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Chance of 
work for  
160 young 
Londoners
Young jobless 
Londoners will get 
the chance to work on 
London landmarks 
such as The Shard 
and the Tate Modern 
thanks to the creation 
of blue-collar 
apprenticeships 
under the Standard’s 
Ladder for London 
campaign. 

A consortium led by 
housing association 
Peabody has pledged 
161 construction, 
electrical and 
plumbing 
apprenticeships. 

They take the total 
apprenticeships 
created through 
Ladder for London to 
900 in nine months. 

Prince Andrew, 
patron of Ladder for 
London, told pros-
pective apprentices: 
“This is a great 
opportunity. grab it 
with both hands.”

Peabody chief 
executive Stephen 
Howlett said: “The 
Standard’s campaign 
has caught the 
imagination of young 
people in London and 
we’re proud to be 
part of it.”

AUSTRALIAN opening batsman 
David Warner faces being sent home 
in disgrace after punching an  
England player in a bar.

Warner, 26, struck Joe Root a 
“glancing blow” at the Walkabout bar 
in Birmingham at 2am on Sunday.

It is understood that Warner took 
exception to a comedy wig Root, 22, 

was wearing. Warner 
was dropped for 
today’s match against 
New Zealand and his 
place in the Ashes squad is at 
risk as he faces an investiga-
tion for “unbecoming behav-
iour”. The English Cricket 
Board said it was an “unprovoked 

Benedict Moore-Bridger

Continued on Page 6
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In disgrace: 
David Warner 
arrives at 
Edgbaston 
today. Below, 
England star 
Joe Root
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One hundred jobless young adults, 
many out of work for at least six 
months, came to a seemingly routine 
job fair in Hackney to find royalty in 
attendance and that their dreams for 
work had finally been answered. 

The Peabody-owned Pembury estate 
in Dalston, where half the 5,000 resi-
dents live in poverty, has never hosted 
a member of the royal family before, 
but yesterday Prince Andrew broke 
new ground and brought unexpectedly 

good news. As patron of our appren-
ticeship campaign, he came to launch 
an exciting new partnership between 

Ladder for London and a Peabody-led 
consortium of 17 construction compa-
nies that, between them, have agreed 

Andrew backs mission to build      a better future for young jobless
to provide 161 blue-collar apprentice-
ships. It involves some of Britain’s top 
construction companies and includes 
20 apprenticeships pledged by Mace, 
builders of The Shard, 50 by Lake-
house, responsible for the 2012 Olym-
pic equestrian Centre, and 10 by 
housing association Peabody. 

It marks an exciting new phase of our 
campaign, supplementing the 739 
white-collar apprenticeships already 
pledged and taking the total appren-
ticeships created by Ladder for London 
since last September to 900.

“The answer ‘no’ is not an answer you 
should ever accept,” the Duke of York 
told the would-be apprentices who 
were filling in CVs and talking to 
employers. “By coming here, you are 
showing leadership and aspiration. 
With 161 apprenticeships on offer, you 
have a chance to change your life and 
reshape your communities and with it, 
this city. This is a great opportunity. I 
urge you, grab it with both hands.”

For youngsters such as Justin Smith, 
21, who has been rebuffed by employers 
“200 times” but has kept applying, it 
marked a watershed moment. Within 
weeks he could be deployed on build-
ings such as The Shard or the Tate Mod-
ern extension as an electrical, plumbing 
or construction apprentice.

“It’s getting harder and harder to find 
work,” he told Andrew. “Since I was 
made redundant five months ago, I spend 
every day applying for jobs on the inter-
net, but I’ve only had two interviews.” 

He has four good GCSes, a Duke of 
edinburgh award and a stint in the Ter-
ritorial Army under his belt. “The 
competition is so fierce with hundreds 

applying for every job,” he added. “I 
am here to meet employers and apply 
for an electrical apprenticeship. What-
ever’s going, to be honest, I’m desper-
ate, I will take it.” 

He was joined by Michael Oni, 20, 
unemployed for 10 months since losing 
his part-time job as a Waitrose shelf-
stacker. Michael’s mother died when he 
was young and after growing up in fos-
ter care, he lives with his sister, a gradu-
ate in forensic science. “I have six GCSes 
and loads of enthusiasm,” he said.  “To 
be unemployed for so long can knock 
your confidence. I want to apply for an 
apprenticeship in plumbing.”

Andrew also met four electrical and 
carpentry apprentices who have just 
started working for Ardmore on the 
adjacent Pembury Circus construction 
of 268 flats for Peabody. “What were 
you doing before this?” he wanted to 
know as he watched them at work in a 
training Portakabin. “Working at nan-
do’s,” came the reply above the din of 
a drill. “I wasn’t learning nothing, but 
now I am getting a proper qualification 
and paid at the same time.” 

Ardmore has pledged to take 10 
apprentices as part of the Peabody col-
laboration with Ladder for London. 
With one in four young people unem-
ployed in the capital, rising to one in 
two on inner-city estates, regeneration 

projects such as Pembury Circus are 
sorely needed. At a job fair last month 
on Peabody’s Prior Green estate in 
Islington, up to 1,000 unemployed 
people arrived seeking work.  

With only half the people on the Pem-
bury estate leaving school with five 
good GCSes of A-star to C, local young-
sters struggle to compete. 

Across the road from Pembury, the 
shuttered “Lowcost Convenience 
Store” and the ‘BOOK HOP” (the S long 
gone) provide a depressing backdrop 
for bored youths. In contrast the Pea-
body job fair fizzed with hope and 

The Duke of York visits a Hackney estate to launch a new 
partnership that will create 161 construction industry 
apprenticeships. Campaigns Editor David Cohen reports

ladder for london
Evening Standard Campaign

‘No is not an answer you 
should ever accept. This 
is a great opportunity. 
Grab it with both hands’

Prince Andrew
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How can you get  
an apprentice?
Website: standard.co.uk/
ladderforlondon
Email: ladderforlondon@
standard.co.uk

TomorroW
Why apprentice builder turned 
millionaire wants to fast-track 
young women into construction 
through apprenticeships

expectation. For Katherine Southey, 
19, who has applied for nearly 100 jobs 
without success despite achieving 
seven good GCSEs, meeting the prince 
and speaking to employers was poten-
tially life changing. 

“It’s been demoralising getting 
knocked back,” she told him. “Hope-
fully I can sign up for a design and con-
struction apprenticeship and get my 
foot in the door. For the first time in 
months I feel hopeful.” Candidates aged 
16 to 24, who may be Peabody residents 
or from surrounding communities, will 
be matched by Peabody with prospec-

tive employers and will be offered pre-
apprenticeship training of up to four 
weeks to make them job ready. 

The level-2 and level-3 apprenticeship 
training leading to an NVQ qualification 
in construction will be done by the 
employers or colleges. Peabody chair-
man Christopher Strickland said: “I 
began my career in the construction 
industry and in those days all the build-
ers trained their own apprentices. Over 
the years that’s been eroded and the 
result is we’ve de-skilled the sector. I 
am delighted to be re-skilling the con-
struction industry through this brilliant 

Peabody and Ladder for London  
initiative.” 

Stephen Howlett, chief executive of 
Peabody, added: “This call to action 
will change hundreds of lives and help 
build much-needed homes. The Stand-
ard’s campaign has caught the imagina-
tion of young people and we’re proud 
to be part of it.” 

Other builders offering apprentice-
ships through our consortium include 
Wates, house builders Crest Nicholson, 

gas servicing contractors K&T Heating 
Services and affordable housing 
experts Galliford Try. 

Andrew stayed for an hour talking to 
employers and potential recruits. “If 
we are to solve some of the more dif-
ficult problems in this country, I believe 
it has to be a local solution,” he said. 
“This campaign is a classic example of 
the media being a force for good and 
of catalysing something that is 
immensely positive for society.” The 

Roll of Honour can be viewed at: www.
standard.co.uk/news/work/ladder-for-
london-roll-of-honour.

Inspiration: would-be apprentices 
greet Andrew at the Pembury estate 
job fair, above. Left, he talks to 
hopeful candidates, from the left, 
Katherine Southey, Justin Smith, 
Michael Oni and Charlie Rowley
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THE national unemployment rate is, according to today’s 
new figures, still a troubling 7.8 per cent. But that overall 
statistic masks an even worse rate for the young jobless in 
London: one in four. This paper’s Ladder for London 
campaign promotes apprenticeships to help tackle the 
problem; already it has helped provide a remarkable  
739 placements for young people with London businesses. 
Now we can report a further success. Yesterday, Prince 
Andrew, the campaign’s patron, came to the Dalston 
Peabody estate where this paper is working with a 
Peabody-led consortium of construction businesses, to 
announce the launch of 161 blue-collar apprenticeships. 

This is an opportunity for the young people on an estate 
where nearly half are out of work to acquire marketable 
skills in trades such as plumbing and carpentry with some 
of the best firms in the construction business. One of the 
notorious gaps in our education system is in technical 
education and training. At a time when many of these 
skills are being provided by workers from Eastern 
Europe, it is important that our own teenagers should be 
equipped to compete. The successful candidates will 
receive training from Peabody to provide them with basic 
workplace skills; the firms themselves will give them 
training that will equip them with an NVQ.

Peabody was originally established in 1862 by American 
philanthropist George Peabody, to address the problem of 
poverty in London: this latest initiative is a fine and 
visionary extension of that mission. Youth unemployment 
is not only a drain on the economy; it is a distressing 
waste of their enthusiasm and ability. We are confident 
that this partnership will benefit both the employers 
involved and their young apprentices. It brings to 900 the 
number of apprenticeships that the Ladder for London 
has helped create: we hope there will be many more.

Paying for trains
THE Office of Rail Regulation has told Network Rail that 
not only must more of its trains run on time but that it 
must happen with less money. Having scrutinised its five-
year business strategy, the regulator says its budget 
should be £21.4 billion over five years, nearly £2 billion 
less than it originally proposed. This comes a day after we 
learned that the company’s debts amount to more than 
£30 billion. The savings should come from new 
technology and improved management, though Bob 
Crow, RMT general secretary, is concerned that it could 
involve significant cuts to renewals and maintenance.

This may be the case, but the regulator has also said that 
Network Rail must complete projects to increase capacity 
and improve services. London’s commuters will agree 
that overcrowding is a continuing problem, one that 
could be addressed by giving greater urgency to the 
programme of providing longer station platforms and 
more carriages on trains. As for the regulator’s call for 
passengers to be put “at the heart of decisions”, this bit of 
management-speak should be unnecessary. Passengers 
will tell anyone who asks what their priorities are: an end 
to the dreary inevitability of above-inflation fare 
increases, and safe trains that run on time, preferably 
with room to sit down. It doesn’t seem too much to ask.

Table envy
A fOOD blogger has added to the insecurities of the 
capital’s diners by publishing details not only of 
restaurants favoured by celebs but of the tables they like 
to occupy. The real guardians of the pecking order are, it 
seems, London’s maître d’s.

A scheme to give the 
young jobless hope
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We have made  
it tougher for the 
state to protect us 
Intelligence agencies must now sift through haystacks of 
exhibitionist citizen data to find a few dirty terrorist needles

T
HE loud thud you can hear is 
the sound of the stable door 
slamming shut, momentarily 
drowning out the distant 
whinnies of a long-bolted 

horse. Since The Guardian revealed the 
existence of the top-secret US surveil-
lance system Prism, there has been a 
fizzing debate on both sides of the Atlan-
tic about the proprieties of digital data 
collection. 

Nothing wrong with that — except that 
we are having the argument a couple of 
decades too late and, much worse, fram-
ing it in Cold War language. This is not 
a battle between the wicked surveil-
lance state and the over-scrutinised 
citizen, desperately trying to preserve 
his or her privacy. This is about technol-
ogy and selfhood, and what happens to 
the data that we voluntarily hand over 
daily in unprecedented quantities, each 
time we send an email, post on face-
book, use a mobile, buy online or take 
a camera phone image (did you know 
your GPS co-ordinates are embedded 
in those images? Thought not).

The controversy over Prism and the 
other disclosures by the 29-year-old 
whistleblower Edward Snowden, a 
former technical assistant for the CIA, 
has been great enough to force a 
response from the UK Government. On 
Monday, William Hague did his best to 
reassure the Commons, though there 
were self-evident limits to what he could 
say about operational practice. The 
foreign Secretary’s main point was that 
all interceptions are subject to the Intel-
ligence Services Act 1994, the Human 
Rights Act 1998 and the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act (RIPA) 2000; 
to ministerial oversight; and to investi-
gation by Sir Malcolm Rifkind’s Intelli-
gence and Security Committee and by 
Sir Anthony May, the Interception of 
Communications Commissioner since 
January.

What concerns the unpersuaded is 
what might be called “digital rendition”. 
Just as the infamous programme of 
“extraordinary rendition” enabled ter-
ror suspects to be sent to jurisdictions 
where torture was used in interrogation, 
so there is a fear that the UK intelligence 
agencies use data that has been mined 
not by our own GCHQ but by the US 
National Security Agency. In response, 
Hague declared that “the idea of GCHQ 
setting out to circumvent UK law by co-
operation with other countries is base-
less”. This was only a partial answer, as 
David Blunkett, the former Home Sec-
retary, spotted. Was it not possible, he 
asked, that our US allies in the NSA “use 
material gathered from network and 
service providers, and offer it, rather 
than having it sought from them, in a 
way that makes authorisation extremely 
difficult?” In other words: what about 
all the unsolicited material that a 
friendly nation comes across and hands 
over in the spirit of what the Prime Min-
ister and President Obama call “the 
indispensable relationship”? 

My strong impression is that the 
number of British citizens affected by 
Prism is comparatively small. That’s no 
answer at all for the civil liberties cam-
paigner who objects that the number 
could be much larger, depending upon 
the caprice of NSA analysts. The poten-
tial scope of the surveillance system said 
to exist by Snowden is essentially limit-
less. If, as he alleges, Prism feeds on the 
data collected by (among others) Apple, 
Google and facebook, then what he 
describes is less a digital version of 
Bentham’s Panopticon — the prison 
where the inmates might be under 
observation at any moment without 
knowing it — than a haystack of almost 

inconceivable scale, in which those 
responsible for our security must some-
how find a tiny number of deadly nee-
dles: a dirty bomb plot, say, or the 
whereabouts of a fugitive Islamist 
leader, or a Chinese cyber-attack on a 
UK commercial interest.

It is only 20 days since the murder of 
Drummer Lee Rigby in Woolwich. At 
the time, there was pressure on the 
counter-terrorist agencies to do more, 
to dig deeper and to pre-empt such 
atrocities by detecting lethal intent 
before it was translated into hideous 
action. Yet, less than three weeks on, 
the same agencies are being warned not 
to accept intelligence gathered in the 
US in particular ways, while their polit-
ical masters are cross-examined as if 
they have been secretly building a trans-
Atlantic police state.

Well, which is it to be? We need not 
choose between privacy and security 
— the decision is not so crass — but we 
have to agree upon priorities. That’s one 
of the duties of citizenship, which is not 
just a bundle of rights and entitlements. 
Do we see Prism as a fundamental threat 
to our civil liberties, innately sinister, or 
(potentially) a very useful tool in the 
battle against terrorism, organised 
crime and cyber-attack?

I think we have already decided, for 

the simple reason that we built these 
data mines ourselves. It was not the 
state that made us digital exhibitionists: 
posting, tweeting, emailing, texting, 
Skyping, uploading thousands of cam-
era phone images and sharing files with 
complete strangers. “Big Brother is 
Watching You”? Big Brother is doing his 
best to keep up with the storm of verbi-
age and photos, while humanity pole 
dances in front of him. Orwell predicted 
that the totalitarian state would wipe 
out English with Newspeak. In practice, 
we have done the job ourselves with text 
language and emoticons.

We gave facebook, Apple and all these 
other companies all this information 
about ourselves — which is why, most 
mornings, there is an email in my inbox 
from Amazon Local offering bargains 
related to where I live (it was a “Relaxing 
Break in a Charming Kent Inn” today). 
These unprecedented caches of infor-
mation were not built up to make life 
easier for the spooks but to give the big 
internet companies something to sell. 

Most people raised in the Digital Age 
— those for whom the phrase “being 
online” is in itself risible — accept this 
trade-off between data and service with-
out complaint. They understand instinc-
tively that the nature of privacy has been 
transformed, and that we have already 
bartered much of it away. What govern-
ment does and should be allowed to do 
with this torrent of information is still 
being resolved. But we will get nowhere 
in this debate about the 21st-century 
state unless we accept that the NSA did 
not make Prism possible. We did.

Big Brother 
is doing his 
best to keep 
up with the 
storm of 
verbiage and 
photos, 
while 
humanity 
pole dances 
in front of 
him

Whistleblower: Edward Snowden faces extradition from Hong Kong to the US over his Prism revelations 

Matthew 
d’Ancona
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