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Price: $2,398,575  Location: Harlem, NY   Type of Home: Multifamily Townhouse         2012 

This three-apartment townhouse in Harlem, built in 1885, was restored by its owners to make a 

special reserve for their antiques and records. -- Jackie Bischof, WSJ Producer 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 

 

 

 

Noah and Cynthia Caplin fulfilled their dream of owning a brownstone in 2003 when 

they closed on this townhouse at 123 West 122nd Street for $827,000.  

 

 

 

The couple did a 14-month renovation of the interior, spending more than a half a 

million dollars to replace the electrical wiring and pipes, install air conditioning, repair 

floors, and rebuild the main staircase, shown here. The building has a two-bedroom 

apartment on the ground floor, an owner duplex and a one-bedroom apartment on the 

third floor.  

 

The couple installed custom-built shelving in two rooms to house their collection of 

roughly 7,500 records, searchable with a rolling library ladder. Mr. Caplin's father and 

grandfather were also collectors of records, and he has a passion for jazz and classical 

music. 'It's a disease for which there is no cure,' he says of the hobby. 

 

An interior shot of one of the rental apartments in the building. The couple said they 

have good relationships with the tenants, who are interested in staying in the building 

if a new owner decides to maintain the rental units. Rent generates $50,000 in annual 

income. 

 
The Caplins were informed by the Mount Morris Park Community Improvement 

Organization after their purchase that the building was designed by the architecture 

firm behind the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine—a bit of history discovered 

while researching the buildings for a proposed extension of the Mount Morris Park 

Historic District. 

 

 An extension of the first two floors of the building gave the owners a larger space for a 

parlor and kitchen area, shown here. The couple decided to sell their home and scale 

back as they near retirement. 'We knew when we bought this house that we were not 

going to be landlords forever,' Mr. Caplin explained. They plan to buy a row house in 

Forest Hills, Queens: 'We're not leaving the subway system.' 

 
 

 

 



At Home With History in Harlem  

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

The kitchen connects to spiral stairs that lead down to a garden shared with the 

ground-floor rental. The U-shaped garden bed has perennials and 'low-maintenance 

items,' said Mr. Caplin. 'Having a garden this space in the middle of Manhattan, we 

consider an obscene luxury.' 

 

The library and office of the owner's duplex is pictured. The couple was drawn to the 

neighborhood, in part, for 'the belief we have in reclaiming architecture, renovating 

and restoring buildings,' said Ms. Caplin. 

 

 

Mr. Caplin, 62 year old, has worked in the railroad business and collects old railway 

items, shown here in the den. He is currently a business development manager with an 

engineering company. Ms. Caplin, 59, sells display items for showrooms. The couple 

'appreciates old craftsmanship' and a 'sense of history,' said Ms. Caplin. 

 

 

The renovation was overseen by architect James Hadley, who has won a New York 

State Preservation Award for his past work. The Caplins filled the house with 

accessories sourced from flea markets and antique stores, including the chandelier in 

the den, shown here. Some of these features will remain. 'We feel that they've become 

part of the fabric of the house and it would be wrong to remove them,' says Caplin. 

 
The master bedroom is pictured here. The owners duplex has two bedrooms and one 

bathroom, as well as a study and dining area. Each apartment is zoned with its washer, 

dryer and metered electricity and heating. 

 
The owners believe the blue-green tile in the master bathroom dates to the original 

construction of the home in 1885 because of the style and size of the pieces. 'It was 

one of the things that convinced us to buy the home,' says Mr. Caplin. The bathroom 

also has a replica claw-foot tub. 

 

 

The living room is pictured here. Ms. Caplin says the south facing room is 'very bright 

and cheerful,' and leads to the dining room and kitchen, making it a 'nice, open floor 

plan for entertaining. 

 

Photos: Ramsay de Give for The Wall Street Journal 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443437504577543553558164134.html 
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