
 

Without the Winnipeg Free Press, 
your stories wouldn’t be told

When indigenous teen Brianna Jonnie, 14, drafted a 
two-page letter to instruct the police chief on what to 
do if she went missing – “If I go missing … I beg of you, 
do not treat me as the indigenous person I am proud 
to be” – she sent copies to the premier, the mayor, the 
justice minister – and the Winnipeg Free Press. The 
result was a story of a young girl so moved by the plight 
of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women that she 
wrote to the chief. It became national news.

That’s because it was a story that needed  
to be told. And it started with the Free Press.

Here’s what you had to say: 
user-6926088
10:19 AM ON 3/5/2016
 The responses to this story, I am sorry to say, are the reasons our communities 
have difficulty coming together and trying to help and understand one another. 
The Bear Clan is to be commended for trying to right this, especially through 
their assistance to the Nemeth family. Brianna is to be applauded for her courage 
in speaking out - don’t judge her by how she looks or anything else. I, and many 
others, am behind you 100% Brianna. Stay safe and become a lawyer, then a 
judge - you can do it! You can make a huge difference for all races with your 
attitude - just stay true to yourself and your beliefs.
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Not leading a high risk lifestyle, which she wisely doesn’t, is her greatest 
assurance she won’t become a victim. Good for her family doing what most 
others do to keep their children, female and male, safe. Police and CFS services 
are no substitute for a safe and loving family and home.
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Regardless of whether or not the cases of missing Aboriginal women are given 
less time and resources than other missing people, young girls like Brianna feel 
like their lives are worth less and that if they go missing, not a lot will be done 
to find them. That’s the problem that needs fixing here. Girls like Brianna need 
to know their lives matter. You all can argue about this and demand concrete 
evidence all you want, at the end of the day, Aboriginal girls are feeling like they 
don’t matter and that needs to be changed.

What to do if I go missing:
Indigenous teen gives instructions  
to city police chief if she goes missing - Winnipeg Free Press, March 5 2016

Become part of the conversation at 
winnipegfreepress.com
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Portrait of Collège Jeanne-Sauvé student Brianna Jonnie, outside her school holding a photo 
of herself that she submitted to police chief Clunis along with a letter about her fears of going 
missing like other aboriginal females. 
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