
CALL FOR ENTRIES: FAILINGS 
EJECTA PROJECTS     01.10.22 
 
Statement:  
 
Failings, as a concept, implies a perceived shortcoming. Be it a moral deficit, or a material 
miscalculation, or some other misalignment of desire verses outcome – failings, or one’s failure, 
is typically perceived as negative. And yet, in a successful studio practice, explicitly courting 
failure by defying expectations, taking risks, and pushing material or conceptual boundaries 
frequently defines avant-garde achievements, professional success, and creativity in general.  
 
This exhibition considers how failure frames YOUR artistic practice.   
 
Artists are asked to submit work that successfully reflect notions of failure.  Perhaps artists will 
consider this theme through processes that have gone awry, content or subject matter that 
addresses the idea specifically, or through some other evocation of deficiency or defeat. 
 
In 2015 the curators of Failings, artist Anthony Cervino and art historian Shannon Egan, who are 
also spouses, designed an exhibition and completed a corresponding book titled Ejecta. For this 
project they considered how shifting expectations for success and failure defined them as 
individuals and also in relation to their marital and professional partnership. As an outcome of 
this initial collaboration, in 2018, Cervino and Egan opened an art gallery and curatorial 
workshop, Ejecta Projects, in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, with the name chosen - in part - because 
Ejecta connotes the word reject, the antithesis of accomplishment. In their life at home and as 
educators, artists, or curators, their failures continue to give context to their successes, and 
perhaps most relatable, these setbacks often push us forward as we seek meaning in loss, 
dismissal, and other significant “f**k ups.”   
 
 
Application Guidelines:  
  
1)    All artists over the age of 18 are welcome to send us materials.  This includes one 
submission of up to 10 images of artworks that are available to be included in the exhibition. 
There is no submission fee.   
   
2)    All submissions must be formatted as a single PDF not to exceed 11 pages and emailed as 
an attachment directly to ejectaprojects@gmail.com  with the subject line of FAILINGS 
SUBMISSION. Emailed submissions must arrive to our electronic “in box” by no later than 
11:59PM (EST) on Monday, February 14, 2022.  
   
PDF submissions should include no more than TEN individual images representing your art and 
ONE page for you to respond briefly to this prompt (no more than 500 words):  
How does your artwork or studio practice engage with the theme of failing or failure? 



One image per page.  Each page/image should also include relevant image information: Title, 
date, materials and no more than a sentence or two if there are other relevant details 
important for us to know – and especially if those details pertain to our understanding of how 
the work engages specifically with the exhibition theme. Video, time-based, or performance 
works should be represented with a single still image. Please include a link to individual video 
materials under the image and/or in the body of the email when you send in the 
submission.  Do not attach any additional files to the email. DO NOT include any $ales 
information, additional contextual information, bios, CVs, or an artist statement in your PDF 
packet. Materials that do not closely conform to the guidelines above may not get reviewed by 
the curators.  
   
3)    The body of your email to Ejecta Projects must include your full name, and contact 
information including a phone number and mailing address. You may include a brief note of 
introduction and a link to your website - and links to time-based submissions if appropriate.  No 
other links, images, attachments, statements, biographical information, or other supporting 
materials should be included in the body of your email. 

BEFORE you apply, please note: 

1. Ejecta Projects is a labor of love. We typically see few sales and anticipate little to no 
financial gain. However, all work curated into the exhibition must be for sale. To keep 
art at Ejecta Projects affordable for our community, we only take a low 35% commission 
on work sold.   
 

2. Exhibitors are responsible for shipping for artworks selected for inclusion in the 
exhibition. Ejecta Projects will provide return shipping for these artworks. Return 
shipping will reuse the same packing materials, postal insurance, and carrier (or similar) 
as the artist used when the work was originally shipped to Ejecta Projects. Works 
delivered in person must align with drop off hours (to be coordinated). Similarly, works 
delivered in person must also be collected in person during designated times (TBA).   
 

3. Ejecta Projects does not provide insurance coverage for artwork and is not responsible 
for any damage, breakage, replacement costs while the work is on display or with any 
damage or breakage that may have occur during transport or unpacking the work. Every 
precaution will be taken in handling the artwork, but Ejecta Projects assumes no liability 
for any loss or damage to any artist’s work while in our care, custody or control, before, 
during or after the exhibition. Artists, if they wish, are invited to provide their own 
insurance.  
 

4. Maximum size for physical work submitted: 72 X 60 X 30 in.-ish. 
 

5. This opportunity is open to artists working in 2D, 3D, and time-based multi-media.  
 



6. Work selected for inclusion in Failings cannot be withdrawn before the end of the 
exhibition. Work sold during the exhibition will be either collected in person by the 
purchaser or shipped directly from the gallery to the purchaser (at additional cost to the 
purchaser) after the exhibition closes.  
 

7. All wall-based artwork must be suitably framed to a professional standard. All framed 
should be fitted with Plexiglas or glass (if small and only if hand delivered. DO not ship 
us work framed with glass.) Wall-mounted sculpture, stretched canvas, panels, or work 
conceptually dependent on not being framed do not require a frame. No clip frames or 
taped edges are permitted. Work must be wired or otherwise be ready for hanging. All 
work must be labeled on the back by the artist indicating which end is the top and the 
following details: Artist Name, Title, Medium, Date Completed and Price. Selected video 
works must arrive at the gallery “show ready” based on conversations with the staff at 
Ejecta Projects. If multiple video works are included in the exhibition, these may be 
ganged and displayed on a single monitor or shown on a single projector in turn and on 
a loop. 
 

8. No artwork may be substituted. 
 

9. With the submission of artwork to Failings, the artist agrees to all the terms and 
conditions set forth in this prospectus and to having photos if their artwork used to 
promote the exhibition. 

 

Contact/Questions: 

Please direct all questions to ejectaprojects@gmail.com 

 
Dates:  
 
January 10: Call for entries announced 
 
February 14: Deadline for entries, 11:59 PM EST 
 
February 21: Notification email to artists 
 
March 19: Deadline for artworks to be received 
 
April 2 – May 22: Exhibition dates 
 
May 23 - 31: Artwork can be picked up in person. Return shipping underway.   


