
A recent order by the cen-
sor board lists some

words or expressions that
will not be allowed in any cat-
egory of certification. How-
ever, censor board chief Pan-
kaj Nihalani has clarified
that it depends on the context
and the film could get an
‘adult’ certificate too.

Filmmakers said the or-
der not only interferes with
the creative process but could
affect a film’s commercial
prospects. A film denied a
‘universal’ certificate cannot
be shown on television with
restrictions placed on its
screenings. Some sources
within the film industry
pointed out that films made
by Nihalani in the past were
themselves replete with dou-
ble meaning words.

Reacting to the order,
Pandit said, “As a film-
maker & CBFC board
member I do not endorse
the list issued by the chair-
person on words not to be
used in films. I was not
consulted. This is against
the freedom and creative
liberty of a filmmaker. If I
am portraying the charac-

ter of Dawood in my film, he
will use the language as per
his character and not what a
saint would use.”

Pandit said he and other
members planned to raise the
issue in the board’s meeting
on February 23. 

‘Order interferes
with creative process’
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T he Great Indian Lover, unlike that 
inept rake Christian Grey, needs 
only two shades to strut his amo-

rous stuff: Mummy and Daddy. All no-
tions of  desi cuffed or uncuffed romance 
fl ow from this fountainhead.

Which is why those fi ne parents-lov-
ing jocks are so-o-o excited today about 
celebrating, not some silly, teenybopping, 
chi-ching-collecting Valentine’s Day, but a 
mature ‘Who’s A Freud of  Oedipal Rex?’ 
love-fest – all under the rexin sofa covers 
of  Matru-Pitru Pujan Divas (if  Hindu), 
Abba-Ammi Ibadat Divas (if  Muslim), 
and Parents Worship Day (if  secular).

So eat your pink-cushion heart out, 
all you lily-livered Ordinary Indian Lov-
ers, if  you fi nd all this a bit too Greek 
tragedy-ey for your Kenny Gee sax-in-
the elevator taste. This is the Indian way 
of  loving. Kyunki Mummy bhi kabhi 
Girlfriend thhi.

The Great Indian Lover, like the less 
rare Great Indian Bustard, has been mis-
pronounced and misunderstood down 
the ages. Some older swingers may insist 
that Krishna — frolicking among those 
FTV gopis, driving around a red converti-
ble chariot with the windows rolled down 
with Mira ki Bhajan (DeLuxx Remix) 
blaring from the insides – remains the 
archetypal modern Great Indian Lover. 
This is the role model that has been fol-
lowed by Indian men in love – read: dorks 
in Dev Anand-style turned-up collars – 
for decades on end.

But the contemporary Great Indian 
Lover comes from the template created 
by that swoon-inducing deity conjured 
up by that other swoon-inducing de-
ity Bappi Lahiri’s moving bhajan, ‘Night 
Lovers’ – or, as these rare Romeos should 
be addressed, ‘Labhars’ or ‘Lawars’.

The Labhar/Lawar comes only in two 
varieties: ‘Male’ and ‘Fumbling’ (both 
usually in one package). There is no 
female equivalent, as the Great Indian 
Loveress isn’t someone you can ever risk 
you mother catching you with. The Lab-

har/Lawar comes hard-
wired with amorous 
confi dence, built and 

buffed by that most potent aphrodisiac of  
them all: Mummy’s love.

The message drilled into him by 
Mummy is that no girl, infl atable doll 
or website can ever provide the love that 
‘My big baby Vicky’ deserves. Vicky, of  
course, is an alpha male in his own head, 
a crucial ingredient of  a Great Indian 
Lover. Instead of  worrying about when to 
stretch in the cinema and put one’s hand 
around the girl sitting next to him, he 
will skip the cinema altogether and ask 
her, “Your mall or mine?”

Of  course, over the years, the species 
has evolved – with technology if  not with 
nifty moves. What earlier would have 
been confi ned to illegible mumbles and 
fumbles can now be expressed with far 
greater hormonal clarity through text 
messages, selfi es, mp3s of  Honey Sing-
hed emotions.

Some things, however, remain con-
stant. The old Chhupa Rustam is still 
reassuringly mysterious, even as Bol-
lywood has moved on from two fl owers 
swaying and touching in the breeze to 
represent snogging. The Labhar/Lawar, 
upon chancing upon his love object, will 
still run slow motion in his head towards 
the girl, but no longer in a verdant garden 
but in one of  those aforementioned malls.

What marks the Great Indian Lover 
out from all other rascalas is his over-
powering sense of  being a Love God. So 
the Labhar/Lawar is convinced that the 
damsel is smitten when any of  the follow-
ing conversations happens:
Girl: Hi, is this seat taken?
Labhar: No. [She wants to sit next to me! 
She loves me!]
Girl: [Shakes hand] Hi, my name is 
Shikha.
Labhar: Hi, I’m Raghav. [She shook my 
hand! She loves me!]
Girl: [Looks vaguely in his direction in a 
crowded room.]
Labhar: [She looked at me! She loves 
me!]

So today, on Matru-Pitru Pujan Divas, 
even as you fi nd yourself  surrounded 
by Ordinary Indian Lovers, with men 
gifting fugly teddys, couples exchanging 
sweet 140-character somethings across 
tables in coffee shops, and the malls re-
sembling swankier college canteens, 
remember there’s only one way you can 
spot a real Labhar/Lawar from this love-
struck melee.

He will appear out of  sweet no-
where and will ask you, “Will you be my 
fraand?” And you will be struck down by 
love with the force of  a hit-and-run.

Will it be your mall or mine?

Love is a wonderful thing. Especially for The Great 
Indian Lover. It makes his world go round.
From the Sickly Sweet to the Stalker to the Bollywood 
Extremist, have you come across an interesting 
Lover type ?

Send us interesting pictures, cartoons or 
anecdotes that help shed light on this Great 
Indian Lover and you could win exciting 
merchandise.

The Indian Lover Has Evolved With Technology But Not With Nifty Moves  

Radhika Vaz

Dear Indian Women,
Many of  you may not 

know this but February is the 
month of  love. Between you, 
me and the sheets I would pre-
fer for every month to be the 
month of  love but we never 
get what we want so we must 
take what we get. And so here 
we are celebrating The Great 
Indian Lover.

‘Who is this Great Indian 
Lover?’ you may ask. ‘I have 
defi nitely never ever met this 
guy’, you may say. Well Ladies, 
there is just one Great Indian 
Lover and that person is me. 
For this reason alone very few 
of  you will ever have the good 
fortune of  crossing paths with 
me. ‘But Great Indian Lover’, 
some of  you may coo, ‘How 
in the world will I 
know it is you?’ – 
did you see how I 
rhymed that? Well 
then there is your 
fi rst clue (oh dear 
I can’t turn it off). 
As the Great In-
dian Lover I spit 
rhymes harder 
and faster than 
Nicky Minaj. It’s 
my thing you see – 
this poetry. 

I came up with 
the idea of  it be-
cause I needed 
something that 
would really set 
me apart from all 
the other Great Lovers. For 
example, my colleague the 
Great Italian Lover has good 
looks, a strong physique and 
exemplary sartorial style. The 
Great French Lover – well he 
speaks French and we can all 
admit that’s usually enough. 
And then there is my good old 
friend The Great Moroccan 
Lover who enjoys a stereotype 
that quite frankly should not 
be accorded to all African 
men. But this is not about 
them, this is about me and I 
have none of  the above traits, 
linguistic skills or myths to 
buffer my cause.

Full disclosure, I wasn’t 
always very good at this po-
etry thing. I once sent a lady 

a note that read “Roses are 
red, violets are blue, I have 
herpes and depression, so any 
chic will do”. I never heard 
back from her and have since 
learnt to keep my medical ail-
ments to myself. I also found 
out that my sonnet titled ‘I 
won’t kill you but I will hurt 
you if  you try to leave me’ 
doesn’t go down well regard-
less of  how many vodka-soda-
limes the recipient of  that 
poem has consumed. In that 
particular case the woman 
became belligerent which led 
me to believe I had dodged a 
bullet – clearly she was not a 
happy drunk.

Anyhow, one lives and 
learns. I try and read my au-
dience better and I now have a 
few other tricks up my sleeve 
besides being a versatile verse 

maker. For one 
thing I don’t al-
ways seek your 
consent to send 
you things be it 
letters, fl owers 
or other tokens 
of  my admira-
tion. And I don’t 
seek your per-
mission to stand 
on your lane so 
I can see you 
leave for work 
every day. The 
surprise element 
always seems to 
disarm you al-
though one time 
a lawyer said 

that what I was doing is called 
‘stalking’, but I told him that 
The Great Indian Lover sim-
ply calls it foreplay.

There are days on which I 
cross the creepy line. But my 
mother, the only woman who 
really ever appreciated me, 
always said that creepiness 
lies in the eye of  the beholder. 
She also said that I was not 
a mama’s boy just because I 
lived at home with her and 
had to take her permission to 
do anything and that I should 
stop listening to all you stupid 
girls. One day I hope I fi nd a 
woman like her.

And now I must take your 
leave, there are some blank 
calls I need to make. @RADVAZ

Upload your entries on 
greatindian.timesofindia.com,
share posts and join the conversation 
on our 
facebook page: facebook.com/
GreatIndianCircus,
tweet to @TheGreat_Indian using 
#TheGreatIndianLover,
share pictures and cartoons via 
Whatsapp on 8006371000

LOVE BOX: COME JOIN THE FUN

Stalking? But That’s 
Just Foreplay

I don't always 
seek your consent 
to send you things 
like letters and 
flowers. And I 
don’t seek your 
permission to 
stand in your lane 
so I can see you 
leave for work 
every day. The 
surprise element 
always seems to 
disarm you 
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India does not have a single
nationally recognized
medical device testing lab-

oratory. That is set to change.
In a first step towards recog-
nizing medical devices as an
industry separate from the
pharmaceuticals industry
and requiring different regu-
latory standards, the com-
merce ministry has decided
to fund the setting up of three
medical device testing labo-
ratories in Noida (UP), Ha-
ryana and Gujarat, which al-
ready have device
manufacturing clusters.

These laboratories are be-
ing set up to provide a boost to
the domestic manufacturing
sector by providing adequate
infrastructure for device test-
ing based on project propos-
als and technical support giv-
en by the National Health
Systems Resource Centre
(NHSRC). While the Haryana
and Gujarat governments
have promised to allot land
for the labs, in Noida, HLL
Lifecare Ltd, a PSU, will be
providing its campus for set-

ting up the laboratory.
Speaking at the confer-

ence on patient safety and
medical devices on Friday,
Rajiv Capoor, joint secretary
in the ministry, said that
though medical devices have
a huge potential in India, 70-
75% of the market continued
to be import based. 

“To grow the industry
and achieve the $25 billion
target, we need to lay greater
emphasis on developing
standards and making regu-
latory amendments to the ex-
isting Drugs and Cosmetics
Act,” said Capoor.

He added that in keeping
with government encourag-
ing the medical devices sector
in India and its ‘Make in In-
dia’ drive, the detailed report
on setting up of these labora-
tories would be timely.

Finally, India to
get labs to test

medical devices

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The home minis-
try has moved a Cabinet note
seeking approval for its new
counter-Left wing extremism
doctrine, which envisages in-
clusion of additional dis-
tricts on the Kerala-Tamil Na-
du-Karnataka junction
under the security related ex-
penditure scheme (SRE) and
seeks control of the Integrat-
ed Action Plan (IAP) scheme

hitherto administered by the
Planning Commission.

The new counter-LWE
plan proposes upgrading of
SRE scheme to cover at least
half a dozen new districts lo-
cated in the Kerala-Tamil Na-
du-Karnataka axis, besides
pitching for autonomy to the
home ministry to make
changes to the list of SRE
items (this now requires Cab-
inet approval). This comes
amid concerns over growing

across the district. 
The Cabinet note on the

draft counter-Naxal ap-
proach proposes raising of
monetary incentives for sur-
rendering Naxals as well as
announcement of higher
bounties by NIA on top CPI
(Maoist) leaders.

For the full report, log on
to www.timesofindia.com

ered by it are allocated Rs 30
crore annually for develop-
ment projects to be approved
by a committee comprising
the district magistrate, SP
and the district forest officer.

The reinvented IAP
scheme is likely to focus on
development of select blocks
within a district, rather than
spreading the funds thin

Seeking administrative
control of the IAP scheme,
the draft counter-LWE doc-
trine argues how the home
ministry, having been closely
involved in drafting and im-
plementation of IAP by the
erstwhile Planning Commis-
sion, is most suited to inherit
it. Under the IAP scheme,
each of the 88 districts cov-

Maoist influence in south In-
dia, particularly in certain
districts in North Kerala.

MHA wants more south India districts under anti-Naxal scheme 

The censor board chief’s
orders are simply ridiculous.

He seems to be labouring under
the illusion that he must turn
Indian films into a sort of
celluloid version of Amar Chitra
Katha. Protecting innocent
children from exposure to cuss
words and an excess of violence
is one thing, 3to ban all of these
from films altogether is to
effectively kill the medium. We
can only hope that better sense
will prevail. If not, the
government must step in.

Times View

Three medical device
testing labs will be
funded by the
commerce ministry
to provide a boost to
the domestic
manufacturing sector
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