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• EVENING STANDARD LAUNCHES NEW APPEAL TO GET FOOD TO 
VULNERABLE DURING VIRUS CRISIS — WITH BACKING FROM BORIS

HELP US FEED 
LONDON NOW

Continued on Page 6

David Cohen Campaigns Editor

THE Evening Standard launches an appeal today to fund 
the delivery of food to poor, elderly and vulnerable Lon-
doners who are unable to afford enough to eat or cannot 
get out because they and their families are self-isolating 
and at high risk of losing their lives to coronavirus. 

 We have teamed up with The Felix Project — a start-up 

• INSIDE TODAY

London today faces the greatest challenge 
of our collective lifetime. The city that 
weathered the Black Death, the Great Fire 
and the Blitz is shuttered, locked in battle 
with an invisible enemy. And vulnerable 
Londoners, old and young, need our help

From Evgeny Lebedev 
Evening Standard proprietor
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charity we helped launch in 2016 and now London’s larg-
est surplus food distributor — to deliver produce to com-
munity hubs that will be set up in every London borough, 
with the first bases expected to be operational from as 
early as next week. The Felix deliveries will be part of a 

FOOD for 
LONDON 
NOW
Evening 
Standard 
appeal
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YOUR  
PAPER  DELIVERED BRINGING THE NEWS TO 1000s  OF HOMES

Let’s get this show on the road: Mark Curtin, CEO of the The Felix Project pictured at its north London depot as our campaign gets under way 
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hugely ambitious pan-London plan to 
feed the vulnerable that has been initi-
ated by the London Food Alliance, a new 
organisation set up to respond to the 
Covid-19 outbreak and comprising the 
city’s three biggest food surplus distrib-
utors — The Felix Project, FareShare 
and City Harvest. 

 The project was kick-started on 
Wednesday with a video conference call 
that involved more than 100 people 
calling in, including representatives of 
every London borough and City Hall. 

 This collaborative city-wide operation 
is an urgent, brilliant innovation that is 
set to become the fourth emergency 
service of our capital. 

But without financial support it will 
flounder. Charities like The Felix Pro-
ject deliver 10 tonnes of food, or 22,000 
meals, a day to the needy, including to 
hungry children who rely on free school 
meals, but they have seen their funding 
drop off a cliff since the outbreak of the 
virus, so their capacity to carry out this 
crucial work will need our support. 

 That is why we are calling on compa-
nies, charitable foundations and  
readers whose jobs are secure to donate 
money to help us feed London and  
save lives. 

To spearhead the appeal, we are put-
ting in a substantial donation ourselves. 
With immediate effect, a £350,000 grant 
from the endowment of the Evening 
Standard Dispossessed Fund has been 
sanctioned to help fund The Felix Pro-
ject at this unprecedented time.  

 Kate Markey, CEO of The London 
Community Foundation, the charity 
that manages the Dispossessed Fund, 
said: “I can today confirm that the LCF 
trustees board has agreed this is an 
extraordinary urgent need. 

The Felix Project will be given the 
money in a lump sum to go towards 

LOOKING for a way to commemorate my son 
Felix, I settled on a simple idea that I felt 
would appeal to him. Why not try to help 
solve food poverty by addressing the 
scandalous level of food waste in the UK?

Food poverty is one thing, but real, 
widespread hunger is quite another. I failed 
to predict the emerging hunger crisis which 
faces us today: isolated elderly people unable 
to reach the shops; children suddenly out of 
school and without the holiday food 
programmes on which they and their families 
rely; people abruptly out of work and without 
any income to pay their food bills. And then 
there are the health workers struggling to 
find fresh food when they come off shift. 
London is the epicentre of this hunger crisis. 

We started the Felix Project four years ago 
this month. Since then we have become the 
largest food redistribution organisation in 
London. Last year we delivered 10 tonnes a 
day of surplus food to charities and schools 
across the city every day. This year we expect 
this number will nearly double.

The Evening Standard has been at the 
centre of this success. The paper’s Food for 
London campaign in 2016 helped launch The 
Felix Project. As a result, many of our 
volunteer drivers and depot workers are 
Standard readers, as are our food suppliers 
and financial supporters.

Now we are urgently gearing up to meet 
this new emergency with a lot more food. So 
we are asking for your help again at a time of 
crisis. Just £10 will provide enough food for 
55 meals for people in real distress. I know 
you will stand with us again. London is the 
greatest city on earth and the generosity of 
Londoners has helped make it so.

their additional running costs to meet 
demands from the coronavirus emer-
gency.” 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said: 
“The Evening Standard has a proud 
history of standing up for those most 
in need, and I salute the Food for Lon-
don Now campaign which will make a 
real difference to vulnerable people. 

 “My Government is doing everything 
we can to offer support, but this scheme 
embodies the spirit of generosity and 
compassion we need from everyone to 
meet the challenges presented by coro-

navirus.” Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, 
immediately backed our campaign. He 
said: “In a city as prosperous as London, 
everyone should have enough food to 
feed themselves and their families, but 
unfortunately the coronavirus outbreak 
means some Londoners are facing even 
greater difficulties. 

“It’s commendable these organisa-
tions are joining forces to help ensure 
surplus food isn’t wasted and reaches 
those who need it most. I urge London-
ers to support this crucial initiative.” 

The new London Food Alliance plan 
will operate as follows:

 ⬤ Community hubs will be set up by 
each borough from next week to receive 
and distribute surplus food to the 
elderly, poor and vulnerable.

 ⬤ Boroughs will identify one or more 
hubs, likely to be located in community 
centres, charities or foodbanks.

 ⬤ The food will be delivered into the 
hub by the three members of the Lon-
don Food Alliance.

FOOD for LONDON NOW
Evening Standard appeal

WE FACE A HUNGER CRISIS

Justin Byam Shaw
Founder of The Felix Project

The Evening Standard has  
a proud history of standing 
up for those most in need. I 
salute Food for London Now 
Boris Johnson
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to students Ms Donelan said: “While 
many students will already have trav-
elled home, I know that those of you 
who have not, or cannot, will be con-
cerned about what you should do now. 

“The Government’s advice is that 
students remaining at university in 
England should now stay where they 
are and not attempt to travel. If you are 
living in student halls, or private rented 
accommodation, you should remain 
there and stay indoors while current 
restrictions are in force.”

The minister said she had been speak-
ing to higher education providers about 

additional support they can give their 
students including help with catering. 

She said the Office for Students would 
produce guidance on completing their 
courses, adding: “I am very aware that 
many of you will be worried about what 
this means for final exams.”

Many universities have replaced tra-
ditional exams with online assessments 
while at Imperial College London, 
medical students have taken exams 
from home for the first time. In her 
letter to universities, Ms Donelan said 
she expected them to be making “addi-
tional arrangements” to accommodate 

more students. She wrote: “I recognise 
that this inevitably places more pres-
sure on your institution’s student 
accommodation and support services. 
I know that many of you had already 
planned provision for students who 
cannot travel home or have no alterna-
tive residence, such as care leavers or 
estranged students.”

She said mental health provision was 
likely to be an “important source of sup-
port” during this period of isolation. She 
added: “This support is especially nec-
essary for those students in houses in 
multiple occupation away from campus.”

THE universities minister today told 
students who are still  in halls of  
residence not to travel home, saying 
“stay where you are”.

Michelle Donelan has written a letter 
to them outlining the latest government 
advice and another one to university 
vice chancellors that emphasises the 
importance of mental health support.

It comes after thousands of students 
returned to their family homes before 
the lockdown, with universities cancel-
ling face-to-face learning. In her letter 

Stay where you are, university students living in halls are told
Sophia Sleigh Political Reporter  ⬤ LONDON’S night sky has been more 

visible due to planes being grounded, 
astronomers say. The British Astronomical 
Association (BAA) said planes produce 
“contrails”, exhaust emissions from 
engines, which normally create a lasting 
haze that is illuminated by lights in the city, 
blanketing the stars. Dr John Mason of the 
BAA said: “Many people will have noticed 
more stars in the sky, even in London 
where the air quality is poorer compared to 
other areas.” There has also been a drop in 
light pollution from cars and buildings as 
well as chemical emissions into the air, 
which helps visibility.

BORIS BACKS 
STANDARD’S 
CAMPAIGN TO 
FEED HUNGRY 
LONDONERS
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WE HAVE launched an appeal to fund the delivery of 
desperately needed food to poor, elderly and vulnerable 
Londoners who are unable to afford food or are confined 
to their homes and at high risk of losing their lives from 
catching the coronavirus. 

Monies raised will go to our campaign partner, The 
Felix Project, London’s biggest food surplus distributor, 
who are part of a co-ordinated food distribution effort 
taking place across London. The appeal will be under the 
auspices of the Evening Standard Dispossessed Fund 
and run by The London Community Foundation, which 
has managed the Fund since its launch 10 years ago. 

FROM 2016
1 small depot, 2,400 sq ft

1 delivery van

1 paid staff

21 volunteers

12 suppliers donating 
surplus food

44 charities  
supplied with food

84 monthly deliveries

850kg of food  
distributed daily

1,900 meals per day

TO 2020
2 large depots, 8,900 sq ft

22 delivery vans

22 paid staff

1,560 volunteers

300 suppliers donating 
surplus food

600 charities, schools 
and holiday programmes

1,664 monthly deliveries

10 tonnes of food 
distributed daily

22,000 meals per day

 ⬤ Felix has taken responsibility for 
co-ordinating deliveries to 14 of Lon-
don’s 33 boroughs, FareShare to 12 and 
City Harvest to seven. 

 ⬤ Each borough will provide the three 
food distributors with a single point of 
contact and will identify need, includ-
ing the type of food each venue is safely 
able to take (fresh, frozen, long-life).

 ⬤ An army of local volunteers will be 
deployed at each hub to receive the 
food, package up food parcels and 
arrange the “last mile” deliveries to the 
doorsteps of the vulnerable 

Mark Curtin, CEO of The Felix Project, 
said: “Our role is to pick up large vol-
umes of nutritious surplus food from 
the commercial sector and deliver it to 
community hubs to ensure there is 
enough food for vulnerable people for 
as long as this health crisis ensues. 

“The food will be a complete range 
and will include fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles, frozen goods and long-life pro-
duce. We have built up an incredible 

supply network, logistical capability 
and superb infrastructure to make this 
operation work, but the scale of it will 
undoubtedly be a challenge. 

“We will be working all hours doing 
our bit — and it would be wonderful if 
your readers can get behind us so we 
can do this job for London.”  Pierre-Marc 
Bouloux, professor of endocrinology at 
University College London, who has 
agreed to be a food safety adviser to our 
campaign, said: “The public can be 
reassured that there seems to be no 
evidence of anyone getting Covid-19 

from handling or eating food. 
“I advise that normal safe practice 

needs to be followed in handling food, 
which includes fresh produce being 
washed both at the hub taking delivery 
of the food and by the end user. 

“Now that we are asking people to stay 
at home, the benefits of sunlight will be 
denied to some for a period of time so 
we need to supplement vitamin D. 
Healthy eating becomes harder at times 
like this and so these deliveries of 
healthy fresh food, rather than tinned 
produce, become ever more vital.”

 Four years ago as part of our Food for 
London campaign, we helped launch 
Felix, with just one van and an employee 
supplying a handful of charities. 

Now their fleet of 22 vans is run by 22 
staff and manned by over 1,500 inspi-
rational volunteers who shift enough 
food to provide 22,000 meals a day. 

But with all their planned fundraising 
events cancelled, they will now need 
our financial backing. 

HOW FELIX HAS GROWN

HOW THE SCHEME WORKS

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Healthy eating becomes 
harder at times like this and 
so deliveries of fresh food 
become ever more vital 
Professor Pierre-Marc Bouloux

Green army : 
Felix project 
volunteers will 
drive their bright 
green vans loaded 
with fresh surplus 
produce to 
community hubs 
in every local 
authority in a joint 
effort with 
FareShare and 
City Harvest
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THE genetic code of Covid-19 has been 
relatively slow to mutate during its 
global spread so a future vaccine could 
remain effective over a long period, 
research has suggested.

Two independent studies by teams of 
infectious diseases scientists helping 
Italy’s fight against coronavirus have 
reported they found the fast-proliferat-
ing pathogen to be reasonably stable.

The findings will add to a better 
understanding of the virus and how it 

spreads — and raise hopes that a future 
vaccine could have a higher rate of 
effectiveness against the strain.

The studies were carried out by  
Lazzaro Spallanzani National Institute 
for Infectious Diseases in Rome and the 
forensic division of the department of 
biomedical sciences and public health 
at Ancona University Hospital.

Professor Stefano Menzo, head of 
virology at the hospital, said: “A virus 
with a stable genome is good news for 
vaccine development because it indi-
cates that the effectiveness of vaccines 
could be more consistent, possibly over 

many years.” Forty-four vaccines are 
being evaluated for eventual use against 
coronavirus and two of them are at the 
clinical trial stage. The World Health 
Organisation has said it could be at least 
a year before a vaccine is available 
because it must be safe.

Meanwhile, data collected via the 
NHS’s 111 telephone service is to be 
mixed with data from other sources to 
help predict where ventilators, hospital 
beds, and medical staff will be most in 
need. The goal is to help health chiefs 
model the consequences of moving 
resources to best tackle the epidemic.

Studies ‘good news for vaccine work’
Mark Blunden 
Technology Correspondent

Donate online
virginmoneygiving.com/ 
fund/FoodforLondonNOW

 ⬤ WHAT IS HAPPENING? A new initiative called The 
London Food Alliance has been set up by the capital’s 
three largest food surplus distributors — The Felix 
Project, FareShare and City Harvest — to pick up 
nutritious surplus food from suppliers and deliver it in 
bulk to community hubs in each borough

 ⬤ HOW WILL FOOD GET TO PEOPLE? Each borough 
will create hubs to receive the surplus food, divide it into 
food parcels and deliver them to the doorstep of 
vulnerable Londoners 

 ⬤ WHO WILL GET FOOD? Boroughs are in touch with 
local charities, foodbanks and community centres as well 
as the Government to ascertain who is most vulnerable 
and in need 

 ⬤ HOW HAVE THE FOOD REDISTRIBUTORS CARVED 
UP LONDON? The Felix Project is responsible for 
co-ordinating surplus food supply across: Barnet, 
Camden, Ealing, Enfield, Hackney, Haringey, Harrow, 
Havering, Hillingdon, Islington, Redbridge, Tower 
Hamlets, Waltham Forest, and Westminster. FareShare 
will co-ordinate: Barking & Dagenham, Bexley, Bromley, 
Croydon, Greenwich, Lambeth, Lewisham, Merton, 
Newham, Southwark, Sutton, Wandsworth. City Harvest 
will do: Brent, City of London, Hammersmith & Fulham, 
Hounslow, Kensington & Chelsea, Kingston, Richmond. 
Actual deliveries to boroughs might be made by any of 
the three providers, based on what is most efficient on 
the day. 

ELDERLY GET 
ONLINE HELP

LAWYERS STAGE 
BOYCOTT THREAT
LAWYERS have warned that they 
could refuse to represent suspects 
in police interviews because they 
are being put at risk by the Met 
Police not ensuring hygiene and 
social distancing at stations. 

In an open letter to 
Commissioner Cressida Dick, the 
London Criminal Courts Solicitors 
Association called for deep cleans 
of the capital’s police stations, a 
dramatic reduction in the number 
of arrests, more use of street bail, 
and for solicitors to take part in 
interviews by video link.

SURPLUS business computers  
are being given to the elderly to 
help them to stay connected in 
self-isolation. 

Camden-based social enterprise 
SocialBox.Biz is providing 
hundreds of repurposed laptops 
donated by businesses and is 
teaching the elderly how to 
communicate with families and 
friends online, contact services 
and order food.

Organisers say many more are 
needed to keep up with demand. 

 ⬤ For details visit socialbox.biz


