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First-grade students are just learning how to communicate their ideas via writing 
effectively. Writing prompts can expand their skills and spark their imaginations.  
 
First graders are beginning to understand the difference between right and wrong 
and will know how to support their opinions with basic reasoning.  
 
By this age, you should also be able to encourage a child to maintain a daily journal.  

What to Expect from First Grade Students  
● Literary skills will begin to develop: Literacy skills are connected and include 

reading and writing. In kindergarten, they have already developed words and 
sounds. Now in first grade they can recognise rhymes and read simple books.  

 
● They will be imaginative: They have just graduated kindergarten where they 

spent time reading stories and poems so their imaginations will be brimming 
with new ideas and they’ll sometimes be into their own magical world.  

 
● They will be more excited to learn: As kids grow, they discover how big the 

world is and build up a desire to know more and more about the world 
around them. Take advantage of their curiosity and imagination as levers to 
build their writing skills.  

 

List of First Grade Writing Prompts  
1. A special birthday for me would be…  
2. What is your favourite time of the day, and why? 



3. I am the happiest when... 
4. Tell me about one thing you do well 
5. Insects, insects everywhere!!! Describe what you see! 
6. I’m happy when… 
7. Noisy times and quiet times are… 
8. For lunch today I… 
9. If I were a raindrop, I’d… 
10. I like to make them because… 
11. I am always kind to because 
12. What if you grew a tail? 
13. What makes a person kind? 
14. No one knows that I…. 
15. If I made dinner, it would be…. 
16. What would you do if no one could see you? 
17. When you feel sad, what do you do to feel better? 
18. What do you like to do on your birthday? 
19. What do you do when you get upset about something at home?  
20. My favourite stuffed animal or toy is… 
21. What would happen if it actually did rain cats and dogs? 
22. If I could choose a different name, I would choose, and this is why… 
23. Let’s go __________. Describe your adventure in detail. 
24. If you could be a dessert what you want to be?  
25. This is how I think plants grow. 
26. Would you want to be an astronaut? Why? 
27. I am afraid to __________ because 
28. What is your favourite room in your home, and why? 
29. Describe your best day ever 
30. One day, I met a talking mouse…. 
31. What if you could only bark instead of talking? 
32. Write about a scary night in the woods. 
33. You can not use your hands for a day. Tell what happens. 
34. You find a magic rock. What does it do? 
35. What does a super-fun day look like to you? 
36. Climbing trees is… 
37. I wish trees could.. because… 
38. I want to be a... when I grow up. 
39. The perfect place in the whole wide world is… 
40.What can you do to help you feel better when you’re feeling sad? 
41. Walking in the rain is… 
42. Describe your first day at school. 
43. Write about something new you learned.  
44.Write about your last picnic.  



45. Write about the time when you were bored, and how did you get over it?  
46. Write about your first bicycle ride. 
47. What would you be a pirate or a soldier?  
48.What would you do if the sky turns red and grass yellow? 
49. Do you want to be tiny or tall? Why? 
50. If you had the power to be a superhero what would you be?  

 

Advice for First Grade Learners 
● Test their imagination: The first-grade students feel they are in a grown-up 

place now and feel like they can conquer the world. As they have just passed 
their kindergarten, their mind is all filled with fairytales don’t hesitate to give 
them imaginative writing prompts.  

  
● Focus on the emotional content: Writing prompts allow the students to 

understand their feelings better and this is the age when they should begin 
learning about morality. Don’t feel awkward while giving them emotional 
content to write.  

 
● Give them opinion-based titles: Writing prompts help first graders to learn 

how to express their views, therefore giving them opinion based writing 
prompts will not be an issue and should be considered.  
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Don’t forget to visit growmindgrow.com/blog for more resources! 
 


