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In 2016, we launched 2020 VISION. We said that our purpose would be to offer 
resources, provide training, and sponsor events to train and equip our pastors and 
churches. We developed an acrostic using the word LIFE with the four focal points that 
would guide us these four years. They were Leadership, Increase, Faith, and Equipping. As we 
come to the end of these four years, how have we done in these four areas?

Leadership Development - We created the Healthy Church Intensives as a shorter version 
of the Healthy Church Conference to be offered in each district twice a year. We hosted the first ever Latin 
American Leadership Conference bringing together all of our Latin leaders from eight different countries in 
one place in Costa Rica. We developed and offered the Turn Around Workshops in dozens of churches 
across the denomination. We launched the School of Ministry as part of a renewed ministerial credentialing 
process. All of these activities were geared toward developing stronger leaders. 

Increase in Numbers - I’m encouraged to note several growth trends in our PFWB churches with more 
churches than ever adding multiple Sunday worship services, increasing the number of staff members, and 
improving their social media presence. We’ve seen an increase in the number of new ministers with 
seventy new ministers receiving credentials since 2016. Over the past four years, we’ve opened four new 
foreign missions fields. We held our first ever Church Planters Retreat with ten young couples in 
attendance and we are on track to plant four new churches by 2024. These are all indicators of increase. 

Faith Walk - We introduced Serve Week as an annual denominational emphasis. We also participated with 
other denominations in the Go2020 soul wining initiative. And we’ve seen a consistent increase year after 
year in tithes being sent to the PFWB Resource Center. These are all marks of spiritual maturity. 

Equipping the Church - We developed Growth Track, our very own PFWB Discipleship program. We also 
made Right Now Media available to all PFWB ministers and their families at absolutely no cost to you. We 
established a complete department dedicated to graphic design, social media, and web presence. We introduced 
monthly online “hangouts” for children’s leaders and youth leaders and developed on-line training via zoom 
in the USA and internationally. Each of these programs were developed to equip our ministers and 
churches. 

As we come to the end of these four years, I am pleased with our accomplishments in all these areas. 

GS UPDATE 
"In The Aftermath of the Pandemic, We Are Family"
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE CORONA CRISIS

When the Corona crisis hit, we made it our goal to do three things; Connect, Pray, and Serve. From the very 
beginning, we made an effort to stay connected with our ministers and churches by telephone, email and 
social media. Throughout this crisis, we led prayer initiatives like the weekly online prayer meetings and 
the “Unite 714” initiative based on 2 Chronicles 714. We’ve made every possible effort to keep our pastors 
and churches informed of the latest news and how it impacted your churches and to provide you with 
helpful tools and tips along the way. Our purpose all along was to help churches pivot to online worship 
services, then to pivot back to indoor worship services safely, once that was allowed. Our goal now is to 
help churches embrace the “new normal” and become even stronger and more effective post Covid-19. We 
hope this is all passing and will soon be gone, but it doesn’t look that way. So, just know that whatever 
comes, we will be here for you and together we will get through this because “We Are Family.” 

CAMPMEETING & GENERAL CONFERENCE 

We have made the difficult decision to cancel Campmeeting this year, due to the Covid-19 crisis, but to go 
ahead with General Conference. There are a number of business matters to attend to and we hope all 
ministers and delegates will make attendance and participation at General Conference a priority. Our 
General Conference is set for Wednesday July 29, 2020 and will take place at the PFWB Tabernacle in 
Dunn. We will streamline the meeting that day, keeping the length of the meeting as short as possible and 
keeping the crowd as small as possible. We will also take every precaution on that day to keep those in 
attendance safe as we practice social distancing.  Also on that day, we will recognize ministers for “years of 
service”, memorialize those ministers who have passed away this year, and carry out the ceremony for 
those advancing to Conference License and Ordination. We will be monitoring the situation with 
Covid-19 from now until the date of our General Conference. If we determine that it is unsafe or unwise 
for us to have this meeting, we will postpone and reschedule at the earliest possible date, hopefully by 
August or September at the very latest. 

REV. DOCK HOBBS RETIREMENT

As many of you know, Brother Dock Hobbs, who has served on our Resource Center staff for about 
twenty years, will be retiring at the end of July. Dock served for about sixteen years as World Witness 
Director, and four years as Regional Director. Dock has battled some sickness these past couple of years 
and feels that it is time to step down and devote more time to family. We appreciate Dock’s contribution 
to the PFWB and will miss him as a member of our team, but we understand and wish him well. We will 
honor Dock appropriately at this year’s General Conference on July 29th. For now, we will not be hiring a 
new Regional Director in his place. Instead, our existing staff will realign to cover those responsibilities. 
Marty Tew, who currently serves as World Witness Director, will be the “go to” person for the time being 
in matters related to Regional Director, but all of us will be available to serve in any way, as needed. We 
will also be implementing a new pastoral care program utilizing the services of a team of ministers in each 
district to help us provide pastoral care for our ministers and their families in their time of need. 
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RACISM, INJUSTICE, & LAWLESSNESS - A PFWB RESPONSE

The recent events in our nation have served to bring to the forefront important subjects like racism, 
injustice, and lawlessness. In response to these events, I put out a statement with the position of the 
PFWB on this subject. Lest there be any doubt, please know that the PFWB condemns the sin of racism 
in any form. We believe that racism is an affront to the value of individuals created in God’s image. No 
race or ethnicity is more valuable than another. The Bible recognizes that all people are created in God's 
image (Genesis 1:27; 5:1,2). The Bible also declares that the barriers that separate us from one another have 
been broken down through Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:26-28, Colossians 3:11). As Christians, we believe that 
the good news of Jesus Christ has the power to break down racial and ethnic barriers (Ephesians 2:14–18). 
May God give us the courage to confront the sin of racism, not only in the aftermath of event such as 
we’ve seen in recent weeks, but whenever and wherever it may be found in our own lives, in our churches, 
in our communities, and in our world. As Christians, we should despise racism and prejudice of any kind, 
and we do. As Christians, we should detest injustice and the taking of innocent life, and we do. But, we 
should also denounce the inappropriate response; the rioting, burning, and looting, that we see playing 
out in our nation’s cities right now. Let us pray for an end to racism, injustice, and lawlessness.

Our Pastors Network provides pastoral care for 
our ministers and their families in their time of 
need. Our team of seasoned, mostly retired, 
ministers in each district make up our Care Team 
and are available to minister to your family in 
time of need. Also as part of our Pastors 
Network, we provide coaching for PFWB pastors 
who want to see their church get healthier and 
increase in effectiveness. And best of all, we offer 
this assistance at no cost to our pastors! We have 
partnered with trained professional coaches from 
across the country to provide hands on coaching 
to those pastors who apply and are accepted into 
our coaching program. Contact our office for 
details. 

GS Life is the name of our brand new online 
resource site designed to help churches and 
pastors be better. That’s pretty much what we do, 
we help churches and pastors be better! The site 
features Blogs and video devotionals as well as 
links to tools and sermon resources for ministers. 
You can check it all out at www.gslife.me 

And speaking of sermon resources, for the past 
three years it has been my pleasure to pass along 
to our ministers a thumb drive with over a years 
worth of sermons from my past pastorates. I look 
forward to doing this again this year for all 
PFWB ministers who are present at General 
Conference on July 29th. Just stop by the 
Resource Table that day to get yours!
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WE ARE FAMILY

Our theme for 2020 and beyond is “We Are Family.” None of us knew, when we embraced this theme, what 
our nation and the world would be facing right now, but it is certainly a theme that is fitting for such a 
time as this! If ever we needed to come together as a family, it is now. Like any family, we have an idea of 
the kind of family we hope to become. As we move through the remainder of this year and into the year 
ahead, as a family we will be: Spirit Empowered, Bible Centered, Mission Intensive, Purpose Driven. 

Spirit Empowered - The God size vision the Lord has given us in these last days is so grand that we 
must have the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to pull it off. In the words of Zechariah, it must be; “not by 
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord.”

Bible Centered - There is a pandemic in our land these days. I am not referring to the Corona 
pandemic, but to a pandemic of Bible illiteracy. And we must stamp it out! In these last days, with the 
schemes of the enemy so prevalent, we have to know the word of God in order to stand upon the word of 
God. His Word must be “a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.” 

Mission Intensive - Our churches can come up with any vision statement they want. We can carefully 
and clearly define our own unique purpose statements. But the one thing we cannot do is determine the 
mission of the church. That has already been decided by the Lord himself! He has given us our mission. It 
is the great commission and we must keep our focus on that mission to “go into all the world…and make 
disciples of all nations.” 

Purpose Driven - It is so easy to get distracted doing good things that we fail to do great things! That is 
why our churches must stay committed to the purposes that matter most. I believe there are at least three 
that should guide us moving forward. They are Worship, Discipleship, and Evangelism. In these last days 
that we are living, these are the “big three” for me. The Lord recently dropped it in my spirit like this; 
“Don’t just worship…become a worshiper. Don’t just make disciples…become a disciple. And don’t just  go 
out and evangelize…become an evangelist.” Will you join me on this journey? 

We are family, and as a family we will continue to confront this crisis and every crisis that comes our way 
and we will lead our families, our churches, and our communities through it. PFWB family, let us stand 
firm and stay faith filled as we lead our denomination, our churches, and our communities through this 
storm and through every storm. Remember, We Are Family, and as a family we will get through 
this. This will be the church's finest hour. God will be glorified. Christ will be exalted. The 
church will be strengthened.

Randy Carter, GS


