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A gongfu trainer who used a Chi-
nese martial arts gym as a gaming 
house was jailed for 10 days and 
fined $10,000 on Tuesday. 

Tan Soh Tin, 74, admitted to al-
lowing  the  public  to  enter  the  
premises at Lorong 15 Geylang to 
play mahjong.

Prosecution  officer  Kelvin  Lee  

Ming Woei said that acting on infor-
mation received, police raided the 
premises on Feb 14 and arrested 
Tan, two co-accused and four oth-
ers that day.

Investigations showed that Tan 
had rented the premises for $2,000 
a month to operate a Chinese mar-
tial  arts  gym  known  as  Master  
Tan’s Gym. But he also set up two 
mahjong tables for members of the 
public, who would pay to play. 

The money he got from this went 

to covering part of his rental cost.
Assistant  Superintendent  Lee  

said that to manage the sessions, 
Tan  enlisted  the  help  of  Chua  
Thian Lye, 66, and Sim Kim Huat, 
65, who would collect $3 from each 
player for every round played.

In a round, a total of $12 would be 
collected from all the players.

Chua and Sim, whose cases will 
be mentioned next Wednesday, ad-
mitted to playing mahjong the day 
they  were  caught  and  said  that  

they  had  found  out  about  the  
mahjong sessions through word of 
mouth. 

The stakes involved were about 
$100 to $200 a game.

The  other  four  players  were  
fined between $1,000 and $2,000 
each for gaming.

Tan could have been fined up to 
$50,000 and jailed for up to three 
years for the offence.
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Getai singer Yuan Jin burning joss paper before she takes the stage at a getai performance at an open field in Yung An Road. The Hungry Ghost Festival, 
which takes place in the seventh month of the lunar calendar, officially started on Tuesday. During this time, it is believed that the gates of the netherworld 
are opened for spirits to roam the world. People burn offerings and lay out food for these spirits. Getai performances are also organised as entertainment for 
both the living and the dead. ST PHOTO: KEVIN LIM
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An unregistered practitioner of tra-
ditional Chinese medicine (TCM), 
whose treatment of a woman led to 
injury requiring surgery, was con-
victed of practising TCM without a 
valid certificate and sentenced to 12 
weeks’ jail by a district court.

Kong Tong Hong, 58, was found 
guilty of four offences, said to have 
been committed between Decem-
ber 2013 and February 2014, under 
the Traditional  Chinese Medicine 
Practitioners Act (TCMA), after a 
week-long trial last year .

Stressing  the  need  for  deter-
rence,  District  Judge  Siva  Shan-
mugam said in decision grounds is-
sued last  week:  “It  is  foreseeable  
that the rising demand for TCM ser-
vices may encourage the prolifera-
tion of unqualified practitioners to 
enter the field and engage in the 
practice of TCM.

“There is thus a compelling need 
to protect the public from exposure 
to unqualified TCM practitioners.”

Health Ministry prosecutor Karin 
Lai submitted a table of precedents 
which showed previous offenders 
under the Act had been fined up to 
$10,000 per charge. 

But those cases had not involved 
the use of acupuncture except for 
one and, unlike Kong’s, did not in-
volve victims who received treat-
ment more than once.

Madam Lim Lian Hoi started see-

ing Kong in December 2013 for pain 
and numbness in her leg until Feb-
ruary the following year.

On Feb 14, 2014, he applied a nee-
dle  to  her  lower  right  leg,  and  
placed a cup over the pricked spot 
before using a device to “suck out 
the  dirty  blood”,  which  was  the  
standard procedure he used during 
her visits. Later, her leg swelled and 
she had to be admitted to hospital 
for surgery to drain the multiple ab-
scesses in it.

She said the swellings occurred 
after  the  acupuncture  session  by  
Kong and a doctor testified the in-
juries might have arisen from infec-
tion following the treatment.

An expert witness testified that 
Kong’s  treatment  of  Madam  Lim  
amounted to acupuncture,  a  pre-
scribed practice under the TCMA.

Kong, defended by lawyer Daniel 
Atticus Xu, argued that he did not 
hold himself out to be a TCM practi-
tioner and claimed the procedure 
conducted on Madam Lim was not 
TCM “but rather a form of tradi-
tional or common therapy” meant 
to relieve pain.

District  Judge  Shanmugam  
found,  among  other  things,  that  
Kong  had  provided  inadequate  
answers in court and his claim of a 
“distinctive  practice  of  common  
therapy” was an afterthought de-
signed  to  answer  the  charges  
against  him.  Kong  is  out  on  bail  
pending appeal.
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W E ’ V E G O T S I N G A P O R E C O V E R E D

wine
our best picks

STRATEGIC
PARTNERS:

Subscribe now at stsub.sg
or call 6388 3838

Exquisite gifts and dining options
for your business or family
All gifts and diningmenus are paired with our
top picks of wines rated 90 points and above

PREMIUM & DELUXE THAI SIT DOWN
From $1,120+ (For 10 persons)

PREMIUM & DELUXE COCKTAIL RECEPTION
From $48+ per person (Minimum 30 persons)

3-COURSE & 4-COURSE WESTERN SIT DOWN
From $1,120+ (For 10 persons)

CANAPE BOX TAKEAWAY
From $168+ per box
(24 pcs per Box)

ROSES BOUQUET AND WINE GIFT SET
From $188+

www.STwine.sg
STwine@sph.com.sg 6319 5076 (office hours)

LILIES BOUQUET AND WINE GIFT SET
From $208+

*The wines shown are
for reference only
and will be curated
on a monthly basis

Our Gift Partner: FarEastFlora.com is an award-winning and leading florist which has been in the flowers,
hampers and gifts business for more than 15 years.

Our Catering Partner: Established in 2000, Creative Eateries is not only well known for handling birthdays,
weddings and top corporate events, but it also runs restaurant chains such as Bangkok Jam and Eat At Taipei.

His patient had to undergo surgery after his 
‘needle’ treatment caused her leg to swell

A ritual before getai showJail for man 
who practised 
TCM without 
valid cert

B8 HOME | THE STRAITS TIMES | THURSDAY, AUGUST 24, 2017 |


