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Up-to-date

THE IMPA MARINE STORES GUIDE IS UNDERGOING A TRANSFORMATIONAL
PROCESS THAT IS AS SIGNIFICANT AS THE LAUNCH OF THE STANDARD ITSELF

or over 40 years, the Marine Stores WE ARE FULLY
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purchasing and supply. A six-digit code THE DEVELOPMENT
was introduced to simplify processes, OF THE MSG DATA
enable people of different cultures and FOR CONTINUED
languages to easily specify marine stores PROGRESS AND
et DEVELOPMENT SO
suppliers. Today, the codes are being WE CAN SERVE THE
used on 12000+ vessels by 300+ shipping INDUSTRY AND THE
companies and by 20,000+ ship-supplying FUTURE NEEDS OF
companies worldwide. OUR STAKEHOLDERS

First published in 1978 in its well- Yuzo Koike, IMPA VP of MSG Portfolio
known book format, the Marine and Director, Fuji Trading

Stores Guide and its unique six digit

codes and categories in a handy
CSV format great for importing
into bespoke systems and being
easily searchable on computers.
Late in 2018, to further improve
the MSG’s offering, a publisher
licence was introduced, enabling
manufacturers, wholesalers and
ship suppliers to enhance their
sales worldwide. Now, we are
pleased to announce that the
next phase is upon us, that is
the digitisation of the MSG.

A NEW SYSTEM
IMPA and Fuji have been working

code quickly became a universal standard. After many together over the last four years to create a future-proof

successful years and growth in popularity, in 2005, the solution for the MSG, starting with the development of

MSG became available as a data licence, offering all the an API. An API (Application Programming Interface)
THE SHORT READ

Digitisation of the MSG is well underway

A new API offers ‘live’ product management

Web app will offer a new way to use data

Marine Trader
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MOST IMPORTANTLY OF ALL AN API WILL IMPROVE THE MSG’S
DATA MOVING FORWARD, THAT’S WHY WE’RE DOING THIS

Dominic Scott, Head of Digital, AX Digital

serves as the building block foundation for many digital
services and products. In the MSG’s case, it allows it to offer
a constant base source for the data. You can build products,
links to services and communicate with it constantly, without
the need to reupload the MSG’s data each time something
new is created.

An API will allow the MSG data to become fully ‘live’,
replacing the way we work with the data altogether. Upon
launch, all data exports will be able to be taken from the
current live set of data on the API at the time, replacing the
current six-month period updates to the data offering. On top
of that, updating codes, fixing errors and introducing new
products and categories will be a much more streamlined
process. Most important of all is what
services and products are able to be
developed with the MSG data being
stored in the API. In time, the API
will be able to grow and improve by
connecting with others, growing the
MSG dataset and much more. “Most
importantly of all, an API will improve
the MSG’s data moving forward; that’s
why we’re doing this.” Dominic Scott,
Head of Digital.

MSG ONLINE WEB APP
The first example of what the new
API allows the MSG to do comes in
the form of a brand new web app.
Set to enhance the way the MSG data
is offered, a new product is being
developed to enable data customers
to login, browse, save and export products from either their
computer or mobile devices. You will be able to see images,
descriptions, specifications and more on each item within the
MSG, as well as search by codes, keywords and categories.
This web app will give the average user a much better
experience when browsing MSG data and an overall easier

THERE ARE
CURRENTLY MORE
THAN SIX DIGITAL

PRODUCTS IN
DEVELOPMENT
AROUND THE MARINE
STORES GUIDE AT THE
MOMENT, THERE’S
MORE DEVELOPMENT
IN THE PRODUCT
THAN EVER BEFORE

Stephen Alexander, IMPA Secretary
General & COO

process when looking to purchase new products.

A simple and secure login system will ensure that only
paying customers can access the now cloud-based data,
which vastly helps in combating unfair use of the data due
to copyright infringements and plagiarism. We understand
that users may still want the MSG data supplied in its current
format and you will still be able to receive it in a CSV format;
this will be exported from the latest current API data set at
the time of purchase.

NEXT STEPS

As we continue to develop the future of the MSG, we are
always looking at making the product more accessible, usable
and secure. The developments we have
discussed today are just the start of the
next phase for the MSG. IMPA COO
Stephen Alexander said, “There are more
than six digital products in development
around the Marine Stores Guide at the
moment; there’s more development

in the product than ever before”.

He added, “We have an opportunity
with a more digitised approach to provide
a more extensive range of codes for
the stakeholders that want to see that,
whilst we also look at providing reduced
numbers for owners that want a specific
catalogue. Our partners on this are key
and we have several stakeholder groups
helping us here.

There are several project working
groups being established right now
looking at data-quality and looking at systems to enhance
and update the data on a more systematic basis.”

In our next issue, we will explain further how the MSG
web app will improve data-licence holders’ daily usage
and take a look into the possibilities for the future of the

digitisation of the Marine Stores Guide.
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TIME OF DAY A
ANYWHERE

Dominic Scott, IMPA Advisor
and Head of Digital, AX Digital

Up-to-da

THE FUTURE OF THE MARINE STORES GUIDE IS NEAR.
HERE WE FURTHER OUTLINE THE DRASTIC UPCOMING CHANGES
FOR THE MSG IN GREATER DETAIL

Marine Stores Guide / 13

DOMINIC SCOTT
IMPA Advisor and
Head of Digital, AX Digital

Qatt £

n our previous issue, we talked about the next steps that are being
I undertaken for the Marine Stores Guide (MSG) by announcing

a brand new API system for all categories and listings. Further
to that, we also announced the first product to utilise the API, the
MSG Online Web App; this is an online browsable catalogue of every
category and product listed in the MSG.

In this article, we will outline more details on both the MSG API
and Web App, how you will be able to use them and when you can

expect them to launch publicly.

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Shortly after launch, the MSG quickly became the industry
standard referencing tool for marine purchasing and supply and has
remained that for more than 40 years. The MSG team has always
strived to deliver a product that is up to date and easy to use. With
new advancements in technology, we are now able to provide the
next evolution of the MSG, which is fully digital and accessible to

THE SHORT READ

Web app allows a secure new system to browse MSG products

Available publicly early 2020

Pl enables new products to be developed and much more

Marine Trader
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anybody with intermittent access to the
internet. The MSG Online App is our
first brand new project to be announced
because of that.

Here is a simple breakdown of how

the app will work for the average user:

» The MSG customer will be given
login credentials;

» They will be able to access the app
via a link on any device (desktop,
mobile, ete.);

» Once logged in, they will be able to
browse the entire MSG catalogue and
search by keywords and directly with
an MSG six-digit code;

« Each product viewed has its page
with specifications, a description and
images;

« The user can save any catalogue item to a ‘shopping cart’;

» Once the user’s session is completed, they can export
their ‘shopping cart’ to a handy CSV or PDF file.

We hope to deliver a new product that will allow all users
access to the MSG catalogue at any time, wherever they
are. It can be used at your leisure from your mobile device
or a desktop computer when compiling your next big
order. Due to being linked to the brand new API, it will
always be up to date with the latest adjustments in the
MSG catalogue. It will offer lightning-fast search speeds
from anywhere in the world and a secure connection
from whatever device you log in on.

The new web app-set to launch at the beginning of

WE HAVE PUT IN
A LOT OF HARD
WORK TO THE MSG
API TO OPEN MANY
DOORS FOR THE
PRODUCT IN THE
FUTURE. WITH THE
API, WE HAVE A
SOLID FOUNDATION
TO BUILD UPON
WITH ANY FUTURE
DIGITAL MSG
PRODUCTS

Stephen Alexander,
IMPA Secretary General & COO

2020-will offer the best way yet to
search and view the entire MSG
catalogue through an easy-to-use
intuitive design. Dominic Scott,
IMPA Advisor and Head of Digital
at AX Digital, said, “You’re going

to be handling something that feels
completely new, yet natural. The aim
here is to make the product available

at any time of day and anywhere.”

FUTURE-PROOF

The many years dedicated to the
development of the MSG API have led
to the next evolution in the product.
While the MSG book will continue

to exist alongside our current data-
offering format, technology today is
allowing the product to be pushed
forward in all-new ways.

Stephen Alexander, IMPA Secretary General and COO,
said, “The MSG Online web app is the first announced
example of what is being developed for the MSG, but very
soon we will be announcing more developments in the
product range that will further cement the Marine Stores
Guide as the only marine referencing tool needed for all
purchasing and supply users.

We have put in a lot of hard work to the MSG API to
open many doors for the product in the future. With the
API, we have a solid foundation to build upon with any
future digital MSG products.”

The future of the MSG is here, and we cannot wait to

share more.
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Available in print
and digital formats
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7TH EDITION BOOK - REPRINT

Did you miss out on advertising in the
7th Edition of the Marine Stores Guide?

Due to high demand, we are due to reprint
the book. Don't miss this opportunity and
book now:

marinestoresguide.com/advertising

The Marine Stores Guide is the world's leading reference code within the maritime industry

The Marine Stores Guide is the world's leading reference With the latest and most complete version of the data now
code within the maritime industry. The MSG Data available, there's no better time than now to start using the
licence provides a universal coding system to facilitate unique six digit code in your IT system.

communication between crew, owner and supplier,

making the specification and supply of goods simple The data features more than 50,000 products provided
quick and effective. by suppliers and manufacturers from around the world.

Regular updates are included as part of the Data Licence.
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The NEW IMPA MSG Publisher Licence opens the door to ship suppliers, y i
manufacturers and wholesalers to enhance sales worldwide. Publish the l .:' :
H

IMPA MSG unique six-digit codes alongside your own codes

marinestoresguide.com





