
Polish Your English 
An action by Gazeta Wyborcza 

 



What was some of the most important news  
in the Polish media on 1 September? 

 



Prime Minister Donald Tusk promised during a 
European Council meeting that he would 

improve his English in three months 



This public commitment motivated us to create 
a media buzz around the event and to study 

together with the PM.  
And so the “Polish Your English” action began! 

 



5.09 – 26.11 we published English lessons everyday in Gazeta and on 
wyborcza.pl 

 

PYE – what we’ve done, step by step 

Examples of different forms – exercises, stories, comics 



6.09  we announced the start of the action on the breakfast TV 
programme: Dzień Dobry TVN 

 

PYE – what we’ve done, step by step 

http://dziendobry.tvn.pl/wideo,2064,n/angielski-w-80-dni-razem-z-premierem,141479.html 

English in 80 days! Together with the PM 
When Donald Tusk made his official speech after he was nominated 
President of the European Union he laughed that he would have to 

improve his English. Will he manage in only three months? To the Dzień 
Dobry TVN studio were invited:  

Jerzy B. Wójcik – assistant chief editor of Gazeta Wyborcza,  
and Judith Gliniecki – an American lawyer.  

Is it possible to learn English in three months? 
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16.10 we inserted PYE CD 1 with the English lessons into the whole circulation 
of Gazeta Wyborcza 
17.10 we attached PYE Book 1 to a part of the Gazeta Wyborcza circulation 
(higher price) 
23.10 we inserted PYE CD 2 with English lessons into the whole circulation of 
Gazeta Wyborcza 
24.10 we attached PYE Book 2 to a part of the Gazeta Wyborcza circulation 
(higher price)  
 

PYE – what we’ve done, step by step 



27.11 we published the exam in Gazeta  
5.12  we announced the end of the action on the breakfast TV 
programme: Dzień Dobry TVN 
 

 

PYE – what we’ve done, step by step 

Did Donald Tusk improve his language skills? 
“I will polish my English” – this was the promise made by Donald Tusk. He 

was to “polish” his English when he became President of the European 
Union. To the Dzień Dobry TVN studio were invited: Steve Terrett, a lawyer 

from Great Britain and Karolina Jaroszewicz, a journalist from Gazeta 
Wyborcza, head of the “Polish Your English” action. How do they assess 

Donald Tusk’s progress in learning English? Which sounds in Polish are the 
most difficult for foreigners and which in English for Poles? 
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5.12. to close the action we published (in regular distribution, without 
Gazeta Wyborcza) the book ”Polish Your English”, including all the 
lessons 

 

PYE – what we’ve done, step by step 



Promotion activities 
 

TV campaign  
(CD & book, attachment 3) 

Co-operation with 
polishexpress.co.uk 

Funny radio 
campaign 

(attachment 1&2) 

Videos on wyborcza.pl 

Special section on 
wyborcza.pl 

l 

Engaging people 
from outside Gazeta  

Special actions - letters to 
Tusk, translation of 

limericks 
 

http://www.polishexpress.co.uk/teraz-cos-z-zupelnie-innej-beczki/
http://wyborcza.pl/0,140601.html
http://wyborcza.pl/0,140601.html


Letters to Tusk – an example engaging action 

Dear Mr Tusk,  
 
I would like to congratulate you on achieving the position of President of the European 
Council, I have some questions I would like to ask you before you take office in 
December.  
You have recently proposed creating an energy union within Europe. With CEE 
countries having 80% of their gas imports crossing Ukraine, are you at all worried that, 
considering that there are rumors of the Minsk deal already being violated, if the 
Ukrainian – Russian situation breaks down, these countries could lose a large section of 
a key resource?  
As I British citizen, I am often concerned about the decisions of our leadership. Most 
prominently, the topic of staying in the EU. You have said that “No reasonable person 
can imagine the EU without the UK” however, are there any ramifications that I, as a 
member of the general public, should be aware of that our current leadership is not 
being forthcoming about?  
Following on from the topic of the UK’s EU status, you have often been involved in 
student politics. The Student Loans Company England refuses to provide Maintenance 
Loans or Grants to any EU student. This often forces EU student to seek low-pay jobs 
and support from other places to successfully study in the UK. Do you believe that this 
is morally correct, and seeing as many EU graduates continue to seek work in the UK, 
do you think that companies like SLC should do more to support them?  
Lastly, I would like to thank you for taking the time to read this and I look forward to 
your reply.  
 
Yours Sincerely, (xxx) 

We asked people in the EU to write letters to Donald Tusk - in English, to 
advice him or to ask for something. Here are some examples of them.  

 
Dear Mr Tusk,  
 
I would like to offer you my compliments and congratulations and wish you 
well in your new position on the European Council. I’ve encouraged myself to 
write to you since I am a Polish citizen, who has emigrated to the UK two and a 
half years ago. My concerns related to a very high unemployment among the 
youth as well as lack of practical undergraduate studies in Poland, made my 
decision easy, and as it turns out now, right. Nevertheless, if not for the EU, I 
would not be able to fulfill my dreams and study in England.  
 
I know many young people around my age, 21, graduating from universities are 
finding it incredibly difficult to get a decent job in their profession. The 
European Union always states that the future lies in young people’s hands. I’d 
like you to elaborate a bit more on that, taking into consideration the lack of 
practicality in most universities, growing unemployment and preposterous 
requirements of our future employers. Since you are obligated to build and 
maintain cohesion and achieve consensus between all EU citizens, I’d like to 
know your main plans and promises towards the youth, especially Polish 
students in England, such as myself. With the rising possibility of the UK 
leaving European Union, how secure and certain can I be that I will be able to 
continue studying and working in England?  
 
Many thanks,  (xxx) 
 
  



The action was spontaneous, as the declaration of Donald Tusk 
appeared suddenly.  

In general, Gazeta Wyborcza fulfils two types of goal every day – 
mission (responsible forming of opinions, promotion of values defined 

in the title’s DNA) and business (increasing single copy sales and 
revenues). Ideally these two goals should be combined, intertwined 

and result from the events and news.  
Here we had just this kind of situation! 

 

resume 



 
We fulfilled some of our mission : 

- improved practical knowledge of “live” English among Poles 
- distributed tools, while systematically conveying knowledge 

- encouraged and motivated study through attractive forms 
 

Including some business goals: 
- increased Gazeta’s single copy sales – BY MORE THAN 100 000  

- revenue growth - WE SOLD 42 BOOKS AT THE HIGHER PRICE 
WITH GAZETA AND 12 000 BOOKS AS SEPARATE DISTRIBUTION 

 
 

resume 


