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State Senator Jim Merritt   
 
Sen. Jim Merritt (R)  
Majority Caucus Chair 
Indiana Senate 
Jim Merritt is a Republican member of the Indiana Senate, representing District 
31 since 1990. 
 
Jim is a born and raised Hoosier, who has chosen a life of devoting himself to 
creating a better and safer Indiana. As a State Senator, Jim embodies integrity 
and the ability to bring people together. Since 1990, Jim has fought for principled 
reforms pertaining to education, jobs, fiscal responsibility, healthcare and 
overall, the quality of life of his fellow Hoosiers. 
 

Senator Jim Merritt and his wife Kelley live in northeastern Indianapolis and are the proud parents of 
Abby and son-in-law Josh Baker, Jennifer, and Will. Representing 130,000 constituents in District 31, 
Senator Merritt was first elected to the Indiana Senate in 1990. Committees Merritt serves on include 
Utilities, Commerce & Technology, Homeland Security & Transportation, Public Policy, Rules and 
Legislative Procedure, Joint Rules, and Veterans Affairs & the Military. The leadership positions Merritt 
holds in the Senate are Majority Caucus Chairman along with Chairmanship of the Utilities Committee 
and Ranking Membership of Commerce & Technology.  
 
 

Jennifer Haag, ENP 

Jennifer Haag joined the Statewide 911 Board as Program Manager Analyst 
in June 2015. Jennifer has been involved with Indiana’s statewide 911 
network since its inception. Before joining the Statewide 911 Board, Jennifer 
worked INdigital telecom as the 911 Database Administrator for 13 years.  In 
this position, Jennifer worked with telecommunication companies and various 
other vendors to provide the dispatch centers with the most accurate location 
information across Indiana and several other states.  Jennifer also served as 
a customer liaison, developing close relationships with dispatch centers across 
the state as she coordinated events for a multitude of conferences and 
training events during the network’s growth and transformation over the 

years. As her involvement in the network expanded, Jennifer received her Emergency Number 
Professional designation through the NENA Institute in 2012. 

Jennifer resides in Hamilton County, with her husband Chad, and they have three children. Jennifer 
is an alumni of Pi Beta Phi, and attended Indiana-Purdue University Fort Wayne to study art 
education. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Senator David Niezgodski  

A lifelong resident of South Bend, State Senator David L. Niezgodski                   
is president and owner of Niezgodski Plumbing Inc., a 4th generation 
plumbing business established in 1922. Having served on the Portage 
Township Advisory Board, and the St. Joseph County Council, Sen. 
Niezgodski has been active in local public service.  He was also a member 
of the NICTD Board (South Shore) for eight years, serving in the capacity 
as its Chair for seven of those years, from 2000-2006. 

He currently serves as President of the St. Joe Valley MCA/PHCC. A 
former President of the Indiana Plumbing, Heating, Cooling Contractors 
(PHCC), David has been active in his business for over 38 years. He is a 
former member of the Rotary Club of South Bend and former president of 
the South Bend Achievement Forum. 

David is married to his wife, Sheila, and has two children, Rachael and Gra 

 

 

Stevan Stankovich, ’17, Make Good Decisions Advocate/Speaker 
 
Stevan Stankovich is a recent graduate with his Juris Doctor from Indiana 
University McKinney School of Law and his Master of Business 
Administration from Indiana University Kelley School of Business. Stevan 
also graduated Wabash College Cum Laude with his Bachelor of Arts in 
History and Political Science and a minor in Economics. Stevan has interned 
in both Indiana Governor Pence’s and Indiana Governor Daniels’ 
administrations as an Assistant General Counsel and Assistant Policy 
Director for the Indiana Governor’s Office of Management and Budget. 
Stevan has also interned as an Assistant General Counsel for Indiana 
Governor Pence’s General Counsel’s Office.  

Stevan has traveled extensively to over 20 countries and most of the United States for education and 
pleasure. Stevan also enjoys volunteering and has been part of numerous volunteer organizations around 
central Indiana including Second Helpings, United Way, and Habitat for Humanity.  
Stevan was a pledge at Delta Tau Delta Fraternity at Wabash College in 2008 when he was asked to 
watch over his fellow fraternity brother Johnny Smith who had been binge drinking that evening. Stevan 
was unaware of the signs of alcohol poisoning and was just making sure Johnny did not throw up and 
choke on his own vomit. Unfortunately Johnny passed away from acute alcohol poisoning that evening.  
Stevan’s mission now is to educate teens about the warning signs of deadly alcohol poisoning, the dangers 
of binge drinking, Indiana’s Lifeline Law, and to basically Make Good Decisions. 

 

 
 
 


