Idea Developed

A constituent, interest group, public
official or the governor suggests a bill to
a legislator.

The legislator then authors or sponsors
the bill. Lawmakers in the samec
hamber may join as co-author or co-
sponsors of the bill.

At the legislator’s direction, the non-
partisan Legislative Services Agency

Bill Drafted

provides research and drafting
assistance, prepares the bill in
proper technical form.

After a bill is drafted and filed by a
legislator in either the Senate or the
House of Representatives, the bill is then
read by title for the first time to the

Bill Introduced

legislative body.

Referred to Committee

The Senate President Pro Tem
or the Speaker of the House of
Representatives refers the bill to
a committee for review.

v

Committee Action

Committee chairmen schedule bill
hearings that are open to the public,

where anyone may ask to speak on a bill. — >

Because of the high volume of bills and
time constraints, not every bill receives a
hearing.

Second Reading

After committee approval, the bill goes again
before members of the entire chamber.

During what is known as the bill’s Second
Reading, the legislation may be amended by
a majority vote of lawmakers.

Third Reading

On the third reading, the bill is eligible
for passage in its house of origin. The bill
cannot be amended unless two-thirds of

the legislators agree to changes.
Otherwise, it passes or fails without
changes.

Vote

The bill passes when approved by a
majority of members. In the

—> Senate, 26 of 50 members is the

majority. In the House of
Representatives, 51 of 100
members is the majority.
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Second Chamber

The bill goes through the same process as
above in the second chamber. If the bill is

amended, the first chamber must approve the

changes before the bill may be sent to the
governor.

Conference Committee

governor.

If the chamber of origin disagrees with
amendments, the bill goes to a four-member
bipartisan conference committee. If an
agreement is reached, both chambers must
approve the bill before sending it to the

Governor

Representatives

Upon receiving a bill, the governor may sign it,
veto it or let it become law without his
signature. Vetoed bills may still become law if
the veto is overridden by a majority vote in
both the Senate and the House of




IF A BILL MAKES
IT HERE, IT'S A
LAW!

8. The Governor

The governor has several options when he receives a bill. He
can sign the bill into law, veto (reject) it, or do nothing. If he
does nothing, the bill will become law without his signature in
seven days. Legislators can override vetoes with a majority
vote.

6. The Other Chamber

If the bill is approved in the house of origin, it moves to the
second house, or chamber, where it goes through the same
process again. All approved House bills move to the Senate and
all approved Senate bills move to the House. At this time, the
bill may be approved, amended or defeated.

7. Conference Committees

Three things can happen:

it's sent to the governor.
(C)The bill can be killed.

(A)If no changes have been made, it's sent to the governor.

(B)If the bill is amended in the second house, it must return to the house it began in so the
changes can be approved or turned down. If the changes are agreed upon, the bill goes to the
governor. However, if the majority of the original house disagrees, the bill is sent to a
conference committee for more discussion. A conference committee is made up of two
representatives and two senators. These four legislators study the bill and come up with an
agreement which is then voted on by both houses. If both houses approve the amended bill,




