
Bridging the Gap 

One of the most common questions I get asked is, “How do I get more student 
involvement in my church?”  It seems like this is a common occurrence in most 
churches today.  There is a generational gap that is occurring and that gap 
seems to be getting wider from one generation to the next.  We all recognize it 
but it doesn’t change that the struggle is real!    

I want to share some initial things to consider as you look at what your next steps 
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Summer Camp 
June 9-July 12                   
@ CYC 

Student Leader Takeover 
September 27-28 
@ CYC 

Women’s Conference 
Friday, October 12th 
@ PFWB Tabernacle 

Men’s Conference 
Friday, October 26th 
@ PFWB Tabernacle

RESOURCES 
We have the resources 
to help you take your 

church to the next level.
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TRAINING 

We offer customizable 
training modules for a 
variety of interests and 

needs.
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EVENTS 

We are committed to 
sponsoring events that 

are done with 
excellence.
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Christian Life Ministries Update 
“We exist to train, motivate and equip Pastors, ministry leaders and churches.”

http://www.pfwb.org
http://www.pfwb.org


are in bridging the gap: 

1. Ask Students - Invite Students into the conversation about 
what they’re looking for in a Student Ministry.   

2. Ask Parents - Invite Parents to be a part of the planning.  
This creates buy-in and develops your volunteer team. 

3. Overall Structure - Think through the Discipleship 
strategy for your church.  What is your plan from nursery to 
adult as far as the overall discipleship process for the 
church?  You have to be intentional with your process. 

4. Balance - You want to make sure that you are creating a balance between small group 
and large group format when it comes the actual teaching and response time.   

5. Relationship - Without relationships…it’s a teaching…students need relationships so 
make sure that relationships are intentionally happening.  Our focus needs to be on 
building relationships and not walls.   

6. Mentoring - We can’t expect students to know how to follow Jesus - as relationships are 
being built - mentoring will naturally take place.  

This is a starting point and allows you to bridge the gap generationally while building 
relational equity with Students and their Parents.  The very people you are trying to reach are 
the very ones who help you build the foundation.  Not only are you laying the foundation for 
a healthy Student Ministry but you are also building the sustainability of the local church.   

If you’re interested in learning more about how to start a Student Ministry or strengthen what you have, then 
contact the CLM Department and we can help!  
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GREAT READS     CONTACT INFO 
Personal:  Suffering     Email:          chris@pfwb.org                    
             by Paul David Tripp      Phone:        910.892.4161                  
Family:  Swipe Right     Facebook:  Chris Searles                   
             by Levi Lusko    Instagram:  chrissearles316  
Leadership:  Your First Two Years In Youth Ministry Twitter:        @ChrisSearles3   
             by Doug Fields   Snapchat:    jmcpastor316 
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