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Artworks on view in the deceptively subtle exhibition “Unseen” bring that which 
is frequently overlooked directly into the public eye. In a world in which most of 
what directs our behavior goes unnoticed, “Unseen” marks the clever, perceptive 
type of exhibit that we crave to focus our attention on. Curated by the MFA 
Boston’s Akili Tommasino for Collar Works, artists on view include Carris 
Adams, Tania Alvarez, Aurora Andrews, Jose- Aurelio Baez, Raina Briggs, Ryan 
Chase Clow, Matt Crane, Richard Deon, Carla Dortic, Deborah Druick, Mark 
Eisendrath, Rebecca Flis, Gigi Gatewood, Chet Gold, Victoria van der Laan, Jesse 
Meredith, Sarah Pater, James Marshall Porter, Jr., Anne- Audrey Remarais, Eric 
Souther, Susanna Starr, Paula Stuttman, and Sarah Sweeney. Works by Mark 
Eisendrath and Susanna Starr in particular sweep into focus, with a distinctive 
attention to line and form. Spanning sculpture and painting with a hint of lyric 
poetry, “Unseen” follows those elements that both direct and elude our line of 
sight.  
The unseen can be that which is literally unresolved: that which exists up to a 
point, then inhabits the realm of both the unseen and the unknown. Artist Mark 
Eisendrath notes of his work Mysterioso, on view in “Unseen,” “Mysterioso 
existed only as an idea- not seen or felt. It did not exist, neither did the process I 
used to make it. It was quite literally- a mystery. ” That which cannot be seen or 
felt can still hold a palpable presence in our lives. As the curator of “Unseen” 
notes in her exhibition text, “…the complex algorithms that reinforce our 
behavior remain hidden to us. Our fear of being unseen makes us susceptible to 
manipulation.” By making that which is foreign to us palpable, “Unseen” offers 
the viewer a clever, nuanced portrait of contemporary society. 
Susanna Starr and Mark Eisendrath share a penchant for uncovering the sought 
for-yet undiscovered- form. Curves and delineated lines trace the patterns of our 
subconscious seeking that which we do not yet know. A mysterious, yet visceral, 
presentation of new works by contemporary sculptors, painters and mixed-
media artists, “Unseen” is a careful selection of artworks that transcend the 
ordinary in search of a greater meaning beyond the immediately visible. 
“Unseen” is on view at Collar Works art space in Troy, NY, through Dec 14, 2019. 


