
BEIRUT • Lebanon’s  Mr  Saad  al-
Hariri yesterday shelved his deci-
sion to resign as prime minister at 
the  request  of  President  Michel  
Aoun to allow for dialogue, easing a 
crisis that had deepened tensions 
around the Middle East.

Mr  Hariri  made  his  announce-
ment after returning to Beirut for 
the  first  time  since  he  quit  

abruptly in a Nov 4 broadcast from 
Saudi Arabia.

At  the  presidential  palace  near  
Beirut, Mr Hariri said he hoped this 
move would open “a new gateway 
for  a  responsible  dialogue...  that  
deals with divisive issues and their 
repercussions  on  Lebanon’s  rela-
tions with Arab brothers”. 

“I  presented today my  resigna-

tion  to  President  Aoun  and  he  
urged me to wait before offering it 
and to hold onto it for more dia-
logue about its reasons and political 
background, and I showed respon-
siveness,”  he  said  in  a  televised  
statement.

Mr Hariri said all Lebanese must 
commit to keeping the country out 
of regional conflicts, a reference to 
the powerful  Iran-backed Hizbol-
lah,  whose  regional  military  role  
has alarmed Saudi Arabia.

Lebanese state officials  and se-
nior politicians close to Mr Hariri 

have said Riyadh forced Mr Hariri 
to quit and held him in the king-
dom, which Saudi  Arabia and Mr 
Hariri have denied.His return to Le-
banon late on Tuesday night  fol-
lowed an intervention by France.

Mr Aoun, a political ally of Hizbol-
lah, had refused to accept the resig-
nation on the grounds that Mr Hariri 
declared it from abroad in “mysteri-
ous circumstances”. 

Mr Aoun had said this was not in 
line with constitutional norms and 
described Mr Hariri as a hostage in 
Riyadh. Mr Hariri thanked Mr Aoun 

yesterday for what he described as 
his  determination  to  protect  
Lebanon’s stability, his respect for 
its Constitution and “his rejection 
of departing from it under any cir-
cumstances”.

Later, he told hundreds of sup-
porters gathered outside his house 
in central Beirut he would stay with 
them. “I am staying with you and 
will continue with you... to be a line 
of defence for Lebanon, Lebanon’s 
stability and Lebanon’s Arabism,” 
he said.

The  resignation  had  pitched  
Lebanon to the forefront of the re-
gional rivalry between Sunni Mus-
lim Saudi Arabia and Shi’ite Muslim 
Iran, which backs Hizbollah.

A long-time Saudi ally, Mr Hariri 
had cited fear of assassination in his 
resignation  speech,  and  attacked  
Iran and Hizbollah for sowing strife 
in the Arab world.

His resignation was followed by a 
steep  escalation  in  Saudi  state-
ments against the Lebanese govern-
ment,  which  includes  Hizbollah.  
Riyadh said the Lebanese govern-
ment as a whole – not just Hizbol-
lah – had declared war against it.

Western  governments  affirmed  
their  support  for  Mr  Hariri  and  
Lebanon  and  the  stability  of  the  
country.

Ahead of his return to Beirut, Mr 
Hariri had stressed the importance 
of the Lebanese state policy of stay-
ing  out  of  regional  conflicts,  no-
tably  Yemen,  where  a  Saudi-led  
coalition  is  battling  Iran-backed  
Houthi fighters.

Hizbollah leader  Sayyed Hassan 
Nasrallah, who had also called for Mr 
Hariri’s return, said on Monday his 
group was open to“any dialogue and 
any discussion”. Mr Nasrallah also is-
sued his clearest denial yet of any 
Hizbollah role in Yemen. REUTERS

Mr Saad al-Hariri greeting his supporters outside his home in Beirut yesterday. He has said that all Lebanese must commit to keeping the country out of regional 
conflicts, a reference to the powerful Iran-backed Hizbollah whose regional military role has alarmed Saudi Arabia. PHOTO: REUTERS
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I am staying with you and 
will continue with you... to 
be a line of defence for 
Lebanon, Lebanon’s 
stability and Lebanon’s 
Arabism.

’’MR SAAD AL-HARIRI, 
addressing the supporters 
outside his house in central Beirut.

Hariri returns to Beirut for first time since 
quitting, hopes to open gateway for talks

Berlusconi starts 
comeback bid
STRASBOURG • Italy’s 
former prime minister 
Silvio Berlusconi,81, took 
his comeback bid to the 
European Court of Human 
Rights yesterday. 

The four-time premier 
has been banned from 
holding office for six years 
– imposed after his 2012 
conviction for tax fraud.

He is hoping the court 
will overturn the ban 
before Italy’s next general 
election due before May. 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

US approves first 
2-drug HIV treatment
WASHINGTON • The US 
Food and Drug 
Administration has 
approved the first two-drug 
regimen to treat HIV, the 
virus that causes acquired 
immune deficiency 
syndrome, or Aids. 

The move aims to lessen 
the side effects of current 
treatments, which combine 
three or four medicines. 

The new treatment is a 
fixed-dose once-daily tablet 
combining two drugs – 
dolutegravir and rilpivirine 
– approved earlier. REUTERS

Egypt orders arrests 
of 29 spy suspects 
CAIRO • Egypt’s public 
prosecutor has ordered the 
detention of 29 people 
suspected of spying for 
Turkey, and joining a terror 
group, state news agency 
Mena reported yesterday. 

According to a probe by 
the General Intelligence 
Services, the group has been 
recording phone calls and 
passing information to 
Turkish intelligence 
services, as part of a plan to 
bring the Muslim 
Brotherhood back to power 
in Egypt. REUTERS

Lebanon’s PM shelves 
resignation, easing crisis
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