
Reading the Bible with Purpose 
Oh, the madness that permeates this time of the year!  The decorations, dinners, 
The Christmas Story on repeat, the suspense of the Hallmark Channel movie 
marathons and all that shopping.  This time of the year has a tendency to raise 
our blood pressure and anxiety levels.  And before you know it, the trees are 
packed up and the Christmas decorations are taken down.  We can finally get 
back to normal with all the Spring scented candles from Yankee candle.  And 
who could forget, we finally get the radio back to since Christmas music has 
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invaded the airwaves since way before Thanksgiving (it’s 
amazing how they start playing sooner every year).   

Before you know it, Christmas 2018 will come and go!  All the 
pressure that goes along with the Christmas season will be a 
distant memory.  And the countdown begins for those who are 
Christmas fanatics until Christmas next year (don’t worry we all 
have at least one in our family).    

If we’re not careful, we get so caught up in the hustle and bustle 
that we forget that the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes came 
to bring “peace.”  That this baby named Jesus, born to a virgin would become the greatest story ever told! 
I saw a quote the other day that said, “a thousand times in history a baby has become a king, but only once 
in history did a king become a baby.”  It’s so easy to get caught up with everything that is happening 
“around us” that we neglect what’s happening “in us.”   

Recently, I found myself working through my Bible Plan and was consumed by everything around me that I 
couldn’t focus on the Word in front of me.  The verses began to jumble together with what has happening 
in my life so they read like this, “God told Hosea to go and pick out a Christmas Tree“ and “Joseph needed 
to go to Pandora to get something for Mary.”  I know it sounds funny and to be honest I laughed but I knew 
I couldn’t continue to read without getting my mind and heart in the right place.  So I began to pray 
something that I find myself doing often to help regain my focus and composure if I’m being honest.  I call 
them the four “R’s:  Read, Rightly Divide, Remember and Respond.  These four things help me realign 
and “take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5) so one of the most 
important things I can do as a follower of Jesus is be fruitful.   

I want to challenge you to read through the Bible Plan that is found in this mailing, but read it differently 
this year applying the Four “R’s.”  Think about it for a moment.  What if we all decided to read through the 
Bible together in 2019.  I imagine the church would look a lot different.  We would love differently.  We 
would learn to show grace.  We would walk out the promises of God.  We would stand on the unchanging 
Word and not the wishy-washiness of this world.  We would understand what it means to be a follower of 
Jesus and truly begin to lead others to become disciples.  So as you head into this new year, let me 
challenge you to read your Word with a renewed approach to what it means to actually read the Bible, 
rightly divide it, remember it and most importantly respond to it!  
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GREAT READS     CONTACT INFO 
Personal:  Through the Eyes of a Lion  Email:          chris@pfwb.org                    
             by Levi Lusko       Phone:        910.892.4161                  
Family:  Hope in the Dark    Facebook:  Chris Searles                   
             by Craig Groeschel   Instagram:  chrissearles316  
Leadership:  Love Does    Twitter:        @ChrisSearles3   
             by Bob Goff    Snapchat:    jmcpastor316 
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