
R7.10 
incl VAT 
Annual

Subscribers
R5,78

DURBAN, SOUTH AFRICA  DEADLINE EDITION WEDNESDAY APRIL 18 2018

LOWEST PRICE

Big matric change: 
supp exam delay

SA, UK 
business  
on 
track

Punk 
turtle in 
danger

Page 
4

Page 
7

T
HE Basic Education De-
partment has scrapped 
matric supplementary 
examinations.

From next year, a second na-
tional exam will be held over 
May/June.

The national decision has 
been supported by education 
stakeholders, saying it created 
access for more people to com-
plete their matric. However, 
concern was raised about how 
this would affect university ap-
plications and admissions. 

Education department 
spokesperson Elijah Mhlanga 
said the decision was taken for 
many reasons, including that 
all those who qualified to write 
supplementary exams did not 
register, and of  those who did, 
more than half  did not write 
the exams.

“This has resulted in losses 
of  millions of  rand to the de-
partment over the years. Extra 
costs incurred include having 
question papers and answer 
sheets prepared, venue hire, and 
hiring invigilators and markers. 
Regardless of  whether people ar-
rive, markers are paid according 
to the amount of  registrations,” 
he said.

Mhlanga said there was also 
a high failure rate, possibly be-
cause there was not enough time 
to prepare. 

“Matrics write in October/
November. They rest in Decem-
ber. In January they register for 
supplementary exams early in 
the year, so there’s no time to 
properly prepare. Having the 
exams mid-year will allow that.”

He said the second matric 

exam catered for other needs. 
“You will be able to apply to 

write whatever subject you have 
failed, but also, if  you want to 
improve your marks, you can 
re-do the exam of  your choice.”

This decision was passed last 
year in Parliament. “In 2018, we 
want to concentrate on raising 
the matter more, to make the 
public aware,” said Mhlanga.

Basil Manuel, chief  executive 
of  the National Professional 
Teachers’ Organisation of  SA 
(Naptosa), said the union sup-
ported the decision, but for dif-
ferent reasons. 

“For us, it is about creating 
access for more people to com-
plete their matric. For better or 
worse, our (education) system 
is geared more for an academic 
child. 

“With supplementary exams 
you had to qualify to write the 
exam by failing. We wanted a 
system that would include more 
adult and part-time pupils who, 
for various circumstances, could 
not write their matric exams in 
one sitting. So they write exams 
in parts, over one or two years.

“Having a second sitting mid-
year means we can afford people 
who’ve failed the opportunity to 
rewrite, and those who can only 
sit for some of  their exams in De-
cember get an opportunity to sit 
for the rest in June – a six-month 
gap, as opposed to having to wait 
a year,” said Manuel.

The downside, he said, would 
be for those who would have to 
wait a year to register for uni-
versity courses. “But we have 
to look at what is best for the 
majority.”

Professor Labby Ramrathan, 
director of  the School of  Educa-

tion Studies at the University of  
KwaZulu-Natal, said the decision 
made sense for efficiency. 

“Any exam process is quite 
extensive, so if  we can incor-
porate those who are wanting to 
rewrite exams and others want-
ing to complete their (matric) 
qualification, then that makes 
more sense. But where univer-
sity admissions only take place 
once a year, the student will have 
to wait a year before they can 
register. 

“What we need to now estab-
lish is to what extent these kinds 
of  students will be affected,” 
Ramrathan said.

Vee Gani, South Durban 
chairperson of  the KZN Parents’ 
Association, said the department 
must be clear about the process 
to rewrite an exam. 

“Currently, if  you request a 
re-mark and get a pass lower 
than your first, the higher mark 
holds. But, if  we are saying chil-
dren can apply to rewrite any 
papers to improve on their mark, 
what happens if  they get a lower 
pass than the first time? Which 
mark will stand? Everyone de-
serves a second bite at the apple, 
but there must be clarity on how 
the process will work.”

He said university access was 
already an issue for many pupils 
whose supplementary results ar-
rived too late. 

“Ultimately, there’s no way to 
avoid that six months to a year 
of  lost time. So the pressure will 
now be more on matric pupils to 
pass first time around and avoid 
these delays.”

For more information, call 
the department at 0800 2029 33, 
and follow them on Facebook 
(DBE SA) and Twitter (DBE_SA).

Bid to give more pupils second chance

CALLING all bright high 
school minds. Independent 
Media’s Daily News, Pretoria 
News, The Star and Cape 
Argus newspaper titles are 
partnering with Varsity 
College to bring you the 
National High School Quiz. 

Last year, the Daily News, 
with Varsity College, piloted 
this project and Hillcrest 
High School emerged as the 
Daily News High School Quiz 
winners. 

Based on the success of  
the regional competition, the 
quiz is now being rolled out 
nationally, with competitors 
consisting of  school 
teams from each region – 
KwaZulu-Natal, Pretoria, 
Johannesburg and Cape 
Town. 

“We’re excited to 
collaborate with Independent 
Media again to host the 
National High School Quiz,” 
said Sane Ndlovu, IIE Varsity 
College national events and 
PR consultant.

The quiz is open to all 
high schools in these regions.

Schools will enter local 
quiz events with teams 
consisting of  four pupils and 
a teacher or coach. Winners 
of  the local quiz events will 
progress to the regional quiz, 
with the top two teams from 
each region then battling 
it out at the National High 
School Quiz. In the regional 
competitions, quiz questions 
will be based on content in 
the Daily News, Pretoria 
News, The Star and Cape 
Argus. 

The KZN region is 
divided into three districts: 
Pietermaritzburg, greater 
Durban area and North 
Coast. The top five schools 
from each district will 
compete at the KZN regional 
quiz. The winning school 
in KZN will win R20 000, a 
bursary worth R75 000 and 
R2 000 for each team member 

and teacher. There are also 
prizes for the runner-up.

The National High 
School Quiz will be held in 
Johannesburg at the Varsity 
College Sandton campus on 
September 27. The national 
winner will take home the 
National High School Quiz 
title, R20 000 for the school, 
R5 000 for each team member 
and R5 000 for the team’s 
teacher or coach.

The national runner-up 
will receive R10 000 for the 
school, R2 500 for each team 
member and R2 500 for the 
team’s teacher/coach.

National quiz questions 
will be based on content 
published on the IOL website. 

“This school competition 
represents a synergy between 
young people’s thirst for 
knowledge and Independent 
Media’s commitment to 
empowering them to be 
active, engaged and involved 
citizens,” said Greg le Roux, 
Group Executive: Events. All set for the National School Quiz are Daily News School Quiz 2017 winners Hillcrest High School. Pupils, from left, Laurie Aucamp, Damon Knox-Whitehead, Mpilo Vilakazi, Mandy Pitchers 

and Teag Theron with the Quiz main sponsors, from left, Yenusha Ramluggan – the IIE’s Varsity College Westville campus principal, Wayne Farnham – the IIE’s Varsity College Durban North 
campus Part Time Division principal ,  and Jaidene Moodley, Daily News marketing and brand officer.  PICTURE: SIBONELO NGCOBO/ANA

HOW TO ENTER:
Email dnquiz@inl.
co.za for an entry 
form or call Tashni 

Bridgmohan on  
031 308 2557.

Entries close on 
June 22.

High School 
Quiz is back
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