Pinedale Region — 432 Mill St, Pinedale, WY 82941 Report Date: 10/22/2025

Case Number:

86425/20
) Reporting Officer: Jake Miller GF-64

Telephone: (307) 367-4352  Email: Jacob.Miller@wyo.gov Violation Date: 2024 & 2025

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT DETAILS { RECORD OF INFORMATION THAT MAY
BECOME TESTIMONY]):

Initial Investigation

On 8/11/25 | received a “Stop Poaching” report from SALECS dispatch. The following statement was
submitted anonymously, “Samantha Strable continues to buy resident tags even though she hasn't resided in
Wyoming over two years- and brags about it on social media to over 90k followers.”

A search of the Wyoming Game and Fish license database shows that Strable began purchasing Wyoming
resident license in 2022 while using the address of; 835 Driftwood St, Pinedale WY, 82941. Through the
Wyoming Game and Fish license database 1 was able to determine the current tenant of this residence is
Riley Bowman.

| called Bowman and identified myself as the local game warden. | first asked if Strable had ever lived with
him. Bowman stated that she did live in the house in 2022 and most of 2023 but moved out of the house and
moved to Australia towards the end of the year. A search of publicly viewable posts on Instagram account,
https./fwww.instagram.com/samstrays somewhere/, shows a post dated on 12/31/2023 captioned “Happy
New year!” along with other posts suggesting that she was in Australia. It was later discovered that Strable
worked for the company called Kleinfelder and was employed as a Professional/Fauna Spotter
Catcher/Ecologist and stationed out of their Newcastle, Australia office. Her employment dates were from
12/16/2023 through 3/19/2024. Employment records provided by Kleinfelder HR.

A Wyoming resident for obtaining game and fishing licenses is as follows:

W.S. § 23-1-107. Residency for obtaining game and fish licenses.

{a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, to qualify for any resident game and fish license, preference
point, permit or tag issued under this act, a person shall be domiciled in Wyoming for not less than one (1)
full year immediately preceding the date the person applies for the license, preference point, permit or tag
and shall not have claimed residency in any other state, territory or country for any purpose during that one
{1) year period.

(b) Each person applying for a license, preference point, permit or tag under this act shall establish his own
residency status independently or as provided in this subsection or subsection (g) of this section. A minor
dependent shall qualify as a resident if:

(i) His custodial parent qualifies as a resident under this act; or

(if} His noncustodial parent qualifies as a resident under this act and the minor is or will be residing in
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this state with the noncustodial parent during any portion of the calendar year in which the license,
permit or stamp is to be used or in the case of a preference point the calendar year in which the
preference point is to be accumulated.

(c) A person other than a minor dependent qualifying under subsection (b) of this section, shall lose his
residency in Wyoming if he moves to another state, terntory or country and makes it his domicile, or makes
any claim of residency for any purpose to that state, territory or country. Provided he does not claim
residency in any other state, territory or country for any purpose, a person shall not gain or lose residency in
Wyoming merely by reason of his presence in or absence from the state while:

(i) Temporarily employed in the service of the United States,
(ii) A patient al a hospital or institution; or

(iii) Serving full time for a period not to exceed four (4) years in an established volunteer service
program for religious, charitable or humanitarian purposes.

(d) A person shall lose his residency in Wyoming if he resides in any other state, termitory or country for an
aggregate of one hundred eighty (180) days or more in a calendar year, unless he qualifies as a resident
under subsection (b), (¢}, (e) or (f) of this section. A person who resides in any other state, territory or
country other than Wyoming, for less than an aggregate of one hundred eightly (180) days in a calendar year,
may maintain residency in Wyoming under this act only if he qualifies as a resident under subsection (b), (c),
(e} or (f) of this section or if:

(i) The person had originally established residency by being domiciled for one (1) full year in
Wyoming prior to leaving the state for a temporary purpose;

(i) The person's domicile or established, fixed and permanent home consists of real property situated
in Wyoming. A mailing address is not sufficient evidence of domicile or a permanent home. Mere
ownership of real property is not sufficient evidence to establish domiciliary intent;

(i) The person is absent from Wyoming on a temporary basis and has the intention of returning to
the state; and

(iv) The person makes no claim for residency in any other state, territory or country for any purpose
during the time the person is absent from Wyoming.

(e) A person may remain a Wyoming resident while attending school in another state, territory or country if:

(i) The person does not pay resident tuition fees; and
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(i) The person continues to maintain Wyoming residency and does not claim residency in any other
state, territory or couniry for any purpose.

(N Any active duty member of the armed forces of the United States who has been stationed in Wyoming for
ninety (90) days shall qualify as a resident under this section so long as the member remains stationed in
Wyoming. Any person serving in active military duty in any other state, territory or country, may maintain
resident status if the person:

(i) Is not a civilian employee of the military;
(i) Makes no claim of residency in any other state, territory or country for any purpose; and

{iii) Was a resident of Wyoming when he entered the military service and Wyoming remains his
declared home of record or the person:

(A) Makes no current claim of residency in any other state, territory or country for any purpose;
(B} Has established his home of record in Wyoming; and
(C) Has maintained his voter registration in Wyoming.

(9) The spouse and minor dependents of a person qualifying as a resident under subsection (f) of this section
shall qualify as resident for the same periods unless they have made a claim of residency in any other state,
teritory or country for any purposes during those periods.

(h) An applicant shall provide proof of residency and swear to an oath of residency when making application
for, or attempting to purchase, a resident license, preference point, permif or tag under this act. License
selling agents and the department shall consider as documentary evidence of residency any of the following:

(i) A Wyoming driver's license, identification card issued under title 31 of the Wyoming statutes, or a
copy thereof;

(ii) A copy of the applicant's school records or military form DD 214, which indicates Wyoming as the
applicant’s domicile and home of record;

(iii) A proof of residency statement on a form provided by the department that has been completed
and signed by the applicant. Any active duty member of the armed forces, his spouse or minor
dependent of the active duty member making application for or purchasing a resident license,
preference point, permit or tag shall be required to complete and submit the proof of residency
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statement; or

(iv) A minor dependent may use as proof of residency the documentary evidence of his parent or
legal guardian.

(i) The commission may promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the Wyoming Administrative
Procedure Act to ensure that only bona fide Wyoming residents as defined in this act are issued resident
game and fish licenses, preference points, permits and tags.

In W.S. § 23-1-107 (d) states conditions for a person to lose their residency for obtaining game and fish
licenses after establishing residency. An individual loses their residency status for game and fish licenses if
they are out of the state more than 180 days in a calendar year or abandon their domicile in Wyoming.
Strable no longer resided at 835 Driftwood St, in Pinedale, WY as of December of 2023 and never
established a new domicite in Wyoming. Futhermore, Strable moved out of county to Australia in December
of 2023.

In the summer of 2024, Strable made multiple Instagram posts showing her life as a wildlife biologist in
Mentana.
¢ April 30,2024 post about conducting sage grouse lek surveys in Montana
May 2, 2024: Post regarding helicopter surveys conducted in North Dakota
February 4, 2025: Video of Strable in a2 National Park Service uniform at Glacier National Park,
Montana refocating a black bear. This video appeared to be taken during the summer.

SALECS dispatch confirmed a White 2013 GMC K 1500 SLE Sierra; with Montana licenses plate: MT
235579C is registered to Samantha Strable with registration date range of 1/1/2025- 1/1/2026. The vehicie’s
registration address is 1808 1*! Ave N, Great Falls, 59401 in Cascade County, MT.

On 6/28/25 Strable makes an Instagram post with the following caption “Life update. Now all | need are some
adventurous Alaska friends so if you live up here, let's connect!! #roadtrip #alaska #yukon #backcountry
#alaskalife #britishcolombia #alaskaliving #campingtrip #travelling”

On 7/23/25 user believed to be Strable posted to Facebook account Samantha Strable
(hitps://www.facebock.com/SamanthaJ$ 12) the following post indicating she was in the process of claiming
residency in Alaska, “Hey hunter! | just freshly moved up to the valley from Montana and | live for everything
hunting, but | need to make some avid hunting buddies up here! Next season when I've got residency, | plan
to hit the ground running and chase after a few new species (caribou, sheep, brown bear and moose are at
the top of my list!) However, I'd sure love to tag along on a few hunts this season since I've never hunted up
here before and want to see it. | also just really enjoy going, and would prefer not to miss a season. | make
an excellent pack mule, will have my pilots license here soon, have lived and hunted DIY all over the world,
process all my own meat, and make quick work skinning and quartering. Also, I'm pretty to go shoot a few
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Sandhills this fall, and would love company for that too! I'm always happy to trade trips for WY elk or MT

mule deer as well.” _
Strable is currently in possession of an Alaskan Drivers license with OLN: 8163790 expiring on 05/06/2033.

The drivers license has an address of PO Box 521474, Big Lake, AK 99652,

In 2024 Strable applied for or purchased the following licenses listing 835 Driftwood ST, Pinedale, WY as her
physical address:

* April 3, 2024: Strable submitted an online application for a Resident elk license in Hunt Area {HA) 96
in Sublette County, later successfully drawing license # 24166116729. Instagram post on
https./www.instagram.com/samstrays_somewhere/ dated 10/5/24 shows this harvested elk in
Sublette county.

e May 1, 2024: Strable submitted an online application for a resident antelope license in HA 1 in Crook
County, Wyorning later drawing license # 24166156599. Instagram post on
https.//www.instagram.com/samstrays_somewhere/ dated 11/12/24 pictures Strable with a harvested

buck antelope. The tagged location on the post is Wyoming.

e September 27,2024 Strable Purchased a resident 12 month fishing license with date range of
9/27/2024 — 9/27/2025.

In 2025 Strable purchased the following resident licenses listing 835 Driftwood ST, Pinedale, WY as her
physical address:

» January 11, 2025: resident mountain lion license #25121533979 at Sportsman Warehouse in
Sheridan WY. Strable reported a harvest mountain lion on 1/13/2025 at GPS coordinates of 44.5616 -
1069436 in Sheridan county.

e May 5, 2025: resident black bear license #25121663998 at Millers in Buffalo WY

* August 11, 2025: resident general elk license #25403827698 purchased online with a mailing address
of 1808 First Ave N, Great Falls MT, 59401.

Based on the above facts, | applied for a search warrant to obtain tower records from T-Mobile for the target
phone of 406-231-2228. This target number is used by Strabie on all of her license applications. | applied for
the warrant in the District Court of the Ninth Judicial District Sublette County, WY. On Oct 2, 2025 the search
warrant was signed by Honorable Kate McKay. The search warrant was severed to T-Mobile; Attn: Custodian
of Records on October 3, 2025 at 4:01 P.M. through their online iaw enforcement portal.

On the momning of 10/15/2025 | contacted Strable at the Newfork trailhead in Sublette County. Strable was
going to begin her eik hunt on a resident general tag. Strable stated they would be in the area of Rainbow
Lake. Rainbow Lake is located in the Bridger Wilderness in Sublette County.

I received the T-Mobile tower data return on 10/15/2025 at 12:09 P.M. The provided data consisted of two (2)
PDFs and three (3) excel files showing the foliowing size;

¢ Data Sessions with Towers (excel) 497 KB

¢ Cali Detail Records without Towers (excel) 1,593 KB
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Cali Detail Records with Towers (excel) 3,454 KB
Subscriber (Standard) (PDF) 27 KB
Letter of Certification that information is True and Accurate (PDF) 23 KB

The search warrant return was signed and filed with the court on October 20, 2025.

Search Warrant Return

The search warrant return was processed by myself and Wildlife Investigator Heather Sterling. The data
beginning date is October 15, 2023.

2023
L ]

10/15/23: Strable is located in the Pinedale area

11/18/23: Strables phone begins in Wyoming but travels through Victor ID, and appears near
Riverdale MT at approximately 10 p.m. that night.

11/27/23: Strabie reenters Wyoming.

12/1/23: Strable is in Wyoming approximately 9 p.m.

12/2/23: Strable is in Seatle Washington at an airport at approximately 3 p.m.
o This is Strables last point in 2023. Based on statements by former rcommate, Riley Bowman,
and employment records by Kleinfelder, Strable flew to Australia.

2/1/24: Strable arrives at LAX airport. Then flys to Atlanta Georgia.

2/2/24: Strable fly's to Pennsylvania. Strable spends multiple days in the PA area.

2/12/24: Strable fly's to Detroit area and then to LAX airport

2/12/24 — 3/29/24: No phone activity. Believed to be in Australia based on Kleinfelder employment
records.

3/30/24. Strable is in the Pinedale, WY area.

3/31/24: Strable travels i-80 to Laramie, WY area.

4/1/24: Strable travels from WY to Baker, MT area.

4/5/24: Strable leaves MT tc ND.

5/2/24. Strable first appears around Spearfish, SD and then travels to Laramie, WY and remains in
WY.

§/5/24. Strable travels from Pinedale, WY to ID and then MT.

6/22/24: Strable returns to WY in the Pinedale area.

6/29/24: Strable leaves WY and travels to MT.

9/27124: Strable returns to WY from MT. (HA 96 elk hunt)

10/12/24: Strable leaves WY and travels to MT.

10/20/24: Strable returns to WY in the Moorcroft, WY area (HA 1 pronghorn hunt)

10/23/24: Strable leaves WY and returns to MT.
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Strable does not return to Wyoming for the rest of 2024.
Total days in Wyoming in 2024: 35 days.

2025

1/10/25: Strable appears in the Buffalo, WY area.

1/14/25: Strable leaves WY and returns to MT.

5/15/25. Strable travels from MT to Buffalo, WY area.

5/17/25: Strable leaves Buffalo, WY area and returns to MT.

6/8/25: iast day of tower data and had not returned to WY

7/6/25: T-Moblie data usage shows Strable in Kansas City, MO area.

8/11/25: Date Strable purchases resident general elk license. Data usage shows Strable in Kansas.
5/17/25 was last date Strable was shown in Wyoming through August of 2025.

Total days in Wyoming in from 1/1/25 — 8/31/25: 8 days.

Field Contact with Strable

On 10/19/2025 | contacted Strable at the Newfork trailhead at approximately 2:30 pm.

During the contact | asked Strable where she lived. Her response was “Wyoming. Well Montana
originally.”

| then asked if she currently lived at her Pinedale address. Strables response was “‘well I've been back
and forth. I've been to Alaska for the {ast couple of months.”

| toid Strable that | had reports of people questioning her residency. So | asked again if she currently lives
at her claimed Pinedale address. Her response was “well that's kind of the tricky part. Cause | haven't
been gone long enocugh to be an Alaskan resident. So I'm still a resident here.” My response was “Well
not technically. You can technically not be a resident anywhere.”

| then asked *how many days are you in Wyoming.” Strables response was “more than 180." i then asked
Strable if he was sure about being in the state more than 180 days. Her response was “Positive.”

| then asked if she was sure she was in the state the last two (2) years more than 180 days each.
Strables response was “Yep.”

I then told her that | knew she was not in the state that much. | told her | believed she was in the state for
7 days in 2025 and 29 days in 2024. Strables response was “That’s not the case. | was here for way
more than that.” She than asked “Ok, how do you ptan on proving that.”
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| then informed her that she has not been a resident this year (2025) or last year (2024). Strable stated
“ve been a resident here cause this is where |'ve got all my property.”

| then asked “So you worked at Glacier (Glacier National Park, MT} didn’'t you?” Strable responded “Yeah
| was in Glacier but not more than 180 days. | was only worked there for 5 months.

| then said “So then you went other places. You were in Australia, you were in Alaska.” Strables response
was “Even if you're in Australia you still have to be a resident of the United States.”

| then stated “You can lose residency if you're not here for 180 days.” Strables response was “Don't you
have to be a resident of somewhere? | have to pay my taxes...”

My response was “For other stuff, but not for hunting.” | then explained to her “When | moved to
Wyoming, I'm originally from North Dakota, | was technically a hunting resident nowhere. Until | got my
one year here.” Strables response was “OK. Gotcha.”

Strables stated °l figured | had to be a resident of somewhere. And most days a year Im anywhere is
Wyoming.”

| then told Strable “You bought a resident elk tag with an address you do not live at. You do not live
there.” Strables response was “Ya, Right. So | have a piece of ground in Barger.” | responded with “But
you used Riley's address. (835 Driftwood St, Pinedale WY, 82941).” Strable responded with “Well the
piece of ground | have in Barger, | don’t have a mailbox set up. So | just left it as that.”

| then stated “Well your resident general tag you had mailed to Montana.” Strables response was “Yes,
well | don’t live there but my folks are there.”

I then asked "Doesn’t it seem weird to mail a resident tag to Montana?” Strable responded with “Well no
totally, | get that. But that's my parents address. | don't live there that's just my mailing address.”

Strable went on to tell me that she has a company in Wyoming and is back and forth a lot for work a lot.

| then asked where her driver's license is out of. Strable responded with “My driver's license | recently
swapped.” | asked “Is it Alaska?” She responded with “Yeah. But 'm not a resident up there cause |
haven't been there more for six months.”

| told Strable that all of her 2025 and 2024 resident hunting licenses were illegally obtained by falsely
claiming Wyoming residency and any animal harvested on those licenses were illegal harvests.

| asked for her driver's license and she stated she did not have one on her. So | asked to see her hunting
tag. Then | asked for a valid address for her. She responded with “Well that’s the thing. ¥'m working now
out of Sublette County so | reside here.” Then | asked what Sublette County address she wants me to
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use. Strable said she’s now at the Wapika Ranch at Halfmoon but could not provide an address.

| then asked for her bear tag. She said she could not find it.
Citations

In W.S. § 23-1-107 (d) states conditions for a person to lose their residency for obtaining game and fish
licenses after establishing residency. An individual loses their residency status for game and fish licenses if
they are out of the state more than 180 days in a calendar year or abandon their domicile in Wyoming.
Strable no longer resides at address of; 835 Driftwood St, Pinedale WY, 82941 as of December of 2023 and
never established a new domicile in Wyoming along with moving out of county to Australia. in addition to
never reestablishing a new domicile, Strable is not present in Wyoming for 180 days in either 2024 or 2025,
Strable also knowingly used the address of; 835 Driftwood St, Pinedale WY, 82941 to obtain multipie resident
licenses in the years of 2024 and 2025.

When applying for a resident license, the applicant must acknowledge and sign an affidavit stating they are a
resident as set by W.S. § 23-1-107.

W.S. § 23-3-403

(a) No person shall procure or attempt to procure any license or tag under this act by false swearing,
fraud, or false statement of any kind or in any form.

(b) Violation of this section constitutes a high misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-
202(a)(ih

W.S. § 23-3-102

(a) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section, any person who takes any big or trophy game
animal or gray wolf where classified as a trophy game animal with-out the proper license or authority
is guilty of a high misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-202(a)(ii}. The taking of each
animal is a separate offense.

W.S. § 23-2-401

(a) No nonresident shall hunt big or trophy game animals on any designated wilderness area, as
defined by federal or state law, in this state unless accompanied by a licensed professional guide or a
resident guide. There shall be at least one (1) licensed professional guide or resident guide
accompanying each two (2) nonresident hunters. The commission may also specify other areas of the
state, or specific big or trophy game species, for which a licensed professional or resident guide is
required for nonresidents, for purposes of proper game management, protection of hunter welfare
and safety, or better enforcement of game and fish laws. The commission may allow licensed guides
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to accompany more than two (2) hunters but no more than six (6) hunters in specific areas.

Sublette County

o  #GAF099619AA; False Statement to Procure Fish License in 2024 - W.S. § 23-3403
#GAF099614AA; False Statement to Procure Black Bear License in 2024 - W.S. § 23-3-403
#GAF099615AA, False Statement to Procure Elk License in 2024 - W.S. § 23-3-403
#GAF099616AA; Take Without Proper License, Elk 2024 - W.S. § 23-3-102(a)
#GAF099610AA,; False Statement to Procure Black Bear License in 2025 - W.S. § 23-3-403
#GAF099611AA; False Statement to Procure Elk License in 2025 - W.S. § 23-3-403
#GAF099620AA; Nonresident hunting Wilderness W/O guide - W.S. § 23-2-401

Crook County

o #GAF099617AA; False Statement to Procure Antelope License in 2024 - W.S. § 23-3-403

+  #GAF(099618AA; Take Without Proper License, Antelope 2024 - W.S. § 23-3-102(a)

Johnson County

o GAF099612AA; False Statement to Procure Mtn. Lion License in 2025 - W.S. § 23-3-403

o  GAF099613AA; Take Without Proper License, Min. Lion 2025 - W.S. § 23-3-102(a)

Strables 2025 Resident General Elk License #25403827698 was seized under seizure tag #30677. Strable
was also notified her bear tag was not valid if found and cannot be hunted on.

On 10/28/2025 | discovered the mountain lion harvest by Strable was killed at coordinates of Lat: 44.5616
Long: -106.9436. These coordinates fall approximately 415 yards intc Sheridan County from the Johnson
County line. | contacted the Johnson County Attorney’s office to notify them and ask for citations to be
dismissed so they me be refiled in Sheridan County.

On 10/28/2025 Johnson County Attorney’s office filed a motion to dismiss.

e

ﬁ/ﬁme Warden Jake Miller
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The above and foregoing Search and Seizure Affidavit was sworn to and signed before me personally by

the above-named Affiant on November 13 , 2025,

My commission expires: J030

L.C.AVILA
NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF WYOMING

COMMISSION ID: 120946
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 07/08/2030

L.CJ- ‘Q\/i‘(&—

Public Notary
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