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Women’s Sanitation:  

An Inconvenient Truth 
A high impact campaign aimed at driving awareness and demanding action 

towards women’s health through better sanitation  



Why Women’s Sanitation? 

Women’s health is largely neglected in 
Indian society. Women have been forced 

to compromise on health and 
sanitation. Toilets are few and far 

between and most of them are in a state 

of disrepair and neglect 
 

These matters have been compounded by 

social beliefs, myths and taboos around 

menstruation 

Women in the weaker sections of society 

risk their lives to accidents or 
crimes while defecating in the open 

 



An impactful campaign highlighting the administrative and social lacunae in the area of women’s 
health and sanitation and driving positive change towards a healthier, cleaner future  

OBJECTIVES 

IDEA 

• Awareness: Highlight the present state of women’s sanitation in Maharashtra 

• Empowerment: Create an open dialogue and communication channel between women across 

sections of society and experts / policy makers 

• Action: Assign accountability and demand action from concerned authorities 

• Impact: Create tangible impact towards ensuring better sanitation facilities for women 

Idea & Objectives 



Multiple touchpoints across print, digital media and onground activations  

Modus Operandi 

Editorial 
Campaign 

Health 
Seminars 

with Experts 

Debates and 
round table 
discussions 

Onground 
Reportage 

Celebrity 
Articles 

Digital & 
Social Media 
Amplification 

Reader 
Generated 

Content 



Stories Highlighting the state of disrepair of public toilets 
 
• 3 persons in Mankhurd suburb of Mumbai died after falling in a toilet tank 

 
• Impact: Mumbai Municipal Corporation announced construction of 14 new 

toilets 



Stories highlighting the dangers of open defecation 
 
• 2 women attacked by leopards in broad daylight 

 
• 7 instances of sexual crimes against women within 

the span of 2 months 



Stories around Menstruation and Sanitary Pads 
 
• Healthy and safe usage 
 
• Impact of GST and Taxation Burden on sanitary 

pads 
 

• Environmental impact and healthy disposal of 
sanitary pads 
 
 
 
 
 



Stories aimed at changing mindsets and busting 
taboos and myths around menstruation 
 
• Religious myths such as no entry into places of 

worship 
 

• Social myths and beliefs 
 
 
 
 
 



Reader Engagement 
 
• Maharashtra Times invited views from readers 

on topics related to menstruation and the state 
of public toilets 
 

• Over 500 e-mails and letters received; the best 
were published in the newspaper 
 
 
 
 
 



Onground Interactions with Doctors and Experts 
 
• Series around menstrual health with leading 

doctors and experts 
 

• Onground health seminars in schools and 
colleges 
 
 
 
 
 



Celebrity Plug-ins 
 
• Guest articles from Bollywood stars 

Akshay Kumar and Kajol 
 
 
 
 
 



Digital / Social Media amplification 
 

• FB live discussion with leading 
experts 
 

• Over 9000 views generated 
 
 
 
 
 



Maharashtra Government Launched the “Asmita” (Pride) scheme for rural girls and women: 

Sanitary pads at just Rs. 5 for a pack of 8 

Municipal Corporation of Mumbai constructed 14 new toilets in the Mankhurd Suburb after 

reporting the dangerous condition of toilets 

Impact 

Several State Transport Bus Depots and Suburban railway stations  made the use of public toilets 

free for women 

Several State Transport Bus Depots and Suburban railway stations  made the use of public toilets 

free for women 



Several colleges in Mumbai installed sanitary napkin vending machines 

Ahmednagar Citizens’ Forum got the State Transport to repair and clean all toilets at the bus 

station and install a toilet seat for disabled travelers   

Impact 

Police superintendent of Ahmednagar district provided a separate mobile toilet van for 

women police, first of it kind in the state 

Minister of state, town planning, Maharashtra sent a notice to Commissioner office of Mumbai 

Corporation to submit a report on action to be taken on public toilets at tourist spots 



Thank You! 


