
Mini-Lesson 6:   Writing an Effective Conclusion  
 

Step One  Teach:  “I want to show you…” 
Once the opinion is written, the reasons are given and the evidence 
is provided, it’s time to wrap up the opinion piece with a conclusion.  
A conclusion should push the reader to think more deeply about the 
opinion.   Teach students that a conclusion should: 

 Start with a summary statement that tells how the reasons 

and evidence all work together to make the opinion both 

thoughtful and logical  

 Demonstrate the strength of the opinion (use a strategy 

such as stating why the counter-opinion lacks merit) 

 Push the reader to think more deeply about your opinion 

and to form his/her own opinion (using a strategy such as 

asking a question about the opinion) 

To demonstrate how a conclusion should not just repeat the opinion 

statement, share the contrast between introductory opinion 

statements and concluding summary statements, such as: 

Introductory Opinion Statement: Hilarious JoJo’s mishaps made Camp Tales the 

funniest book I’ve ever read! 

Concluding Summary Statement: If you love to laugh at the comical outcomes of 

camp bloopers like mistaking bug spray for perfume or a confusing a skunk and a 

cat, you don’t want to miss the book Camp Tales!   

Point out that while the concluding statement reminds the reader 

that the main focus is on the book being funny, it goes beyond that 

by reviewing the evidence, making it personal to the reader and 

varying word choice to keep the interest level high.  Teach students that using a thesaurus is one way to 

find new and interesting words for your conclusion.  

Step Two   Model:  “Watch How I….” 

Share an opinion piece about a text that is missing a conclusion.   Model how to consider the opinion, 

reasons and evidence as you write a conclusion.   

Step Three   Try:  “I invite you to….” 

After a class read aloud, work together to write an opinion piece, but stop before writing the conclusion.  

(You’ll need to use a highly visible format such as a projection screen or chart paper.)   Send students to 

independently write a conclusion for the opinion piece you started together and remind them to refer 

In this mini-lesson students 

learn how to effectively 

conclude an opinion piece. 

Key Question:  How do you write a 

conclusion that is effective and 

memorable?   

Materials:  read aloud book, 

projection technology or chart paper, 

opinion piece without a conclusion, 

online or print thesaurus 

Focus Activity:  Students work 

independently to write a conclusion 

to a whole-class written opinion 

piece. 

Extension:   Invite students to 

synthesize all of their opinion writing 

knowledge to create their own 

opinion piece checklists.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



back to the reasons and evidence in the piece.  Allow students to share their conclusions and form a 

class conclusion to add to your opinion piece. 

Step Four  Connect and Conclude “Now you know….” 

Conclude today’s lesson by asking students to work in teams to come up with a “conclusion checklist” 

that they could use in future writing to make sure they have all the key components of a conclusion. 

 

 

 

This mini-lesson addresses the following Common Core State Anchor Standards for English Language Arts: 

Writing 1, 10  Reading 1, 10  Speaking and Listening 1 Language 3, 6 


