overwhelmed by

the experience of Friday

night’s lockout. 

And she said it would now

take a lot to drag her away. 

“The AFL has done an

incredible job,” Davey said.

“It looks like I’m in for the

long haul. Hopefully, anyway.”

The showing landed the

marquee player among Carl-

ton’s best, but — in typical

team player style — she was

quick to turn the spotlight onto

her teammates. 

“I’m pretty happy person-

ally, but it’s easy when you’ve

got a great team around you

providing the footy but also

having your back,” she said. 

“It’s a tough gig, defence,

but it’s also very rewarding. I

love it.”
Davey took the opportunity

to address her teammates pre-

game and, drawing on her

Matildas experience, warned

them of what was to come

once they got out on the

ground. 
As she had predicted, the

Brianna Davey thanks the big 

crowd after the game on 

Friday night; Collingwood’s 

Amelia Barden (bottom right) 

is tackled by Blues Katie 

Loynes (left), Laura Attard 

(centre) and Lauren Arnell 

(right), and (bottom left) 

Magpie Sophie Casey brings 

down Carlton’s Lauren 

Brazzale. Pictures: GETTY 

IMAGES, AAP

runforthekids.com.au
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OUR new night court appears to be yet another public relations exercise to calm our anger (“Night court until 9”, SHS, Jan 29). Typically, they couldn’t deliver.Will a simple solution ever popinto a ministerial brain? Lock up these thugs; then they can wait until a magistrate is available. Make it simple: if police opposebail, it is refused. If it takes a 

week or a month, too bad. At least they won’t be on the streets.Years ago, in charge of a highschool, I did things that today would see me reprimanded. It was enforcing discipline. It made life difficult for a few children, but benefited the majority. We did with children what the law should be doing now: protect the majority to the detriment of the 

few. There is a line, beyond which are consequences. But judges, lawyers and politicians have moved that line so far, that few real consequences seem to exist.We citizens are the ones feeling the pain, while the dregs of society are rewarded with pizzas and Tim Tams. 2018 will see our revenge.A. Warmington, Mt Waverley

Forget night court, just lock up the thugs

HWT code of conductThe Herald and Weekly Times, publisher of the Herald Sun and Sunday Herald Sun, aims for the highest editorial and ethical standards. All editorial 
staff are required to act in accordance with a strict code of conduct. This can be viewed at heraldsun.com.au, under Follow Us at the bottom left of the homepage.

For the recordThe Herald Sun is committed to accurate, fair and 
fearless publication of news and commentary. But 
we acknowledge and aim to promptly correct errors 
when they occur. Corrections, clarifications and explanations the newspaper wishes to make will 

appear in this space. If you are aware of an error in 
this newspaper contact editor@heraldsun.com.au

The Herald Sun is boundby the Standards ofPractice of the AustralianPress Council. If youbelieve the standards may have been breached, 
you may approach the Herald Sun itself or contact 
the council by email at info@presscouncil.org.au 
or by phone (02) 9261 1930. 

Sounds like a solution YOUR article about teaching phonics (“Getting back to basics”, SHS, Jan 29) says Victorian teachers will be “forced” to teach children to read by sounding out words.Teachers have been teaching children to read by using phonics as part of a balanced reading program for as long as I can remember and I have been teaching primary school children for more than 35 years. A successful program called Reading Recovery targeted those grade 1 students that teachers identified as needing extra support, but funding was withdrawn. Reinstating this program would be a solution; more testing is not. Georgia Kroger, Greenvale

Don’t rely on pensionI GENERALLY always agree with the Barefoot Investor, however I dispute the logic in “How to comfortably retire” (SHS, Jan 29) that a couple need only get to the very bottom rung of the assets ladder (home and $250,000), and then rely on taxpayer-funded subsidies for the rest of their lives to be comfortable.The reasoning is flawed. I believepeople should be encouraged to provide for themselves with no government assistance.We seem to have lost sight of thefact that the age pension is supposed to be a safety-net to help those who could not fund their own retirement, not a guarantee to be factored into retirement plans. Tony Brincat, Ringwood

Written word’s charm DILVIN Yasa’s ode to the endearing appeal of the written letter (body + soul, Jan 29) was music to my ears; or, should I say, fingers. There is something comforting about the flow of ink onto a page. In 30 years, would we rather ourgrandchildren treasure a handwritten letter from us, or a barren printout of an email? Peter Waterhouse, Craigieburn

OPINIONSalute our new heroes 
E D I T O R I A LEtihad and night clash at the MCG scheduled. The best outcome would be playing the women’s grand final at the MCG in a double header.AFL boss Gillon McLachlan admitted being taken aback by the extraordinary response to Friday night’s match.

The game attracted a national television audience of 896,000 for Channel 7. This included a stunning 424,000 in Melbourne, on par with the average metropolitan audience for a Friday night men’s match.The flow-on effect from such clearsupport is far broader than the crowd enjoying a great, family friendly atmosphere as players showed off their skills and tenacity in an old-fashioned scrap.

Forever the dynamics of sport —and even families — will change as more inspired young girls as well as boys chase a Sherrin around on the weekends and dream of one day holding a premiership cup aloft.The AFL female players are rapidly emerging as role models reinforcing the message to millions of girls that you can do whatever you want. 
Marquee signings such as the Blues’ Darcy Vescio — who booted four goals in Carlton’s season-opening win over the Pies — and Brianna Davey, the Magpies’ Moana Hope and Emma King, and Demon Daisy Pearce are quickly becoming household names. The women’s efforts on the field

T HE landscape of our greatgame of Australian rules haschanged forever — for thebetter. A huge goal for thefuture of the AFL has beenkicked with the historic first round of women’s league matches proving a massive success.Melbourne again earned its reputation as the sporting capital of the world as almost 25,000 spectators crammed into Ikon Park on Friday night for an entertaining Carlton-Collingwood clash.Such was the popularity of the match, thousands of fans had to be turned away at the gates for safety reasons. The AFL deserves enormous credit for its leadership in encouraging this groundbreaking development for our beloved game.And it can only get bigger and better. Looking further ahead to the March 25 women’s grand final, they deserve to play at either the MCG or Etihad Stadium to allow the maximum number of spectators.It is unfortunate that some of thespotlight will be taken away given the premiership decider coincides with the first round of the men’s AFL season, with a twilight match at 

help illustrate to a hopeful generation that there are no limits on your potential, no ceiling on opportunity.The community excitement andsupport surrounding the inaugural women’s competition has put the AFL under pressure to accelerate the addition of more clubs into the AFLW. 
Eight teams — Carlton, Collingwood, Greater Western Sydney, Western Bulldogs, Adelaide Crows, Fremantle, Brisbane and Melbourne — are the first to break into this territory.Five others — Richmond, Geelong, North Melbourne, St Kilda and the Eagles — are waiting in the wings with provisional licences to be part of future action, depending on emerging talent and the development of the game. 

If the numbers are there, the AFLshould not hesitate.High-profile Melbourne captainDaisy Pearce says supporters of power clubs such as Essendon and Hawthorn want the competition to expand so they can get behind their own colours. 
She also points out that increasingfemale players’ pay going forward 

will be high on the agenda. That’s quite right. If the AFL women’s competition continues its rapid ascent then in time, then women must get a pay rise, too.For now though, today is about celebrating the wonderful success of the AFL women’s league.And if ever there was a reminderof the power of sport to change the world — look no further than the events of this wonderful weekend of women’s footy.
It is not hyperbole to say that in years to come, we will all look back at this weekend as one of the most significant in the history of Aussie rules, and possibly sport in this country.

And for young girls as they wakeup today, they now have new heroes to look up to — strong women, pioneers who represent all the very best in our society.These AFL women players havegiven a generation of girls the wings they need to fly as high as they dare.That is truly the greatest gift andtoday, the Sunday Herald Sun salutes these players and the AFL for all they have done and will do for the girls and women of this state.

GROWING up, I was taught that the main condition of bail is that you don’t reoffend. If you did, bail was cancelled and to apply for bail again you had to show exceptional reasons why you should be bailed again. When were these laws changed?Les, Carrum

DRIVERS have 12 points before they lose their licence. Criminals should have two points, than after that get 100 per cent jail time.
Chris, Chirnside Park

I RECENTLY rang the police to report drug dealing in my area and to suggest a spot of surveillance. Response: “We are not allowed to harass suspects”.Kate, Templestowe
IF the Flinders St “homeless” can outfox the law with such ease, it must give great encouragement to dangerous criminals. Nick, Point Cook

DANNY Boy, what a joke you are. All of our good circuses are closing down because the Labor circus is free.RJ, Morwell

AGREE wholeheartedly with your editorial (29/1), but tut tut, one flaw, you will have the do-gooders on your case — they are children, so they are clients, not inmates. Naughty.Ray, Shepparton
EXACTLY, Katie Bice (Opinion, 29/1). Thank you for expressing my sentiments so well.Deb H, Ballarat

AFLW’s Moana Hope is a bloody legend. And I don’t use that term lightly. What she fits into an 18-hour day is truly inspirational. JW, Albury, NSW

TEXT TALK



EQUAL TO THE TASK
The intensity and passion for the game is  

every bit the same. 
 



Pages 7, 51, 52 and page 53, front cover and back page 

Post game coverage of  
Melbourne v Brisbane  
and wrap up of round 1.
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CARLTON V COLLINGWOOD

Eliza Sewell

3 Darcy Vescio (Carl)

2 Brianna Davey (Carl)

1 Bianca Jakobsson (Carl)

ADELAIDE V GWS GIANTS

Reece Homfray

3 Chelsea Randall (Adel)

2 Erin Phillips (Adel)

1 Ebony Marinoff (Adel)

W.BULLDOGS V FREMANTLE

Eliza Sewell

3 Emma Kearney (WB)

2 Ellie Blackburn (WB)

1 Katie Brennan (WB)

MELBOURNE v BRISBANE

Lauren Wood

3 Tahlia Randall (Bris)

2 Karen Paxman (Melb)

1 Emily Bates (Bris)

PLAYER OF
THE YEAR

GOALS
4 4 Darcy Vescio (Carl)

3 3 Erin Phillips (Adel)

2 2 Katie Brennan (WB)

FRIDAY
Western Bulldogs v 

Adelaide
Whitten Oval, 7.35pm

SATURDAY
Carlton v GWS Giants

Ikon Park, 5.05pm

Collingwood v Melbourne

Olympic Park, 7.40pm 

SUNDAY
Fremantle v Brisbane Lions

Fremantle Oval, 4.05pm

NEXT WEEK

P W L D FOR AG STR PTS %

CARLTON 1 1 0 - 46 11 W1 4 418.2

ADELAIDE 1 1 0 - 48 12 W1 4 400.0

W.BULLDOGS 1 1 0 - 44 12 W1 4 366.7

BRISBANE 1 1 0 - 25 10 W1 4 250.0

Melbourne 1 0 1 - 10 25 L1 0 40.0

Fremantle 1 0 1 - 12 44 L1 0 27.3

GWS Giants 1 0 1 - 12 48 L1 0 25.0

Collingwood 1 0 1 - 11 46 L1 0 23.9

THE LADDER

CARLTON
3.0 4.1 6.1 7.4 46

COLLINGWOOD 1.2 1.4 1.5 1.5 11

ADELAIDE
1.3 3.6 6.6 7.6 48

GWS GIANTS 0.1 0.2 0.3 1.6 12

W.BULLDOGS 2.0 3.0 5.6 6.8 44

FREMANTLE 1.0 1.5 1.5 1.6 12

WINNERS 
& LOSERS

SCOREBOARD

“We’re very lucky to have

the home ground advantage

(on Saturday), the crowd was

amazing last night,” Callinan

said.
“The buzz of that and just

the supporters getting around

women’s footy in general.

With Adelaide Crows coming

off a really good win, I think we

will have to be on our best for

Friday night. 

“They are a quality side.

They are obviously very happy

with their result, too, and we’ll

gear up for what they’ve got to

bring.”
rebecca.williams@news.com.au

Finals start now
REBECCA WILLIAMS

WESTERN Bulldogs mid-

fielder Nicole Callinan says

her teammates will be treating

every AFLW game as a final

after a dominant opening to

the inaugural season.

The Bulldogs confirmed

they would be a force in the

competition with a comfort-

able 32-point win over Fre-

mantle at Whitten Oval on

Saturday night.

Their next assignment is

against Adelaide, also big

opening round winners, at the

same ground on Friday night.

With just an eight-week

season, Callinan said there was

no room for error if the team

wanted to ensure it could book

a grand final spot.

“Every game you have got

to treat it like a final,” she said.

“Because it’s not a long sea-

son and every game you’ve

basically got to give it all the

whole game. Nothing to lose.

“It will go so quick, you’ve

just got to do everything right.”

Callinan said the Bulldogs

could not have asked for a bet-

ter start to the season in front

of a crowd of more than 10,000

spectators.
She said it was a relief to see

the action finally arrive after

such a big build-up to the

women’s league.

“It was a great start and we

are all so happy and I think it’s

just nice to get it out of the

way,” Callinan said.

“We all train so hard and we

were counting down the days. 

“It was such a good start to

the season and exciting that it’s

all finally happening now.

“I think we all played our

role, it was a real team effort

across the board.

“Everyone had areas of bril-

liance, but at the end of the day

we all did our role and came

out as a team effort and that’s

what was really pleasing.”

Callinan said the Bulldogs

were determined to take

advantage of their home

ground advantage in their

matches at Whitten Oval, but

was aware the Crows would

also be on a high after their 36-

point win over Greater West-

ern Sydney.

The Dogs play their first

four games at home before hit-

ting the road for the last three.

The best form of 

recovery is 

laughter for 

Bulldogs Rebecca 

Neaves and Lauren 

Morecroft at 

Whitten Oval 

yesterday. Picture: 

EUGENE HYLAND

FOOTY, FOOTY 

AND MORE FOOTY

n News n Pictures n Videos

 heraldsun.com.au

DON’T MISS A MINUTE

ALL GAMES LIVE ON FOX FOOTY

IT’S 
ACTION.
PACKED.

AUSTRALIA 

VS SRI LANKA

COMMONWEALTH BANK 

SOUTHERN STARS 

VS NEW ZEALAND

GET THERE EARLY FOR

*Kids need a valid match ticket, book free kids’ tickets with yours at cricket.com.au    $6.85 per transaction ticket agency fee applies 

to online purchases. See website for details.  ^ At match price. $6.85 per transaction ticket agency fee applies to purchases elsewhere.

FRI 17 FEB MCG, MELBOURNEADULTS FROM $30^

Plan your day at cricket.com.auSUN 19 FEB KARDINIA PARK, GEELONG
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BRISBANE
LIONS
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5 2 3 3 13 9 4 259 69 36 5 3 1 2 64 1 0 1 2 91 154 154B.Gibson
2 2 5 4 13 11 2 232 31 09 4 1 0 4 158 0 0 0 2 52 141 141E.Bates
3 2 4 3 12 5 7 117 75 27 5 5 1 3 85 0 0 0 0 74 139 139A.Anderson
2 3 2 3 10 9 1 144 40 16 3 2 0 3 167 0 0 0 0 84 111 111M.Hunt
6 1 2 2 11 6 5 121 55 17 4 5 0 0 32 0 0 0 0 100 110 110S.Virgo
3 1 3 2 9 6 3 81 67 17 2 1 1 1 40 1 0 0 1 100 109 109S.Frederick-Traub
1 2 1 2 6 5 1 191 50 04 3 1 0 1 72 1 0 1 2 73 89 89K.McCarthy
4 1 2 5 12 8 4 202 58 44 8 3 0 0 64 0 1 0 2 79 88 88J.Wuetschner
4 3 1 4 12 9 3 252 42 44 8 3 2 0 41 0 0 0 0 93 84 84K.Ashmore
6 1 1 1 9 5 4 130 44 16 3 6 1 0 43 0 0 0 1 48 82 82L.Kaslar
5 3 0 2 10 10 0 178 20 15 3 5 0 0 52 0 0 0 0 60 82 82K.Lutkins
3 2 0 2 7 5 2 146 57 14 3 2 0 1 85 0 0 0 1 79 79 79B.Koenen
1 5 0 2 8 6 2 211 50 21 6 3 2 0 60 1 0 0 1 78 75 75S.Campbell
1 4 2 2 9 7 2 122 22 25 3 1 0 3 113 0 0 0 0 83 67 67E.Zielke
1 2 1 2 6 3 3 76 50 14 1 6 1 0 52 0 0 0 0 82 61 61T.Randall
0 1 2 1 4 3 1 60 75 03 1 2 0 0 83 0 0 0 0 58 56 56N.Hildebrand
2 1 2 3 8 6 2 123 50 13 5 4 1 1 93 0 0 0 0 74 51 51J.Stanton
2 1 0 2 5 4 1 108 60 25 1 1 0 0 133 0 0 0 0 100 43 43T.Harris
1 0 0 1 2 0 2 -6 50 02 0 0 0 1 42 0 0 0 0 53 36 36S.Goodman
0 2 1 1 4 1 3 19 75 03 1 0 0 1 61 0 0 0 0 38 36 36S.Webb
0 1 0 0 1 0 1 6 0 00 1 0 0 0 82 0 0 0 0 38 18 18N.Wallace
0 0 1 0 1 1 0 -10 0 00 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 17 5 5S.Law

8 5 6 5 24 17 7 377 58 015 10 2 0 6 3 0 0 0 0 100 198 198K.Paxman 7
6 7 3 3 19 15 4 311 58 012 8 4 0 5 10 0 0 0 2 93 192 192D.Pearce 18
1 9 4 4 18 14 4 372 28 26 11 3 0 0 4 0 0 0 1 61 126 126E.O'Dea 7
2 2 2 0 6 2 4 29 33 05 1 2 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 56 114 114L.Pearce 8
3 4 3 3 13 5 8 94 54 011 2 5 0 5 3 0 0 0 0 98 112 112M.Hickey 12
3 4 2 0 9 4 5 224 67 16 3 3 0 1 4 0 0 0 2 100 96 96C.Phillips 9
3 3 1 4 11 6 5 139 45 28 4 6 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 100 95 95M.Downie 5
0 6 2 3 11 3 8 63 45 111 2 4 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 51 95 95S.Scott 6
0 2 3 0 5 4 1 166 40 05 1 2 0 1 2 1 0 0 2 66 82 82J.Grierson 5
3 3 3 5 14 8 6 194 29 17 8 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 83 77 77L.Mithen 4
2 0 0 1 3 2 1 24 33 04 0 0 0 1 6 0 1 0 1 59 58 58R.Cranston 10
0 0 2 3 5 3 2 76 60 12 2 2 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 29 51 51J.Anderson 4
2 1 0 1 4 4 0 114 50 02 1 1 0 1 3 0 0 0 1 43 45 45E.Humphries 7
3 0 2 1 6 2 4 109 33 02 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 56 43 43M.Boyd 4
1 0 0 2 3 2 1 30 33 03 0 1 0 1 3 0 1 0 1 42 38 38A.Mifsud 7
1 0 2 3 6 6 0 170 17 04 0 4 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 83 36 36K.Smith 5
2 1 2 0 5 5 0 126 40 03 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 34 34L.Duryea 3
1 2 0 1 4 3 1 54 50 03 3 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 65 33 33H.Cordner 7
0 0 1 0 1 1 0 24 100 10 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 73 26 26M.Clifford 6
1 0 0 2 3 3 0 83 33 02 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 73 17 17D.Berry 3
0 0 1 0 1 0 1 18 100 10 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 60 9 9A.Newman 2
0 0 1 1 2 1 1 24 50 02 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 66 5 5S.Lampard 2

TOTALS 42 49 40 42 173 46 63113 1063110 2820 50 58283 41
DIFFERENCE -10 58 -47-7-4-718 -17-410-91-579 3-3

TOTALS 52 40 33 47 172 50 70 2753119 2762 54 622110 1495
DIFFERENCE 10 -58 4-7747-18 174-109-15-7-9 -33

HITOUTS             (ADV)
MEL
BL

27 (8)
17 (2)

Pearce 14 (6) Boyd 8 (2)
Webb 6 (1) Goodman 6 (1)

FREES TOT D50 MID F50

BL
MEL 316

20 6
11 2
11 3

IN50s 1 2 3 4 TOT
MEL
BL

10 6 4 10 30
5 7 3 4 19

FWD HALF % TIME MARK I50 TACK I50 % GOAL I50
MEL
BL

57% 0 11 3%
43% 3 13 21%

SOURCE KICK IN STOPPAGE TURNOVER
MEL
BL

0.0.0 0.1.1 1.3.9
0.0.0 0.1.1 4.0.24

SHOTS Acc % Exp
MEL
BL

9 11 31
7 57 25

Act
10
25

30% below season average
Disposals, Metres, Contested,
Uncontested, Tot Ranking

30% above season average
Disposals, Metres, Contested,
Uncontested, Tot Ranking

Metres: Metres gained; Disp Eff%: Disposal efficiency; Intercepts: Possessions won from the opposition; Inter. Marks: Marks from opposition
kicks; Assists: Goal/Behind assists; Involvements: Involvements in scoring chains; ToG%:  Match time on ground; Ave: Season averages; Shots:
Includes missed shots; Exp: Expected scores based on shot types; Act:  Actual scores;

5+ KPI
Intercept Marks,
Clearances, Goals, Assists

10+ KPI
Qtr disposals, Intercepts,
Tackles, Involvements

Cult hero
status for 
Perkins
MICHELANGELO RUCCI

ADELAIDE Crows have a new
cult figure — Sarah Perkins.

Perkins, 23, is the “Plugger”
of the AFLW — big, strong,
deceptively agile, and capable
of kicking the football a long
way with accuracy.

Despite kicking 52 goals in
the VWFL last season, Perkins
was overlooked in the inaug-
ural AFLW draft but Crows
coach Bec Goddard focused on
Perkins’ character. 

“Integrity, honesty,” God-
dard said were the qualities she
admired in Perkins, along with
her courage to move from
Melbourne to Adelaide.

“It is a big move — and she
has a point to prove (after not
being drafted).”

Goddard this week wrote a
note of thanks to Perkins for
accepting the Crows as her
new home.

AFL chief executive Gillon
McLachlan should also thank
Perkins for giving the women’s
game a reminder to not make
the same mistake of judging
players as “too big”, “too small”
or “too slow”.

Sometimes there is some-
thing in a player that will never
show up in the statistics.

The key forward stands at
173cm and is more than a lead,
mark and kick player.

There was a passage in the
last term of Saturday’s match
against Greater Western Syd-
ney when she came off the
bench, deftly worked the ball
off the greasy deck and used
her frame to fend off opponent
Alexandra Saundry.

Perkins — as Goddard as-
sessed — has a natural talent. 

She also has a coach who
believes in nurturing that tal-
ent and now has a profile that
will make her a cult figure. 

Perkins is one of the early
feelgood stories in the first
chapter of AFLW in Adelaide.
The 36-point win against the
Giants — along with the 9250-
strong crowd — will draw
many reviews.
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season, Paxman said the 

team has to learn from the 

defeat quickly.

“All you can do is learn the

lessons and roll on,” the 

midfielder said.

“We can’t carry anything

into next week. We just have 

to go in fresh and learn what 

you can from the week 

prior.”
Powerhouse Collingwood

awaits next weekend, in a 

DEMONS HAVE NO TIME TO LOSE, SAYS PAXMAN 

KAREN Paxman knows the 

Demons have to “bring it” 

from here on in. 

There’s no time to do 

anything else.

Yesterday’s 15-point loss to

Brisbane Lions left 

Melbourne’s priority pick 

hurting badly. She gathered 

24 touches to be among the 

best players at Casey Fields 

yesterday but that counted 

for little without the four 

points.
And in an eight-week 

match that could yet be 

moved to cater for demand. 

More than 6500 turned 

out yesterday afternoon and 

the more than 50,000 people 

who turned out in support of 

the competition’s inaugural 

round has only fuelled the

29-year-old’s ambitions.

“Not just for us, we want to

win for everyone,” Paxman 

said. 
“It just gives us a bit more

motivation that people are 

right behind us and we have 

to turn it on now. We have to 

bring it.”
Yesterday’s gruelling 

conditions — humidity and 

then driving rain and even a 

interruption for lightning — 

should have suited the 

Demons, Paxman said.

But despite maintaining 

their focus in the early 

halftime that was taken after 

a storm close to the ground, 

the Demons failed to 

capitalise.
Paxman is used to the 

rain, but admitted she had 

never experienced being 

dragged off the ground 

because of lightning.

“It’s a bit of a hazard, so 

coming off is not ideal, but I 

felt like we stayed pretty 

focused in that little break,” 

she said. “We had a bit of 

momentum (after Jasmine 

Grierson’s goal). 

“We knew it was going to

be a hard battle. Brisbane 

were just willing to fight a 

little bit harder than us.”

LAUREN WOOD

Gutsy 
Lions 
storm 
home

PLENTY about this first week-

end of AFL Women’s football

has been unprecedented, but

no one tipped Mother Nature’s

intervention.

The Brisbane Lions adapted

best to the wet and wild ele-

ments to record a 15-point win

against Melbourne at Casey

Fields yesterday.

With a three-goal wind

streaming to the southern end,

Demons captain Daisy Pearce

took advantage of it first. 

It didn’t work.

Storms had been predicted

to hit the region late yesterday,

and it poured at quarter-time. 

Cat Phillips’ smother in the

second term fired up the De-

mons, while Jasmine Grierson

booted one long that bounced

through for the first goal.

But there was no time for

momentum. Thirteen minutes

into the second term, the emer-

gency umpire stepped on to the

ground and blew his whistle. 

With an electrical storm

overhead, players were pulled

from the ground and took an

early halftime break, then hav-

ing to return to the ground,

play the 3½ minutes left of the

second quarter, change ends

and carry on.

The last time that happened

was in Round 1, 2014, when

Greater Western Sydney and

Sydney had their AFL match

interrupted at quarter-time.

Congestion plagued the

return to proceedings — and

Melbourne’s Elise O’Dea, Mel

Hickey and Karen Paxman

were everywhere.

Paxman had five disposals

in the first four minutes and

didn’t stop, finishing with 24.

Pearce wasn’t left alone all day

but handled the attention with

aplomb, grabbing 19 touches,

but was held scoreless for an

entire half.
Sam Virgo led a Lions’

defence that was almost im-

penetrable, with her forwards

also flexing their muscles.

Kate McCarthy sealed the

4.1. (25) to 1.4 (10) win for Bris-

bane with a late goal after earn-

ing a 50m penalty.

Earlier in the day, McCar-

thy, 23, revealed she would be

playing with a pacemaker,

tweeting: “I think today I may

be the first person to play an

AFL match with a pacemaker.

Don’t let anything hold you

back! #metalheart’’

“It’s an unbelievable feel-

ing,” Lions skipper Emma Ziel-

ke said after the match. 

“We’ve worked so hard over

this pre-season. I’m just so

proud of the girls’ effort today.

It means the world to us. This

mob are so, so dedicated.”

Demon Richelle Cranston

could face scrutiny by the

match review panel today after

ramming Lion Jamie Stanton

in the first five minutes, leaving

her in the hands of trainers

with shoulder trouble. She ret-

urned to the field shortly after.

Alicia Newman was pole-

axed when she was sandwiched

between two Lions.

And while the heavens

opened, nothing could dampen

the AFL’s spirits, with weekend

attendances passing 50,000.

lauren.wood@news.com.au

LAUREN WOOD

Brisbane’s Tayla Harris 

marks in front of 

Katherine Smith as the 

weather closes in; and 

(inset) Kate McCarthy, 

who plays with a 

pacemaker, and Emily 

Bates celebrate victory 

at Casey Fields. 

Pictures: 

WAYNE LUDBEY. 

GETTY IMAGES

Karen Paxman wraps up 

Tayla Harris yesterday.
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Etihad Stadium would becomepermanent venues forwomen’s matches. “We needto look bigger,” she said. Premier Daniel Andrewsled a chorus urging the leagueto ensure the growing sup-porter base was catered for.“This is going to grow fromstrength to strength and men’sfootball is going to have toshare a few grounds to makethis an even bigger success,’’ hesaid yesterday. “We don’t wantfamilies locked out, we don’twant people queuing and notbeing able to get a seat, and I’msure the AFL will be verymindful of (that).’’ aaron.langmaid@news.com.au

VETERAN 
SUICIDES 
WITNESS 
OUTCRY

RUTH LAMPERD
TWO witnesses before a Senate inquiry into suicides by military veterans have been grilled about who is paying for their trip to today’s hearing in Canberra.Mick Quinn, of Melbourne, and Rod Thompson, of Brisbane, have been behind a push for a royal commission into the Department of Veterans’ Affairs’ role in the high veteran suicide rate — which last year hit a tragic 78.Mr Thompson’s access tothe DVA in representing ex-service personnel has been severely restricted after the DVA last year told him he had been disrespectful to its staff and threatening.And Mr Quinn was raidedby police after a veterans’ counselling service claimed a person had made a 76-minute call, in his name, threatening to kill a DVA lawyer.No charges have been laidand Mr Quinn said he had been told there was no record of his making a call.Mr Thompson said the DVA’s Repatriation Commission deputy president Craig Orme had “demanded to know who was paying for the trip”.He said this contact withthe Australian Peacekeepers and Peacemakers Veteran Association could be seen as an attempt to interfere with “us giving evidence”.“For anyone who actuallycares, we are self- funding the trip,” he said.

It is understood most of the APPVA’s funds come from DVA grants, and Mr Quinn said he felt there was an implied threat that funding might be at risk.APPVA president Allan Thomas confirmed Mr Orme had asked about the funding.“They were paying for it themselves. Why they should have to is a surprise, considering the committee wants them there,” he said.The DVA did not respondto requests for comment.

Taxpayers fork out for bureaucrats’ stamp duty 
FEDERAL bureaucrats havebeen granted a perk that forcestaxpayers to pay for their en-tire stamp duty bill when theybuy a new home.The obscene windfall,which can be revealed exclus-ively, also includes taxpayerspaying for public servants’ real

estate commissions, legal costsand advertising fees.It is part of the taxpayer-funded carrot used to luredepartment secretaries towork in the nation’s capital —on top of the generous salaries

that run into hundreds ofthousands of dollars a year.The Department of thePrime Minister and Cabinetsaid the RemunerationTribunal Departmental Sec-retary Determination providedentitlements for secretariesin relation to relocation

assistance. Public servants donot have to detail their perks.Independent Nick Xeno-phon said the largesse was ajoke and needed to end.Senator Xenophon said yes-terday that many Australianshad to travel interstate forwork and dug into their own

savings to pay for stamp duty— which can cost tens of thou-sands of dollars — for theirnew home.
“I would have thought whatdepartment secretaries getpaid would be more thanenough to pay for their ownstamp duty,” he said.

STUNNED AFL chiefs willmeet today to consider how tomanage crowds after morethan 50,000 fans flocked to seethe opening weekend ofwomen’s football. It comes as thousands wereturned away from the inaug-ural match at Ikon Park on Fri-day night and hundreds morelined up early for the clash be-tween Melbourne and Bris-bane at Casey Fields last night.Executives are expected tomeet today to weigh up op-tions for a potential venue shiftfor this Saturday’s Round 2clash between Collingwoodand Melbourne but pundits arealready speculating how the

provide for just a 40-minuteturnaround between thegames.
The AFL said yesterday itwas still considering its optionsfor the match, with a decisionlikely to be made today.AFL general manager ofgame and market develop-ment Simon Lethlean saidafter Friday’s game, the leaguewas eager to maximise crowdattendance.

“It’s a possibility now weknow the (Ikon Park) ground’sgot a good capacity, people canget here OK and the lightswork well,” Lethlean said.Saturday’s AFLW games,including the Adelaide and

GWS match, were again aratings winner for Channel 7,with the games reaching acombined peak audience of885,000 and an averagenational audience of 600,000.In Melbourne, the coveragehad a peak audience of 612,000and an average of 445,000.Seven Melbourne manag-ing director Lewis Martin saidthe passion for the game wasobvious. 
“It’s that passion that de-livered the weekend’s ground-breaking results,” he said. Former Western Bulldogspresident and women’s foot-ball trailblazer Susan Albertisaid she hoped the MCG and

league will cope with thecrowds in the long term. The season-opening matchbetween Carlton and Colling-wood was moved from Olym-pic Park to Ikon Park lastFriday, with more than 24,000fans turning out for the historicmatch.
Another move to Ikon Parkis a possibility, creating adouble-header following theCarlton and Greater WesternSydney match due to be playedat the ground from 5.05pm.But the current timings

AARON LANGMAID, REBECCA WILLIAMS AND ANTHONY GALLOWAY

FANS FORCE A RETHINK  

Combined peak national TV audience on Seven: 885,000
Combined Fox Footy peak audience:190,000

Collingwood v Carlton 24,000
Bulldogs v Fremantle 10,100

Adelaide v Greater Western Sydney 9250
Melbourne v Brisbane 6500

Lucy, 7 , Sadie, 8, and Teghan, 10, cheer on the Demons (inset). Picture: IAN CURRIE

RENEE VIELLARIS

TV RATINGS

ATTENDANCES

There is no substitute for healthy food, plenty of water and a little exercise... but sometimes we could do with a little help to look to and feel the 

way we used to. Burn calories (lots of them) in 30 minutes in a Steam-Free iHealth Far Infrared Sauna at home, without moving a muscle. 

Feel sensational. Have a better life. Go to the Olympics. OK, that might be a stretch:) Relieves arthritis, rhumatism, back and muscle pain. 

 
Call Doris now on 1300 720 407 and ask her how you can buy interest free or busing our in-house layby. 

Try one in our Showroom. Open 7 days at 
29/145 Rooks Rd Vermont VICMore health benefits at www.ihealthsaunas.com.au
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CATTER TONIC
THURLOW READY TO 

MAKE HIS MARK
PAGE 50

Monday first

BACK TO THE BURBS CARLTON’S HOMECOMING PLAN PAGE 54

SPORT KEEP IT, JOBE
WHY  AFL  WON’T MEDDLE

WITH BROWNLOW
PAGE 54

HOW ABOUT THAT
HOWSON WEATHERS 

STORM, FROOME BLITZ 

PAGE 48

FREE PASS
Pies say it’s not finals or bust for Bucks

COLLINGWOOD coach

Nathan Buckley has not been

given a pass mark of finals par-

ticipation to keep his job this

season, according to the club.

Buckley, who is out of con-

tract at the end of this season,

said in August last year “there’s

no way” he would be re-signed

at Collingwood if the Magpies

again missed the finals in 2017.

But chief executive Gary

Pert said there had been no

conversations with Buckley

(pictured) about what it would

take for a contract extension.

Pert said Collingwood was

brimming with confidence it

would make the finals and stop

what shaped as a year of specu-

lation for Buckley.

Collingwood’s AFLW sea-

son kicked off against Carlton

on Friday night, but the club

knows the spotlight will be on

Buckley’s men’s team this year.

“The reality is Nathan made

those comments and gave his

personal opinion on the resp-

onsibility he takes to say I am

the coach and this is how I

feel,” Pert said.

“But I can tell you now there

is more to it than that and liter-

ally I haven’t had a conver-

sation with Nathan and the

board hasn’t thought of that.

“We are simply excited and

optimistic, like Nathan and

the players, about the possibil-

ities this year. 

“We expect to be back in the

finals, and the speculation then

quickly stops. I can guarantee

his comments aren’t a reflec-

tion of any conversations he

has had internally.”

JON RALPH

 THUNDER  
 STRUCK 

Dees buckle against 

Lions in wet
 PAGE 52 

CONTINUED PAGE 55

Melbourne’s 

Mel Hickey is set upon

by a pack of Lions in

yesterday’s loss at

Casey Fields. 
Picture:

WAYNE LUDBEY

ROUND 1

MELBOURNE  1.4  10 

BRISBANE LIONS  4.1  25

SHUT IT DOWN

WE’RE FOR VICTORIA

Government told to close dangerous youth jail

TIME FOR CORY’S TRUMP CARD PAGE 13

ANDREW BOLT

CROWD PLEASERTHE AFL’S WELCOME HEADACHE PAGE 7

AUSSIES BOMB OUT SPORT

BOLT HITS  THE DECKS KIWI  CARNAGE
CONFIDENTIAL  PAGES 18-19

YOUNG GUN’S TERRIFIC TOUR
AUSSIE HOLDS OFF RIVALS TO CLAIM THE JAYCO HERALD SUN TOUR PAGE 3 & SPORT

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2017
$1.60  (Inc GST) HERALDSUN.COM.AU

VICTORIA’S main youth jus-tice centre at Parkville shouldbe shut down after a litany ofsafety and security failings ledto riots last year, a scathing in-dependent review has found.The review of the riots, byformer Victoria Police chiefcommissioner Neil Comrie,warned that many dangerousteen criminals entering theMelbourne Youth Justice

Centre were “well over 100kgin weight and 190cm tall” andregularly used their physicalstature to intimidate staff.And he raised concernsabout some teens in custodyon terrorism-related offences.There was a need to “carefullyaccommodate them”, both for

their safety and to stop themfrom radicalising other teens.Victoria is facing an unpre-cedented youth crime wave,especially of aggravated bur-glaries and carjackings.Just last month, in a massbreakout from the MalmsburyYouth Justice Centre, youngescapees went on the rampage,stealing several cars andassaulting people.

Treasurer Tim Pallas hintedlast week that once a newsupermax youth jail was builtin Melbourne’s west, Parkvillecould be shut and the land sold.But the confidential reviewof November’s riots found thecentre was now “not adequatefor its intended purpose”.The damning review foundits “inherent safety and secur-ity issues”, some of which

helped lead to the violent 17-hour crime spree at the centrein November, made it an unac-ceptable risk both to staff andthe young inmates.Fresh photographs have re-vealed the damage to windows,roof cavities and walls, which

insiders have said could costtaxpayers up to $10 million. The review has recom-mended that a new youth pris-on be built elsewhere, whichtakes into account the securityfailings at Parkville.CONTINUED PAGE 8

EXCLUSIVEANTHONY GALLOWAY

Damage at theParkville youthjustice centre.

OVER 45 PAGES WERE PUBLISHED IN THE FIRST ROUND
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4 2 4 6 16 14 2 481 69 27 7 2 0 4 94 3 1 0 6 99 182 150

E.Blackburn
5 4 4 3 16 8 8 185 75 411 8 10 2 2 103 0 0 1 2 79 160 96

N.Callinan

5 7 2 2 16 12 4 246 50 212 4 3 1 8 75 1 1 1 6 67 149 79

J.Lambert

8 3 2 5 18 14 4 363 61 69 9 3 0 4 61 0 1 2 5 94 127 154

E.Kearney

3 3 4 3 13 11 2 199 38 29 5 4 0 3 64 0 0 0 2 74 93 90

K.Lamb

1 3 4 2 10 9 1 166 20 52 8 0 0 1 135 1 0 0 1 86 83 77

B.Lochland
0 1 5 0 6 1 5 -3 83 06 1 2 0 3 135 0 0 0 0 73 81 96

T.Ernst

2 2 1 0 5 3 2 88 60 14 1 0 0 3 86 0 1 0 3 63 68 45

K.Tyndall

2 3 5 1 11 10 1 327 55 13 5 5 0 0 42 0 0 0 0 86 67 114

H.Scott

0 1 2 1 4 2 2 45 50 02 2 0 0 1 106 0 0 0 0 61 62 86

A.Gogos

2 1 2 3 8 6 2 187 62 23 4 2 1 0 40 0 0 0 0 76 61 79

H.Wildes

1 3 0 3 7 5 2 149 57 13 4 2 0 0 20 0 0 2 4 75 53 67

A.O'Connor
2 1 1 3 7 4 3 34 43 14 3 3 0 0 73 0 0 0 0 97 53 63

L.Birch

0 1 0 3 4 3 1 38 50 32 2 0 0 1 31 1 1 0 2 83 51 31

M.McDonald
0 2 2 0 4 3 1 47 50 04 0 2 0 2 31 0 0 0 1 31 49 47

C.Clarkson

2 2 3 0 7 1 6 53 43 04 2 4 0 0 30 0 0 0 0 90 48 64

B.Hunt

0 2 2 2 6 4 2 66 67 22 3 0 0 1 52 1 0 0 2 55 46 43

L.Bailey

0 2 1 0 3 2 1 31 100 11 2 0 0 0 31 0 0 0 0 63 42 43

L.Moorecroft
1 1 0 2 4 1 3 12 50 04 0 2 0 0 40 0 0 0 0 86 35 69

L.Spark

0 0 3 1 4 2 2 24 25 04 0 2 0 0 30 0 0 0 0 49 22 14

K.Ebb

1 0 1 1 3 1 2 22 0 01 2 1 0 0 61 0 0 0 0 82 22 32

L.Williams

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 42 0 0 0 0 31 11 7

R.Timmins

2 1 6 7 16 10 6 207 75 310 6 11 3 0 4 0 0 0 3 93 163 169

B.Davey

6
4 1 5 3 13 4 9 137 77 37 6 1 0 1 3 0 1 4 7 78 144 77

K.Gillespie-Jones

12
3 3 8 3 17 14 3 242 53 66 11 4 1 2 3 0 0 1 5 59 126 85

T.Lucas-Rodd

6
3 2 1 3 9 3 6 100 78 08 1 2 0 4 6 1 0 1 3 85 125 100

S.Audley

17
1 1 1 2 5 3 2 33 100 16 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 4 95 122 110

D.Vescio

5
3 2 3 0 8 6 2 183 75 24 4 1 0 0 0 2 2 1 7 100 112 46

I.Ayre

1
5 3 4 1 13 10 3 233 46 45 9 5 1 0 1 0 0 0 4 100 89 72

S.Hosking

6
1 5 3 1 10 8 2 207 70 04 5 1 0 3 3 0 0 0 2 76 86 86

K.Loynes

9
1 1 3 1 6 5 1 253 100 04 1 4 0 0 3 0 0 1 2 79 82 72

L.Brazzale

5
1 2 0 1 4 3 1 78 100 03 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 44 78 53

B.Moody

2
1 1 1 2 5 3 2 70 80 04 0 1 0 0 2 1 0 1 3 61 75 47

K.Shierlaw

6
3 3 1 1 8 8 0 210 62 43 4 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 83 73 102

D.Hardiman

5
1 2 1 2 6 6 0 50 67 23 3 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 73 67 51

L.Attard

3
4 3 0 1 8 4 4 124 75 17 1 2 1 4 1 0 0 0 0 62 63 82

A.Downie

2
0 0 2 3 5 3 2 16 60 23 2 3 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 80 56 73

T.Nestor

9
3 1 3 3 10 7 3 137 50 07 3 2 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 71 55 69

M.Keryk

7
0 3 3 2 8 6 2 70 37 06 2 2 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 52 54 109

L.Arnell

9
1 1 2 1 5 3 2 25 60 32 3 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 83 41 78

B.Jakobsson

6
0 4 0 1 5 4 1 143 40 13 2 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 69 41 64

G.Pound

6
1 2 3 0 6 6 0 200 50 21 5 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 72 33 34

A.Brown

6
2 2 0 0 4 4 0 103 25 11 4 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 1 43 28 78

N.Exon

4
1 2 0 1 4 3 1 28 50 12 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 43 24 53

R.Privitelli

1
TOTALS 41 45 50 39 175

65 7599 36
52123 2849 51 45178

68

DIFFERENCE 2
87

-7-164432 310-473-221

01 TOTALS 39 44 48 41 172
55 72 33

56116 2762 47 52334
67

97
DIFFERENCE -2

-87
716-4-4-3-2 -3

-104-7-32-2-1

0-1

HITOUTS             (ADV)
CAR
WB

31 (4)
18 (4)

Downie 18 (1) Moody 10 (3)Ernst 10 (2) Clarkson 5 (2)

FREES TOT D50 MID F50
WB
CAR 417

17 0
11 2
13 4

IN50s 1 2 3 4 TOTCAR
WB

6 7 13 4 307 6 2 10 25

FWD HALF % TIME MARK I50 TACK I50 % GOAL I50CAR
WB

48% 5 9 27%52% 9 6 28%

SOURCE KICK IN STOPPAGE TURNOVERCAR
WB

0.0.0 1.2.8 7.4.460.0.0 4.4.28 3.2.20

SHOTS Acc % ExpCAR
WB

15 53 59
14 50 54

Act
54
48

30% below season averageDisposals, Metres, Contested,Uncontested, Tot Ranking

30% above season averageDisposals, Metres, Contested,Uncontested, Tot Ranking

Metres: Metres gained; Disp Eff%: Disposal efficiency; Intercepts: Possessions won from the opposition; Inter. Marks: Marks from opposition

kicks; Assists: Goal/Behind assists; Involvements: Involvements in scoring chains; ToG%:  Match time on ground; Ave: Season averages; Shots:

Includes missed shots; Exp: Expected scores based on shot types; Act:  Actual scores;
5+ KPI
Intercept Marks,Clearances, Goals, Assists

10+ KPI
Qtr disposals, Intercepts,Tackles, Involvements

disappointed the incidentagainst Collingwood was notlooked at by the match reviewpanel.
Following yesterday’s tightdefeat, the Bulldogs are out ofthe race for a grand final berthwhile Carlton remains an out-side chance to sneak into thetop two after scraping home bysix points at Ikon Park yester-day.

Groves said he would like tosee a finals series in AFLW02rather than simply have theteams that finish first and sec-ond play off.
“What they were chasingwas four even Melbourneteams and they’ve done it pret-

ty well,” Groves said. “Is thetop four (an option)? I think so.I think the competition’s prob-ably looking for it.
“First year, they’ll reassessit. We’ll chat to them aboutthat sort of stuff. 
“I’d be pushing it but it’s forthe AFL to decide.”
Blues star Brianna Davey,who was among her side’s bestyesterday, said Carlton wasstill playing for the lastday in March.

“We haven’t evergiven up that belief,”Davey said. 
“We’re going to be chargingforward next week.” eliza.sewell@news.com.au

Coach questions rule farce

Third up
debacle ELIZA SEWELL

BLUES

ELIZA SEWELL’S BESTBlues: Vescio, Hosking, Davey, Ayre, Shierlaw, Hardiman, AudleyBulldogs: Lambert, Blackburn, Kearney, O’Connor, Callinan
GOALS
Blues: Vescio 3, Ayre 2, Moody, Shierlaw, Audley. Bulldogs: Blackburn 3, Lochland, Lambert, Bailey, McDonald. 

INJURIES
Blues: Nat Exon (leg)Bulldogs: nil

UMPIRES
Heffernan, Jankovskis, Guy CROWD

6833 at Ikon Park

2.2 5.3 7.6 8.6 54
DOGS
3.1 4.3 4.5 7.6 48

Carlton star Darcy Vescio celebrates a goal and (below) marks early on. Pictures: WAYNE LUDBEY

FREE kicks paid at boundarythrow-ins yesterday had West-ern Bulldogs AFLW coachPaul Groves questioning thenew third-man-up ruck rule.At least twice at Ikon Parkyesterday the ball was thrownover the head of the rucks intothe path of another player, re-sulting in a free kick becausethat player was ruled third up.Groves said the rule had left“everyone a bit bemused”, de-spite one such incident givingthe Bulldogs a free kick in frontof goal.
“It’s frustrating as a coach,”Groves said. 
“The one that’s probablygot us, everyone a bit bemusedis the throw-in one, with nothird man up.

“Surely it’s a re-set and yougo again if the throw is bad.There’s human error in every-thing, (so) then just re-set it.Don’t pay a free kick to the girlit fell on.
“That will evolve, the AFLare no doubt having a look atit. (One decision) it was our girlBrooke Lochland and she actu-ally ran away from (the ball)and it was the Carlton girl thatjust naturally tapped it and it’sa free kick in front of goal.“The other one was in frontof us on the bench and (theball) fell on (Bulldogs mid-fielder) Emma Kearney, andall of a sudden it’s a free kick(to Carlton). 

“There’s a frustration therewith that.”
The Bulldogs were withoutsmall forward Kirsten McLe-od after a head knock lastweek, and Groves said he was

HAVE 
YOUR SAY

Should third-man-up rule penalise players for 
accidentally touching the ball?

heraldsun.com.au
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GWS GIANTSvW.BULLDOGS

TV 7MATE, 7PM LIVE; FOX FOOTY, 7PM, LIVE RADIO N/A

$2.15
MANUKA OVAL (CANBERRA), TOMORROW, 7.10PM

$1.70

IN I.Rudolph A.Saundry

OUT K.De Pellegrini C.Briggs

IN L.Williams

OUT K.Ebb

DEF

MID

FWD

INT

E.Swanson 17
H.Wallett 13

C.Lawton 41 K.Tyndall 8
M.McDonald 15

L.Birch 18

A.Farrugia 18
J.Dal Pos 7

A.Williams 20 H.Wildes 17
B.Hunt 21

N.Callinan 10

L.Stephenson 12

B.Lochland 1

R.Tomkins 1
B.Tully 16

M.Collier 14 L.Spark 11
E.Blackburn 2

E.Kearney 5

R.Beeson 6
P.McWilliams 3

A.Schmidt 11 J.Lambert 7
E.Gamble 14

H.Scott 22

J.Barclay 34
A.Saundry 4

A.Guest 19 K.Lamb 27
C.Clarkson 24

K.McLeod 6

N.Barr 8 E.Ross 15 E.McKinnon 23

J.Bibby 22 I.Rudolph 21 E.Brush 10

EMG S.Walker 5 K.Stanton 33 

R.Neaves 25 L.Bailey 13 A.Gogos 36

L.Williams 9 T.Ernst 19 J.Gardner 33

EMG L.Morecroft 23 R.Timmins 20 

MELBOURNEvFREMANTLE

TV FOX FOOTY, LIVE, 4.30PM RADIO SEN 

$1.35

CASEY FIELDS, TOMORROW, 4.35PM
$3.20

IN B.Patterson

OUT E.Strachan

IN T.Angel B.Devlyn

OUT B.Whyte D.Okely

DEF

MID

FWD

INT

J.Grierson 19
M.Clifford 44

K.Smith 13 G.O'Sullivan 22 T.Bresland 5
B.Smith 18

D.Pearce 6
L.Duryea 11 R.Cranston 30 C.Davidson 33 K.Clinch 25

H.Miller 19

H.Cordner 21

K.Donnellan 15

L.Pearce 15
M.Hickey 18

E.O'Dea 5 A.Janz 30
T.Angel 9

K.Bentley 23

K.Paxman 4
A.Mifsud 9

L.Mithen 14 L.Filocamo 4
E.Antonio 12

A.Lavell 7

S.Lampard 8
S.Scott 12

C.Phillips 35 D.Hooker 17
M.Caulfield 24

S.Barr 10

E.Humphries 3 M.Boyd 25 A.Newman 16

A.Kemp 36 B.Patterson 24 D.Berry 7

EMG P.Randall 22 J.Anderson 28 

G.Houghton 27 A.Sharp 1 K.Phillips 13

S.Cain 20 B.Devlyn 26 T.Golisano 11

EMG A.Chuot 14 D.Okely 16 

FOLLOW THE ACTION FROM 

LIVE COVERAGE

THE FIRST SIREN OF ALL FOUR GAMES heraldsun.com.au
VIDEO 
HIGHLIGHTS
PLUS

AFL WOMEN’S TEAMS
ROUND 7

TWIN 
TOWER

WESTERN Bulldogs coach

Paul Groves was asked at a

women’s football breakfast

earlier this month what had

made him say “wow” during

the inaugural AFL Women’s

season. He didn’t hesitate. 

“I’ve seen Erin Phillips,”

Groves said.

Adelaide co-captain Phil-

lips, 31, has lit up the AFLW

with her midfield muscle and

forward nous, propelling the

Crows to the cusp of a grand

final berth.

Her hanger over Mel-

bourne’s Mel Hickey last

week was just a sample of

what she can do.

An Australian Opal and

guard with WNBA club Dallas

Wings, Phillips said she had

no expectations about pro-

fessional football and a simple

philosophy had worked well.

“My dad always says if you

love something, you have fun,

you’ll do it well,” Phillips said.

“I’m just loving every second

of it. You can see it on my face

when I’m out there.”

Basketball is still
 her main

game and, since making her

international debut in 2005,

Phillips has won a Common-

wealth Games gold medal,

Olympic silver, a world cham-

pionship and two WNBA ti-

tles. But the pull of AFLW was

so strong — her father, Greg,

is a legendary Port Adelaide

figure who played 84 games

for Collingwood — she quick-

ly brushed aside the risk of

voiding her contract with Dal-

las if she was injured.

“I honestly thought if I

didn’t play in this season the

regret would have been big-

ger,” she said. “That was the

deciding factor — if I didn’t

give this a go, I’m always

going to regret it.

“My (WNBA) coach was

great and my general manager

was really good. Obviously

there were some concerns.

Basically they were like, ‘We

know how much this game

means to you’. They know my

dad’s history with it and they

were like, ‘Just stay healthy’.”

Groves witnessed first-

hand the damage Phillips can

do. She had 16 touches as the

Crows defeated the Bulldogs

by 25 points in Round 2.

“Just in the warm-up,

she’s not overly tall (173cm) ...

the way she physically pre-

sented when I walked past

her,” Groves said. “I was

like, ‘Oh, OK’. Then

(there’s) the way she plays

and that’s ultimately why

Adelaide are going so well,

on the back of her.” 

Phillips’ skills as a bas-

ketball point guard have

transferred to football, her

sure hands and vision often

putting her a class above op-

ponents.

“In basketball, you’re play-

ing in such a confined space

with nine other people on the

floor at the same time —

you’ve got to make really

quick decisions, you’ve got to

read what other people are

about to do before they actu-

ally do it,” she said. “It’s re
ally

similar (to football), especially

in stoppages.”

Adelaide teammate, mid-

field gun Ebony Marinoff, 19,

said Phillips was a natural

footballer and her pedigree

had shone out.

“As soon as I saw her when

she came out to training, I

knew she was going to be a

dead-set gun,” Marinoff said.

“Just the way she kicked

her first drop punt, the way

she moved; just her skills

to pick that up after 20

years. You know she’s got

it in the blood.”

Greg Phillips has not

been able to put on a

Crows guernsey yet, but his

daughter has managed to

get him into a club polo shirt.

“It’s a big step,” she said.

“He’s like ‘(I’m) Crows

women, Crows women’. I’m

like, ‘OK, whatever’.” 

Off the field, Phillips has

become a mentor to Marinoff.

“I’ve got two young child-

ren to look after and Ebony’s

my third child,” Phillips said,

laughing.

Marinoff replied: “She’s just

a special person. She’s played

at the Olympics. Everything

over there doesn’t always go

well. Even their campaign in

Rio wasn’t fantastic and that

was pretty tough.

“She’s got a wealth of

knowledge of how to deal with

things — I think that’s prob-

ably the main impact she’s

had on me. I don’t have much

experience how to deal with

things because I’ve had it

pretty easy my whole life.”

Phillips’ wife Tracy Gahan,

a former basketball teammate,

gave birth to their twins, son

Blake and daughter Brooklyn,

in November.

“They’re the best part of

my life,” Phillips said. “There’s

nothing I have ever done

ELIZA
SEWELL

A giant in two sports played a world apart, 

Erin Phillips has wowed AFLW observers 

Adelaide’s Erin Phillips is a raking 

kick; and (clockwise from top left) 

with her twins; wife Tracy Gahan; 

and father Greg Phillips. 

Picture: GETTY IMAGES

HERALDSUN.COM.AU FRIDAY, MARCH 17, 2017

 81

V1 - MHSE01Z01MA

COLLINGWOODvADELAIDE 

TV FOX FOOTY, LIVE, 1.30PM RADIO SEN

$1.85
OLYMPIC PARK OVAL, SUNDAY, 1.35PM

$1.95

NO CHANGE

NO CHANGE

DEF

miD

FwD

int

C.McIntosh 20 S.Livingstone 12 T.Morgan 26 D.Varnhagen 9
T.Radan 6

D.Cox 31

E.Grant 5
N.Stevens 21 M.Hutchins 25 A.Hatchard 33

A.Foley 3
S.Thompson 14

A.Barden 38

C.Randall 26

E.King 60
A.Eva 2

B.Bonnici 8 R.Metcalfe 11
C.Cramey 22

J.Mules 23

S.Chiocci 17
S.D'Arcy 4

J.Cameron 27 E.Marinoff 10
E.Phillips 13

J.Sedunary 17

C.Bernardi 6
M.Hope 23

J.Garner 43 K.Gibson 2
S.Perkins 28

R.Killian 7

FROM G.Walker 31 C.Edwards 1 B.White 33

R.Schleicher 18 S.Casey 22 L.Wotton 19

L.Tesoriero 7 M.Kuys 9

FROM J.McCormick 5 S.Allan 39 H.Anderson 19

A.Holmes 1 G.Bevan 4 S.Riley 8

L.O’Shea 21 M.Hollick 18

CARLTONvBRISBANE LIONS

TV FOX FOOTY, LIVE, 3.30PM RADIO SEN, ABC

$1.70

IKON PARK, SUNDAY, 3.35PM

$2.15

NO CHANGE

NO CHANGE

DEF

miD

FwD

int

B.Davey 1
L.Attard 14

K.Loynes 2 S.Virgo 5
L.Kaslar 11 S.Campbell 20

B.Jakobsson 35 B.Moody 16 T.Lucas-Rodd 18 T.Randall 16
K.Lutkins 13

B.Koenen 3

L.Arnell 13

M.Hunt 6

A.Downie 30
S.Hosking 10 K.Gillespie-Jones 5 S.Webb 4

E.Bates 1
E.Zielke 8

S.Audley 26
I.Ayre 22

H.Trevean 33 K.Ashmore 10 S.Frederick-Traub 14 K.McCarthy 9

J.Ivey 28
R.Privitelli 9

D.Vescio 3 J.Membrey 27
T.Harris 7 J.Wuetschner 23

FROM T.Nestor 20 K.Shierlaw 25 L.Brazzale 12

M.Keryk 4 G.Pound 6 A.Brown 27

J.Kennedy 23 K.Darby 8

FROM N.Wallace 24 J.Stanton 17 N.Hildebrand 22 

S.Goodman 19 B.Gibson 25 A.Anderson 18

D.Kimmince 26 C.Collins 21

MARCUS
BONTEMPELLI

Melbourne
15

Western Bulldogs 7

Adelaide
8

Brisbane Lions 10

11

CHRIS
CAVANAGH

Melbourne
8

GWS Giants
12

Adelaide
6

Brisbane Lions 10

12

BILL
SHORTEN

Melbourne
14

GWS Giants
4

Collingwood
5

Carlton
17

13

PATRICK
DANGERFIELD

Melbourne
21

Western Bulldogs 15

Adelaide
5

Carlton
11

12

BIANCA
CHATFIELD

Melbourne
18

Western Bulldogs 11

Adelaide
12

Brisbane Lions 10

13

MATTHEW
LLOYD
Melbourne

10

Western Bulldogs 2

Adelaide
1

Brisbane Lions 8

13

MOANA
HOPE
Melbourne

Western Bulldogs

Collingwood

Brisbane Lions

14

DAVID
KING
Melbourne

1

Western Bulldogs 2

Adelaide
10

Carlton
2

14

GLENN
McFARLANE

Melbourne
15

Western Bulldogs 10

Collingwood
1

Carlton
3

11

DARCY
VESCIO
Fremantle

Western Bulldogs

Collingwood

Carlton

9

MARK 
ROBINSON

Melbourne
12

GWS Giants 10

Adelaide
9

Brisbane Lions 3

13

ELIZA
SEWELL
Melbourne

2

Western Bulldogs 10

Adelaide
1

Carlton
1

12

LAUREN
WOOD
Melbourne

8

Western Bulldogs 11

Adelaide
15

Brisbane Lions 20

12

REBECCA
WILLIAMS

Melbourne
12

Western Bulldogs 5

Collingwood
9

Carlton
11

9

14 1 4 11 5 10 7 8

THE

VERDICT

MALCOLM
TURNBULL

Melbourne
21

GWS Giants
7

Adelaide
5

Brisbane Lions 12

9
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MELBOURNE has regained 

defender Brooke Patterson 

for its must-win clash against 

Fremantle at Casey Fields 

tomorrow.

Patterson, one of the 

Demons’ best in their 

brilliant win against 

Collingwood in Round 2, has 

recovered from the 

hamstring injury that 

sidelined her for two games.

The Demons must defeat

the Dockers and hope 

Collingwood upsets Adelaide 

at Olympic Park on Sunday 

to have any chance at making 

Saturday week’s grand final 

in Brisbane.

Adelaide has named an 

extended squad, including 

midfielders Monique Hollick 

and Justine Mules and 

untried ruck Lauren O’Shea, 

and Crows co-captain Erin 

Phillips said her side was 

desperate to right the ship 

after two straight losses.

Defender Cecilia 

McIntosh returns for the 

Magpies after recovering 

from a hamstring injury.

Brisbane last night named

marquee player Sabrina 

Frederick-Traub, who 

struggled with a quad injury 

last week, to play against 

Carlton but, having secured a 

home grand final, coach 

Craig Starcevich has hinted 

he might rest his tall.

ELIZA SEWELL

DEFENDER 

BOOST 
FOR DEES

Pts %

BRISBANE LIONS 24 168.5

ADELAIDE
16 159.0

Melbourne
16 112.6

Carlton
12 114.9

Collingwood
12 92.7

Fremantle
6 76.8

GWS Giants
6 54.6

Western Bulldogs 4 87.3

AFLW

ALL GAMES 
LIVE

2D logo for print

Channel logos

SUPERTIPPING

that’s any better than have

kids with my wife.

“It’s the best thing but the

hardest thing … I’ve just got a

really good balance. 

“Staying with my parents

(Greg and Julie), they have

just been amazing. Without

them we would have packed

up and gone. This is too hard

to come from America and try

to do this alone. It’s been such

a really good distraction as

well. Win, lose or draw I get to

come home and just hang out

with them.”

Phillips and her family will

head back to Dallas at the end

of next month, when she

starts her WNBA pre-season.

She said she would be the

fittest she’s ever been after the

“massive shock to the system”

of playing on AFL grounds.

“You really just get an ap-

preciation of how hard this

game is. It’s b
y far the hardest

game to play in the world,” she

said.
Her success has garnered

plenty of interest from her

WNBA teammates, opening

endless possibilities for future

AFLW rookies. The Wings’

196cm centre Theresa Plai-

sance, 24, is especially keen.

“Looking at how successful

the season’s been so far … and

the fact that footy’s just

bloody fun to play, we’ll find a

lot more code hoppers or girls

who were playing football

before and just never had that

pathway,” Phillips said.

“A couple of my WNBA

teammates are massive fans.

(Plaisance) reckons she’d be a

great ruckman. She’s not a

fantastic runner, but she’s like,

‘I can work on it’.”

With the WNBA campaign

to come followed by a second

season of AFLW, the 2018

Commonwealth Games and

2022 Tokyo Olympics, Phil-

lips has a lot of options

“It’s kind of nice just to

have such a short goal,” she

said. “I just want to give footy

my best shot and then go back

to Dallas. And that’s all I real-

ly want to know right now.”

eliza.sewell@news.com.au
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BRIS. LIONSvGWS GIANTS
TV FOX FOOTY, LIVE, 4.30PM RADIO N/A 

$1.33 TOMORROW, 4.35PM, SOUTH PINE (QLD) $3.35

IN J.Membrey K.Deegan
OUT T.Randall (injured) S.Law

IN A.Saundry
OUT J.Barclay

DEF

miD

FwD

int

S.Virgo 5 S.Campbell 20 L.Kaslar 11 E.Swanson 17 S.Walker 5 C.Lawton 41

K.Deegan 12 K.Lutkins 13 B.Koenen 3 A.Farrugia 18 J.Dal Pos 7 A.Williams 20

M.Hunt 6
M.Nguyen 2

S.Webb 4 E.Bates 1 E.Zielke 8 R.Tomkins 1 B.Tully 16 M.Collier 14

K.Ashmore 10 S.Frederick-Traub 14 K.McCarthy 9 R.Beeson 6 P.McWilliams 3 A.Schmidt 11

J.Membrey 27 T.Harris 7 J.Wuetschner 23 K.Stanton 33 A.Saundry 4 A.Guest 19

N.Wallace 24 J.Stanton 17 N.Hildebrand 22

S.Goodman 19 B.Gibson 25 A.Anderson 18

EMG J.Ransfield 15 D.Kimmince 26 

N.Barr 8 E.Ross 15 E.McKinnon 23

J.Bibby 22 K.dePellegrini 9 E.Brush 10

EMG H.Wallett 13 C.Briggs 31 

MELBOURNEvCARLTON
TV FOX FOOTY, LIVE, 11.30AM RADIO SEN

$1.85 TOMORROW, 11.35AM, CASEY FIELDS $1.95

IN A.Newman
OUT S.Jolly

IN T.Nestor J.Kennedy
OUT B.Davey (injured) S.Last

DEF

miD

FwD

int

B.Patterson 24 M.Clifford 44 K.Smith 13 L.Brazzale 12 I.Ayre 22 L.Attard 14

D.Pearce 6 L.Duryea 11 S.Scott 12 N.Exon 15 D.Vescio 3 B.Jakobsson 35

H.Cordner 21
L.Arnell 13

L.Pearce 15 M.Hickey 18 E.O'Dea 5 S.Audley 26 K.Gillespie-Jones 5 T.Lucas-Rodd 18

K.Paxman 4 D.Berry 7 L.Mithen 14 G.Pound 6 D.Hardiman 31 R.Privitelli 9

S.Lampard 8 J.Anderson 28 C.Phillips 35 M.Keryk 4 A.Downie 30 K.Shierlaw 25

E.Humphries 3 R.Cranston 30 A.Newman 16

J.Grierson 19 M.Boyd 25 A.Mifsud 9

EMG A.Kemp 36, S.Jolly 10, 

K.Loynes 2 T.Nestor 20 J.Kennedy 23

A.Brown 27 S.Hosking 10 B.Moody 16

EMG K.Darby 8 
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AFL WOMEN’S TEAMS ROUND 4

IN Moana Hope’s last visit to

Whitten Oval, she kicked six

goals for the Western Bulldogs.

It was the making of her as a

football figure. 
Tomorrow night, Hope

returns to the scene of her

triumph a Magpie fighting to

maintain her standing among

the game’s elite.
Hope has kicked 1.2 in three

games for Collingwood, which

has been an underwhelming

presence in the AFLW and sits

winless on the bottom of the

ladder. 
Hope has had just 10 touch-

es for the season. 
She showed signs of her

matchwinning ability early

against Melbourne in Round 2

when she collected the ball in

front of her opponent and

twisted and turned before

snapping a goal.
A brilliant one-on-one play-

er, Hope hasn’t been afforded

that luxury in the AFLW.

She’s been double-teamed

and even when left one on one,

her space in front has been

quickly clogged by a loose

defender.
And the Magpies’ ball

movement and delivery have

been far from ideal.
“We’ve just got to continue

to support her and help her,”

Collingwood coach Wayne

Siekman said yesterday.

“The ball use into the for-

ward line, if we can get it in

quicker and to her advantage,

it’s going to help too.
“We’ve just got to get

around everyone, the whole

team, and say let’s have a great

team effort this week.
“It’s probably a positive she

gets to go back to the place

where her last game there she

was best on ground in the all-

stars exhibition game, where

she kicked six.”
Hope’s 106 goals in the VFL

Women’s last season were

kicked in a team featuring bril-

liant halfback Brianna Davey.

One can only imagine

Davey, now Carlton’s star

playmaker, bombing it long to

an open forward line where

Hope was stalking.
The small St Kilda Sharks’

Peanut Farm Oval is also more

conducive to goal scoring than

the expanses of say, Ikon Park,

where she has played two of

three games.
Hope started high half-

forward against Brisbane Lions

last weekend. She got her

hands on the footy early before

she hurt her knee and was

forced from the ground. She

could start higher up the

ground tomorrow against the

Bulldogs.
But it’s a conundrum for

Siekman.
“When she kicks goals she

energises the side and every-

one is buzzing from it,” he said.

“If you push her up high,

she gets a couple of marks and

it’s good for her confidence.

But if she gets it in deep and we

don’t score, are you saying, ‘I

wish we had Mo down there’.”

The knee issue is a niggle

she has carried since a training

mishap earlier this season. It’s

believed to be nothing too

major, but a hindrance all the

same.
There have been sugges-

tions a turbocharged midfield

role could help Hope get into

games. But given the powerful

onball combination of Emma

Kearney and Ellie Blackburn,

the Bulldogs probably isn’t the

team to try it against.
Whatever the plan for

Hope, she and Collingwood

need a breakthrough perform-

ance at Whitten Oval, some-

thing like the marquee

Magpie’s stirring September

night when she announced

herself to the football world.

eliza.sewell@news.com.au

Hope on 
a return 
to glory  

ELIZA SEWELL

AFLW 
SUPERCOACH 
WINNERS
(Average points)
1 Erin Phillips Adel  184
2 Emma Kearney WB  180
3 Daisy Pearce* Melb  177
4 Brianna Davey* Carl  171
5 Ebony Marinoff Adel  162
6 Karen Paxman Melb  161
7 Chelsea Randall* Adel  158
8 Kara Donnellan* Frem  148
9 Katie Brennan* WB  147
10 Jess Del Pos GWS  141
11 Elise O’Dea Melb 141
12 Hannah Scott WB  136
13 Lauren Arnell Carl  131
14 Ellie Blackburn* WB  130
15 Emily Bates Bris  130
16 Mel Hickey* Melb  127
 
19 Darcy Vescio* Carl  122**
38 Emma King* Coll  95
163 Moana Hope* Coll  41

*  Marquee players
**  Vescio leads the AFLW goalkicking  

 with 7 goals

Source: CHAMPION DATA

I never said I would 
kick 100 goals

EXCLUSIVE MO HOPE COLUMN  
ONLINE AT 1PM

heraldsun.com.au
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the club’s website. “We just

have to keep winning and we

need to get the four points in

every game to keep the season

alive.”
Winless Collingwood has

stuck with the line-up that suf-

fered a four-point loss to Bris-

bane Lions. Forward Kate

Sheahan has again been

named an emergency for the

match at Whitten Oval.

Carlton has made two

changes for its clash against

Melbourne at Casey Fields

tomorrow.
Star midfielder Brianna

Davey — who has averaged 23

disposals in the first three

games — is out with a lower

back injury.
Defender Sarah Last (knee)

will also miss. Tahni Nestor

comes in for her first game and

midfielder Jess Kennedy is

recalled.
Forward Aliesha Newman

returns for Melbourne, replac-

ing Sarah Jolly.

BULLDOGSvCOLLINGWOOD
TV CHANNEL 7, LIVE, 7PM; FOX FOOTY, LIVE, 7PM RADIO N/A

$1.65 TOMORROW, 7.10PM, WHITTEN OVAL $2.25

IN L.Moorecroft K.Brennan M.McDonald

OUT C.Clarkson J.Gardner R.Neaves
NO CHANGE

DEF

miD

FwD

int

K.Lamb 27 H.Scott 22 B.Hunt 21 C.McIntosh 20 S.Livingstone 12 C.Edwards 1

L.Williams 9 A.O'Connor 4 H.Wildes 17 S.Chiocci 17 N.Stevens 21 M.Hutchins 25

J.Lambert 7
A.Barden 38

L.Spark 11 E.Kearney 5 E.Blackburn 2 E.King 60 L.Tesoriero 7 B.White 33

N.Callinan 10 K.Brennan 3 B.Lochland 1 A.Eva 2 S.D'Arcy 4 J.Cameron 27

K.McLeod 6 E.Gamble 14 K.Tyndall 8 E.Grant 5 M.Hope 23 J.Garner 43

K.Ebb 12 L.Birch 18 A.Gogos 36
M.McDonald 15 L.Moorecroft 23 T.Ernst 19

EMG L.Bailey 13 C.Clarkson 24 

T.Morgan 26 M.Kuys 9 G.Walker 31

R.Schleicher 18 B.Bonnici 8 C.Bernard 6

EMG P.Cula-Reid 3 K.Sheahan 24 

FREMANTLEvADELAIDE
TV FOX FOOTY, LIVE, 7PM RADIO ABC

$2.90 SUNDAY, 7.05PM, FREMANTLE OVAL $1.42

IN M.Caulfield B.Devlyn IN S.Allan M.Hollick L.O’Shea
OUT A.Hatchard

DEF

miD

FwD

int

G.O'Sullivan 22 T.Bresland 5 T.Angel 9 D.Varnhagen 9 T.Radan 6 T.Thorn 15

A.Sharp 1 K.Clinch 25 S.Cain 20 R.Killian 7 S.Allan 39 E.Phillips 13

E.Antonio 12
G.Bevan 4

A.Lavell 7 G.Houghton 27 K.Bentley 23 R.Metcalfe 11 A.Holmes 1 C.Randall 26

L.Filocamo 4 H.Miller 19 T.Haynes 6 K.Gibson 2 J.Sedunary 17 H.Anderson 19

D.Hooker 17 A.Chuot 14 K.Donnellan 15 D.Cox 31 S.Perkins 28 C.Cramey 22

FROM C.Davidson 33 D.Okely 16 M.Caulfield 24 

K.Phillips 13 S.Barr 10 B.Smith 18

B.Devlyn 26 T.Golisano 11

FROM E.Marinoff 10 J.McCormick 5 M.Hollick 18 

S.Thompson 14 A.Foley 3 S.Riley 8

L.O’Shea 21 J.Mules 23

MARCUS
BONTEMPELLI
Melbourne 5
Brisbane Lions 15
Western Bulldogs 8
Adelaide 19

6

CHRIS
CAVANAGH
Melbourne 6
Brisbane Lions 10
Western Bulldogs 4
Adelaide 8

6

BILL
SHORTEN
Carlton 8
Brisbane Lions 23
Collingwood 13
Adelaide 17

5

BIANCA
CHATFIELD
Carlton 9
Brisbane Lions 14
Western Bulldogs 10
Adelaide 20

6

MOANA
HOPE
Melbourne
Brisbane Lions
Collingwood
Adelaide

5

GLENN
McFARLANE
Carlton 1
Brisbane Lions 13
Western Bulldogs 9
Adelaide 16

5

5 10 12 3 11 4 1 14
THE

VERDICT

DARCY
VESCIO
Carlton
GWS Giants
Collingwood
Fremantle

5

MARK 
ROBINSON
Carlton 12
Brisbane Lions 24
Collingwood 8
Adelaide 18

6

ELIZA
SEWELL
Melbourne 1
Brisbane Lions 12
Western Bulldogs 5
Adelaide 1

6

LAUREN
WOOD
Melbourne 8
Brisbane Lions 19
Western Bulldogs 17
Adelaide 20

7

REBECCA
WILLIAMS
Carlton 8
Brisbane Lions 10
Western Bulldogs 7
Adelaide 12

5

MALCOLM
TURNBULL
Carlton 5
Brisbane Lions 15
Western Bulldogs 7
Adelaide 12

4
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WESTERN Bulldogs marquee

forward Katie Brennan will

return to the field against Col-

lingwood tomorrow night as

her side fights to remain in the

race to qualify for the AFLW

grand final.
Pre-season premiership

favourites, the Bulldogs find

themselves with a mountain to

climb after a 1-2 start that has

left them in fifth spot on the

ladder.
Brennan, who rolled her

right ankle in a practice match

before Round 1, battled

through the first two games

before finding herself in a

moon boot. She missed the

Round 3 loss to Melbourne last

weekend.
However, the 24-year-old

was last night named as one of

three inclusions for to-

morrow’s match, alongside

debutants Meg McDonald and

Lauren Morecroft.
“We’re a good team, we’re

just not playing with a high

degree of confidence,” Bull-

dogs coach Paul Groves told

Brennan back 
for Dog fight

CHRIS CAVANAGH

PATRICK
DANGERFIELD
Carlton 12
GWS Giants 9
Western Bulldogs 18
Adelaide 15

8

MATTHEW
LLOYD
Carlton 4
Brisbane Lions 14
Western Bulldogs 8
Adelaide 6

8

DAVID
KING
Carlton 10
GWS Giants 5
Western Bulldogs 1
Adelaide 2

7

ALL GAMES 
LIVE SUPERTIPPING

Magpies star
Moana Hope

collects one of
only 10 disposals
in three matches,

against Carlton’s
Laura Attard in

Round 1. Picture:
GETTY IMAGES

Katie Brennan (right), who missed last week, is back to face 

Collingwood tomorrow night. Picture: GETTY IMAGES
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2017 AFLW MVP

7 3 Sabrina Fred’k-Traub (BL)

7 - Brianna Davey (Carl)

7 - Erin Phillips (Adel)

7 1 Karen Paxman (Melb)

6 3 Daisy Pearce (Melb)

5 - Kara Donnellan (Frem)

FRIDAY
GWS Giants v Melbourne

Blacktown Complex, 5.05pm

SATURDAY

Carlton v Western Bulldogs

Ikon Park, 11.35am

Fremantle v Collingwood

Rushton Park (WA), 1.35pm

Adelaide v Brisbane Lions

Norwood Oval (SA), 7.10pm

NEXT WEEK

 LADDER
Pts %

BRISBANE LIONS 16 201.5

ADELAIDE 12 230.6

MELBOURNE 12 120.9

CARLTON
8 137.5

W. Bulldogs 4 93.2

Fremantle 2 63.4

GWS Giants 2 54.1

Collingwood 0 50.4

AFLW

ADELAIDE
D.Cox 31, S.Perkins 28,

C.Cramey 22, R.Killian 7,

S.Allan 39, E.Phillips 13,

G.Bevan 4, K.Gibson 2,

J.Sedunary 17, H.Anderson 19,

D.Varnhagen 9, T.Radan 6,

T.Thorn 15, R.Metcalfe 11,

A.Holmes 1, C.Randall 26,

E.Marinoff 10, J.McCormick 5,

M.Hollick 18, S.Thompson 14,

A.Foley 3, S.Riley 8,

L.O’Shea 21, J.Mules 23

FREMANTLE

G.O’Sullivan 22, T.Bresland 5

C.Davidson 33, K.Donnellan 

15, A.Chuot 14, S.Cain 20

E.Antonio1 2, L.Filocamo 4,

H.Miller 19, B.Whyte 38,

D.Hooker 17, A.Lavell 7,

A.Sharp 1, K.Clinch 25,

M.Caulfield 24, K.Bentley 23,

T.Angel 9, D.Okely 16,

G.Houghton 27, K.Phillips 13,

S.Barr 10, B.Smith 18,

B.Devlyn 26, T.Golisano 11

AFLW 
TEAMS

FREMANTLE  
v ADELAIDE

FREMANTLE OVAL,  

TONIGHT, 7.05PM

LIONS

HAMILTON’S BEST

Lions: Frederick-Traub, 

Ashmore, Bates, Zielke, 

McCarthy
Giants: Swanson, McKinnon, 

Dal Pos, Tomkins, Williams 

GOALS
Lions: Ashmore 2,McCarthy 

2, Membrey, Frederick-

Traub. Giants: Stanton

VENUE
South Pine Sports Complex

0.3 1.7 4.7 6.7 43
GIANTS
0.1 0.1 0.3 1.3 9 tried to kick it to her,’’ she said.

“It bounced the right way,

so I’ll take it. I’m claiming it.

“And I was secretly hoping

she wouldn’t touch it, so she

did the right thing.’’

It has produced a challenger

to Kate McCarthy’s five-

bounce goal of the year con-

tender from last week.

Ashmore had three touches

in a chain of possession that

began on the wing but it was

the finish, a 25m soccered at-

tempt from tight against the

boundary that broke hard at

the last minute, that will surely

make its way onto the end-of-

season highlights reel.

AFLW 2017 MVP
XXXXX’S VOTES

3 XXXX (BL)

2 XXXX (BL)

1  XXXX (BL)

AFLW 2017 MVP
HAMILTON’S VOTES

3 S.FREDERICK-TRAUB (BL)

2 K.ASHMORE (BL)

1  E.BATES (BL)

months, the 23-year-old now

shares the nickname Tex with

Adelaide spearhead Taylor

Walker and has become a cult

figure among fans.

The Dockers’ season is all

but over following two losses

and a draw from their three

games, but coach Michelle

Cowan is refusing to give up

Determined Dockers cling to slim final hopes

FREMANTLE will face the

AFLW’s biggest challenge

when it confronts hulking

Adelaide forward Sarah Per-

kins at Fremantle Oval today.

Perkins was overlooked in

the draft due to fitness con-

cerns, but has become an inte-

gral part of the Crows

unbeaten start after being

thrown a free agent lifeline.

Having lost 40kg in 12

despite being 10 points and

percentage adrift of a grand

final spot.
The top two after seven

rounds play in the decider.

“Our season is still alive, ab-

solutely, and the girls know

that. They’ll be out to compete

on Sunday,” Cowan said.

Fremantle is the second-

lowest scoring side, but it

looked more fluent in last

weekend’s draw with Greater

Western Sydney.

They had five more scoring

shots than the Giants in the 7.1

(43) to 6.7 (43) draw.

“It was easy for us to ident-

ify what we need to work on

from last weekend,” Cowan

said. “Our team defence was

something that let us down.

But the great thing is they’re

fixable things and we have the

opportunity to respond.”

Today’s clash, which begins

at 4.05pm, will be the first of

three consecutive home games

for the Fremantle women.

On Saturday they will take

on Collingwood at Rushton

Park before a clash against

Carlton at Subiaco Oval.

Both games are fixtured as

curtain raisers to men’s JLT

Community Series matches.

BRADEN QUARTERMAINE

Lions on prowl
Ashmore highlight as Brisbane boosts percentage

EDDIE Betts, you have a rival.

A day after the Adelaide

star’s set shot from deep in the

pocket against Richmond,

Lion Kaitlyn Ashmore went

one better in Brisbane’s 34-

point rout of Greater Western

Sydney yesterday.

It was the first of two goals

the Lions’ midfielder booted in

the 6.7 (43) to 1.3 (9) victory in

front of 3500 fans at the South

Pine Sports Complex.

“I want to say it was deliber-

ate, but I saw Sammy (Virgo)

running into the square and I

“We’ve been having a joke,

discussing which one was bet-

ter,’’ Ashmore said.

“I honestly think hers is bet-

ter — five bounces and a goal is

pretty spectacular, especially

because she had the ball from

before the centre square.’’

Ruck-forward Sabrina

Frederick-Traub collected 13

disposals, six marks and kicked

1.1. Emily Bates and captain

Emma Zielke were also good,

while Emma Swanson fought a

lone battle for the Giants.

andrew.hamilton@news.com.au

ANDREW HAMILTON

BRISBANE

Renee Tomkins of the 

Giants tries to spoil 

Brisbane star Tayla 

Harris at South Pine 

Complex in Brisbane 

yesterday.

Picture: GETTY IMAGES

VicHealth aligned  
with AFLW content  

throughout  
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http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/western-bulldogs-police-recruits-get-their-tackling-right-on-and-off-the-
field/news-story/c158631a9dc56c156038ed3693f94d9f

Born out of a meeting with the client, ad agency and  
Herald Sun Sport editorial Head, Matt Kitchin and  
Product, a video and article were produced about two police 
officers that had been drafted to the Western Bulldogs.  
The article focused on synergies of working in the force  
and playing women’s AFL. Pointing out that flexible  
working hours enabled officers to attend training was  
of particular importance for Victoria Police as part of their 
recruitment campaign.  
All key stakeholders have been extremely happy  
with the involvement of our editorial team.
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love it. Every time you walk in

they ask when are you playing,

what’s happening? They want

to know the ins and outs.”

Bailey said every member of

her station who was not rost-

ered to work had come to the

Bulldogs’ practice match

against Collingwood last week.

“The support we’ve got

from everyone has been amaz-

ing,” Bailey said. “A lot of them

have never watched women’s

footy before but they absol-

utely loved it.”

The dual roles — both team

oriented but with very differ-

ent uniforms — have suited

the pair to a tee.

“When I walk into the

Whitten Oval, I completely

switch off from work” Bailey

said. “We just focus on the

footy — it’s probably the best

balance we can get.

“Every day we’ve got train-

ing on, I just get really excited. 

“It’s kind of good to have a

bit of a release and not talk

about policing. It’s refreshing

coming to the club.”

eliza.sewell@news.com.au

ELLIE Blackburn was 

destined to be a women’s 

football pioneer.

A star midfielder for her

VWFL club, 21-year-old 

Blackburn and Katie 

Brennan were signed by the 

Western Bulldogs as 

marquee players.

“I’ve been playing footy for

pretty much all my life,” 

Blackburn said.

“I’ve moved from and to a

couple of teams just ... 

because I couldn’t play there 

any longer, whether they 

folded or there wasn’t a youth 

girls’ team.

“I’ve had a few (great 

memories) but probably my 

favourite one was when I 

moved across to play footy 

with my junior footy team, 

where I played with the boys, 

at Beaconsfield and we 

started up a youth girls’ team 

there.
“We had our first 

induction day the year before 

and only had about three or 

four girls show up. Then in 

training we didn’t have many 

numbers but by the end of the 

year the girls came in and it 

became a real big family club.

“In our second year we 

won the flag and it was a 

pretty amazing moment 

knowing we had a lot of new 

girls in our team and to build 

that up from scratch, and to 

win it the way we did, was 

pretty memorable.”

The youngest of three 

children, Blackburn 

developed an early passion 

for football.

It has always been a family

affair — from her dad who is 

still playing locally, and her 

grandmother, taking her to 

watch St Kilda every week.

Like many, her own career

began when her brother and 

sister started Auskick.

“Of course because they

did Auskick, I wanted to do 

Auskick,” Blackburn said.

But it wasn’t as if she was a

star as soon as she picked up 

the footy.
“It helped a lot when you

practise out the front (of your 

house) with your dad, brother 

and sister, and mum 

occasionally,” she said.

“I practised a fair bit — 

every night after school I was 

out the front kicking the 

footy and I’d try and get to 

training early and practise 

snap shots at goal.

“I did everything I could to

improve and be better at 

footy.”
When the Bulldogs open

their AFLW campaign 

against Fremantle at Whitten 

Oval tonight, Blackburn will 

fulfil a wish.

“It was a childhood dream

and it’s something I’ve always 

been passionate about,” 

Blackburn said.

“I’ve loved footy ever since

I could remember, so from 

day dot it’s something I’ve 

always wanted to be part of.”

DESTINY FULFILLED FOR FOOTY FANATIC BLACKBURN

KATE SALEMME

WHEN police officer Courtney

Clarkson found herself chasing

a crook this week, she was

thankful for the gruelling pre-

season she had just completed

with the Western Bulldogs.

By day, and sometimes

night, Clarkson and Bulldogs

teammate Laura Bailey are in

the frontline of policing.

But for the next seven

weeks — and potentially an

eighth, the grand final —

they’re also AFLW footballers.

Bailey, 24, will play down

back for the Bulldogs in their

season opener against Fre-

mantle at Whitten Oval to-

night while Clarkson, 25, has

been named as an emergency.

Clarkson said improved fit-

ness since being drafted was

helping her on and off the field.

“Running around here

three nights a week definitely

helps chasing those offenders

that run off on us,” Clarkson

said. “They normally stop for

us, but when they do, it’s good

to have the fitness behind you.”

Bailey has played football

for three years at local level.

Clarkson played as a junior

and returned to the game in re-

cent years.

Both are fulltime police offi-

cers but haven’t missed a beat

on the track as Victoria Police

allowed flexible working times

to accommodate their training

and match commitments. 

“Work’s been really good

around shift times,” Clarkson

said. “(My colleagues) they

Force with the Dogs
ELIZA SEWELL

Laura Bailey 

and Courtney 

Clarkson will 

juggle 
demanding 

careers as 

police officers 

with playing 

footy. Picture: 

WAYNE 
LUDBEY
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Blake and Brooklyn, and wife, Tracy, at her side through a wonderful eight weeks.Melbourne captain Daisy Pearce enhanced her reputation, if that was possible.She led a team of youngstersto the cusp of the grand final and was as dangerous up forward as in the midfield.Carlton’s Darcy Vescio wonthe goalkicking, but it wasn’t so much the 14 majors that endeared her most — it was the way she kicked them.Mercurial ground play, elastic-limbed marks and that sense of what next?Her teammate, halfback Brianna Davey, the nation’s former No. 1 female goalkeeper, was stunning in the indigenous game and never let up.

ELIZASEWELL

 ETCHED IN HISTORY 

AFLW 2017 SOUVENIR

TRAIL BLAZERS DARCY VESCIOMercurial ground play, elastic-limbed marks and that sense of what next?A FL Women’s was acelebration of thepossible.
The AFL got theball rolling bybringing forward the competition three years and then the players came to the party. It was their game and they made it.

There was the woman who was born to play the game, Adelaide’s Erin Phillips.A two-time WNBA champion, world champion and Olympic silver medallist, she put her basketball career on the line to experience AFL, the game her dad, Greg, played and loved.A sage football judge was given to remark during Phillips’ dominant grand final performance that she was “a real footballer”. Sexist? Maybe, but also absolutely true. She’s a natural. Her skills run the gamut from spectacular contested marks to 50m drop punt bombs, shimmies, shakes and whatever else you can think of.And she quietly opened a feweyes to what a modern family can be with her infant twins, 

Western Bulldogs midfield duo Emma Kearney and Ellie Blackburn were formidable and daring, while Demon Karen Paxman often had the ball on a string, shining on the big stage.Brisbane twin towers TaylaHarris and Sabrina Frederick-Traub were a force of nature. Harris’ pack mark, where shecompeted with four Dockers, was an A-list AFLW01 highlight.The Lions provided plenty more for the show reel including speedster Kate McCarthy’s sprinting goal, where she took five bounces running seemingly at the speed of Usain Bolt from the centre square to score and Kaitlyn Ashmore’s dinky soccer snap from the pocket.A World Cup cricketer evenmade a seamless transition to the game — Collingwood forward Jess Cameron got better as the rounds progressed.And, of course, there was Adelaide forward Sarah Perkins. Her story of persistence andtransformation captivated the footy community and she now has a premiership medal. The beauty of this 

competition was its unpredictability.The lockout at Ikon Park forthe opening game between Carlton and Collingwood, where almost 25,000 fans packed the weathered bench seats and hundreds were left clambering for a look, was just the start.It took a lot of people sometime to realise the pre-season premiership fancies Fremantle and Western Bulldogs were both false favourites. After two rounds, Adelaide,Carlton and the unheralded Brisbane were undefeated. Adelaide saw off Carltonat home in Round 3 — just — and by Round 5, it was Adelaide v Brisbane, the battle of the undefeated facing off at Norwood. The visitors would win by three points, but another meeting was destined.
Beneath the top two there were plenty of positive signs.The Demons,Blues and 

Magpies were all 

still varying chances for a grand final berth ahead of the last round of the home and away season
Melbourne’s youth turned out to be its strength, not its weakness. Carlton was ultra-competitive and a bit stiff, losing two games by a kick and drawing another.Collingwood found form aftera very slow start, winning three of its last four games.And so to a grand final thatabsolutely no one would have foreseen just eight weeks earlier.Led by Phillips and her equally inspirational co-captain Chelsea Randall, the Crows created history at Metricon Stadium. 

It was brilliant.The season ended too soon.Next year, another round offinals is likely to be played and the top four will battleit out for AFLW glory.It will only enhance thecompetition and furthershowcase its most valuable asset — itsplayers.
eliza.sewell@news.com.au

Formidable, inspirational, daring ... players deserve legend status
Carlton starDarcy Vescioand fans after theopening game,and (below)Adelaide co-captain ErinPhillips celebratesthe premiershipwith twins Blakeand Brooklyn.Pictures: AAP,GETTY IMAGES
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DREAMS COME TRUE
ELIZA SEWELL CELEBRATES 

THE STARS OF THE SHOW

‘A MAJOR WOW MOMENT’
KAREN PAXMAN’S 

EXCLUSIVE COLUMN

HOW THE FLAG WAS WON
ROUND BY ROUND 

REVIEW

HAIL OUR 
HEROES
 FROM AN OPENING-ROUND LOCKOUT TO A THRILLING 

 SIX-POINT GRAND FINAL, THE FIRST SEASON HAD IT ALL CLOCKWISE
FROM

TOP LEFT

Darcy Vescio
CARLTON

Daisy Pearce
MELBOURNE

Emma Kearney
W.BULLDOGS

Jess Cameron
COLLINGWOOD

FOR WOMEN IN SPORT
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T HE first season ofAFL Women’s
was mind-blowing.I’ve had a bit oftime to reflect on the last few months and I was thinking about the way that each team was put together from scratch.We had to jell together andlearn a team plan together and learn everyone’s names — it’s just such a unique situation we were all thrown into.While it was a standard nine hours that we were all signing up for each week, it definitely took over our lives.A lot of the girls dropped down from fulltime to part-time work. Your social life kind of dwindled off — luckily most of my mates from outsidefooty are quite patient.You want to put in as muchas you can because it is the top level, and nine hours a week isn’t enough. We’re slowly getting our free time back now.

I was there on the first night between Carlton and Collingwood and that was crazy.
I feel quite lucky that I wasthere — it would have been awesome to be playing in front of that many people but just to be there was amazing.That was a major “wow” moment for me.

Come the Sunday of the first round, it was our turn against Brisbane and there wasyet another unique situation — our game got halted because of lightning. It’s something we talk about now. Out of 10 or 11 years of playing football, to come off because of weather is something that had just never happened for us.
By the end, we were relyingon Collingwood beating Adelaide in the last round for us to make the final. In one sense, we’d done what we could do up until that point.It was quite hard watchingthe game and for a moment there, I thought Collingwood was going to run over the top of them and it would be us in the final a week after.Aside from not getting intothe Grand Final, we did have heaps of other little achievements along the way. We’ve built an incredible culture at Melbourne and I think that’s a win in itself. I think we’ll be quite competitive, if not take it out, next year.

The standard’s going to liftagain. There will be a whole new pool of girls come draft time and it will all get bigger and better.
The foundations we’ve builtat Melbourne are something that will put us in good stead for 2018. I’m just so excited. 

KAREN PAXMAN IS A MELBOURNE MIDFIELDER AND AFLW ALL-AUSTRALIAN

KARENPAXMAN
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BACKS

MIDFIELDERS

FORWARDS

NICOLA  STEVENS

DARCY  VESCIO

CHELSEA  RANDALL

ELISE  
O’DEA

ERIN  
PHILLIPS (VC)    

KAREN  PAXMAN

COURTNEY CRAMEY

SARAH  PERKINS     

BRI  
DAVEY

DAISY  
PEARCE (C) 

SABRINA FREDERICK-TRAUB

EMMA  KING
EMILY  
BATES

KARA  
DONNELLAN

ELLIE  
BLACKBURN     

EMMA  KEARNEY

INTERCHANGEJess Dal Pos (GWS)
Kate McCarthy (Bris)

Ebony Marinoff (Adel)
Tayla Harris (Bris)

Melissa Hickey (Melb)
Samantha Virgo (Bris)

LEADING GOAL KICKER

DARCY VESCIO

RISING STAR

EBONY MARINOFF

WINNING TEAM

ADELAIDE

FIRST GOAL

JASMINE GARNER

HERALD SUN AWARD

BRIANNA DAVEY

BEST PLAYER

ERIN PHILLIPS

ALL AUSTRALIAN TEAM  

AFLW 2017SOUVENIR
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ALL AUSTRALIAN TEAM  PREMIERS Adelaide
AFL WOMEN’S BEST AND FAIREST MEDALErin Phillips (Adelaide)

AFLW PLAYERS’ MOST VALUABLE Erin Phillips (Adelaide)
HERALD SUN PLAYER OF THE YEARBrianna Davey (Carlton)

RISING STAREbony Marinoff (Adelaide)
LEADING GOAL KICKER (H&A SEASON)14 GOALS

Darcy Vescio (Carlton)
MOST DISPOSALS(H&A SEASON)160 DISPOSALS

Daisy Pearce (Melbourne)
MARK OF THE YEARDarcy Vescio (Carlton) 

GOAL OF THE YEARErin Phillips (Adelaide)
GRAND FINAL BEST ON GROUND MEDALErin Phillips (Adelaide)

FIRST GOALJasmine Garner (Collingwood)

MOST GOALSIN A GAME
4 GOALS
Darcy Vescio (Carlton)Sarah Perkins (Adelaide)

HIGHEST SCORE70 POINTS
Melbourne (11.4) v Fremantle, round 7 Adelaide (10.10)v Collingwood, round 7

BIGGEST CROWD24,500
Carlton v Collingwood Ikon Park, February 3

HONOUR ROLL

Pts %BRISBANE LIONS 26 151.4ADELAIDE 20 157.3Melbourne 20 141.0Carlton 14 112.5Collingwood 12 85.5W.Bulldogs 8 102.2Fremantle 6 64.1GWS Giants 6 51.8

OTHER MILESTONES

LADDER

AFL W BEST  & FAIREST
14 ERIN PHILLIPS (Adel)10 KAREN PAXMAN (Melb)10 ELLIE BLACKBURN (WB)9 LARA FILOCAMO (Freo)8 KAITLYN ASHMORE (Bris)7 DARCY VESCIO (Carl)7 JESS DAL POS (GWS)7 ELISE O’DEA (Melb)7 DAISY PEARCE (Melb)7 EMMA KEARNEY (WB)

AFLW 2017SOUVENIR

Souvenir Commemorative  
Liftout celebrating the success  
of the season.
(sponsored by Priceline)
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The sense of history certainly

drove that first weekend — as 

our traditional fans turned out in

big numbers, and a new 

demographic turned up to 

“take a look” at our game. 

The feeling of overnight 

success for the women’s league 

masks the work done by 

generations of girls and women 

who have played the game at 

community level, and who have 

been advocates for women’s 

footy for a long time.

They created the platform 

upon which the AFL was able to 

build this first season, and are a 

big part of our success. 

There is no turning back now,

this season has created support 

and demand for the women’s 

game. 
This support was shown in 

attendances, TV viewers and 

membership numbers for the 

competing clubs. 

This has been significant. But

more significant has been the 

extraordinary response at the 

community level in every state.

Clubs are being overwhelmed

GILLON
McLACHLAN

  EDITOR  DANNY RUSSELL         REPORTERS  ELIZA SEWELL, LAUREN WOOD         DESIGN & PRODUCTION  JUSTIN BURT, AARON MANDOLENE, KIRK O’DWYER

O
n February 1 this year,

we launched the

first ever NAB

AFL Women’s

competition, and I said I 

thought a revolution could be 

taking place in our game. 

Little did I really know how

true that would be. 

Fast-forward two months 

and new sporting heroes 

have emerged as part of a 

historic moment in the history 

of our game and the history 

of sport in Australia. 

There are so many people to

thank, from our broadcasters 

and corporate partners, our 

Clubs and their members, 

and the community — who 

responded to the new league 

with enthusiasm and passion. 

The first game was a genuine

surprise — even after shifting 

venues, we still had a lockout 

with more than 24,000 jammed 

into Ikon Park, and several 

thousand more outside. 

THERE IS NO 
TURNING 

BACK NOW

was “see what we create” — 

and it could not be more 

appropriate given the way 

the players have taken control 

of this fledgling league, and 

sent a message across 

Australia of equality and 

aspiration. 

We salute them all, and 

we can’t wait for next season.

GILLON MCLACHLAN IS 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE AFL

with demand from girls and 

women to play the game, and 

our participation rates are 

soaring. 
The impact of the women 

playing in this new competition 

has been profound.

The players’ commitment 

and passion on and off the field 

has been an inspiration to our 

game and our supporters. But it 

has been bigger than that.

The slogan for AFL Women’s

Fans filled

Ikon Park for

the season-

opener between

Carlton and

Collingwood

on February 3.
Picture:

GETTY IMAGES

We are proud to partner with the Thunderbirds 

netball team, Western Bulldogs AFLW team 

and Sydney Sixers WBBL team for the 

2016/17 season.

Together we can inspire women everywhere 

to lead active and healthy lifestyles. 

Erin Bell,

Thunderbirds 

Captain

Katie Brennan,

Western Bulldogs 

Captain

Ellyse Perry,

Sydney Sixers 

Captain

PROUDLY SUPPORTING

Grand Final winners poster
(sponsored by Porter Davis)



“ The women’s football revolution has  
captivated the country since the first  
ball was thrown up in front of a lock-out  
crowd of 24,500 fans at Princes Park on  
February 3.

Fans have embraced the newest form  
of the game by turning out to matches by  
the thousand and tuning in to TV broadcasts 
in huge numbers.

Fresh stars have been born, headed  
by Carlton high-flyer Darcy Vescio and  
Adelaide’s WNBA gun Erin Phillips,  
and with new pathways opening up  
for junior players, the future is blindingly 
bright.”

ELIZA SEWELL
Herald Sun Sport Reporter



Thank you to our commercial partners for joining us 
to support the launch of AFLW


