
Where's the 
Money from the 
'Bute Gala'?  



The campaign that restarted the 
justice system in Romania 

!   3 December 2013 
edition

!   Gazeta Sporturilor’s campaign 
main achievements :

-  The Head of Anti-Corruption 
Prosecutors reopened the case

-  Prosecutor in charge of the 
case since 2011 left the 
National Anti-Corruption 
Directorate after public 
embarrasment

-  The Minister of Economy was 
formally prosecuted

!   Title reads: In investigations, 
Gazeta strikes just like Bute. 
Upercut! NAD prosecutes a 
Minister in connection to the 
Gala



!   Main title reads: 
NAD is offically 
prosecuting one 
man. But Gazeta 
has more 
information to 
show. Where did 
the money go?

It all started in the newspaper 

!   11th of October, 
2013, the day the 
journalistic 
investigation was 
resumed in the 
newspaper



It all started in the newspaper 
 

!   For several weeks 
the editorial team 
published new 
evidence that the 
prosecutors chose 
to ignore for two 
years



The scavenger hunt 
 

!   Registration 
campaign on 
facebook

!   Campaign title reads: Where’s the 
money from the Bute Gala? Register 
online and join the game !



The scavenger hunt 
 

!   Online 
registration 
page on 
gsp.ro



The scavenger hunt 
 

!   Online branding on the homepage of 
gsp.ro

!   It reads: Where’s the money from 
Bute Gala? Enter the competition!



The scavenger hunt 
 

!   Print ad in the newspaper
!   It reads: What’s your plan 

for Sunday? Let’s 
discover together where 
the money from the Bute 
Gala went!

!   Join the adventure to 
search for clues on the 
streets of Bucharest! We 
can all lend a helping 
hand to the justice 
system!

!   Register your team on 
gsp.ro. The fastest one is 
awarded prizes for all of 
its members.



The scavenger hunt 
 

!   The event in Bucharest

! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvl-e5I54O8



!   During and after the 
event other national 
media began to cover the  
journalistic investigation 
and Gazeta’s marketing 
campaign 

!   One reputed talk show 
on National Public 
Television depicted 
Gazeta’s campaign as a 
pitbull.

Some media started to cover the case 
 

Live coverage of the scavenger hunt by one national news TV station

155,000 people 
watched the show 
(national, >18y.o.)



2nd flight of the campaign, on 
National Day 

!   Sampling in Bucharest and 5 
other major cities; 15,000 
people received the 
newspaper’s special edition



2nd flight of the campaign, on 
National Day 

!   Special edition 
front page reads: 

!   What we have 
paid! 

!   On our National 
Day, Gazeta is 
trying to recover 
the embezzeled 
money from the 
Gala! Here is the 
bank account 
which holds the 
money. 

!   What would you 
have done for 
your country 
with 2,000,000 
EUR?



2nd flight of the campaign, on 
National Day 

!   Facebook 
application. 

!   In less than 48 
hours 160 
persons send us 
their messages 
both on facebook 
and website

!   The caption reads: 
On our National 
Day, Gazeta 
discovered the 
money trail! 

!   What would you 
have done for 
your country with 
2,000,000 EUR?



To be continued… 

!   At the end of last year, Catalin Tolontan, our editor-in-chief and 
lead investigator in this case, was awarded the title “Best 
Journalist in 2013” by AFAN, the Romanian representative of 
FIFPRO.

!   The journalistic investigation is still ongoing in 2014, supported by 
a 3rd flight of the marketing and PR campaign.




