
Trim  
     Treatment

The stripes in this 
cotton gingham make 
it easy to align and 
sew crochet lace trim 
to a modified version 
of New Look 6843.

Shopping List
•   9-inch plastic or metal-

toothed, nonseparating 
zipper

•   Air-soluble fabric marker 
(Trace ’n Mark Air Eras-
able Marking Pen,  
NancysNotions.com)

•   Fray Check (Dritz.com)
•   Hook and eye for the 

skirt waistband
•   Horizontally striped,  

gingham, or plaid fabric
•   Lace trim (yardage  

depends on skirt size  
and trim width)

•   Pattern paper
•   Straight skirt pattern

Stripes guide your sewing for this embellished skirt

EASY ELEGANT PROJECT
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I f you’re like me, poring over great clothing catalogs and websites is a 
favorite leisure activity. I love discovering new embellishments and 
finding inspiration in interesting garments. This skirt project was 

influenced by some very expensive examples that caught my eye.
The concept is a cute skirt circled with parallel bands of trim— 

crocheted lace in this sample, or it could be ribbons, or a mix of 
whatever you like. Here’s where you get to benefit from my experience: 
I found a few shortcuts to make the sewing super simple, and through 
trial and error, I found techniques to employ for results that look and 
wear better. 

Start with a straight skirt pattern (the sample is based on New Look 
6843) with a perfectly straight hemline and right angles at the intersec-
tions of vertical seams and the hem. You'll eliminate all but the skirt 
center-back seam, then use striped fabric to guide the trim placement. 
The zipper is sewn on with an exposed treatment that protects the trim 
from getting snagged.

This is a great project if you are a beginner ready to branch out and 
make something unique and fashionable (that’s also fast and easy).

Sarah McFarland is SewStylish issue editor.

Get Rid of the Side Seams
Before you cut the skirt fabric, adapt the pattern to have just one vertical seam at the center back. You’ll find it much easier to sew the trim 
along stripes that wrap the skirt without seams.

1 Copy the pattern pieces. Press 
the pattern without steam and 

cut out your size. Trace a whole skirt 
front as well as a left back and a 
right back onto pattern paper. Most 
skirt patterns do not have a full 
front piece or separate right and 
left back pieces; you’ll use them to 
create a single pattern piece for the 
whole skirt.

2 Mark the side-seam allowances 
on the copies. A multisize 

pattern won’t have the seam 
allowances marked because it 
would interfere with the size-
cutting lines. Check the seam 
allowance width on the pattern 
guide sheet (it is probably 5⁄8 inch), 
and mark it the side seamlines. 
Mark the hem’s fold and stitching 
lines on the copies.

3 Trim off the side seam 
allowances. Do not trim the 

center-back seam allowances.

4 Tape the pieces together. 
Align the copied and trimmed 

pattern pieces along the side 
seams. Make sure the hem edge is 
aligned and straight. A center-back 
seam allowance is at each vertical 
edge of the assembled pattern. 
There are gaps between the pattern 
pieces at the waist. These spaces, 
where the side seams would have 
accommodated the hip curve, will 
be sewn as darts. Tape straight 
pattern paper strips across the 
openings so you don’t cut them out 
of the fabric.

SKIRT  
BACK

SKIRT  
BACK

SKIRT  
FRONT

Center 
front

Hem fold

Center front

Center-back seamline Center-back seamline

Mark and treat 
as a dart.

Hem fold

Hem stitching line
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Adjust the Darts
Your pattern may have darts that are not perpendicular to the skirt’s waist and hem. When 
you sew an angled dart in a striped fabric, it creates a “jog” in the stripes. You’ll need to 
reorient those darts to keep the stripes straight.

1 Trace the pattern copy 
on the fabric. Align the 

bottom cutting line to a fabric 
stripe. Pin so that the whole 
skirt is on grain and aligned 
to the fabric’s stripe pattern. 
Transfer the hem stitching 
and foldline markings to 
the fabric—or just mark the 
stripes that correspond to 
their placement.

2 Mark the dart leg tops 
and points. Use an 

air-soluble fabric marker to 
denote where each dart leg 
meets the waist edge. Remove 
the pattern from the fabric, 
then mark a short line at the 
level of each dart point. Use 
a clear ruler and follow the 
fabric print to make the line 
parallel to the skirt hem.

3 Mark new dart points. Find 
the midpoint between 

each pair of dart legs on the 
waist edge. Using a clear ruler, 
mark a vertical line that bisects  
the dart and intersects the line 
at the dart point level.

4 Mark new dart legs. Use 
the ruler as a guide to 

connect the marks at each 
dart leg top and point. When 
stitched, the darts will be 
perpendicular to the hem.

5 Cut out the skirt, then 
the waistband. For the 

waistband, use the original 
pattern, no adjustments 
required, but make sure the 
waistband pattern piece is 
also parallel to the stripes.

This skirt  
used about 
14 yards 
of trim. 
Use more 
or less 
trim for 
your skirt, 
depending 
on your 
taste and 
budget.

Original 
dart

Adjusted 
dart
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Reposition the dart's point so that it is centered  
between the dart legs and perpendicular to the hemline.
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Sew on the Trim
First, you’ll fold and stitch the reoriented darts to shape the skirt’s waist. Then, stitch the trim rows. Place the first row near the waist 
seamline. Subsequent rows are placed successively closer to the hem.

1 Sew the darts from waist to point. Check the fabric stripes. They 
should match across the darts.

2 Press the front darts toward center front. Press the side and back 
darts toward center back.

3 Sew trim to the waistband. First, reinforce the skirt waistband 
with interfacing, according to the pattern instructions. The 

waistband folds in half lengthwise. Select some pretty trim that fits 
between the waistband fold and the seamline. Sew the trim very 
close to each long edge.

4 Apply trim to the 
skirt. Plan ahead 

and arrange the trim 
on the skirt to see what 
placement you prefer. 
Begin at the center-back 
seam edge, clear of the 
waist seam allowance. 
Sew the trim along 
its upper edge to the 
skirt, right sides up and 
aligned to the fabric’s 
stripes. The initial trim 
rows are trickiest to sew  
because you sew over 
the folded darts and 
the fabric is curved. Just 
stitch slowly, and hold 
the trim in place on the 
fabric.

5 Place and sew on 
more trim rows. 

Stop adding trim when 
you come close to the 
hem stitching line. A 
pretty effect is to place 
the last row of trim 
so that its lower edge 
hangs below the hem 
fold. To do this, you’ll 
save and sew on the last 
trim row after you’ve 
sewn the hem.

WAISTBAND (RS)

Dart

The stripes continue  
uninterrupted across 
the adjusted dart seam. 

The skirt shown features 
vintage crochet lace 
trims of varied textures 
and widths, mixed for an 
unplanned look.

Stripes cross 
the dart.

Foldline

Seamline

Stitch here and here.

HAM

Sources
Cotton crochet trim:
TrimPlace.com 
MJTrim.com
CheepTrims.com
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Add the Zipper and Finish the Hem
The zipper treatment on this skirt adds another surface detail, is easy to sew, and prevents the trim from getting caught in the zipper teeth. 
The center-back seam allowances are flipped to the right side beneath the zipper tape. 

1 Place the zipper along 
one side of the center 

back seam allowance. Align 
the zipper tape’s top edge 
with the waist’s cut edge, 
and mark where the zipper 
bottom stop falls along the 
center-back seamline.

3 Clip the seam 
allowances at the 

mark. Clip perpendicular 
to the seam and apply a 
drop of Fray Check to each 
side of the clips. Clip the 
basting thread just above 
the back tack, and remove 
the basting from the  
zipper area.

5 Place the open zipper 
over the folded seam 

allowances on the right 
side. Align the zipper tape’s 
top to the waist edge, and 
the teeth along the folds at 
the center-back seamline. 
Pin in place. With a regular 
presser foot, stitch very 
close to the zipper tape’s 
outer edge, starting at the 
waist edge and pivoting to 
stitch across the seam at 
the zipper tape’s end, then 
back up to the waist along 
the other edge of the zipper 
tape. Then, use a zipper foot 
to repeat the stitching path, 
this time stitching close to 
the zipper teeth, moving the 
zipper slider as needed, and 
pivoting close to the zipper’s 
bottom stop.

2 Sew the center-back 
seam. Align the skirt’s 

center-back edges, right 
sides together. Start at the 
waistline, and baste to the 
mark for the zipper teeth’s 
end. Back-tack, then sew 
the center-back seam to the 
hem. On the wrong side, 
press the center-back seam 
as sewn, then open.

Zipper 
bottom 
stop

Mark

Center-back seam, 
basted to mark

Fold

Treat the 
clipped fabric 
edges with 
Fray Check.

4 Fold the seam allowances to the skirt’s right side. Press.  
Baste the folded-open seam allowances to the skirt, very close  

to the raw edges.

Remove the basting to the back tack.

Snip  
both seam  
allowances.

SKIRT 
(RS)

SKIRT 
(WS)

SKIRT 
(WS)

Baste.

Center-
back 
seam

SKIRT 
(WS)

Stitch 
close to 
the zipper 
teeth.

Stitch  
close to 
the zipper 
tape edge.

SKIRT 
(RS)
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7 Fold up the skirt’s hem and stitch as desired. Then sew on the 
final trim row or rows. Lap the ends of the trim slightly over the 

center-back seam.

6 Follow the pattern instructions to sew on the waistband. Be sure 
that the side with the trim is on the right side. The zipper tape’s 

top ends are hidden in the waistband seam. The pattern may suggest 
a button, but it's simpler to use a hidden hook-and-eye closure instead 
of sewing a buttonhole through the trim.

Add a hook and 
eye here.

Hemline

Attach the waistband, enclosing the zipper 
tape ends within the band.

Lap the ends of the last trim piece over the center-back seam.  
Sewn over the folded seam allowances, 
the exposed zipper won't touch or 
damage the delicate trim. 

Center-back seam

Lapped trim
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