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In the summer of 2017 I traveled to Concord, Massachuttes to embark on a 
journey of self-discovery. 

Starting at Ralph Waldo Emerson’s home I followed in the footsteps of  
Henry David Thoreau on a path that he used to make his way to  

Walden Pond. 
 

I began my reflections by creating a series of six prints which  
combine various images in layered collages of visual experiences.

As I continue to reflect on the time I spent in the woods, the images  
portrayed in the prints became source materials for a series of mixed  
media paintings that I am currently working on. They combine text,  

oil paint, collage, plant material and encaustic applied to wooden panels. 
There are currently four paintings in the series, which range in size from   

32 x 32” to 48 x 48”. 

It is my hope that eventually I will find the funds necessary to create an 
interactive installation where participating visitors, while wandering 
through the space, might share in a small part of what I experienced.

The following records the impressions and observations 
I have made along the way. 

I have used an excerpt from Thoreau’s poem 
The Fall of the Leaf to begin this reflection.





The Fall of the Leaf

The evening of the year draws on,
the fields a later aspect wear,

since summer’s garishness is gone
some grains of night tincture the noontide air.  

Behold the shadows of the trees
now circle wider ‘bout their stem,

like sentries which by slow degrees  
perform their rounds, gently protecting them.  

And as the season doth decline
the sun affords a scantier light,
behind each needle of the pine

there lurks a small auxiliar of the night.  
After each shrub and straggling fence  

that marks the meadow’s pensive green,  
and shows the meadow’s opulence,  

evening’s insidious foot at noon is seen.  
Wave upon wave a mellower air

flows over all the region,
as if there were some tincture there

of ripeness caught from the long summer’s sun.  
I hear the cricket’s slumbrous lay 

around, beneath me, and on high,
it rocks the night, it lulls the day,

and everywhere ‘tis nature’s lullaby.





PRINTS
This set of six, signed and numbered archival inkjet prints is limited to 25 copies.  

Each print image is 16 x 20”, centered on an 20 x 24” sheet.
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MIXED-MEDIA PAINTINGS





Thoreau’s Path I.  
Encaustic and collage on wood. 

32 x 32” 
 

The text is comprised of  
words and passages from  

The Fall of the Leaf 

DETAIL





Thoreau’s Path II. 
Encaustic, organic plant material,  

leaves and collage on wood. 
48 x 48”

 
The text is an excerpt  

from the poem, 
The Fall of the Leaf.

DETAIL





Thoreau’s Path III.  
Oil, encaustic, organic plant  

material, leaves and  
collage on wood. 

48 x 48” 
 

The text reads:  
“I learned this, at least, by my  

experiment: that if one advances 
confidently in the direction of his 

dreams, and endeavors to  
live the life which he has  

imagined, he will meet with  
success unexpected 
in common hours.”

DETAIL





DETAIL

Thoreau’s Path IV.  
Oil, encaustic, organic plant  

material and  
collage on wood. 

48 x 48” 
 

The text reads:  
“I learned this, at least, by my  

experiment: that if one advances 
confidently in the direction of his 

dreams, and endeavors to  
live the life which he has  

imagined, he will meet with  
success unexpected 
in common hours.”





THE INSTALLATION





The installation will consist of a structure built 
to scale of wood and scrim to Henry David Thoreau’s cabin on 
Walden Pond. 
 
Rotating projections of Thoreau’s writing will be shown on the 
outside of the stucture and visitors will be able to walk inside 
where a desk will offer them the opportunity to write or draw 
their own reflections of their visit to Walden’s Pond or thoughts 
about how Thoreau’s writings have influenced or been a part of 
their lives. These writings and drawings will be included in the 
exhibition and attached to the inside of the cabin so others may 
share them. 

Completed paintings and prints will be displayed on the walls 
surrounding the structure.  
 
A soundtrack of the natural environment will be played in the 
exhibition



For additional information please contact:
Tom Brydelsky 

tbrydelsky@optimum.net 
or call 631 615 2663 

 
For a look at the artist’s other mixed media work 

please visit:
www.tombrydelsky.com


