
 

 

 

                                    

THE S HM OOZ E 
A Weekly Newsletter for Members and Friends of Bais Abraham Congregation 

Ben Greenfield, Rabbi 

 

Shabbat Parshat Tetzaveh 
16 February 2019 ï 11 Adar Alef 5779 

Candle Lighting 5:20 pm 
Shabbat Ends 6:21 pm 

(according to www.myzmanim.com) 

Bais A braham  
Contacts  

Shul Office   (314) 721-3030 
 
Rabbi Ben Greenfield 
rabbigreenfield@baisabe.com 
Ruth Schachter, Director of 
Operations     

office@baisabe.com 
Kalanit Chappell, 
Programming & Engagement 
Coordinator 

kalanit@baisabe.com 
Martha Ginsburg, President 

president@baisabe.com 
Lori Goldman, Admin. Asst. 

lori@baisabe.com 
Ariel Milo, Israeli Shlicha 

ariel@baisabe.com 
Kiddush Sponsorship 

kiddush@baisabe.com 
Shmooze Submissions 

shmooze@baisabe.com 

 

Davening Schedule  
Shabbat 

5:20 p.m. ï Fri. Mincha (starting 
promptly) and Maariv  
 9:00 a.m. ï Sat. Shacharit 
 5:11 p.m. ï Sat. Mincha, Maariv 

 
Sunday 

8:30 a.m. ï Shacharit 
 

Monday ï Friday  

6:30 a.m. ï Shacharit 
 

Office Hours 
Monday: 9:00 am ï 5:00 pm 
Tuesday: 9:00 am ï 5:00 pm 

Wednesday: 9:00 am ï 5:00 pm 
Thursday: 9:00 am ï 5:00 pm 

Friday: 9:00 am ï 2:00 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Shabbat and Upcoming Events 
Dvar Torah ï Dr. Jack Shapiro 

 
This Shabbat ï A Bunch of Birthdays! 
Happy birthday to Stu Klamen, Marty Geller, James Wallace, and Virgil Wiles! 
After morning services we hope everyone will join in wishing them mazal tov with 
a special Kiddush sponsored by their friends. Rabbi Greenfield is away this 
Shabbat; Deepen Your Davening and Pirke Avot will not meet. Childrenôs groups 
will meet with Kalanit at 10:30 am and Hinenu will meet at 4:11 pm. Mincha, a 
special birthday Seudah Shlishit, and Maariv will follow at 5:11 pm.  
 
Search Committee Update 
Next Shabbat we welcome rabbinic candidate Rabbi Joshua Pernick. Rabbi 
Pernick is completing his studies at Yeshivat Chovevei Torah.  There will be a 
number of opportunities throughout the weekend for members to meet Rabbi 
Pernick and to learn with him.  On Shabbat Rabbi Pernick will teach at the Lunch 
& Learn on, ñReigning in Religious Fundamentalism; Lessons from Shevet Levi.ò  
At Seudah Shlishit his shiur will be on, ñTeaching in the Divine Image.ò   
Bais Abe members are also invited to a Meet & Greet with Rabbi Pernick on 
Sunday, February 24 at 11:00 a.m. at the home of Phyllis and Jack Shapiro, 7100 
Cambridge.   
Alan Nemes and Judy Hoffman, Search Committee Co-Chairs 

 
An Evening with Gila Fine ï Wednesday, February 27th 
All are invited for an evening of learning with Pardes educator and Maggid Books 
(Koren) editor in chief, Gila Fine, on Wednesday, February 27th at 7pm at Bais 
Abe. She will teach on the topic, ñLike a Moth to the Flame: The Danger of 
Rabbinic Transgression.ò See the flyer in the back of the Shmooze for more 
information.  
 
Sign Up Now for Shir Shabbat on Friday, March 1st! 
The next Shir Shabbat dinner will be on Friday, March 1st. Invite a friend, and join 
us for davening, dinner, and spirited singing with Alan Nemes! This is part of 
NJOPôs Shabbat Across America Initiative. See the flyer in the back of the 
Shmooze for more information, and reserve your spot on the website: 
https://www.baisabe.com/event/shir-shabbat. The deadline to register is Tuesday, 
February 26. 

Shalom and Welcome! 
We at Bais Abe pride ourselves on hospitality and openness to Jews of all backgrounds. We strive to build a community rooted in mutual 

respect and commitment to Torah values and Halacha (Jewish law). Please feel free to contact Rabbi Greenfield at rabbi@baisabe.com for 
any information that may be helpful to you. If you would like a place for a Shabbat meal, our eager hosts would love to welcome you. Please 

email hospitality@baisabe.com. 

https://www.baisabe.com/event/shir-shabbat
mailto:hospitality@baisabe.com


 

 

 

Bais Abraham 
Board of 
Directors  

Martha Ginsburg 
President 

Larry Friedman 
              Vice President 

Judy Hoffman  
Secretary 

Barry Ginsburg  
 Treasurer 

Rob Wasserman 
Immediate Past President 
 
Directors: 
Aviva Buck-Yael  
Adam Cohen 
Morey Gardner  
Tessa Gardner 
George Grossberg 
Michael Gutwein 
Robyn Haspel 
Harvey Iken 
Erin Lapidus 
Alan Nemes 
Simone Picker 
Ed Puro 
Phyllis Shapiro 
Stewart Shilcrat 
Greg Storch 
Dan Vianello 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mazal tov to George and Darla Grossberg on the birth of a granddaughter, 
Leela, on January 19, 2019 to Jonathan and Akanksha Grossberg of Atlanta! 
 
Mazal Tov to Raquel Gardner & Jonathan Esensten on the birth of their twin 
sons, Betzalel Yosef and Zev Binyamin Feb 6th in San Francisco, and to 
siblings Azi, Reva and Margalit and grandparents Tessa & Morey Gardner. 
Thank you to Rabbi Michael Rovinsky for travelling to San Francisco to do 
the bris! 
  
Perfume & Cologne at Bais Abe 
A reminder: Please refrain from wearing perfume/cologne in the synagogue 
because some of our members are highly allergic.  If you inadvertently arrive at the 

shul wearing any scents, please wash them off. Thank you. 
  
Lost Tefillin Bag and Tallis Bag 
If you have seen a black and green yarn knitted tallis bag, as well as a blue velvet tefillin bag inside 
a clear plastic soft case, please be in touch with Rabbi Greenfield or the shul office. 
 
Membership Information and Security Assessment - 2019  
2019 Membership information is now available; see the website, 
https://www.baisabe.com/membership.html, for more information. Membership dues are remaining 
the same, however the Board has instituted a shul wide security fee to help offset security costs. 
Security enhancements are being made after an assessment by St. Louis Jewish Federation 
consultants, as well as by University City police. Please do not hesitate to be in touch with any 
questions or concerns about security or membership. 
 
The Minyan Project! 
Bais Abe Men: 
We are so very close to our goal of a consistent Minyan for weekday Davening. A small commitment 
ð to come every Tuesday, or to come twice a month ð can make the entire difference in making 
sure we can pray Bôtzibbur, as a community, as well as support our mourners. Please fill out this 30 
second sign up survey, bit.ly/baminyan, to help make our Minyan.  Or speak to Adam Cohen or 
Rabbi Greenfield.   Any kind of commitment to Minyan can put us over the top.  
    
  

Upcoming Events at Bais Abe 

*See the flyer in the back of the Shmooze for a complete list of times and topics 

for Childrenôs Shabbat Groups in February! 

¶ February 15-16 ï Rabbi Greenfield will be away this Shabbat as he is an 

invited presenter at Limmud NYC. 

¶ February 21-24 ï Rabbinic Candidate Visit ï Rabbi Joshua Pernick 

¶ February 27 ï Evening of Learning with Gila Fine  

¶ March 1 ï Shir Shabbat/Shabbat Across America 

¶ March 2 ï Shabbat services on first floor 

¶ March 9 ï Lunch and Learn with Joey Rosenfeld (more info coming soon!) 

¶ March 12 ï BAB(K)A ï Bakers of Bais Abe Club (more info coming soon!) 

¶ Weekly Shabbat Kiddushes with Stuôs cholent (unless otherwise noted) 

¶ See ñBais Abe Learning at a Glanceò for a schedule of ongoing classes 

 

 

https://www.baisabe.com/membership.html
http://bit.ly/baminyan


 

 

 

Support the Shul While Shopping at Schnucks 
Every time you shop at Schnucks, you can earn money for Bais Abraham. 
Our shul participates in Schnucksô ñScripò program. Itôs easy. Just show your 
Bais Abe scrip card when you check out and your purchases create automatic 
contributions to the shul of up to 3% of your purchase price. Support Bais Abe 
while shopping! Email or call the office for a scrip wallet or key-chain card and 
begin earning money for the shul on your next trip to Schnucks. 
 
Kiddush and Lunch & Learn Sponsorships 
Sponsoring, or donating towards, a Bais Abe Kiddush or Lunch & Learn is a wonderful way to honor 
someone special, as well as help create a warm, inviting Shabbat experience for our members and 
guests. You can help make the mouthwatering cholent, cakes, and meals possible at shul! Contact 
the office for more information. 
 
Your Amazon Purchases can Support Bais Abe 

Your shopping matters; let your purchases benefit the shul!  Shop at 
smile.amazon.com/ch/43-0782212 and Amazon donates to Bais Abraham 
Congregation. The site and shopping process is the same as using the regular 
Amazon, however a percentage will be donated to Bais Abe.  

 
Attention: people with nut allergies 
If you have a nut allergy, for your safety please assume that any foods or beverages served at Bais 
Abe may contain nuts or have been prepared on equipment that processes nuts. Please feel 
comfortable asking those in charge of food or beverages about their nut content and they will try to 
provide it if possible. 
 
 
 
 
 

Halacha Highlight 
Tefillah BôTzibur (Davening with a Minyan) 

           Bais Abe had a Sunday brunch in honor of those who have been instrumental in the growth of 
our daily morning minyan. One halacha discussed was the halacha of tefillah bôtzibur.  The term 
tefillah, prayer, as used here, refers specifically to the Shmoneh Esrei, and the halachik meaning of 
tefillah bôtzibur (public prayer) is to say the Shmoneh Esrei with a minyan. If a late-comer gets to shul 
before Kriyat Shema, he can skip most of the earlier prayers and catch up, but what if he gets there 
even later than that?   

You might think a possible solution is to listen to the chazzan when he repeats the Shmoneh 
Esrei, but that doesnôt quite work. The Rambam (Maimonidies) in Hilkhot Tefilla, 8:9 states, ñWhen a 
person listens to the chazzan repeat the Shmoneh Esrei and answers ñamenò after each blessing it 
is as if he said it by himself, but this is only true if he does not know how to say it himself; if he does 
know, he can only fulfill the obligation by saying it himself.ò  So, itôs a good idea to come to morning 
minyan, and not to come too late.     

    Jack Shapiro 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Bais Abraham Learning-at-a-Glance 

All classes are free and open to the public, require no registration or pre-requisites, and there is no 
obligation to attend every week. 

 
 
 

St. Louis Jewish Community News 
 
TOMCHEI SHABBOS: PURIM MISHLOACH MONOT CARDS NOW AVAILABLE!  
Festive Barbara Mendelson Tomchei Shabbos Purim cards are for sale!  
Commemorate the mitzvah of mishloach manot while supporting our Tomchei Shabbos families.  
Cards are 6 for $18, or 20 for $54. Purim cards may be purchased from:  
TomcheiShabbosSTL@gmail.com, Martha, marthagins@gmail.com, 991-059,  
Tammy, tfriedman33@gmail.com, 226-9777, or Jackie, baubiejackie@gmail.com, 997-6924. 
 
 
 

Class Instructor Time & Place 
Gemara Shiur: 

Yevamot: Concepts 
and Halakhot of 

Conversion 

Rabbi Ben Greenfield Mondays, 6:30 pm at Wash U. (for university 
students) 

Weekly Parsha Class Rabbi Ben Greenfield 
Tuesdays, 11:30 am at Crown Center for Senior 

Living, 8350 Delcrest 

St. Louis in Jewish 
and Torah History 

 
Rabbi Ben Greenfield 

 
Occasional Tuesday evenings, 7:00 p.m. at Bais 

Abe (*starting November 27th) 

Womenôs Torah 
Study 

Maharat Rori Picker 
Neiss 

Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. at the home of Leslie 
Litwack 

Café Iyun 
Kalanit Chappell & Ruth 

Schachter 
Select Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. at Bais Abe or 

Gokul 

 
Midrash & Merlot 

 

Rabbi Ben Greenfield Thursday evenings, 7:00 p.m. at Bais Abe 

Deepen Your 
Davening 

Rabbi Ben Greenfield Each Shabbat during Musaf 

Hinenu Shabbat 
Study Group 

Stuart Klamen 
Each Shabbat, 1 hour before the printed mincha 

time 

The Kuzari by Rabbi 
Yehudah HaLevi 

Stewart Shilcrat 

Sunday mornings after Minyan (approx. 9:15 
am); learning is being done for the zechus of the 

Neshamah of Michah Avroham ben Pesha 
vôShmuel, Micah Abraham Lemerman Shilcrat. 

Shalhevet Kollel 
Maharat Rori Picker 

Neiss/Rabbi Ben 
Greenfield 

Sundays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at Bais Abe 



 

 

 

 ñPieces of Our Communityò Event ï Thursday, February 21st 
Jewish Womenôs Philanthropy invites you to an inspiring evening on Thursday, February 21st at 7 pm 
at Hilton Frontenac Hotel. 29 local Jewish womenôs organizations will be featured and celebrated; 
join the ladies of Bais Abe there! Enjoy food from local kosher caterers and be inspired by Ruchi 
Koval will speak on ñFinding Your Niche. $36 includes valet parking. RSVP to Katie Sheldon at 314-
442-3751 or https://www.jfedstl.org/events/community/. 
 
Community Wine Tasting Fundraiser ï Sunday, March 3rd 
Join us for a wine pre-sale event where you can taste over 100 wines from all over the world and 
prepare for Passover! A portion of your wine purchase goes directly to Bais Abe. Admission is free 
(21+ with ID), and PJ Library will have childrenôs activities during the wine tasting. There will also be 
food from various local establishments for sale. The event will be at the Federation on Sunday, 
March 3 from 1:00pm-4:00 pm. This is a kosher event presented by Royal Wine Corp., Israel Wine 
Producers Association, in affiliation with the Jewish Federation. Contact the Bais Abe office for more 
information. 
 
St. Louis Kollel Presents Benny Friedman! 
The entire community is invited to attend this yearôs family-friendly Kollel signature event ñJewish 
Unity Liveò featuring a live performance by Jewish singing sensation Benny Friedman, Sunday, 
March 3rd at the beautiful Haertter Performing Arts Center at John Burroughs School, 9243 Clayton 
Road. Doors open at 6:30pm and program begins at 7pm. A lavish dessert reception presented by 
Jon Rubin Catering will follow. For reservations and more information, call 314 726-6047 or email 
office@stlkollel.com. Tickets are $18 per person with a family maximum of $100. To purchase tickets 
securely on line http://weblink.donorperfect.com/JUL_19 
 
J-Givable 
Bais Abe is proud to participate in J-Givable and thanks the community for their support. J-Givable is 
an exciting new giving platform in the St. Louis Jewish community, spearheaded by our local Jewish 
Federation of St. Louis. All it takes is a quick enrollment on www.givable.org/j and then youôre all 
set to give to more than 50 local Jewish projects happening right here in St. Louis. Donate a dollar 
each time you click and make a positive impact on your Jewish community. The difference we make 
is exponentially better when we give together as a community. 
  
 
 

Shmooze Classifieds 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wise Accounting Group, LLC  
Certifie d Public Accountants  

11710 Administration Drive, Suite 1B  
St. Louis, MO 63146 

Phone: (314)569.0301 Fax: (314)872-7717 

 
We are a full service accounting firm providing taxation,  

tax resolution, financial reporting, and management 
advisory services, includin g  

estate planning and real estate consulting services.  

 

Richard M. Wise, CPA, JD 

rwise@wise-assoc.com 

https://www.jfedstl.org/events/community/
http://www.givable.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Submit articles and announcements for publication by Thursday morning to shmooze@baisabe.com.  Advertise in the 

�6�K�P�R�R�]�H���&�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�Q���%�D�L�V���$�E�U�D�K�D�P�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���I�R�U���W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N�V���I�R�U��������������For further news and general 

information about our shul please check out our website at www.baisabe.com. The Shmooze© is a community 

publication of Bais Abraham Congregation, 6910 Delmar Blvd., St. Louis, Missouri, 63130. 

Ben Greenfield, Rabbi. 
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