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Digerati
The Silicon Valley of Europe has it all: money, ideas and a 
polyglot army of brilliant software engineers. While Google 
and Facebook invest more in the capital, watch out for 
homegrown unicorns in retail, fintech and cybersecurity

Nicola 
Mendelsohn
Europe, Middle 
East and Africa 
vice president, 
Facebook
There is no corner office 
for Mendelsohn, instead 
she works out on the 
open-plan floor of the 
social network’s Euston 
home. After 20 years in 
the world of advertising 
agencies, now she also co-
chairs the Creative 
Industries Council with 
business secretary Sajid 
Javid. Married to lobbyist 
and Labour political 
organiser Jonathan 
Mendelsohn, she observes 
a “techno-sabbath” at the 
weekend. 

Martin Clarke
Publisher, MailOnline
Fearsome newspaper 
man Clarke has helped 
transform the Daily Mail 
into the world’s most 
popular news website, in 
the process appealing to a 
younger audience than 
the paper’s traditional 
readership. Clarke is 
spearheading 
MailOnline’s push into the 
US and further afield and 
has made its Sidebar of 
Shame required reading. 
Advertisers are paying 
attention, with half-year 

revenues up 20 per cent 
to £36 million.

Sherry Coutu
Angel investor and 
entrepreneur
Never mind start-ups, 
Coutu’s Scale-Up Institute 
wants to help the best 
new ideas in business get 
bigger, not simply get 
started. The Canadian is a 
darling of the tech 
community with a bulging 
contacts book. Boris 
Johnson made her an 
ambassador for London 
and she also sits on the 
board of the London 
Stock Exchange.

Matt Brittin
European head, 
Google
Former 
Cambridge 
and Great Britain rower 
Brittin continues to 
ascend the ranks at the 
search giant. Promoted to 
running the entire 
European operation, it’s 
no small job given that 
Google is coming under 
increased pressure from 
politicians over privacy 
and paying more tax. 
Brittin is a keen cyclist, 
who has pedalled from 
Land’s End to John 
O’Groats and from 
London to Paris.

Eileen 
Naughton
Managing 
director, Google 
UK and Ireland 
Sassy American who 
crossed the Atlantic to 
lead Google’s UK and 
Ireland operations when 
Matt Brittin was 
promoted. Naughton was 
president at magazine 
publisher Time Group 
when she joined Google 
in 2006, leading its 
display advertising 
business in New York. 
Was a founder member of 
a network of female 
Google executives along 
with Sheryl Sandberg.

Brent Hoberman 
and Jonnie Goodwin
Co-founders, Founders 
Forum
Ten years old this year, 
Founders Forum has 
earned a reputation for 
its elite technology and 
media networking 
events. It was the 
brainchild of smooth, 
floppy haired Goodwin — 
also well known as the 
founder of Lepe Partners, 
a boutique firm that 
advises on mergers and 
floats in the media and 
technology world — and 
Hoberman, the 
lastminute.com co-

founder who now chairs 
online furniture business 
made.com. Hoberman 
has a string of 
directorships at TalkTalk, 
Guardian Media Group, 
Shazam and made.com.

Rich Riley
Chief 
executive, 
Shazam
Riley heads 
the song-recognition app 
that has transformed from 
a neat idea into a huge 
advertising company that 
recently attracted funding 
from Mexican telecoms 
billionaire Carlos Slim. 
Riley joined Shazam as 
chief executive in 2013 
after more than 13 years 
at Yahoo! The Texan is 

tipped to lead the 
company onto the stock 
market.

Demis Hassabis 
Founder, Google DeepMind
Media-shy Hassabis was 
thrust into the spotlight 
last year when Google 
paid £400 million for his 
artificial intelligence start-
up DeepMind. Whether it 
is fighting cancer or some 
other global problem, 
what his technology could 
be put to work on is still 
unclear. Raised in 
Finchley and Hendon, he 
finished his A-levels at 16, 
built a best-selling video 
game by 17, won a double 
first in computer science 
from Cambridge and was 
a chess prodigy.

Rohan Silva 
Founder, Second Home
The former technology 
and innovation advisor to 
David Cameron and 
George Osborne, Silva left 
Government in 2013 to 
try his hand as an 
entrepreneur. The result 
was ultra-trendy co-
working office space 
Second Home, opened off 
Brick Lane last year. 
Backers include everyone 
from ex-Goldman Sachs 
economist Lord O’Neill to 
Arts Council England 
chair Sir Peter Bazalgette. 
Silva hopes to open more 
Second Homes around 
the world. Lives in East 
London with his wife, 
architect and 
entrepreneur Kate 
MacTiernan. 
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Bruce Daisley
Managing director, 
Twitter UK 
The UK is Twitter’s 
biggest market outside 
America and has been 
flourishing on Daisley’s 
watch, with sales 
doubling to £90 million 
last year. The music-
lover, who joined the 
microblogging site from 
YouTube, mainly tweets 
about his favourite tunes 
and has even tried his 
hand at live music 
reviews, writing for blog 
PressPLAY.

Kathryn Parsons
Co-founder, Decoded
Heads of Google and 
Virgin and even Prince 
Andrew are among the 

15,000 or so people to 
have attended the coding 
school that Parsons and 
her three co-founders set 
up in Shoreditch in 2011. 
People would love to leaf 
through this networking 
queen’s contacts book. 
The Guardian was so keen 
on Decoded it bought a 15 
per cent stake.

Saul Klein 
Technology 
investor
The godfather 
of London’s 
technology scene, Klein 
quit Index Ventures in 
May to focus on seed 
investing and Kano, the 
DIY computer kitmaker 
he helped found. The 
Cambridge graduate, 

who cut his teeth at 
Skype as part of its first 
executive team, was a co-
founder of Seedcamp and 
founded what became 
LoveFilm.

Eileen Burbidge
Partner, Passion Capital
Burbidge first came to 
London from the US to 
join Skype’s office here in 
the company’s very early 
days. After roles at Apple 
and Yahoo! she now offers 
her experience and 
funding to early-stage 
start-ups through 
investment firm Passion 
Capital and her tech hub 
White Bear Yard in 
Clerkenwell. Dubbed the 
“Queen of British VC” by 
Fortune magazine, 

Burbidge recently joined 
the board of technology 
advocacy non-profit the 
Coalition for the Digital 
Economy.

Jimmy Wales
Founder, 
Wikipedia
The American 
founder of the 
internet’s leading 
encyclopaedia spends 
most of his time in 
London these days, after 
he married Tony Blair’s 
former diary secretary 
Kate Garvey and had a 
daughter. They met at the 
World Economic Forum 
in Davos. Wales’s latest 
project is The People’s 
Operator, a mobile phone 
network that lets people 

donate 10 per cent of 
their bills to charity. His 
turn on Desert Island 
Discs revealed eclectic 
tastes, with choices 
ranging from Fight the 
Power by Public Enemy to 
Bach’s Violin Concerto in 
A Minor.

Niklas 
Zennström 
Founder, 
Atomico
One of the 
founders of Skype, 
Swedish native 
Zennstrom these days 
spends his time investing 
in some of Europe’s most 
promising technology 
start-ups from his base in 
London. Zennstrom’s 
venture capital firm 
Atomico has backed the 
likes of Clash of Clans 
maker Supercell, Last.fm, 
cab app Hailo and fitness 
wristband maker 
Jawbone. He and his wife 
Catherine set up 
Zennström 
Philanthropies in 2007 to 
support human rights 
and environmental 
causes. A keen sailor.

Christopher North
Chief executive, Amazon UK
New York-born and 
Harvard-educated North 
has the job of running the 
UK operation of online 
retail giant Amazon, 
targeting a rise in sales 
from the current 
120 million items a year 
to 200 million within in 
the next two years. The 
economics and 
philosophy of science 
graduate who joined 
Amazon from publisher 
HarperCollins in 2006 
lives with his French wife 
Sophie and their three 
children in Notting Hill.

Jose Neves
Founder and chief 
executive, Farfetch
Farfetch became one of 
London’s few “unicorns” 
earlier this year — a 
technology business 
valued at $1 billion. The 
web shop lets people buy 
from more than 300 
independent boutiques 
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around the world without 
leaving their bedroom. 
Portuguese Neves began 
coding aged eight after his 
parents gave him a ZX 
Spectrum but he started 
off in fashion, setting up 
shoe brand Swear in 
London in 1996 and 
brand B Store 10 years 
later. 

Jon  
Bradford 
Managing 
director, 
TechStars
Bradford has devoted 
untold hours to helping 
young entrepreneurs turn 
back of the envelope ideas 
into businesses through 
his role as head of the 
London branch of 
TechStars. The so-called 
company accelerator, 
which started life in the 
US, provides funding, 
mentorship and 
connections for start-ups 
in London. Bradford 
founded Cambridge-
based accelerators The 
Difference Engine and 
Seedcamp and started out 
as an Arthur Andersen 
accountant.

Debbie 
Wosskow
Founder, 
LoveHomeSwap 
and chair, SEUK
Wosskow speaks up for 
companies such as 
Airbnb, ZipCar and 
Appear Here when it 
comes to regulation and 
government through her 
role as founder and 
chair of SEUK, a trade 
body for the sharing 
economy. West 
Londoner Wosskow 
wrote a report on the 
sector for the 
Government last year 
and heads her own 
sharing economy 
business, 
LoveHomeSwap, which 
lets people holiday at 
stranger’s houses. 

Jeff Lynn 
Co-founder and chief 
executive, Seedrs
Lynn helped kickstart the 
crowdfunding revolution 

in the UK with the launch 
of Seedrs in 2009. The 
platform, which began as 
an MBA project while 
Lynn was studying at 
Oxford, lets ordinary 
people buy a slice of 
promising start-ups from 
as little as £10. It won 

£10 million of backing 
from famous fund 
manager Neil Woodford. 
Prior to starting the 
company Lynn worked as 
a lawyer in New York and 
London. He sits on the 
board of Companies 
House.

Gerard Grech 
Chief 
executive, 
TechCityUK
Grech bangs 
the drum for London’s 
technology sector in his 
role as head of 
TechCityUK, the 

government quango for 
advancing and promoting 
the tech industry. He also 
sits on the Government’s 
Digital Economy Council, 
as well as London’s Smart 
Board, both of which 
focus on economic 
growth through digital 

Baroness Shields 
UK Minister for Internet 
Safety and Security
Joanna Shields’s transition 
from Silicon Valley to the 
top of UK society was well 
and truly completed 
when the former Bebo, 
Google and Facebook 
executive was appointed 
Minister for Internet 
Safety and Security earlier 
this year. In this role she 
will spearhead David 
Cameron’s effort to fight 
online pornography. The 
former TechCityUK chair 
is a long-time Cameron 
confidante.
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innovation. Prior to 
joining TechCityUK in 
2013, Grech was a 
veteran of the mobile 
phone industry, having 
worked at Nokia, Orange 
and Blackberry. He 
collects vinyl and street 
art.

Ross  
Bailey
Founder, 
Appear Here
Sparky 
entrepreneur behind 
Appear Here, a 
marketplace for pop-up 
shops and short-term 
rentals that is 
reinvigorating struggling 
high streets. Past clients 
include Google, Microsoft, 
Moleskine and Marc 
Jacobs. Bailey left school at 
16 and last year snagged 
£4.7 million worth of 
funding for the business, 
on top of a further 
£1 million raised in 2013. 
The cash is being put 
towards expanding the 
concept beyond London.

Nick 
Hungerford
Co-founder and 
chief executive, 
Nutmeg
Hungerford is one of the 
many former City workers 
helping to transform the 
face of finance. Prior to 
founding online money 
management service 
Nutmeg in 2011 with his 
uncle William Todd, 
Hungerford worked for 
stockbroker Brewin 
Dolphin and Barclays’ 
wealth management arm. 
The Stanford MBA holder 
is a keen rugby fan and 
follows his home team 
Bath around the country.

Daniel Korski
Special adviser to David 
Cameron on science and 
technology
A successor to Rohan 
Silva, Korski is said to be 
focusing on establishing 
strong intellectual 
property rules and hosts 
breakfasts at No 10 with 
start-ups from Silicon 

Roundabout. Prior to 
coming to Downing Street 
foreign policy bod Korski 
held diplomatic positions 
in Iraq, Afghanistan as 
well as Washington. In 
2008 he helped establish 
the bi-partisan think tank 
the European Council on 
Foreign Relations.

Eze Vidra 
Partner, Google 
Ventures
Israeli Vidra 
first came to 
prominence in London’s 
tech world as the founder 
of Google Campus, a 
place where aspiring 
entrepreneurs could rent 
desk space to help build 
their businesses. Last 
year he was named as 
one of the founding 
partners of the Google 
Ventures European team, 
investing the search 
engine’s cash in 
promising businesses. A 
keen cyclist, Vidra is also 
the founder of 
TechBikers, an annual 

charity bike ride for 
London techies.

Jo Bertram
General manager, Uber in 
UK, Ireland & Nordics
Jo Bertram has a good 
claim to be one of the 
most powerful people in 
London transport. 
Overseeing the 
phenomenally successful 
taxi app Uber in the UK, 
Ireland & Nordics, she 
must spar with Boris 
Johnson as well as taxi 
drivers, as well as making 
sure thousands of 
Londoners get home 
safely every Saturday 
night. Bertram read 
natural sciences at 
Cambridge and worked 
for management 
consultant McKinsey in 
South Africa before 
joining Uber.

Jennifer Arcuri
Technology entrepreneur
US-born Arcuri founded 
the annual InnoTech 
Summit and is a keen 

advocate of raising the 
profile of women on the 
London tech scene and 
connecting investors with 
entrepreneurs. She 
studied film at the 
University of Southern 
California and has a keen 
interest in hacking, 
following the recent 
Ashley Madison scandal 
closely on Twitter. 

Sir Tim 
Berners-Lee 
Director, World 
Wide Web 
Consortium
The inventor of the world 
wide web continues to be 
vocal on issues around 
privacy and freedom. A 
bronze statue of the man 
known as “Tim BL” was 
unveiled at the National 
Portrait Gallery to 
celebrate his 60th 
birthday. Came up with 
his big idea while at Cern 
the particle physics lab, in 
1989. President of 
Shoreditch’s Open Data 
Institute.

Samir Desai 
Co-founder and chief 
executive, Funding Circle
Funding Circle is 
leading the peer-to-peer 
lending revolution in 
the UK, letting people 
lend out their savings to 
small businesses online 
at better interest rates 
than those offered by 
the banks. More than 
£800 million has been 
lent over the platform 
since it launched in 
2010. Former 
management consultant 
Desai had the idea for 
the business while 
working on a project 
involving ailing 
Northern Rock. He and 
co-founders James 
Meekings and Andrew 
Mullinger are all Oxford 
graduates.
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