
A8  S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  3 1 ,  2 0 1 8   C A L G A R Y  H E R A L D

EDITORIAL
O U R  V I E W S

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

M
ore than 3,000 of our fellow citizens 
are unsure where their heads might 
find a pillow tonight. 

Some are wandering the streets as 
you read this, thinking about which shelter will 
have room for them on this chilly spring night.

Others are hidden from view. They are the 
families huddling in church basements. Vul-
nerable women surfing from couch to couch. 
Seniors who can’t afford a room of their own. 
People from all age groups who’ve suffered dis-
crimination, economic hardship, personal crisis, 
health problems, mental illness or addiction.

They all represent Calgary’s homeless popu-
lation. And, if we don’t come together to help 
them, the problem will only get worse.

The Resolve Campaign offers all of us, as Cal-
garians, a chance to unite and an opportunity to 
make our city a better place for everyone.

Nine social agencies — along with business, 
community and government leaders — are 
collaborating under the Resolve banner to 
create affordable housing for 3,000 vulnerable 
citizens. The active fundraising for the cam-
paign ends today, but pledges can continue to 
be made until March 31, 2021, meaning there’s 
still time to make a difference.

Resolve began making its difference about 
six years ago, with a focus on “housing first.” 
By ensuring vulnerable people first get shelter, 
Resolve agencies are then able to better provide 
health and social supports that address the 
problems that initially led to homelessness.

Having a place to hang one’s hat is vital if 
the intent is to deal with the issues that cause 
homelessness and break the cycle.

The Resolve Campaign has already smashed 
through the barriers that were keeping thou-
sands of people from finding affordable hous-
ing. It has raised millions of dollars, which has 
allowed member agencies to retire mortgages, 
purchase a building, start construction projects 
and plan hundreds of additional affordable 
housing units. More work, however, remains.

Homelessness isn’t just a problem for those 
without shelter. It’s a problem for all of us.

A high-needs homeless individual can cost the 
health, social and justice systems $55,000 a year. 
It’s a cost we all share. But once in a housing-first 
situation, the cost of supports for that person 
drops by $34,000. It also leads to a reduction in 
police interactions by 72 per cent, incarcerations 
by 84 per cent and hospital stays by 71 per cent.

Economic reasons aside, it’s also worth 
remembering that we’re talking about people, 
not just statistics. Ensuring everyone has a roof 
over their head is the right thing to do. A home 
provides a safe haven, a place to feel secure, to 
heal and to rest. It provides dignity. 

And every citizen deserves that.

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE 

A home provides us with a sense 
of pride, purpose and dignity, and 
is something most of us take for 
granted. 

More than 3,000 Calgarians live 
each day without a place to call 
home. Calgary has more than 60 
per cent of the province’s home-
less population, a situation inten-
sified by the city’s critical short-
age of affordable rental housing.

The Resolve Campaign, a first-
of-its-kind collaboration of nine 
partner agencies, is working to 
address this critical issue. Our 
goal is to raise the capital needed 
to create affordable rental hous-
ing with support services for up 
to 3,000 homeless and vulner-
able Calgarians.

The government of Alberta 
has made significant commit-
ments to many of the Resolve 
partners’ projects, totalling 
more than $120 million. Donors 

to the campaign have provided 
more than $73 million to date to 
leverage the government fund-
ing — enough to provide 1,825 
homeless and vulnerable Calgar-
ians with a key to an affordable, 
supported rental home.

This campaign is an example 
of a truly effective partnership 
between public and private  
sectors.

The collaborative spirit of the 
campaign has inspired many to 
come together for a common 
goal. Our gratitude is extended 
to David and Leslie Bissett, the 
campaign’s largest individual 
donors, for their transformation-
al $8.9-million gift.

Our largest corporate donor, 
Canadian Natural, contributed 
$2 million, and the home build-
ing industry has collectively 
donated more than $27 million. 
Many others have contributed 

significant philanthropic dollars 
to support affordable housing  
in our city.

I extend deep gratitude to the 
Resolve Campaign cabinet, steer-
ing committee, the partners, the 
staff, and the many donors and 
stakeholders who have made 
Resolve a reality.

I am proud to witness how the 
government, business and com-
munity have come together to 
support our city’s most vulner-
able citizens. We’ve celebrated 
great successes, including open-
ing five new buildings, purchas-
ing one new building, retiring two 
mortgages, starting construction 
on four buildings, bringing eight 
projects to shovel-ready stage 
with funding in place to break 
ground, and bringing three proj-
ects to shovel-ready stage with 
a need for additional funding or 
financing to break ground.

We are optimistic that with 
your support, we will complete 
all 21 Resolve buildings as 
planned. Eighteen projects are 
complete or well on the way; we 

just need additional funds to get 
the last three buildings over the 
finish line.

The buildings in the Resolve 
Campaign are more than just 
bricks and mortar, they mark 
the start of a new life for tenants 
— what was once a dream, is now 
a reality.

What sets Resolve homes apart 
is the support tenants receive, 
which can be anything from men-
tal health assistance, to employ-
ment programs, or help with life 
skills. The housing-first model 
provides people with a home, 
first, and then the support they 
need to improve their health and 
well-being. It’s proven that the 
various programs our community 
funds cannot be as successful 
without the stability of a home.

A Calgary Homeless Founda-
tion study concluded that, when 
a person experiencing homeless-
ness is provided with appropri-
ate shelter with supports, costs 
to taxpayer-funded services are 
reduced by $34,000 per person. 
Not only does housing first make 

sense economically, it’s the right 
thing to do.

While the campaign will offi-
cially conclude today, Resolve will 
retain a small staff for one year 
to assist the nine partner agen-
cies and support the legacy of the 
campaign. Staff and volunteers 
will continue to wrap up a num-
ber of outstanding philanthropic 
requests that will ensure all 21 
Resolve projects are completed.

The Resolve partners will  
continue their good work, to  
help provide safety and stability 
for our city’s most vulnerable, 
and a place where they can begin 
to rebuild their lives — starting 
at home.

The success of this campaign 
would not be possible with-
out our community’s can-do 
spirit. Thank you to all who have 
supported this campaign. It’s 
because of you that we can now 
say to more than 1,800 Calgar-
ians: “Welcome home!”
Alan Norris is chairman and CEO 
of Brookfield Residential Properties 
and chair of the Resolve Campaign.

Calgarians are united in ensuring everyone has a place to call home
Eighteen of 21 Resolve buildings complete  
or well on the way, writes Alan Norris.

Resolve Campaign 
has opened our eyes 

When I first heard about the 
Resolve Campaign and its 
ambitious goals to halt home-
lessness, I wasn’t sure how 
successful that would be.

But, over the months, I’ve 
read the news about the cam-
paign’s new buildings and 
constructions. 

Resolve is substantially 
adding to the inventory of 
affordable apartments or 
suites for people one build-
ing at a time.

That takes a lot of work and 
a lot of time, which they have 
certainly invested.

Of note, I think Resolve 
has really educated us about 
homelessness, too. It was in-
teresting to read that home-
lessness doesn’t just affect 
the (mostly) men we see on 
downtown streets.

The homeless are both 
men and women, and both 
young and old. It takes much 
diversity in skills to work 
with people and help people 
who are so different from 
each other.

Resolve and the social 
agencies who work with 
the campaign seem to have 
that diversity. It seems to be 
working.

Keep it up, Resolve.
Amy Richards, Calgary

Help those who 
have less than you

I work at a downtown mall 
and I walk past homeless 
people every day.

It’s conflicting to walk from 
a place of excess and consum-
erism, such as a mall, when 
just outside the doors you see 
someone who has nothing.

There seems to be lots of 
discrepancies in our society 
between the haves and the 
have-nots.

It’s important for those 
who have something, to think 
about sharing and giving. 
Jordan Frost, Calgary

Few people choose 
life on the street

Most people who don’t have 
a stable home don’t choose to 
live that way. 

Sure, there is a handful 
of homeless people who 
like the idea of a care-free, 
responsibility-free life on the 
street. But they represent the 
minority of homeless people. 

I talk to these people when 
I see them and most want to 
change things for themselves. 
I think the idea of a warm bed 
and a safe home holds much 
more appeal for people than 
an uncertain and unsafe exis-
tence on the street. 
Pierre LaValle, Calgary

Calgarians care 
about each other

My heart breaks a little when 
I see the lineups of people 
waiting to get inside to a shel-
ter, or waiting for a free meal.

The lives of the homeless 
can’t be easy, but as a Calgar-
ian, I am proud that we have 
facilities and shelters to serve 
these people. 

Through my volunteer 
work, I’ve seen so many 
dedicated Calgarians who 
work and volunteer at these 
facilities. Some have given up 
high-paying jobs to do this 
meaningful work.

Still others give up hours of 
their time each week to help. 
It shows me that Calgarians 
care about the homeless and 
want to help them however 
they can.

Congratulations, Calgary, 
on caring.
Rose VanVleet

Income support 
system falls short

Why is the identity of 
Calgarians without a home 
subsumed by a term that 
describes the absence of 
something? 

 In her book, The Origin 
of Totalitarianism, Hannah 
Arendt suggests that creat-
ing homelessness is a step 

toward denying a person the 
right of a citizen. 

Does the Alberta Income 
and Employment Supports 
Act give credence to Ar-
endt’s view when it denies an 
Albertan any income sup-
port because he or she has no 
private residence?

Is the credence of Arendt’s 
view strengthened, given 
that income support levels 
outlined in Schedule 5 of the 
regulation have not increased 
since the 2011 amount for 
a single Albertan of $627 a 
month — for food, clothing, 
shelter and items of personal 
need?  

It’s noteworthy that the 
amount of $627 a month 
buys roughly two weeks 
room and board in a kennel 
for a large dog.
Jake Kuiken, Calgary
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