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Letter 1 

 

Feb 2nd 1870 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Grinnell 

I arrived here Sunday accompanied by Joe + Hannah,+ little Sylvia after our visit to Pittsburgh, 

Pa. + Steubenville,O. where I had large audiences at my lectures. 

Since arriving here have called on many of the distinguished men of our country + been kindly – 

indeed, warmly received.  

This afternoon I + the Esquimaux family called, in accordance to previous arrangement, on the 

President at the White House who seemed quite interested in all of us + in what we had done in 

the Artic Regions during our voyages + travels there. 

One befitting point of the President’s + my conversation was Henry Grinnell’s long and deep 

devotion to the subject of search for more + more intelligence relative to the  
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fate of the Franklin Expedition + Grinnell’s devotion to making Artic Discoveries. 

I was quite surprised to find him so well posted in Artic matters. 

President Grant wrote especially his autograph for “Sylvia” + gave it to her. 

So far as I now know, my prospects are fair for my North Pole Expedition. This month will settle 

the point whether I am to get Congressional aid or not. 

I am working hard to have the merits of my case appreciated. Of course, as you well know, it 

takes time to make even a fair beginning. 

A good deal is said about my giving a lecture here. It is quite likely in course of a week or so I 

shall give one lecture if not more. 

I wish you would let some one of your men send me that package of printing plates (or cuts as 

they are more frequently called) which you received at your office from Cap. Budington  just 

before I left N.Y. – Those cuts are heavy metal plates having the Esquimaux on them. I wish to 

use them in the Hand Bills for the Expected Lecture referred to. 

Please let all my letters there be enclosed in the same package + let the same be sent by express 

to me thus: -  

Capt. C. F. HALL 

Com Gen. J. Jones 

No. 485 11th St 

Washington, D.C. 

Enclosed find newspaper clips Feb 3rd/70 
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A.M. Feb. 3d. Last eve  we attend by invitation the “Indiana Republican Club, Sociable. + the 

same would have a short speech from me which of course they got. After this the “merrie” dance 

began in which both “Joe” + “Hannah” were induced to take a part. Joe’s 1st partner was the 

prettiest lady in Washington, as it is said Little “Sylvia” was, as she always is, the great point of 

attraction. 

Joe + Hannah send love to you and Mrs. G. 

Yours 

CFHall 

Address letters for 2 weeks or so to me here, 

Com. Gen. J. Jones 

485 11th St 

Washington, D.C. 
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Letter 2 

Washington D.C. 

Feb 13: 1870 ??? 

Henry Grinnell 

45 William St 

N.Y. 

Dear Sir 

Your letter of Sat. the 11th + all letters of mine ??? them have been received duly. A great relief 

it is to my anxious soul that you are in receipt of that one hundred dollars. 

Yesterday I received a telegram from Dr. Walker at San Francisco. The engagement is made. Dr, 

Walker is to be go on the North Polar Expedition as Surgeon-Naturalist to be ordered here at 

once by Government, his transportation, at Government Expense -  or rather, more specifically, 

at the Expense of the War Depart-ment- ; + when he arrives here he is to report to me, then his 

salary is to commence + to be paid out of the $50,000 fund. The last proposition Dr. Walker 

made to me ($150. per month) I accepted after free consultation with Prof. Henry + Prof. Baird 

of the Smithsonian - + with the Secy. of the Navy - Secy. of War, Genl. Sherman + the Surgeon 

Genl.  Had Dr. Walker been a commissioned officer - regular Surgeon – of the Army, I could 

easily have got him detailed to join the Polar Expedition - the War Dept. continuing to pay his 

salary. But as her is simply a Contract Surgeon nothing better could I get done then what I have 

indicated. 

I wish we could hear something favorable from your son 
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Walton. I am quite sure I could get Congress to reinstate Walton in the Navy at once.  The 

President, the Secretary of the Navy, Grnl. Sherman + Admiral Porter would without a shadow 

of a doubt recommend the action I have refer to about Congress. The Representatives + Senators 

would delight, for your sake, to pay their honors upon your noble son, thus dedicating him to the 

Cause of Polar Exploration + Discoveries. 

I wish to get you if you possibly can, to go over + see the plans Mr. Delano[?] will have ready on 

Thursday morning, of the Polar vessel now being fitted up here in Washington. I by appointment 

made here last week with Mr. D. was to meet him in Brooklyn on Thursday morning but really I 

have got to spend the week here to look after an Arctic Section in the Naval Bill which on Friday 

last passed the House all right. When through the Senate then everything doubly right. I do hope 

you will by + by meet there A.A. Sargent. He has an Arctic soul truly, or he never could have 

done what he has for the Polar Expedition now under great headway in way of preparation. Over 

one hundred men are at work on the vessel. The work being done is of the most substantial 

character. Nothing will be spared in having everything just as it should be. Yours ever  C.F.Hall 

 

END OF LETTER 

 

 

Letter 3 

 

Newpaper Clipping  

National Republican 

Washington City, D.C. 

Monday Morning March 7, 1870 

Arctic Explorations – Captain C. F. Hall’s Lecture – Captain C. F. Hall lectured on Saturday 

night at Lincoln Hall on Arctic Explorations. The audience was not only large, but one of the 

most distinguished ever assembled in this city, among whom were President Grant, Vice 

President Colfax, who presided Chief Justice Chase, Secretary Cox, Senator Sumner, and many 

other gentlemen distinguished in politics, literature, science, &c. 

In introducing the speaker, Vice President Colfax made a few eloquent introductory remarks in 

relation to Artic expeditions and the heroic devotion of the men who had projected and engaged 

in the explorations. Captain Hall entertained his audience for two hours, the lecture commencing 

at eight o’clock. He began by saying that he did not aspire to be considered a lecturer, but that he 

would be perfectly at home in a sledge expedition to the Arctic regions. It did not require this 

announcement, however, to prove the fact, but the lecture was nevertheless exceedingly 

interesting. His style is conversational, and he talks as his recollections present themselves to his 

mind. His accounts of his own explorations are therefore not given in a connected form, but the 

facts which he relates, and especially his descriptions of the mode of living among the 

Esquimaux, possess ample interest to hold the attention of an audience. 



Captain Hall first recited the history of Arctic explorations from the earliest period down to that 

of Sir John Franklin. Then he dwelt at length upon the latter, detailing some most interesting 

facts and circumstances. He gave an entertaining account of his travels, explorations, and 

experience in the regions of eternal snow and ice, and illustrated all his movements by repeated 

reference to large charts, which were exposed upon the stage in full view of the audience. He 

also brought upon the stage three native Esquimaux, man, woman, and child, who had 

accompanied him in all his travels. The lecturer fully explained the mode of life in the Polar 

regions, and demonstrated that he who would live comfortably and enjoy good health within the 

Polar circle must live as do the Esquimaux, eating raw whaleskin and blubber, or eating raw 

meat and sipping train oil for coffee. The lecturer said he had never eaten anything in temperate 

regions with the same relish that he partook of those Polar dainties – dainties of which people 

there attest their appreciation by consuming at the rate of fifteen pounds a day. 

Captain Hall said that his first two visits had been for the purpose of discovering traces of Sir 

John Franklin’s expedition. He would start again shortly for the purpose of prosecuting 

discoveries toward the North Pole. With the experience of other men to guide him, and the 

knowledge he had obtained from eight years’ residence in that region, he was convinced that he 

could penetrate to the North Pole, and that he would there find land and fine whaling grounds in 

the undiscovered seas. He applies to the Government for assistance to the amount of $100,000 

and undertakes to say that within three years, or at the most five, he will plant the American flag 

at the North Pole. He thinks there is land there and people living there. The Exquimaux think so, 

and he believes they know. No one has yet found any northern limit to Greenland, and it 

probably extends beyond th pole, in which care the latter can be reached by means of dog sleds. 
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No. 60 8=13th St. 

Washington D.C. 

Mar: 3d: 1870 

Dear Sir, 

Shall probably remain here in Washington for two weeks or more. As I shall need more funds 

than I have, Joe + Hannah have given me order on you for one Hundred ($100.) which amount 

you will please send me by draft payable to me me same House here in Washington. 

Enclosed is clip from one of the Morning papers + a Hand Bill of Charity Lecture Saturday Eve. 

Yours CF Hall 

Henry Grinnell Esq 

New York 

P.S. It is now just noon + your letter of yesterday (2d Mon) just in hand. Please send it in 3 or 4 

days to some Senator or Representative in Congress from your State. Yours, H 

Thanks for your letter  

Please address your letters thus Capt. C F Hall 



608 = 13th St. 

Bet.  F + G. 

Washington, D.C. 

Mr. + Mrs. Grinnell – Your son Walton I would delight to have with me + he could have the 

position 2d in Command. Hall 
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Letter 4 

 

608=13th St 

Washington D.C. 

Mar: 8th: 1870 

 

My Dear Mr. Grinnell,  

Your letter of the 4th Inst. covering a check of $100. received the next morning – that is AM of 

5th + your last letter dated 7th read this morning. “Lincoln Hall” was crowded last Saturday 

night + from the Congratulations I have received on every hand, I begin to feel possibly the 

humble writer did succeed better than he dared to hope when addressing so distinguished + 

intelligent audience as was there assembled. 

When I expressed my wish that the $100.000 I was about to ask for from Congress by which to 

fit out an Arctic Exploring  

 

VIIIh P.M. Mr. Stevenson has introduced the joint Resolution in the House this afternoon, + it 

has been referred to the Appropriation Committee which is the right one. 
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should be placed into the hands of the President for disbursement the house came down with 

great good Cheers. The President who was directly in front of me + close by, seemed deeply 

interested, as indeed did all present, in what I said.  

I have been requested by many to repeat my lecture but I have other business far more important 

+congenial[?] to attend to. 

Suppose the matter is favorably decided about the last of the month or 1st of next, in granting me 

Congressional aid, how can Walton get to the States in Season to go with me in My North Pole 

Expedition?  

How delighted are Joe, Hannah, + myself in the idea of having your noble, dear son along with 

us. 
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I send 3 slips of “National Republican” thinking you might wish to send them to some friends in 

England. 

The “Memorials” are now + then coming in + are presented by the Representatives of the State + 

districts from where the Petitions come. 

Mr. Stevenson (Job E. Stevenson) from Cincinnati, O. will probably introduce a joint Resolution 

in the House to day relative to the appropriation I desire. So far, every thing favorable – Hon. 

Henry L. Dawes from Mass, Chairman of the Appropriation Committee in the House, is really 

very warm on the subject because he is a very intelligent gentleman + looks at things in their true 

light feeling that an investment of government funds to the amount of what is desired in this 

Arctic Exp. Will probably be returned by great additions to our knowledge of the north – science 

promoted + new + extensive whaling seas discovered. 

Yours ever  

C F Hall 

Hannah has been quite sick for near a week - having taken a severe cold. She + Joe send love to 

you + family. Little “Sylvia” is quite well. CFH 
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Letter 5 

 

608 = 13th St 

Washington. D. C. 

Mar 9th: 1870 

Dear Mr. Grinnell –  

By the enclosed proceedings you will perceive that one good step has been taken by Hon. Job E. 

Stevenson of Cincinnati, Ohio. toward my proposed Arctic Expedition. 

You will see by the “Globe” that Mr. Jenckes yielded the floor for Mr. Stevenson + then the 

House by unanimous consent allow him (Mr. S) to introduce the joint resolution relative to the 

voyage to the Arctic region etc. 

The very next resolution (by Mr. Cox) concerning the Navy, as you see, was objected to. All in 

all, there is no reason for me to be discouraged. 
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Taking into consideration that it was not Monday, + that it took unanimous consent to introduce 

the resolution as he did, Mr. Stevenson certainly done very well indeed. The lovers of Arctic 

Exploration have cause to thank him as well as the rest of the House. 

Are you, Mt. Grinnell, acquainted in any way with Mr. Kelly – Hon. William D. Kelly of 

Philadelphia, a member (Rep.) of the present Congress? 



Whether you are or not, I wish you would write me a letter of introduction to him. If you are not 

acquainted personally with him, he + every other Congressman – indeed every one in the 

civilized world – well knows Henry Grinnell. 

Please write this letter soon as you conveniently can.  

By having an interview with Mr. K. + placing (see conclusion opposite here) 
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before him the full merits of the proposed Arctic Expedition, as well as demonstrating what I 

have actually accomplished on my two previous Expeditions, may, + probably will make a 

strong friend to the cause, while otherwise he might occupy the position of an opponent. (Let this 

be considered Confidential) – but please send me the proper letter that I desire. 

Yours 

C F Hall 

 

END OF LETTER 

 

Letter 6 

 

608=13th St. 

Washington D.C. 

Mon: 15: 1870 

Henry Grinnell 

Dear Sir 

This will be handed to you by Genl. T. T. Crittenden who is a particular friend having been very 

attentive to me all the while I have been in Washington promoting in every way he possibly 

could the enterprise to which I am so particularly devoted. He will tell you the particulars 

relative to the prospects of getting the appropriation from Congress that I have asked for. I was 

introduced to day to Hon. James Brooks[?] to whom you sent that memorial. He said that he had 

given it over to the 
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Committee on Commerce. I was also introduced to Senator Wilson who expressed warm feeling 

toward my enterprise.  

Yours respectfully 

C F Hall 
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Letter 7 

 

608 = 13th St 

Washington, D. C. 

Mar: 15: 1870 

 

Dear Sir,  

 

Your kind response letter was duly read. 

Enclosed please find copy of the “Joint Resolution” which Hon. Mr. Stevenson of Ohio 

introduced into the House by 1st having unanimous consent on the 8th last. 

Up to the present time, everything is of the most favorable character. 

If the Resolution is favorably considered by the Appropriation Committee, who really have it 

now in charge, it is said that it will most likely be passed by the House without any trouble. 

Ohio + Massachusetts through their Governors + other high officials have spoken in behalf of 

my 
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proposed expedition in way of Memorials (See N.Y. Tribune, Mar. 14th, last column of 1st page) 

Yesterday for the 1st time I had an interview with the Secretary of the Interior, J. D. Cox. I was 

delighted with the warm reception he gave me. He is a very strong friend to the Arctic 

Enterprise. Indeed, I am most kindly received by all here in Washington. It is thought by almost 

every one that the Resolution referred to, copy of which I send you, will become a Statute. 

Hon. Mr. Brooks to whom you sent the Memorial, left from N.Y. last week. He is expected back 

this week. I heard yesterday that a prominent Democrat (one of the leaders) of the House had 

said to a friend to the present Arctic Enterprise, that the Democrats were all going in favor of it 

by voting for the aforesaid Resolution. 
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This then when in conversation with my previous interviews with those of both parties shows 

that Republicans and Democrats can join hands in one cause, at least – in that of an Expedition 

for Arctic discovery + science. 

I know no party, of course, in my profession + work, but really, it is delightful to see all hearts 

merge in this cause I am engaged in. 

I suppose the “Amer. Geo. + Stat: Soc: of New York” will soon have a meeting + will then take 

action on this new Expedition. 

Yours C F Hall 

Please tell me how long time it would take to send word to Walton + get answer? Of course you 

will write him about what is going on. 



I perceive by morning papers that Mr. Brooks is back from N.Y. – he was in the House 

yesterday. Will see him Friday. 

 

END OF LETTER 

 

 

Letter 8 

 

Monday Eve 7h1/2 PM 

May 16:1870 

Anderson House 

Cor. A + 2d St 

Washington, D. C. 

 

Dear Grinnell 

I arrived here early Friday morning having left you in N.Y. Thursday Eve. On Friday the Senate 

worked hard but did not quite get to that Arctic Amendment. 

To-day another matter than that of the regular order of business kept Senators talking so that I 

am still kept waiting + working. 

I am quite confident that the Senate will act favorably on what I have so long labored. This of 

course  
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will be encouraging. 

Will you please see or write a note to Mr. Delano[?] of the Brooklyn Navy Yard + see if he will 

use his best exertions in preparing a Steamer for the Arctic Seas in the shortest time possible 

after Congress has made in law for the proposed Expedition. 

I am sure he will do anything to please you. 

If I can get all Legislation through here say by 1st of June, then by the middle of July the 

Expedition can be got ready + started off. Capt. Chapel of Hudson N.Y. has said it can be done 

in less time. What is your opinion? 
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Do you not think that if the Appropriation asked for can be granted by 1st of June, that I can get 

off by middle of July? 

You know how quickly things can be gotten together for an Arctic Voyage after the money is in 

hand. 

Direct your letters to me  

Anderson House 

Cor. 2d + A Sts 



Washinton D. C. 

Yours C F Hall 

P.S. Shall make calls on several Senators to-night. 

 

 

Letter 9 

 

Sanderson House 

Washington, D.C. 

June:1:1870 

 

My Dear Mr. Grinnell- 

Your kind letter of May 28th was duly received.  As I think of it I am quite surprised I have 

written you so few letters of late, but I know your good heart would pardon a thousand times 

before you would cast me from you.  Really, as you do know from experience in the matters, that 

I am constantly hard – very hard at work.  But thanks be to Heaven I have been rewarded so far 

as having triumphed in the senate as already announced to you. 

When the last note was taken (24th May) somehow no less than 4 of the warm Senatorial friends 

of the Arctic Measure had skipped out.  If this had not been so of course the majority in favor of 

the expedi [?]. would have a greater than it was. 

I am now engaged placing the pursuit[?] of the Expedition before the Committee on 

Appropriation in the House – as well as before others of the House. 

I wish everything to be kept quiet – that is no newspaper to state what is going on – I find the 

best way is to work, work, work. + trust in God – not in Newspapers anymore. 
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Mr. Dawes (Hon H.L. Dawes of Mass.) the Chairman of the committee on Appropriations of the 

House, is a warm friend of my Enterprise + has been from the very 1st time I arrived here in 

Washington   This fact I have written you of this before.  Although Mr. Dawes is a Republican + 

you a Democrat, just because he is so true + so strong a friend to the Arctic cause to which you 

have been so many years devoted, you ought, in fact, to agree with me in thinking that he ought 

to be our next President.  It’s a fact that from the confidence every one feels in Mr. Dawes, + 

from every one knowing that he has been so greatly  in favor of the Appropriation asked for to 

make a voyage to discovery up to the North Pole, that my course has been onward + upward till 

finally a triumph is gained in the Senate.  From the same rumors[?] I think a triumph awaits me 

in the House.  Of course I have had my full share of work to do.  This work I think will decide 

the triumph complete which of course will make this writer very joyous.  I know you + Mrs. 

Grinnell will be quite as happy as myself.  By the by there are 2 Democrats on the App. 

Committee, Niblack of Ind. + Beck of Ky.  Mr. Eldridge, Rep. of Wis is a Democrat + a very 

warm friend of the Arctic Expedition.  Yesterday I had a pleasant interview with your friend 



Brooks.  Will you please write a warm letter to him (Mr. Brooks) soliciting his cooperation in 

getting the Senate Arctic Ammendment to Legislative, Executive + Judicial Appro. Bill. 

Yours Ever,  CF Hall 
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Letter 10 

Sanderson House 

Washington, D.C. 

June: 5th: 1870 

 

Henry Grinnell 

Dear Sir- 

It is decidedly vexatious the delay I am subjected to, but nevertheless I am not discouraged.  I 

believe I shall triumph + so I should after spending here 18 weeks less one week when I came 

East leaving here May 5th, besides spending a considerable pile of cash that I had gotten from 

hard work – lecturing. 

The Appropriation Committee of the House have that Legislative, Judicial + Executive 

Appropriation Bill in hand.  They will most likely agree to some of the Senate Amendments + 

with others will disagree therefore a Confrence Committee will follow.  I think said App. 

Committee of the House will agree on the Arctic Expedition Amendment of the Senate.  I have 

done my best to show them that they should do so + besides I have had a great many of the                                                                                                                                                                                        

friends of the Arctic Expedition see one + another of that Committee to encourage them _ to get 

them to see the matter in the light you + I do. 

My design most assuredly is to go out this year if I can get decision + favorable determination 

this week.  The whaling Captain write me that as late as 1st of Aug. will do very well for the time 

of leaving the states, if I can have a good steamer.  A vessel will be locked up this week – that is 

easy.  Cox of the Interior is going to have the President + Secy. of the Navy find out right away 

the best steam vessel not in Commission that can be had. 

 

Please send those letters you refer to for me. My warmest regards to Mrs. Grinnell. 
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I wish to ask you if it should be found that to Expedite matters the President should wish I get 

some one to attend to the general details of the expedition, paying bills etc. etc. if you would do?  

It’s not likely that he is going to the matter personally but will get some one.  If the Secy. of the 

Navy should be selected of course red tape would by its slow movements defeat the Expedition 

going out this year. 

You will please send me your check for One Hundred Dollars + the matter will be made all right 

when I see you which I trust will be within one week. 



Capt. Chapel (E.A. Chapel of Hudson N.Y.) is quite anxious to accompany me on the North Pole 

Expedition - + so was Capt. Buddington, but as the latter had made an engagement with Rich H. 

Chappel to go on a whaling voyage of course he (Capt. B.) cannot go with me.  I have had a 

letter from Capt. Buddington telling me that a 2nd mate Williams had been talking to my 

Esquimaux “Joe” + trying to get him (“joe”) to go on board the “Ansel Gibbs” for Hudson’s Bay 

wh sails in about 2 weeks.  “Joe” desired much to do so, but I have written to Capt. B. to keep 

you Joe from leaving me, for certainly I rely upon having him go with me on my North Pole Ex. 

Such letters as you have there for me please enclose in envelope + sent to me Care Sanderson 

House 

Washington D.C. 

Yours 

CF Hall 

 

In same mail I send to Harpers to send me 13 copies more of my book.  They have already sent 

me thirty seven (37) copies which I have carefully distributed among those that needed to be 

informed of exactly what I accomplished on my 1st voyage.  This course has helped the Arctic 

cause very much. 
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Letter 11 

 

Sanderson House 

June:8th:1870 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Dear Grinnell 

Your letter of 6th covering 2 others + a check of 100. Came to hand yesterday. 

Your letter of 7th tells me that my good  boy “Joe” is on a visit to N.Y.  I am glad he wishes to 

please me by not going off in the Ansel Gibbs, until I see him at last. 

“Joe” really should have some thin clothes – not expensive but at fair price  + durable.  I wish 

you would get some one of your men servants to aid “Joe” in making the necessary purchases.  

You will please caution “Joe” about drinking any “strong drink”.  “Joe” must be cautious + not 

spend any money foolishly.  I fear New York is 
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is a bad place for “Joe” without some one to look sharp after him there are so many ways he 

unthinkingly might be led astray. 



The omnibus bill that is Legislative, Judicial + Executive Bill is still hands of the House 

Appropriation Committee.  The Senate attached to that Bill upwards of 200 Amendments, one of 

which is the Artic Expedition Bill. 

It is certain that a committee of Conference will have to be selected by the Senate + House 

before that omnibus bill can become a law. 

I still think that the Arctic Expedition Bill will pass the House though it possibly may be cut 

down some in the amount. 
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It will be about one week yet before that Omnibus Bill is passed – perhaps longer. 

I got a letter to-day from Capt. Chapel saying if the Expedition could be decided on by 15 June 

the vessel could be gotten ready by middle of July. 

How tormenting this Congressional delay! 

I am sure you + I could legislate Arctic bills through much quicker. 

Will write again in a few days.  “Joe” I think had better not stop long in N.Y. – but still this 

noble hearted fellow + his wife do like you + family so will that one cannot wonder that they like 

to get near you.  If the world only knew the great 

 

Tell Joe all the Great people here often enquire about him + Hannah + Penny – tell him there are 

a good many Indian men + women here. 
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service “Joe” + Hannah have rendered toward elucidating the mysteries of Sir John Franklin’s 

Expedition, it would never forget them. 

Whenever the Narration of my last voyage is published, there will be known the vast amount of 

work Joe, Hannah + myself performed during our sojurn of 5 years in the Arctic Region. 

“Joe will listen attentively to your advice – I wish you to advise him of your own mind to give up 

all idea of going off in the “Ansel Gibbs”.  If it should so happen that we could not get off this 

year, tell him we will find a place in some machine shop that he can work + make money.  “Joe” 

is a good mechanic. (So) He will feel much better to have something to do. 

Yours C.F. Hall 

END OF LETTER 

 

 

Letter 12 

Sanderson House 

Washington, D.C. 

June:16:1870 

 

Dear Sir – 



I have time to say just a few words to-night as the mail closes in four minutes. 

Your letter of 9th just came duly to hand.  I was delighted to hear that my good “Joe” was so 

kindly cared for. 

The Excutive, Judicial + Legislative Appropriation Bill into which is incorporated the Arctic 

Appropriation Bill is now in the hands of a Conference Committee.  + that is to meet to-morrow.  

How long it will take this committee to agree I know not – perhaps 1 day 

(over) 
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- perhaps two days - +perhaps it will not agree at all, which disagreement of course will require 

another Committee. 

Just so soon as the matter is determined I shall let you know.  I suppose “Joe” has returned to 

Conn.  Shall write to Capt Buddington to-morrow.   

You can imagine how hard I have worked – how hard I constantly work to gain a triumph for my 

Arctic Expedition. 

Truly, I had rather go to the North Pole Six times than go through such a Congressional Mill as I 

have been through the last 5 months trying to get one or two small ships + $100.000 the latter for 

the purchase of stores + equipment 

X 
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X +for the payment of officers + men 

Please write me 

Yours Ever 

CF Hall 

I am “on the go” from early in the morning to late in the day – some days bright + cheering – 

others dark + heart killing.  The greatest foundation of trouble in the House is that members are 

about to go home for reelection + therefore  most all are afraid to call their words their own just 

now. 

 

 

Letter 13 

Sanderson House 

Washington, D.C. 

June 22 1870 

 

Dear Sir. 

Your letter of yesterday’s date came to hand this morning. 

The Conference Committee on the Legislative, Judicial + Executive Appropriation Bill have not 

yet had a meeting – therefore no decision has been arrived at on the Arctic Question. 



It may be I have not told you who are on that committee.— 

Senate 

Morrill of Me. 

Morrill of Vt. 

Bayard of Del. 

House 

Dawes of Mass 

Logan of Ills 

Niblack of Ind. 

Both Morrill of Vt. + Bayard of Del. Voted against the Arctic Amendment in the Senate 

therefore it was unfortunate for the Arctic Cause that they were put on the Conference 

Committee.  Quite a number of the best of Citizen here called on Merrill of Vt. + tried to make 

him appreciate the benefits that would be gained by our country[?] if she would but grant 

material aid in fitting out an Arctic Expedition but all in vain. 

(over) 

When you have sent letters to S.S. Cox, Please drop a line to me that I may know it. 
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His desire is to spend a million of Dollars at once as an Entering Wedge to purchase ground for 

the Expedition of Capital grounds + the erection of a State Department building. 

Morrill of Vt refuses to reason on the Arctic question, therefore what need any one have any 

hope in him? 

Bayard of Del. Is one of your Democratic friends therefore you will say there is hope in him. 

To-day I had an interview with Hon. S.S. Cox Dem. Representative from your city.  He is greatly 

interested in the proposed Arctic Expedition + knows Senator Bayard will.  Mr. Cox suggested to 

me that if you would write him (Cox) a letter stating your views relative to the proposed Arctic 

Expedition, etc. etc. he would then call upon Mr. Bayard hoping to have him see that the 

extension of our geographical knowledge in the Arctic region would be a good thing. 

Knowing you to be overwhelmed in business, to make your task less in writing to Hon. S.S. Cox 

I enclose just such a letter as you would most likely dictate.  It has been penciled by a noble good 

souled friend of mine – a friend of 20 years standing.  Any change you  
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might desire to make, you can make, but as soon as compatible with your feelings + honor let 

your written letter to Mr. Cox be. 

Just as quick as I told our friend Cox that you are a Democrat, his enthusiasm for the Arctic 

Cause was much increased.  Of course in the Arctic regions we – that is myself + the Esquimaux 

– have no politics but here nothing done but its all Democrats or Republicans.  By the by, some 

of the best souls I have become acquainted with here, are of your order.  I like Democrats _ 

Republicans so far as they are right on the North Pole Expedition + no further.  My Home is in 



the North + there are all my sympathies – there is my whole soul.  Of course the delay has now 

been so great that I shall have to begin to think I cannot get off this year.  Dr. Hayes can have all 

the honor(?) of having departed an American Arctic Expedition sailing this year + perhaps 

forever. – By the by, if my country fails to aid me in what I have so long struggled for, I will 

apply to Foreign Courts till I succeede.   

I have applied to my country for aid to make discoveries long + hard enough to prove that I am a 

dutiful citizen.   

Yours CF Hall 

Please copy off pencil notes – that is sent return letters at once so that it may get to Hon S.S. Cox 

by Friday 

 

Letter 14 

Sanderson House 

Washington, D.C. 

June:29:1870 

 

Henry Grinnell –  

Dear Sir –  

Your letter of 24th + 24th + of yesterday 28th all have come in due time.  The last one enclosed a 

letter from your daughter Sylvia dated Florence.  This letter of hers indeed a godsend so 

charming _ beautiful are her sentiments 

It seems to be generally thought all over Europe that her U.S. Government has granted one 

hundred thousand Dollars for a North Pole Expedition  

The Smithsonian Institution has just received a circular from A. Petermann, the great Geographer 

of the World, 

 

I am sorry you take so much trouble about Mr. Mills case[OK].  The tax upon your precious time 

is too great CFH 
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the subject of which is my proposed North Pole Expedition + that of several letters about in 

Europe His circular is branded this –  

“The North Pole Expedition “Gotha, June 2d. 1870 “The Atlantic Cable brings the “intelligence 

from “North America dated May “28th that the United States “Government has appropriated 

“$100,000 for a new North Pole “Expedition.”  – + so on – 1st referring to myself – etc, etc.  

When I come on I will bring a full translation of said circular which is written in German. 
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I am quite confident the “Committee of Conference” will decide in favor of the North Pole 

Expedition which I have been to work for here over 5 months; but as a matter of Compromise it 



is quite likely that only fifty thousand dollars with a Steamer + tender will be granted.  The 

Senate you know passed favorably the Bill granting 100 thousand Dolls. but the House now 

considering the “Conference Committee” will agree I think upon half that amount.   

In fact, I have stated that I could make the proposed voyage to the North Pole in about 2 ½ years 

+ keep the expenses within 
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fifty thousand Dolls., the President furnishing the steamer.  Besides, I am sure if the $50,000 & 

the vessels be granted, I can only by a brief course of legislation get Congress to let me have the 

use of all the instruments I shall require which will be equivalent to a saving of $5,000 (five 

thousand Dolls.) for sextants, Pocket + Box chronometers, telescopes etc,etc. are expensive 

articles wh. Government have on hand. 

I wish nothing said outside of your family as to how I am getting along.  I allow no newspaper 

correspondent to write a word about the matter.  Sylvia in her letter says –  

“If you [that is myself] “take my advice, you will “save a very little but do a great deal.  “I think 

you must succeed, for you have your “whole heart in it + I believe that is the great “shout[?] of 

success.”  Surely Sylvia is right.  The 1st meeting of the “Conference Committee” came off to-

day.  They will meet again to-morrow.  I hope soon to announce that I have again triumphed. 

Write as often as you can – I love to get your letters 

Yours  CF Hall 
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Letter 15 

Sanderson House 

Washington, D.C. 

June, 24/70 Eve 

 

Dar Sir, 

To-day (this morning) I telegraphed as follows to Capt. Buddintgon –  

“No letter from you yet.  When do “you sail?  Tell Joe + Hannah that I still “expect to succeed 

and that they must “on no account think of leaving me.  “Mr. Grinnell will send you fifty dollars 

“on account of their board to-morrow.” 

In compliance to what is indicated in the above last 2 lines will you please send a check on traft 

of fifty Dollars to Capt. Buddington directing your letter 

Capt. Sidney O Buddington 

Groton Bank 

Conn. 

Let the $50. Be taken out of Joe + Hannah’s money. 

As yet I have no answer from Capt. B. but probably I shall hear to-night or to-morrow 

The “Conference Committee” have not yet had their meeting – I hope you  
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have received my letter + the form for writing to your Democratic friend Hon S.S. Cox.  He told 

me to-day that he had not yet received any letter from you.  I think you must have been away for 

a day or two. 

I am busily engaged all the time during the day trying to convince the proper parties the 

expediency of adopting the Senate Amendment relative to the Arctic Expedition. 

Yours CF Hall 

Henry Grinnell 
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Letter 16 

Sanderson House 

Washington, D.C. 

June:30th 1870 

 

Dear Sir – 

I have received from time to time letters from my noble hearted Frank Lailer, the only faithful 

one of the five white men I employed one year when on my last voyage.  These letters tell me the 

sad news that he has been for months afflicted with inflamed eyes – so much so that he cannot 

work.  Of course, as might be expected, he is in the want of funds.  When I 1st got back to the 

states last fall I was owing him $600.  I have paid him sums from time to time so that now there 

remains his due $315. – Out of Joe + Hannah’s fund, will you please take twenty five Dollars 

($25) _ get a Post office money order ($25.) + send the same at once to Frank Lailer directing the 

envelope containing the remittance this: -  

(over) 
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(concluded from over) 

Frank Lailer 

463 Main St 

Charlestown 

Mass. 

 

I am quite glad to add that the prospect is very bright that to-morrow the “Conference 

Committee” will decide in favor of my scheme for the North Pole Expedition.  Shall telegraph 

you soon as such news makes my ears 

Yours Ever 

CF HALL 

Last[?] check for $25 1st July 


