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Night

“Press close bare-bosomd night—press close magnetic nourishing night!
Night of south winds—night of the large few stars!
Still nodding night—mad naked summer night” — Whitman

What is the magic of night? It appears in literature, poetry, opera, film and paint-
ing. Sometimes it is a place of death—sometimes a place of desire—sometimes
both, however always a place of mystery. I first began painting these night paint-
ings three years ago in the studio with the large Bachanal (succor). It is an inven-
tion as are all the larger paintings. Using figure drawings that I scan into the com-
puter I arrange the compositions. From these arrangements of drawings I find the
connections, the rhythms, and the arabesques that link the figures. My ubiquitous
Punchinello mask limns the relationships between single figures, couples and
groups. From these groupings, glances and gestures, the narratives of desire, com-
fort, similarity and difference unfold. Over the last few summers I painted from
life at night on the beaches of Wellfleet. My husband and I went to Cape Cod to
care for my mother in her last years. I would go down to the beach after dark with
pochade under my arm and spelunking light strapped to my head to paint the
fires, the gatherings, and the night sky. At the end of each summer I would return
to my studio with a group of premier coups. These paintings, along with my figure
drawings, became the sources for my mad naked summer nights.
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List of illustrations

cover: Mad Naked Summer Night 60”
inside cover: Father & Son 12x16”
title page: Distant Fires 8x10”
1 Mad Naked Summer Night 60”

2 Concordant Love 60”

3 Weep 427

4 Discordant Love 36”

5 Looking Up ( ceiling ) 40”

6 Punchinello As Bacchus 32x40”
7 Undress 34x44”
8 Ember II 427

9 EmberI 50”

10 Bachannal ( succor) 64 x 68”
11 Fallen 64 x 68”
12 Starry Night 24x30”

back cover: Rising Moon 8 x10”
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