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Hey everyone, we were all worried about events unfolding in
Senekal last week. Thankfully, sanity prevailed and we remain
hopeful that agriculture can pave the way to a better South
Africa. Pease stay true to your calling. And let us keep each
other accountable to always do the right thing.

Dawn Noemdoe | Editor: Audience & Engagement

 

 

Follow these steps to
get your own farm
from government

Applications have opened for farmers
who wish to lay their hands on one of the
896 underutilised or vacant state
farms. On offer is a 30-year leasehold
with an option to buy to all successful
applicants. Here's everything you need to
know, including the application form!

 

CLICK HERE TO APPLY FOR LAND

Senekal: beyond the
political shenanigans  

Mzansi had a few sleepless nights in the
wake up tension in the Free State town of
Senekal. Thankfully, there is still hope,
reports Duncan Masiwa. Farmers are
also cautiously optimistic about a number
of important undertakings by government.

 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

 

Tune in to episode 3 of our new TV show for
the remarkable story of Wessel Bibbey and
his family of agricultural graduates. Wed. 21
October at 18:00 on VIA, DStv channel 147.

Wessel empowers
agricultural graduates

His life-changing decision to uplift black
future farmers has not made Wessel
Bibbey a popular man. In fact, the name-
calling in some Free State circles still
hurt, but it does not stop him from doing
what he does best: nurturing growth
through the Adama land reform initiative.
When young people complete their
agricultural qualifications, there is often a
big gap between theoretical knowledge
and practical ability. They soon find
themselves unemployed. It is in this
space that Bibbey makes a difference.

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
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AGRICULTURALISTS PROUDLY TAKING UP SPACE

Women like Phumzile
are the backbone of
rural economies

In 2005 Phumzile Ntuli founded the
Qalekhaya Primary Cooperative in
KwaZulu-Natal. Today, the cooperative
manufactures school furniture for many
schools and continues to flourish,
generating a staggering R1.5 million in
revenue annually.

 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Aldrin sows seeds of
hope and courage
on ancestral land  

Aldrin Lawrence farms in Buysdorp, a
relatively unknown Limpopo town named
after his ancestor, French Huguenot
Coenraad de Buys. To him farming is
often an emotional rollervcoaster. But with
it comes the infinite “possibility of hope.”

 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

Thozame remains
faithful to her calling
to farm in Khayelitsha

One night a desperate Thozama Sikiti
went down on her knees and started
praying to God to free her from the chains
of poverty. The next day she woke up,
bought 10 kilograms of compost and a
tray of seedlings and started planting
spinach in her backyard garden. Now she
runs her own booming agribusiness.

 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

KICK-START YOUR DREAMS WITH STANDARD BANK

Embrace tech to up
your farming game

If you work in the agricultural sector, you
already know it is technologically very

developed. Nico Groenewald, the head
of agribusiness at Standard Bank, talks to
us about how technology and agriculture
have become more intertwined over the

years, and the influence emerging
technologies have had on the sector.
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CLICK HERE FOR TOP TIPS FROM STANDARD BANK

THIS WEEK IN OUR FARMER'S INSIDE TRACK PODCAST

TRY THIS RECIPE: Sweet, rich, and
minimal effort, Saadiyah Hendricks

shares her decadent recipe for a no bake
Biscoff, chocolate and mascarpone tart.

It's easier to make than you think!

READ MORE >>

LIEWE LULU: "I haven’t been able to
reach the o-word in two years. No, I'm not
talking about organic what-whats. I even
try a little direction here and there, but

eish Lulz, nada. Zilch."

READ MORE >>

 

READ THIS BOOK: “And for all these
reasons I'm in: Essential advice for
entrepreneurs” by the original cast

of Shark Tank South Africa judges Gil
Oved, Lebo Gunguluza, Polo Leteka,

Vinny Lingham and Vusi Thembekwayo.
Agripreneurs, it's a must read!

LISTEN NOW >>

 

INSPIRATION: The 30-year-old North
West farmer Tumisang Ben
Matshogo has been the sole

breadwinner in his family since 2012. He
now runs two farming businesses while
completing his PhD in animal science.

This guy is next-level encouraging!

LISTEN NOW >>

AGRICULTURAL THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

Drop the beef with
beef to live healthy

Prof. Hettie Schönfeldt, the research
manager of the Red Meat Research and
Development, argues that optimal
nutritional status is more than the
absence of disease or infirmity. It
contributes to a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being.
And guess what, eating beef is key!

CLICK HERE FOR THIS THOUGHT-PROVOKING ARTICLE
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LEVEL UP WITH THESE AVAILABLE BURSARIES

SAMAC BURSARY: Macadamias
South Africa invites students to

apply for bursaries. The opportunity
is open to students who intend to

pursue or are pursuing their studies
in the field of agriculture. Apply

before 15 December 2020.

READ MORE >>

MAIZE TRUST: The trust is offering
bursaries to post-graduate

students. The Master's and PhD
bursaries are for those studying

agronomy, agricultural economics or
agricultural engineering. Apply

by January 2021. 

READ MORE >>

POINT TO PONDER

“When you deal with nature, you always have to be on your knees.
You do not have control. In the field, that is where you realise that you

are totally dependent on God.” - Aldrin Lawrence from Limpopo
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