
**OPEN CALL** 
Cannibals of Love, curated by Ejecta Projects 
On display April 1 – May 20, 2023 

Cannibals of Love takes as its inspiration the romantic comedy genre in film and television – the 
“Rom Com” – to “cast” an exhibition that explores themes of love and humor.   

This is an open-call. Visual artists are invited to submit works of art that are inspired by, 
critique, or reflect notions of heartache, summer flings, awkward love triangles, unlikely 
couples, one-night stands, unrequited loves, the “meet cute,” or other tropes of Rom Coms. 
More specifically, submitted works will explore romance and/or humor in relation to 
cinematically-scaled stories of pathos and eros.   

Although the prompt might at first appear to engage with light-hearted frivolities, the curators 
seek a nuanced survey of contemporary artistic responses to love and power, as well as a 
diverse examination of relationships and romance. With the mention of cannibals in its title, the 
exhibition also welcomes investigations about the intersections of desire, appetites, and other 
perceived taboos and “improper” behaviors largely absent from or suppressed by Hollywood 
and Hallmark. Moreover, the curators invite critical approaches to the conventional 
heteronormativity, pervasive whiteness, and gender politics of the film genre. 

Ultimately, the artists in the exhibition, selected for their range of perspectives, identities and 
works across visual media, will provide viewers with new and inclusive insights into the shared 
human impulses to love and laugh. 

Other visual or experiential “cues” that the curators imagine could be pertinent include: period 
drama, summer blockbuster, forbidden love, unlikely pairings, doubts at the altar, attention-
grabbing movie trailers, sequels, and celebrity, among others. 

Open to all visual media, including film/video and text. 



In 2015 the curators of Cannibals of Love, artist Anthony Cervino and art historian Shannon 
Egan, who are also spouses, designed an exhibition and completed a corresponding book titled 
Ejecta. For this project they considered how shifting expectations for success and failure 
defined them as individuals and also in relation to their marital and professional partnership. As 
an outcome of this initial collaboration, in 2018, Cervino and Egan opened an art gallery and 
curatorial workshop, Ejecta Projects, in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. They conceive of this endeavor as 
a labor of love, as an extension of their own romantic relationship and as a gesture of affection 
for their community.  
 
 
Application Guidelines:  
  
1)    All artists over the age of 18 are welcome to send us materials.  Artists may include up to 
10 images of artworks that are available for display in the exhibition. There is no submission 
fee.  
   
2)    All submissions must be formatted as a single PDF not to exceed 11 pages and emailed as 
an attachment directly to ejectaprojects@gmail.com  with the subject line of CANNIBALS OF 
LOVE SUBMISSION. Your PDF MUST be labeled to include your name. Please follow this 
example: Koons_Jeff_Cannibals. Emailed submissions must arrive to our electronic “inbox” by 
no later than 11:59PM (EST) on Tuesday, February 14, 2023.  
   
PDF submissions should include no more than TEN individual images representing your art and 
ONE (optional) page for you to respond briefly to this prompt (no more than 500 words):  
  
How does your art or studio practice critically engage with the theme of this open call?  
 
One image per page.  Each page/image should also include relevant image information: Title, 
date, materials and no more than a sentence or two if there are other relevant details 
important for us to know – and especially if those details pertain to our understanding of how 
the work engages specifically with the exhibition theme. Video, time-based, or performance 
works should be represented with a single still image. Please include a link to individual video 
materials under the image in your pdf.  DO NOT include any $ales information, additional 
contextual information, bios, CVs, or an artist statement in your PDF packet. Materials that do 
not closely conform to the guidelines above may not get reviewed by the curators.  
   
3)    The body of your email to Ejecta Projects must include your full name, and contact 
information including a phone number and mailing address. You may include a brief note of 
introduction and a link to your website. No other links, images, statements, biographical 
information, or other supporting materials should be attached or included in your email. 

BEFORE you apply, please note: 



1. Ejecta Projects is a labor of love. We typically see few sales and anticipate little to no 
financial gain. However, all work curated into the exhibition must be for sale. To keep 
art at Ejecta Projects affordable for our community, we only take a low 35% commission 
on work sold.   
 

2. Exhibitors are responsible for shipping artworks selected for inclusion in the exhibition. 
A PREPAID return shipping label must be included in your box when you ship your 
work. Works delivered in person must align with drop off hours (to be coordinated). 
Similarly, works delivered in person must also be collected in person during designated 
times (TBA).   
 

3. Ejecta Projects does not provide insurance coverage for artwork and is not responsible 
for any damage, breakage, replacement costs while the work is on display or with any 
damage or breakage that may have occur during transport or unpacking the work. Every 
precaution will be taken in handling the artwork, but Ejecta Projects assumes no liability 
for any loss or damage to any artist’s work while in our care, custody or control, before, 
during or after the exhibition. Artists, if they wish, are invited to provide their own 
insurance.  
 

4. Maximum size for physical work submitted: 72 X 60 X 30 in.-ish. 
 

5. This opportunity is open to artists working in 2D, 3D, and video/transmedia.  
 

6. Work selected for inclusion in Cannibals of Love cannot be withdrawn before the end of 
the exhibition. Work sold during the exhibition will be either collected in person by the 
purchaser or shipped directly from the gallery to the purchaser (at additional cost to the 
purchaser) after the exhibition closes.  
 

7. All wall-based artwork must be suitably framed to a professional standard. All framed 
work should be fitted with Plexiglas. (Works with glass are acceptable if small and only if 
hand delivered. DO not ship us work framed with glass.) Wall-mounted sculpture, 
stretched canvas, panels, or work conceptually dependent on not being framed do not 
require a frame. No clip frames or taped edges are permitted. Use of push pins or 
magnets for display is not encouraged. Work must be wired or otherwise be ready for 
hanging. All work must be labeled on the back by the artist indicating which end is the 
top and the following details: Artist Name, Title, Medium, Date Completed, and Price. 
Selected video works must arrive at the gallery “show ready” based on conversations 
with the staff at Ejecta Projects. If multiple video works are included in the exhibition, 
these may be ganged and displayed on a single monitor or shown on a single projector 
in turn and on a loop. 
 

8. No artwork may be substituted. 
 



9. With the submission of artwork to Cannibals of Love, the artist agrees to all the terms 
and conditions set forth in this prospectus and to having photos if their artwork used to 
promote the exhibition and future published works or public posts that document or 
support the mission of Ejecta Projects. 

 

Contact/Questions: 

Please direct all questions to ejectaprojects@gmail.com 

 
Dates:  
 
January 10: Call for entries announced 
 
February 14: Deadline for entries, 11:59 PM EST 
 
February 27: Notification email to artists 
 
March 20 –26: Shipping or delivery window for artworks to be received 
 
April 1 – May 20: Exhibition dates 
 
May 21 - 28: Artwork can be picked up in person. Return shipping underway.   
 

About the Gallery: 

Founded by artist Anthony Cervino and art historian Shannon Egan, Ejecta Projects is an art 
gallery, an artist’s studio, and a quiet space to consider collaborative artistic and curatorial 
undertakings. Located in downtown Carlisle, Pennsylvania, Ejecta Projects not only offers 
exhibition and consignment opportunities for artists, but also serves as a gesture toward 
community investment, a place for connection among people who crave an atmosphere of 
warmth and creativity. Gallery hours are Thursdays and Fridays 3 pm – 7 pm and Saturdays 12 
pm – 7 pm. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @ejectaprojects. 

 
 


