
Hebrew Ins t i tu te  o f  R iverda le   

Steven Exler, Senior Rabbi: 
ravsteven@thebayit.org/ x108 
Sara Hurwitz, Rabba: 
rabbasara@thebayit.org/ x107 
Ari Hart, Associate Rabbi: 
ravari@thebayit.org/ x124 
Anat Sharbat, Assistant Rabba: 
rabbaanat@thebayit.org/ x106 
Avi Weiss, Rabbi in Residence: 
ravavi@thebayit.org/ x102 
Richard Langer, Executive Director: 
richard@thebayit.org/ x104 
Menachem Menchel, Director of 
Education & Youth Programming: 
menachem@thebayit.org/ x119 
Bryan Cordova, Facilities Manager: 
bryan@thebayit.org/ x121 
David Fain, Assistant Youth Director: 
david@thebayit.org 
Ariel Meiri, Synagogue Administrator: 
ariel@thebayit.org/ x101 
Phyllis Newsome, Bookkeeper: 
phyllis@thebayit.org/ x103 
Yael Oshinsky, Program Associate: 

yael@thebayit.org/ x116 
Shuli Boxer Rieser, Assistant to Rõ Weiss: 
shuli@thebayit.org/ x102 

Kiddush:  
 

Kiddush is sponsored by Toby & Rav Avi 

Weiss in honor of Dov & Shayndiõs 

upcoming wedding. 

Bayit BULLETIN  
3700  Henry  Hudson  Parkway,  Bronx,  NY  10463 

May 27 - June 3, 2016 

19 - 26 Iyar, 5776 

www.thebayit.org                                                                                                           718-796-4730 

Mazal Tov To:  Rav Avi & Toby Weiss on the marriage of Dov Weiss and Shayndi Raice.  Please 

join the family for kiddush after services. 
 

Rav Steven Exler on being featured in The Jewish Weekõs 36 Under 36 2016 list.  To see the list visit 

www.thejewishweek.com/36u36/grid/2016. 
 

Rabbi Moshe Edelman on the Bat Mitzvah of his granddaughter Galya Yonit Cohen, daughter of Nava 

& Adam Cohen. 
 

Condolences To:  Pola Wax on the loss of her mother, Ruth Rosenstein.  Shiva will be observed at 

4685 Independence Ave. until Tuesday, May 31st. 
 

Welcome New Members:  Tally & Jake Palefski  

42ND ANNUAL JOURNAL DINNER 
Join us on Sunday, June 19th at 5:30pm as we honor: 

 

Deborah Braverman & Hillel Grossman 
Guests of Honor 
 

Ken Perry 
Community Service Award 
 

Anat Barber & Avi Bloom 
Young Leadership Award 

 

 

Reserve today at www.thebayit.org/dinner. 

This Shabbat:  

Parshat Behar  

¶ Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat: 7:00pm 

¶ Candle Lighting: 8:00pm 

¶ Shalom Bayit: 7:00am  

¶ Shacharit Main Tefillah: 8:30am 

¶ Sof Zman Kriat Shema: 9:10am 

¶ Learning Service: 9:30am (3-7) 

¶ Listening Room: 6:30pm 

¶ Parsha Shiur: 7:00pm 

¶ Mincha (Main/Sephardic): 7:45pm 

¶ Maariv/Shabbat Ends: 9:04pm 

Next Shabbat:  

Parshat Bechukotai  

¶ Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat: 7:00pm 

¶ Candle Lighting: 8:05pm 

¶ Shacharit Main Tefillah: 8:30am  

¶ Mincha (Main/Sephardic): 7:50pm 

¶ Maariv/Shabbat Ends: 9:09pm 

Weekday Times  

¶ Shacharit: Sun: 8:30am 

             Mon (Memorial Day): 8:30am 

      Tue/Wed/Fri: 6:45, 8:00am 

 Thur: 6:40, 8:00am 

¶ Mincha/Maariv: Sun - Thur: 8:05pm 

FINAL CALL TO BE LISTED IN OUR  

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE - YIZKOR BOOK 2016/2017  
Forms are available in the flyer boxes in the lobby and online at www.thebayit.org/bor. 

 

Please fill out the form and return it with an optional contribution to the shul 

office by Tuesday, May 31st .  (FINAL DEADLINE)  
 

You must submit this form each year in order to have a listing in the book.    

This Shabbat @ The Bayit  

 

Tot Shabbat:  This Shabbat in the Lower Level Beit Midrash 

Womenõs Tefillah: 8:00am (Left Hand Social Hall). NOTE SPECIAL TIME & LOCATION  

Seudah Shlishit : ñStumbling Blocks in the Subway? A Look at Alcohol Advertising, Kids and Public Transitõõ 

In partnership with the Healthy Communities Initiative and Building Alcohol Ad Free Transit 

 Shavuot @ the Bayit:  June 11 -13 
 

SHAVUOT SCHOLAR -IN -RESIDENCE RABBI SAUL BERMAN:  

To learn about youth and teen programming see page 3.  

For a schedule of Shavuot Learning  see page 4.   

Next Shabbat @ The Bayit   

Riverdale Unity Event with Parents of Gil -ad Shaer z"l - June 4th 
Join the Bayit and neighboring synagogues and institutions at a Community-wide Unity 

Day Program on June 4th, 6pm, at CSAIR (475 W 250th St.).  The program will feature 

a special presentation by Bat Galim & Ophir Shaer, parents of Gil-ad Shaer zól, 

followed by a community conversation on Jewish Unity.  This program is part of a 

weekend series of Unity Day programs taking place across the New York area, 

and is funded by UJA-Federation of New York.  Flyers available in Main Lobby. 

Farewell Tribute to Menachem Menchel,  

Director of Education & Youth Programming  
 

Seuda Shlishit - Shabbat, June 18th at 5:30pm 
 

To register, visit www.thebayit.org/shlishi. 

This Sunday @ The Bayit  
Please Note:  Mincha this Sunday, May 29, will take place in the 2nd Floor Beit Midrash. 
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THE BAYIT BULLETIN  

Do you know someone who needs any of the following?              

Would you like to volunteer for any of these committees?  
 

Meals For Ill Members:  
Jackie Binstock - 718-543-9135, jacalyn.binstock@gmail.com 
 

Shiva: Beth Braunstein, braunsteinbeth@gmail.com  
 

Bikur Cholim : 
Ruth Licht: 718-796-3491, ruth.licht@outlook.com 

We have many ways to become meaningfully involved.  

Please pick up a flyer, consider becoming a Bikur Cholim Volunteer. 
 

Meals for New Parents : 
Becca Linden:  434-962-7899, beccalinden@gmail.com 
 

Hospitality and Welcome : hirwelcome@gmail.com 
 

Bayit Band : Rav Ari Hart, ravari@thebayit.org 
 

Green Committee:  Alisa Eilenberg and Ann Rauch, green@hir.org  

*Sara Kinberg is an experienced Hebrew teacher. For info and guidance on 
placement, please call Sara at 718-548-2461. Payment made directly to 
the teacher.  

Happenings @ the Bayit  
 

 

Dedicated in Memory of Henry and Goldie Guttman z"l 

Abraham & Sarah's Tent, Sponsored by Joe Guttman  

(co-sponsors welcome): Join us this Shabbat for our open 

communal dinner co-sponsored this week by Chani & Steven 

Laufer.   Also, join us in wishing a Happy Birthday to Joe Guttman.   

To see which Shabbatot are available for sponsorship and to choose 

your week, go to www.thebayit.org/tent, or email James Lapin at 

tent@hir.org. 
 

Learning Service: This Shabbat in Room 3-7:  9:30-11:00am. 

An intimate service with explanations and discussions focusing 

on prayer and the weekly Torah portion led by Rav Ari, 

Rabbinic Intern Bracha Jaffe, and other members of the rabbinic team. 

Questions? Contact Rav Ari: 718-796-4730 x124, ravari@thebayit.org. 

Riverdale Mikvah Hours:  
Sunday - Thursday:  8:30pm - 10:30pm. 

Friday night:  40 minutes after candle lighting. No appointment is 

necessary but please be on time. Mikvah attendant will be there for 15 min.  

Saturday night:  9:30pm - 11:00pm 

Keilim Mikvah:  Open during daylight hours. 
 

For up-to-date information, check out our website at www.RiverdaleMikvah.com. 
 

Mikvah Construction Update  
The renovation of the Riverdale Mikvah is underway.  Please keep in mind that 

construction sites are potentially hazardous and that the safety fences around 

the property are there for our safety and the safety of our children.  Most 

importantly, please ensure that children do not attempt to climb the fences or 

otherwise attempt to access the construction area. 

SOCIAL WORKER @ THE BAYIT:    
Questions about an aging loved one, financial pressures,  

concerns about children? Contact HIR social worker Anna  

Kirshblum for guidance, information, referrals and a sympathetic ear. 

There is no fee and all conversations are strictly confidential.  
 

Anna can be reached on Mon. 8:00am - 7:30pm, Tues. 8:00am - 7:30pm 
and Thurs. 8:00am - 4:00pm at 718-601-9714 or e-mail her at   

akirshblum@jbfcs.org.  (In partnership with UJA & JBFCS). 
 

Jewish Caregivers Support Group:  Share experiences, 

benefit from mutual support and gain practical advice. Group 

meetings are held once a month on Tuesday at the Beatman Center. 

CHESED OPPORTUNITIES  

RIVERDALE FREE LOAN GEMACH: The Gemach of Riverdale is 

a non-profit organization providing interest-free loans to those with cash 

flow challenges, with dignity and respect. For further info contact Rabbi 

Moshe Drelich (917-408-3035, GemachofRiverdale@gmail.com) 
 

DONATE YOUR OLD TALLIT:  Do you have a worn out tallit? 

Were you thinking of just burying it?  Let your old tallit do one last 

mitzvah. Drop it off in the collection box in the Bayit coatroom, and we will 

donate it to the Hebrew Free Burial Association. 

Temporary Art Exhibit in the Main Lobby  
 

Meet our guest artist,  Diana V. Djibirova as we close out 

her exhibit in the Main Lobby. Light refreshments will be 

served.  June 6th, 6:30-8:00pm  
 

To learn more about the artist, 

pick up a flyer from the boxes in the Lobby.  

This Weekõs Classes @ the Bayit 

Joe Hoch z"l Memorial Daf Yomi Shiur with Rabbi Dov Linzer meets 

7:30am - 8:30am Sun. - Fri and Shabbat after Mincha  in Room 3-7. Open and 
accessible to all.  You are invited to join at any time! 

This Shabbat - 2 sessions; 6:50pm, and between Mincha and Maariv  
 

Shabbat 
8:05am - Midrash Hashavua with Rav Steven  

6:30pm - Listening Room with Myra Estelle.  

7:00pm - Parsha Shiur with Rav Steven 

After Mincha - Mila BaõParasha at Beth Aharon. òSinai - ˧˒ˮ˧ˏ˯ó 
 

Weekday Classes  

Monday - Memorial Day  
Rabba Anatõs class not taking place this week. 

Rav Aviõs Class not taking place this week.  

7:30pm  - Advanced Hebrew Ulpan w/ Sara Kinberg* (at the Atria) 
 

Tuesday 
Rav Aviõs Class not taking place this week.  

11:00am - Torah Lishma: Community Learning w/ Rabbi Fox (RHSH) 

7:30pm  - Foundations of Judaism w/ Rav Ari: Jewish History I (Room 3-7) 
 

Wednesday  
Rabba Anatõs class not taking place this week. 

7:30pm  - Intermediate Hebrew Ulpan w/ Sara Kinberg* (Lobby) 
 

Thursday  
Rabba Anatõs class not taking place this week. 

10:00am - Book of Shmuel 2 w/ Rav Steven (Lobby)  

10:30am - Torah Lishma: Community Learning w/ Rabbi Lerea (LLBM) 

11:00am - Torat Eretz Yisrael - Exploring the State of Israel Through 

Torah Perspectives w/ Rav Ari (Lobby) 

11:30am - Torah Lishma: Community Learning w/ Rav Steven (LLBM) 

7:30pm  - Biblical Hebrew and Siddur Study w/ Sara Kinberg* (Lobby) 

General Membership Meeting  
 

The general membership meeting and elections will take place 
 

June 28th at 7:15pm . 
 

The meeting will conclude promptly 

at 8:20pm for Mincha/Ma'ariv. 
 

Agenda:  

¶ State of the Synagogue update. 

¶ Election of Trustees and Officers for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017. 

¶ Review of FY 2016 operating budget results. 

¶ Approval of proposed budget for FY 2017. 
 

For the proposed slate of Trustees and Officers proposed by the 

Nominating Committee, and for a review of our procedure for 

submitting a nomination by petition to the congregation at large, visit 

www.thebayit.org/bulletin. 

Free Spanish Classes at HIR  

Intermediate Spanish classes forming for July 

and the first half of August: 2 days per week, 

2 hours per day.  For further details, please 

email Rhonda Stock at rgstock@earthlink.net. 

mailto:jacalyn.binstock@gmail.com
mailto:braunsteinbeth@gmail.com
mailto:ruth.licht@outlook.com
mailto:beccalinden@gmail.com
mailto:hirwelcome@gmail.com
mailto:ravari@thebayit.org
mailto:green@hir.org
http://www.thebayit.org/tent
mailto:tent@hir.org
mailto:ravari@thebayit.org
http://www.RiverdaleMikvah.com
mailto:akirshblum@jbfcs.org
mailto:gemachofriverdale@gmail.com
http://www.thebayit.org/bulletin
mailto:rgstock@earthlink.net


POTS Teens Chesed Opportunity  
Attention Riverdale Teens! Volunteers needed at a 

local community dining room one Sunday a month. 
We leave from HIR at 11:40am and 

return at approximately 4:00pm. Contact Samantha 
Verrone: sverrone18@gmail.com. 

Date: 6/5  

THE BAYIT BULLETIN 

Calling all Riverdale kids! The Bayit is the place to be!  
Be a part of it! Please register your child and become a youth member today!  

For assistance, please contact:  
 

Menachem Menchel , Director of Programming & Youth Education  
Office - 718-796-4730 ext. 119, Cell - 516-233-8285, menachem@thebayit.org 

 

David Fain , Assistant Youth Director  
 david@thebayit.org 

 

 

 

Donuts and Drash:  Room 3 -7: 9:00am - 9:30am - Ages 6+:  
Enjoy a donut and learn this weekõs parsha with David Fain 

 

Shabbat Morning Groups : 
3rd Floor Youth Wing: 9:40 -11:40pm  

Room 3-4: Nursery  
Room 3-5: Pre-K 

Room 3-6: Kindergarden 

Room 3-7: Parsha Play 

LLBM: Tot Shabbat 

Room 3-1: Grades 3-6 

Room 3-2: Grades 3-6 

Room 3-2: Girls Grades 3-5 

Room 3-3: Grades 1-2  

SHABBAT MORNING GROUPS SNACKS 2015-2016 
 

Have you sponsored snacks for Shabbat morning groups yet? Please see 
sponsorship options on the right. Please help us reach our goal of 100% 

participation. To sponsor go to www.thebayit.org/youthsponsor !  

$100 ð sponsor all snacks 
 

$150 ð sponsor all snacks 
+ birthday party  

$36 - Tot Shabbat  
 

$36 -  Nursery-K 
 

$36 - Grades 1-6 

Snacks Sponsorship 

&!-),9 "%)4 -)$2!3( - 7)4( $!6)$ &!). 
3ÈÁÂÂÁÔ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎÓȡ ΨÎÄ &ÌÏÏÒ "ÅÉÔ -ÉÄÒÁÓÈ 
-ÁÙ  ΨήÔÈ 3ÅÓÓÉÏÎȡ ΫȡΩΦ-άȡΩΦÐÍȡ  
*ÕÎÅ ΪÔÈ 3ÅÓÓÉÏÎȡ ΪȡΩΦ-ΫȡΩΦÐÍ  

 

#ÏÍÅ ÌÅÁÒÎ 0ÉÒËÅÉ !ÖÏÔ ×ÉÔÈ $ÁÖÉÄ &ÁÉÎ 
ÏÒ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÅØÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÏÏÓÉÎÇȢ 
3ÎÁÃËÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄȢ  

SHAVUOT - JUNE 11-13 
 

Youth  
¶ June 11th (Shabbat): 5:00 - 6:30pm  
- Children and families are invited to join Rav Steven, Menachem, and David for our 

Annual Torah Celebration and Siyum.  Featuring: Questions and trivia, fruit platters, 

cheese & crackers, pastries, vegetables, and candy! 
 

¶ June 12th (Shavuot Day 1): No Groups 
 

¶ June 13th (Shavuot Day 2)  

- Annual Youth Cheesecake Baking at groups (9:40am - 12:00pm) 

- Annual Cheesecake Decorating with Story, Snacks, and Free Play (4:30 - 6:00pm) 
 

Pre-Teens (Grades 4 -6) 
¶ June 11th (Shavuot 1st night): NEW THIS YEAR : 

- Youth program for ages 8 -12. From 10pm-12am. 

 10:00pm: Session 1 with fruit and chocolate fondue 

 10:45pm: Sushi and soft drinks in the teen lounge 

 11:00pm: Session 2 

 11:45pm: Dessert! Ice Cream Sundaes 
 

Teens (Grades 7 -12) 
¶ June 11th (Shavuot 1st night):  
 9:30pm: Sushi Dinner 

All night learning with sessions, soft drinks, ice cream bar, candy, and teen lounge.   

 10:15 PM - Teens' Panel: "Why Be Jewish?" 

 11:30 PM - Annual Closed-Door, Open Forum with Rav Steven (teens-only) 

 12:30 AM - Manifesto Exercise on "What It Means To Be Part of the 

      American Jewish Community" 

 1:30 AM - Snacks 

 2:00 AM - Learning Megillat Ruth Through Text, Play, and Theater  

 

Learn more at www.thebayit.org/shavuot . 

Farewell Tribute to Menachem Menchel,  

Director of Education & Youth Programming 
 

Seuda Shlishit   
 

Shabbat, June 18 

5:30pm 
 

Please note: In order to 

maintain an atmosphere in 

which every voice can be 

heard, we advise that this 

program is appropriate for 

children ages 8 & up.  
 

A memory book is being compiled for 
Menachem with notes of thanks and 

appreciation. Handwritten notes are 

encouraged, and children's works should 

be included. 
 

Register and submit your notes online 

at www.thebayit.org/shlishi . 
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THE BAYIT BULLETIN 
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New: Moss Cafe is now participating in the HIR Scrip program and is offering the Bayit a 10% rebate on the gift cards. 

THE BAYIT  
The Hebrew Institute of Riverdale ð The Bayit ð is an open Orthodox synagogue serving the entire Jewish community by warmly embracing all 

Jews, regardless of affiliation, commitment, orientation or background. It is affectionately known as the "Bayit," which is a home ð a place of love 

and welcome. We are known nationally for bringing spirituality into the synagogue; activism on behalf of the oppressed; youth and teen 

engagement; learning programs; and work on behalf of the elderly, the homebound, and those with developmental and physical challenges.  

If these words resonate with you, if our Bayit has touched your life, then please join our growing membership. 

YCT Chag HaSemikha  
 

Yeshivat Chovevei Torah Rabbinical School invites you to its 

annual Chag HaSemikha on Wednesday, June 8 .  Join us this 

year as we celebrate our 13th graduating class at The Hebrew 

Institute of Riverdale.  Reception will begin at 6:00pm and the 

ceremony will follow promptly at 7:30pm.  

For more information or to RSVP 

visit www.yctorah.org or contact 

abatalion@yctorah.org.  

Shavuot Schedule: Scholar -in-Residence 

Rabbi Saul Berman  
 

Erev Shavuot, Shabbat Morning,  June 11 

¶ 8:30am - Shacharit 

¶ During Services - Shabbat Morning Drasha 

      "On Being Shomer Mitzvot" with Rabbi Berman. 

¶ Between Mincha/Maariv - òThe Curious Customs on the 

Morning of Shavuotó with Rabbinic Intern Bracha Jaffe  
 

Shavuot Night,  Motzei Shabbat, June 11 -12  

¶ 9:10pm - Candle Lighting After This Time 

¶ 9:13pm - Maariv 

¶ 10:45pm - 12:15am - Beth Aharon Tikkun Leil Shavuot  

¶ 11:15pm - 12:10am - "Opening Learning: Teachings of 

the Netivot Shalom - Around the Tisch with Dr. Elli Kranzler"  

¶ 12:15am -1:15am: "The Immigrant Crisis: A Biblical 

       Perspective" with Rabbi Berman 

¶ 1:20am - To be announced 

¶ 2:00am - òAshrekha Yisrael: Rabbinic Code Words for Purity 

and Holinessó with Rabbinic Intern Dan Margulies  

¶ 2:40 - òWhat Is a Mitzvah? Bahya Ibn Pakuda's Radical 

¶ Reframing of Jewish Practiceó with Elliot Rabin  

¶ 3:20 - òWalk This Way: Derech + Eretz = ?ó with Rabbinic 

Intern Bracha Jaffe  

¶ 4:00 - òIs Work a 4 Letter Word?ó with Rabbinic Intern 

Garth Silberstein  

¶ 5:00am - Shacharit 
 

Shavuot Day 1, Sunday,  June 12 

¶ 8:30am - Shacharit 

¶ During Services - Drasha with Rabba Anat 

¶ 6:40pm - 7:40pm - "On Hearing God's Answers In Our 

      Prayers" with Rabbi Berman  

¶ 7:40pm - Mincha 

¶ Between Mincha and Maariv - òThe Mitzva to Remember 

Har Sinaió with Rabbinic Intern Dan Margulies  

¶ 8:40pm - Maariv 

¶ 9:10pm - Candle Lighting After This Time 
 

Shavuot Day 2,  Monday, June 13 

¶ 7:00am - Tefillat Shalom Bayit 

¶ 8:30am - Shacharit with Megillat Ruth (Male Readers) 

¶ 10:30am (approx): Yizkor 

¶ After Musaf - Megillat Ruth (Male & Female Readers) 

¶ 6:45pm - 8:00pm - "Armchair Conversation: Reflections on The 

Promise and Challenges of Modern Orthodoxy Today" with 

Rabbi Berman 

¶ 8:05pm - Mincha 

¶ 8:15pm-9:05pm: Graduation/Siyum Program with words 

from our graduates. Visit www.thebayit.org/graduation. 

Yeshivat Maharat Graduation  
 

Please join Yeshivat Maharatõs Semikha Recipients in 

celebrating their Ordination as Clergy: Hadas (Dasi) Fruchter, 

Alissa Thomas-Newborn, and Ramie Smith. 
 

While there is no charge for attendance, reservations are 

required.  Please consider acknowledging the outstanding 

achievements of our graduates and the innovative work of 

Yeshivat Maharat in our Tribute Scroll. 
 

Please visit www.yeshivatmaharat.org or email 

yaelkeller@yeshivatmaharat.org with questions, to RSVP or 

contribute to our Tribute Scroll. 
 

Graduation will be Thursday, June 2, 2016 /25 Iyyar, 5776 . 

The reception begins at 6:30pm, ceremony at 7:00pm at 

the Ramaz Middle School,125 E. 85th St. New York, NY 10028  

The HIR Office will be closed  

Monday, May 30th in observance of Memorial Day.   

CSS Update  
You've seen the CSS security team in front of the Bayit 

securing and deterring.  Many of you have told us "Thank You" 

as you enter and leave the Bayit.  The best way to say thank 

you is to join the team. 
 

We are recruiting now for a new Level 1 (L1) course coming 

up Sunday mornings  June 26th and July 10th, from 9:30 am to 

1 pm in Riverdale.  If you are interested please send an email 

to: hir@thecss.org with your name and contact information. 

Information concerning the required application process and 

interview will be sent to you in response to your email. 
 

Share the effort and share the benefit.  

This is OUR Bayit.  
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